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WDP refuses to bow to police threat
18 J u n e  2 0 0 4  

W D P : right to  critic ise

W h e n  a  ch ie f c o n s tab le  d e m a n d e d  a  fro n t p a g e  a p o lo g y  fro m  th e  W e s te rn  D a ily  P re ss  th e  p a p e r resp o n d ed  
w ith th e  sp lash  h e a d lin e  "W e will not be g ag g e d ".

T h e  p a p e r p ro vo ked  th e  a n g e r of A von  and S o m e rs e t ch ie f c o n s tab le  S te v e  P ilk ing ton  w h e n  it pub lished  a  
repo rt re ve a lin g  th a t H o m e  S e c re ta ry  D avid  B lu n kett w a n te d  to g e t tough  with top  p o licem en  at low- 
perfo rm ing  fo rces .

It u sed  an  ins ide p a g e  lead  to s p e c u la te  th a t P ilk ing ton  could p o ten tia lly  b e  in th e  firing line b e c a u s e  of his 
fo rce 's  poor record  on tackling  v io len t crim e.

T h e  police ch ie f re sp o n d ed  by send ing  a  solic itor's le tter th re a te n in g  leg a l action  and  asking  fo r his p icture  
to be published  on th e  front p ag e .

T h e  W D P  did in d ee d  put P ilk ington 's p ic ture on th e  fron t p a g e , a long  w ith tw o  p a g e s  of c o v e ra g e  inside  
u n d er th e  h e a d lin e : "M r Pilk ington th re a te n s  to  s u e  yo u r p a p e r fo r s im p ly  telling th e  truth".

W D P  ed itor T e rry  M a n n e rs  said: "W e can 't b e  p ushed  aro u n d . W e  w e re  doing w h a t I th ink is in th e  public  
in te res t and doing w h a t p ap ers  a re  su p p o se d  to do.

"S te ve  P ilk ington  is not know n fo r his love of th e  p ress  g e n e ra lly  an d  o ften  hits out, I th ink it w a s  a  shot 
across our bow s.

"The ch ie f co n s ta b le  is in th e  public e y e  and  paid fo r by public m o n ey .

"H e is a  d e c e n t m an  and a  d e c e n t public o fficer but w e  h a v e  th e  right to  critic ise him ," said  M a n n e rs . 

M a n n e rs  sa id  had  rece ived  no fu rther co m m u n ica tio n s  fro m  P ilk ing ton 's  law yers .

A  sp o k e s m a n  for A von  and S o m e rs e t P o lice  sa id : "W e can  confirm  th a t fo llow ing  publication  o f a  n u m b e r of 
in a cc u ra te  n ew s artic les  th e  ch ie f co n s tab le  is co n sidering  legal ac tion .

"At p resen t h e  is in th e  p rocess of obta in ing  legal a d v ic e . It w ou ld  b e  th e re fo re  in a p p ro p ria te  to co m m en t  
fu rth er a t th is tim e." ,

D o m in ic  P onsford
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News
Cop says 'no' to Sarah law pilot

Murdered... Sarah
A TOP cop has scuppered plans to pilot a UK version o f Megan's Law.
Avon and Somerset chief constable Colin Port said the scheme was unsuitable for Ms area.
The US-style law would give parents and schools the right to know i f  paedophiles live nearby.
A campaign for its introduction began after the murder o f eight-year-old Sarah Payne by Roy
Whiting in 2000.
Wansdyke in Somerset was one o f three areas recently chosen for a three to six-month pilot.
But Mr Port said; "Any planned change in legislation to allow tMs will have to be based on properly- 
evaluated research.
"That has to be done in targeted pilot schemes and I do not believe Avon and Somerset is a suitable 
area."
Local Labour MP Dan Norris, who has pushed for a Sarah's Law, said: "If s shying away. I'm very 
disappointed."
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or using another browser such as Firefox, Safari or Google Chrome.CFhe 2iclegTttpU
Police chief pulls out of Megan's Law pilot

Campaigners for ‘Sarah's Law' remember murdered Sarah Payne

By Natalie Paris and agencies 

2:41PM BST 22 Oct 2007

A police chief chosen to help implement Megan’s Law in the UK has decided to opt out of the pilot 
scheme saying it was "not suitable".

Plans to trial the US-style legislation in three areas have been 
put on hold after Colin Port, Chief Constable of Avon and 
Somerset Police, refused to take part.

The Avon and Somerset area was the first to be picked for the 
pilot, which would have given parents access to information 
about paedophiles living nearby.

Campaigners have been calling for a version of the law to be 
implemented in the UK ever since the murder of eight-year-old 
Sarah Payne in 2000 by a convicted paedophile.
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Pilot scheme will allow parents to find out if paedophiles live nearby

Mothers will have right tp know abo

Dan Norris, a local Labour MP, said; ""I am very disappointed - it is shying away from something very 
important.

"Knowing that children are suffering every day, we are morally and duty-bound to challenge that.

"I have a lot of admiration for Colin Port but I do not agree with his decision.

"The public expect the police to be on the front line in the battle against paedophiles."

Chief Constable Port said he would implement the so-called Sarah's Law  if pilot schem es elsewhere 
proved it was appropriate and the police force was given extra resources.

He said: "Any planned change in legislation to allow this will have to be based on properly-evaluated 
research. That has to be done in targeted pilot schem es and I do not believe Avon and Som erset is a 
suitable area."

The pilot was expected to run for three to six months in 2008 and could then have been rolled out 
nationwide.

Single mothers, who are felt to be vulnerable to paedophiles who befriend them, were to be the first 
category of members of the public allowed to ask for information.

The pilot schem e had already been criticised for falling well short of Megan's Law , under which names 
and addresses of sex offenders are made available.
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