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Written statement of Philip Graf. Deputy Chairman of Ofcom

A. PHILIP GRAF CBE

1. Current role and career history

1.1 I am the  D eputy C hairm an o f the  O fcom  Board. I am a lso Chairm an o f the  O fcom  
C onten t Board.

1.2  I w as appo in ted D eputy Chairm an o f O fcom  in N ovem ber 2005 and com m enced m y 
role on 1 January  2006 fo r a fixed term  o f 3 years. I was subsequen tly  reappointed 
fo r a second 3 year term . M y second term  will com e to an end on 31 D ecem ber 
2011.

1.3  I cha ir O fcom ’s R em uneration C om m ittee and the  Radio L icensing C om m ittee. I am 
a m em ber o f the  R isk and A ud it and N om inations I am a lso curren tly  an associa te  o f 
P raesta Partners LLP, a trustee o f Crisis, a charitab le  com pany associa ted w ith 
Crisis. I am Chairm an o f the  G am bling C om m ission and Chairm an D esignate o f the 
body to  be created by m erg ing the G am bling Com m ission and the National Lottery 
C om m ission. From N ovem ber 2011, I w ill be cha ir o f CFBT, an educationa l charity.

1 .4  A  C am bridge  law  graduate , I jo ined  the  L iverpool Daily Post and Echo in 1983, which 
becam e T rin ity  In ternational H o ld ings in 1985. I subsequen tly  becam e C hief 
Executive in 1993. I becam e C h ie f Executive o f T rin ity  M irro r G roup w hen the 
com pany m erged w ith  the M irror G roup in 1999 -  a position which I held until 
February 2003. In 2003 I was asked by the Secre ta ry  o f S tate fo r Culture, M edia and 
S port to ca rry  out a review  o f the  B B C ’s on line activ ities.

1 .5  From  2003 to  2005, I w as a lso Chairm an o f the  Press S tandards Board o f F inance -  
the  body which funds the Press C om pla in ts C om m ission -  and o f the  Broadband 
S takeho lde r G roup -  the  adv isory  g roup to  the  G overnm ent on the prom otion o f 
broadband services. I stood down from  both ro les upon taking up m y appo in tm ent at 
O fcom .

1 .6  I received a CBE fo r serv ices to  regional new spapers in the Q ueen ’s b irthday 
honours in 2003.

B. THE CONTENT BOARD

2. Introduction

2.1 I have read and agree w ith the w ritten  s ta tem ents o f Ed R ichards and C olette  Bowe. 
I set out som e fu rthe r in form ation on O fcom ’s C ontent Board below.
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2 .2  I have been Chairm an o f the  C onten t Board s ince 2006. I w ill brie fly  outline  the 
com position  and role o f the C onten t Board, before provid ing fu rthe r deta ils o f its 
activ ities.

3.

3.1

3 .2

2 .3  The C ontent Board is a com m ittee  o f the  m ain Ofcom  Board. It is se t up under 
section 12(1) o f the  C om m unications A ct 2003 and has de legated and adv isory  
responsib ility  fo r a w ide range o f content issues, predom inantly  dea ling w ith 
broadcasting. It sets and enfo rces qua lity  and standards fo r te levis ion and radio.

M e m b ersh ip  and role

The C ontent Board has ten m em bers, appoin ted by the O fcom  Board. It is chaired by 
a non-executive  m em ber o f the  m ain Board - curren tly  me.

The m a jority  o f C ontent Board m em bers are part-tim e, a num ber o f whom  have 
extensive  broadcasting  experience. Four are appoin ted to  represent to  O fcom  the 
in terests and op in ions o f people living in Scotland, W ales, Northern Ireland and the 
English regions.

3 .3  The O fcom  Board seeks advice  and recom m endations from  the C ontent Board on 
any con tent-re la ted aspects o f decis ions it has reserved fo r itself. A ll o the r con ten t- 
re lated decis ions are de legated to the C ontent Board. The C ontent Board reviews 
and inputs into all the  broadcasting related issues undertaken by O fcom  as outlined 
Ed R ichard ’s w ritten sta tem ent, in particu la r in Sections B and D.

3 .4  The C onten t Board serves as O fcom ’s p rim ary forum  fo r the  regulation o f te levis ion 
and radio qua lity  and standards. It is charged w ith understanding, ana lysing and 
cham pion ing the vo ices and in terest o f the  viewer, the  lis tener and citizen. The 
C ontent Board a lso plays a critica l ro le in shap ing O fcom 's approach to d igita l 
broadcasting and the  grow th o f con ten t de live ry  over d ig ita l networks.

3 .5  It exam ines issues w here the  c itizen in terest extends beyond the consum er interest, 
w ith  focus on those  aspects o f the  public in terest which com petition  and m arket 
fo rces do not reach.

A ctivitie s

4.1 C ontent Board m em bers cons ide r content issues in th ree categories:

(a) T ie r  1 concerns negative con ten t regulation. It covers m atters princ ipa lly  
concern ing harm  and offence, accuracy and im partia lity, fa irness and privacy.

(b) T ie r  2 re lates to quantita tive  m atters, such as quotas fo r independen t te levis ion 
production, regional production and orig inal EU /U K production.

(c) T ie r  3 covers the  pub lic serv ice  broadcasters; and in th is con text O fcom  has 
particu la r responsib ility  fo r ITV, Channel 4  and Five.

4 .2 M em bers o f the  C ontent Board s it on the Radio Licensing C om m ittee which issues 
licences fo r all radio sta tions in the  UK and considers radio licence fo rm at request 
changes fo r radio. M em bers a lso assis t the  O fcom  executive  in determ in ing w he ther 
o r not s ta tu to ry  sanctions shou ld be considered, w hat type o f sanction and the level 
o f any financia l pena lty  wh ich shou ld be im posed fo r breaches o f the  Broadcasting 
Code.
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