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B ritish  p ed ia tr ic ia n s w h o  d ia g n o se  a n d  trea t ch ild  a b u se  ca ses h a v e  c o m e  u n d e r  
attack  b y  th e  B ritish  p ress a n d  b y  p a ren ts w h o  h a v e  b e e n  in v e s t ig a te d  for  p o ss ib le  
a b u se . N o w  th e  G en era l M ed ica l C o u n c il a lso  is in t im id a tin g  th e se  p ed ia tr ic ia n s. 
T he G en era l M ed ica l C o u n c il is th e  l ic e n s in g  a u th o r ity  for p h y s ic ia n s  in  th e  U n ite d  
K in g d o m . This h a s  r e su lted  in  fe w e r  p ed ia tr ic ia n s  b e in g  w il l in g  to  care for  a b u sed  
c h ild ren  or to  te s tify  in  ch ild  a b u se  ca ses. In th e  U n ite d  S tates, th e  r e c e n t  r e c o g ­
n it io n  o f th e  p ed ia tr ic  su b sp ec ia lty  o f ch ild  a b u se  p ed ia tr ics  sh o u ld  h e lp  set  
stan d ard s for ch ild  a b u se  m ed ica l e v a lu a t io n  a n d  te s t im o n y .
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S OME OF THE p h y s ic ia n s  w h o  d ia g n o se  a n d  trea t ch ild  
a b u se  ca ses h a v e  c o m e  u n d e r  p e r s is te n t  a ttack  in  

G reat B rita in . T he m o s t  n o to r io u s  e x a m p le  o ccu rred  
w h e n  th e  G en era l M ed ica l C o u n c il (C M C ) (th e  o r g a n i­
z a tio n  th a t l ic e n se s  p h y s ic ia n s  in  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m )  
struck  a r e sp e c te d  ch ild  a b u se  p ed ia tr ic ia n . Sir R o y  
M e a d o w , "off th e  register,"  w ith d r a w in g  h is  lic e n se  to  
p ra ctice  m e d ic in e . T he rea so n  for  th is  e x tr e m e  a c tio n  o n  
th e  part o f th e  CM C w a s  that, w h ile  te s t ify in g  as an  
e x p e r t  w itn e s s  in  a cr im in a l trial. Dr M e a d o w  q u o te d  a 
co n tr o v er sia l sta tistic  a b o u t th e  l ik e lih o o d  o f su d d e n  in ­
fa n t d e a th  sy n d r o m e  occu rr in g  tw ic e  in  th e  sa m e  fa m ily . 
In th e  J u n e  2 0 0 6  issu e  of Pediatrics, C h a d w ick  e t  ah  
p u b lish e d  a d e fe n se  o f Dr M e a d o w . Dr M e a d o w  a p ­
p e a le d  th e  CM C r u lin g  in  th e  H igh  C ourt o f  J u stice  o f  
E n g la n d  a n d  W a les . A  co u r t d e c is io n  in  F eb ru ary  2 0 0 6  
r ev ersed  th e  r u lin g  a g a in st Dr M e a d o w  a n d  re in sta ted  
h im  o n  th e  R eg istry  o f M ed ica l Practitioners.^

A n o th e r  d is t in g u ish e d  B ritish  ch ild  a b u se  p ed ia tr i­
c ian , Dr D a v id  S o u th a ll, w a s  b r o u g h t b e fo r e  th e  GMC  
after  h e  c o n ta c te d  th e  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  d iv is io n  o f th e  
p o lic e  d e p a r tm en t a b o u t a ch ild  a b u se  ca se  in  w h ic h  h e  
h a d  n o t  b e e n  in v o lv e d  p r o fe ss io n a lly . In 2 0 0 4 , th e  GMC  
ru led  th a t h e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  in v o lv e d  in  a n y  ch ild  p r o te c ­
t io n  w o r k  for 3 years.^

C o m p la in ts  a b o u t ch ild  a b u se  p ed ia tr ic ia n s are n o t  
u n c o m m o n . In th is  m o n th 's  is su e  o f Pediatrics, W illia m s  
e t a h  q u o te  a d istu rb in g  su rv e y  o f p ed ia tr ic ia n s  in v o lv e d  
in  ch ild  a b u se  cases, p e r fo rm e d  b y  th e  R o y a l C ollege of 
Pediatrics an d  Child H ealth  in  th e  U n ited  K in gdom . In 
2 0 0 4 , 14%  of th o se  pediatricians had  b e e n  subject to  a 
form al co m p la in t regarding child p rotection . E ighty -six  of 
th o se  com pla in ts w e n t  to  th e  GMC for rev iew .

T he attack s o n  ch ild  a b u se  p ed ia tr ic ia n s  c o m e  in  o th e r  
fo rm s as w e ll .  T he B ritish  p ress a ttack s th e se  d o ctors  
c o n sta n tly . W h e n  c o m p la in ts  are filed , th e  p liy s id a n s  
are h o u n d e d  a n d  in su lte d  b y  th e  p ress. S ev era l " th eo ­
ries" o f ch ild  a b u se  are a tta ck ed . A s in  th e  cases o f  Drs 
M e a d o w  a n d  S o u th a ll, th e  c o n c ep t o f  M u n c h a u se n  s y n ­
d r o m e  b y  p r o x y  (in  w h ic h  c h ild ren  are a b u se d  b y  th e  
m e d ica l care sy s tem  b e c a u se  caretak ers rep ort fa lse ly , 
ex a g g er a te , or e v e n  in d u c e  illn e ss  in  th e ir  ch ild re n ) is 
d iscred ited  in  th e  p ress as fa lse  a n d  o v e r d ia g n o se d . This 
o ccu rs d e sp ite  th e  n u m b e r  of w e l l-d o c u m e n te d  cases in  
th e  litera tu re . A  W eb  site  m a in ta in e d  b y  M o th e rs  
A g a in st M u n c h a u se n  A lleg a tio n s  (w w w .m s b p .c o m ) 
k e e p s  a n  o n g o in g  record  o f su ch  p ress artic les.

M a n y  rep o rters in  th e  B ritish  p ress h a v e  a tta ck ed  th e  
v a lid ity  o f  sh a k e n  in fa n t sy n d r o m e, b a s in g  th e ir  p o s it io n  
o n  th e  o p in io n s  o f a fe w  n o n p e d ia tr ic  p h y s ic ia n s  an d  
c o n v ic te d  p erp etra to rs w h o  q u e s t io n  th e  e x is te n c e  of 
th is  e n tity . I te s tifie d  b efo re  th e  C ou rt o f A p p e a l in  
E n g la n d  d u rin g  a r e v ie w  o f a b u s iv e  h e a d  tra u m a  ca ses in  
2 0 0 5 . T he n e w sp a p e r s  a n d  m a g a z in es  p r e se n te d  a h ig h ly  
s la n te d  v ie w  o f th e  p r o c ee d in g s , p u b lish in g  stor ies o f 
e v id e n c e  p r e se n te d  b y  th e  c o n v ic te d  a p p e lla n ts  a n d  ig ­

n o r in g  e v id e n c e  p r e se n te d  b y  th e  C ro w n  P ro sec u tio n  
S erv ice , T he p ress ju s t if ie s  its a n ta g o n ism  to  sh a k e n  in ­
fa n t sy n d r o m e  a n d  a b u s iv e  h e a d  tra u m a  b y  e m p h a s iz in g  
th e  w o r k  o f resea rch ers w ith  " n o v e l h y p o th e se s"  a b o u t  
h o w  o th e r w ise  n o rm a l, h e a lth y  in fa n ts  e x p e r ie n c e  su b ­
dural h e m a to m a s  a n d  se v e r e  re tin a l h e m o r r h a g e . T he  
m o st  n o ta b le  e x a m p le  is th e  " u n ified  h y p o th e s is"  of  
G ed d es e t  al.^ G ed d es e t  aP  p u b lish e d  a n  artic le  sa y in g  
th a t tra u m a  w a s  n o t  n e c e ssa r ily  n e e d e d  to  c a u se  su b ­
dural a n d  re tin a l h e m o r r h a g e  in  in fa n ts  w ith  n o  id e n t i­
fiab le  m e d ic a l illn e ss . In stea d , th e y  p r o p o sed  th a t c e r e ­
bral v e sse ls  "leaked" b e c a u se  o f h y p o x ia , bra in  sw ellin g ,  
a n d  in c re a se d  cen tra l v e n o u s  p ressu re . T h ey  said  th is  
co u ld  o ccu r  after  a n  a p n e ic  or c h o k in g  e p iso d e , d esp ite  
th e  a b sen ce  o f a n y  sc ien tif ic  or c lin ica l data l in k in g  su b ­
dural h e m a to m a s  or re tin a l h e m o r r h a g e  to  su ch  e v e n ts .

G ed d es' th e o r y  led  to  th e  r e v ie w  of m a n y  a b u s iv e  
h e a d  tra u m a  c o n v ic t io n s  in  E n g la n d , a n d  4  cases w e r e  
se n t  to  th e  C ourt o f A p p ea l for r e v ie w . This r ec e iv e d  
m u c h  p ress a t te n t io n . D u r in g  th e  trials, h o w e v e r . Dr 
G ed d es retracted  h e r  th e o r y . In th e  co u r t transcrip t, th e  
fo l lo w in g  e x c h a n g e  o ccu rred .

Question: "Dr Geddes, cases up and dow n the country are 
taking part w iiere Geddes 3 [her article car the unified 
hypothesis] is cited by the defense time and time again as 
the reason w hy the established theory is wrong."

Answer: "That I am  very sorry about. It is not fact; it is 
hypothesis. But, as I have already said, so is the tradi­
tional explanation. I have never sought— I w ould  be very 
unhappy to think that cases w ere being throw n out on 
the basis that m y theory was fact."''

T he fact th a t Dr G ed des a n d  h e r  c o lle a g u e s  n o  lo n g e r  
e n d o r se  th is  th e o r y  w a s  n o t  n o te d  b y  th e  L o n d o n  daily  
n e w sp a p e r s  in  th e ir  r ep o rtin g  o f th e  trial. In a d d itio n , 
little  a t te n t io n  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e  ju d g es ' d e c is io n  in  th e  
a p p ea ls  ca ses. Lord J u stice  W illia m  G age sta ted  in  th e  
a p p ea ls  d e c is io n , " . . .  th e  u n if ie d  h y p o th e s is  ca n  n o  
lo n g e r  b e  reg a rd ed  as a cred ib le  or a lter n a tiv e  c a u se  of  
th e  triad  o f in juries"  (su b d u ra l h e m o r rh a g e , r e tin a l h e m ­
orrh a g e, a n d  e n c e p h a lo p a th y ) .’ N o w  a n e w  ca m p a ig n  is 
b e in g  w a g e d  to  d iscred it m e ta p h y s e a l fractu res as a sign  
o f ch ild  a b u se . J a m es Le F a n u , a m e d ica l c o lu m n is t  for  
th e  L o n d o n  n e w sp a p e r  The Telegraph, m isch a ra cter izes  
th e  w o r k  o f B o s to n  ra d io lo g ist P au l K le in m a n  to  su g g est  
th a t m e ta p h y se a l fractu res are  " n orm al variants."® This is 
d e sp ite  th e  m e tic u lo u s  w o r k  o f Dr K le in m a n  a n d  c o l­
le a g u e s ’ *® d e m o n s tr a tin g  th e  p a th o lo g ic  fea tu res  o f  m e ­
ta p h y se a l fractu res in  ch ild  a b u se  cases.

In th e  article b y  W illiam s et al,"* 53 pediatricians, 1 sen ior  
law yer, and  1 sen ior  social w o rk er  report that o n e  third of 
th e  child  p ro tectio n  p osts for p h ysic ian s in  th e  U n ited  K in g­
d o m  N ation a l H ealth  Service are unfilled,'* T hey  also  q u o te  
a su rv ey  sh o w in g  that 62%  of ped iatric  tra in ees do n o t  
w a n t  to  deal w ith  child  p ro tectio n  cases. The auth ors say  
th at th e  dec ision s o f th e  GMC in tim id ate  pediatricians di-
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a g n o sin g  ch ild  abu se . T he d ecision s of th e  GMC are r e ­
p orted  to  h a v e  had  a ch illing  effect o n  y o u n g  ph ysician s, 
discouraging  th e m  from  b e c o m in g  in v o lv ed  in  child  p r o ­
tectio n  cases an d  a ffecting  their w illin g n ess  to  testify .

W h a t a b o u t ch ild  a b u se  p ed ia tr ic ia n s in  th e  U n ite d  
States?  In so m e  areas, sim ilar  p ressu re  is b e in g  e x e r te d  
o n  p ed ia tr ic ia n s  th r o u g h  la w su its  or p ress a tta ck s. A  
1999  su rv ey  d o c u m e n te d  stressors for ped iatricians d iag­
n o s in g  ch ild  abu se, esp ecia lly  th e  stress in v o lv ed  in  court 
app earan ces."  T w o factors, h o w ev e r , m a k e  our system  
better. First, all 50  states h a v e  "m andated  reporting" law s, 
w h er eb y  ph ysic ian s are required  to  report child  a b u se  to  
auth orities and  are protected  from  liability if th e y  report in  
g o o d  faith. M an d a to ry  ch ild  abuse rep orting  is n o t  cod ified  
in  Great B ritain. Second , w e  h a v e  form alized  train ing for 
child  a b u se  pediatricians here, w ith  m a n y  su ccessfu l fe l­
lo w sh ip s p ro d u cin g  w e ll-reco g n ized  exp ert p h y sic ia n s ."  "  
R ecently , th e  A m erican  B oard of Pediatrics ap p roved  child  
a b u se  pediatrics as a n e w ly  recogn ized  su b sp ecia lty ."  This 
w ill p rov id e  credibility  a n d  standards for ch ild  p rotection  
practice. W e  m u st b e  careful, h o w ev e r , to  see  that th e  
pu blic  and  th e  press are ed u cated  resp on sib ly  a b o u t th e  
realities o f th e  d iagnosis o f child  m altrea tm en t.
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