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Operation Motorman

I am  w riting to thank you  fo r the  he lp fu l te lephone  conve rsa tion s  w e have  had in recen t days 

and  to a sk  the Inform ation C o m m is s io n e r ’s  O ffice  fo rm a lly  fo r so m e  further in form ation.

In its 2006  report What price privacy?, the Inform ation C o m m iss io n e r identified an  industry  in 

the buy ing and se llin g  o f un law fu lly  ob ta ined  pe rsona l data fo r the p ress, based  on 

do cu m en ts  se ize d  during  a raid on a private in vestiga to r’s  p rem ises  and in o ther 
in vestiga tions. I understand  that the  e v id en ce  ob ta ined  then docum ented  “litera lly th ou san d s” 

se c t io n  55 o ffe n ce s  by the  p re ss , but that en fo rcem ent action  w as not taken in the vast 

m ajority  o f th e se  potentia l c a s e s  du e  to d isappo in ting  ou tcom es in the Courts.

Y o u  in form ed m e in ou r ca ll on 22 A u g u s t 2011 that in the  co u rse  o f th is work, the 
Inform ation C o m m is s io n e r ’s  O ffice  identified a ve ry  sm a ll num ber o f coun ts on w hich 
b ro ad ca s te rs  regu la ted  by O fcom  ap pea r to have  ob ta ined  pe rsona l in form ation from  private 

investiga tors .

In light o f O fco m ’s  duty, in re lation to T V  and rad io  b roadcaste rs , to app ly  s tanda rd s w hich 
p rov ide  adequa te  pro tection  to m em bers o f the  pub lic  from  unw arranted in fringem ents o f 

p rivacy, I am  w riting to you to a s k  fo r all the in form ation and e v iden ce  the Information 
C o m m is s io n e r ’s  O ffice  ho ld s in re lation to acqu is it ion  o f pe rsona l data by b roadcaste rs  in a 

m anne r w hich m ay have  been  unlaw ful.

I w ou ld  be ve ry  gratefu l if you cou ld  prov ide  th is in form ation by 19 S ep tem be r 2011.

Y o u rs  singgr^ ly__________________________________
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