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Child protection vacancies in the NHS rising fast

Child protection and services for children in care in the health service are 
suffering due to rising vacancy rates, a survey of child protection experts finds 
today. The vacancies occur in posts specifically designed to help health 
services and local authorities to work together to keep children safe and to 
make sure that children in care have access to health services.
The survey of the Chairs of Local Safeguarding Children Boards, tasked with 
overseeing child protection arrangements in a local area, found that vacancy 
rates have risen dramatically since 2009, and that:

- More than one in ten safeguarding nurse (11%) and doctor posts 
(14%) were vacant in 2011;

- More than one in five posts (22%) dedicated to children in care 
were vacant in 2011.

- These figures represent dramatic rises since 2009 when the figures 
were 5%, 3.8% and 19% respectively.

The survey also found that:

- 27% of responding LSCBs had one or more vacancies. This 
compares to 17% in 2009.

- One in three (33%) of respondents thought that increased 
vacancies had reduced the effectiveness of the advice given by the 
health professionals.

The survey, undertaken at a time of change in the health service, also asked 
LCSB chairs about how designated safeguarding leads should be 
commissioned in the future to make sure that children are safe.

- 57% of respondents thought that the roles should be commissioned 
by the new Health and Wellbeing Boards so that they had an overview 
of local circumstances and priorities.

- 24% reported that structural change in the health service had 
reduced the influence that these professionals had on decision making 
in the health service.

Commenting on the findings. Matt Dunkley, President of the Association of 
Directors of Children’s Services, who commissioned the survey, said:

MOD100061899



For Distribution to CPs

“ This s u rve y  sh o w s that, desp ite  m a n y  P rim a ry  C are  T rusts say in g  tha t 
sa fe g u a rd in g  is  a p rio rity , p o s ts  a re  s tiii g o in g  unfiiied , ie av in g  hea ith  
com m iss io ne rs  w ith no -on e  to tu rn  fo r  adv ice  a b o u t ke ep ing  ch iid ren  safe, in  
o th e r a reas, p ro fe ss io n a is  do  n o t have  enough  tim e to ded ica te  to ch iid  
p ro te c tio n  a n d  a re  be ing  a s k e d  to unde rtake  o th e r ro ies, such  as  
sa fe g u a rd in g  adu its , as  weii. ”

“A s  co m m iss io n ing  respo n s ib iiit ie s  in  the hea ith  se rv ice  change, it  is  im p o rta n t 
th a t the re  is  a d e a r  re sp o n s ib iiity  fo r  re ta in in g  these  roies. T hey  m u s t con tinue  
to have  the  acce ss  a n d  in fluence  tha t th e y  n e e d  to p u t ch iid  p ro te c tio n  a t the  
h e a rt o f  e v e ry  co n tra c t a n d  e ve ry  serv ice . G iven m uch  o f  the co m m iss io n ing  
w iii be  done ioca iiy , the re  is  a s tron g  a rg u m e n t fo r  tran s fe rring  th is  
re sp o n s ib iiity  to the  n e w  H ea ith  a n d  W e iibe ing  B oards, w here  de s ig n a te d  
sa fe g u a rd in g  p ro fe ss io n a is  can  con tin ue  to p ia y  a s tron g  ro ie  in  bu iid ing  
p a rtn e rsh ip s  w ith the  io c a i au thority . ”

ENDS

For more information, please contact Rebecca Godar,

Notes to editors:

1) The survey, commissioned by the Association of Directors of Children’s 
Services, was sent to the chair of every Local Safeguarding Children Board. 
The full report is available at:
http://www.adcs.orq.uk/download/misc/ADCS%20LSCB%20safequardinq%20
lead%20report.pdf

2) Designated Safeguarding Professionals include doctors and nurses 
appointed by the Primary Care Trust to oversee the child protection 
work of health services in the local areas. Designated Looked After 
Children Professionals perform a similar role for children in care, 
ensuring that they have access to a GP and a dentist as well as more 
specialist health services.

3) Local Safeguarding Children Boards are bodies in each local 
authority area overseeing how public agencies work together to keep 
children safe. They were established by the Children Act
2004. Designated professionals provide advice to the LSCB on 
safeguarding children in the health service.

4) The Association of Directors of Children’s Services Ltd is the 
professional leadership organisation for Directors of Children’s 
Services and their senior management teams.

MOD100061900

http://www.adcs.orq.uk/download/misc/ADCS%20LSCB%20safequardinq%20

