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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 204

THE PRINE MINISTER | A & April 2010

Qeér Rupart

.t am writing about an important foreign policy issue - the
Afghanistan campaign, '

Whet | spoke 1o you some time ago, we were agreed on the
importance of the war against the Taliban in Afghanistan and, just as we
agread on ths importance of supporting our forces when they were In
lrag, we wara at ona over the imperative of supporting cur military forces
in Afghanistan,

| understood from that conversation that you agreed that The Sun
would siop attacking our defence policy in iraq and Afghanistan,

_ Yet, almost svery day in recent weeks, The Sun has chosen to
aocuse ma personally of letting the Armed Farces down,

‘The polls suggest that, sven after the work we hava done in
tackling the Taliban in recent months, twe thirds of the British pecple
want our troops out of Afghanistan. Whaile The Sun says it wishes to
parsuade people we need more froops in Afghanistan, all they have
succeeded in doing is persuading peopie that our troops should ieave
Afghanistan, et e e

drrespective of such polle and the way The Sun behaves, Twil
stand firm fov our policy against the Taliban. indeed, sven with an
slaction imminent, I raised cur number of troops in Afghanistan and |

“have done so aven as the Netheriands, Canada and Japan prepare to

leave and other countries deside not te respond with more.  The year
hefare | took aver as PM we spent £750m pounds on our treops in-
Afghanistan. Thig year it will be £5,000m.
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But it is unfalr, to sy the least, to find the newspaper that says 1t
supports the campalgn In Afghanietan undermining public support by the
way it behaves. If this kind of newspaper sditorialising continuas {and of
course that is your right) the public will coma 1o a sattled view that they
sio not want thelr troops fighting at all.

- My best wishes 16 Wendi, and to Chice and Grace, : l

Yaurs sincarely

Geewm

¥ar Rupert Murdoch
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@ News Corporation

1211 AVENTUE OF THE AMERICAS « NEW YORK, NY 10036 » 212-852-7100 » FAX: 212-852-7094

April 9, 2010

RUPERT MURDOCH, A.C.

» CHAIRMAN AND CEIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Your letter d od April 5th has just arrived.

Of course we absolutely support our troops in Afghanistan as we did in'Iraq. My
understanding is that we have been ciiticizing your Government for not keeping
our boys sufficiently supplied with the best equipment ~ rightly or wrongly.

We resolutely support the mission. It is just that our criticism has been on the
mission’s management.

There are other things that worry me about the allied position in Afghanistan and I
attach a recent email received from a very good and reliable friend of mine in
Kabul who moved from Australia back to Afghanistan to set up a commercial
television station as soon as that city was freed.

I know the ultimate decisions on this will probably have to come from President
Obama, but it would be awful if all our efforts come to nothing.

It was nice to hear from you above all the din of the election.

Our Jove to Sarah and the boys. ,
Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
LONDON

021-012162
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Personal : ’ J
26% April 2010 A j

Dear Ruport

Thank you for your letter and article on Katzai. You know from our past
conversations my strong views on Karzai.

Your comments about the managesnent of our mission in Afghanistan sadden
and shock me. '

This is the first time vou have told me of your own questions about the
management by me of our wat effort. I hope you will be prepared o
reconsider your views,

Of course we will always try to do more and I am always looking at how we

can strengthen our effectiveness but I hope you will consider that most people

who look objectively at this know our troops are better equipped than ever and

that the UK is doing far more than anyone except the USA. Thope you will

also beat in mind that, while the war is unpopular here, I have increased our _ :
troop numbers and remained steadfast in Ty purpose. 1 am therefore sorry that

The Sun has run such & politicised campaign which undermines the suppott we

need for the war.  Despite that, I will keen doing what is right.

My best wishes to Wendi and Grace and Chloe.
Yours sincerely

Gordon
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