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A high-flying woman officer is 
to taVe charge of policing 
events such as the student 
protests.

Lynne O w ens, 4 1 , will becom e only 
th e  second w om an Assistant 
Com m issioner in th e  M et, and is one  
o f only five fem ale  officers in the  
force holding the  rank.

S he will take  over from  Chris Allison 
as head o f Central O perations, w ith
responsibilities including public 
orcfer, tra ffic  policing, firearm s and 
operational support. N ext m onth Mr 
Allison will becom e th e  N et's  fu ll­
tim e  head o f O lym pic security and  
planning.

Ms O w ens, w ho jo in ed  th e  force as 
D eputy Assistant Com m issioner in 
March last yea r, will take  charge a t  
a tim e w hen th e  M et is coming  
under scrutiny for its policing o f the  
student dem onstrations.

She is also on the  panel presiding 
over a m isconduct hearing into the  
case o f th e  rio t squad officer w ho  
pushed over Ia n  Tom linson, the  
news vendo r w ho died during last 
year's G 20 protests in the  Cify.

The  m o th er-o f-o n e  began her police 
career in 1989 . She jo ined  the M et 
as a constable in Catford but

Promotion: Lynne Owens will be the Net's second woman As 
Commissioner

transferred  to Kent as a sergeant and specialised as a detective, leading
high-profile  m urder investigations. She m oved to S urrey w here  she becam e th e  country's
youngest deputy  ch ief constable in the country, and w as aw arded the  Q ueen's Police Med
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Her appointment, expected to be announced by the Metropolitan Police Authority today, n 
th a t for th e  first tim e  there will be four women on th e  management board o f Scotland Yar 
others are Assistant Commissioner Cressida Dick, the first AC in the Mat's history, and twc 
civilians.

Kit Malthouse, deputy mayor fo r policing, said; "W e  are sure Lynne will do a brilliant job  ir 
is a critical role in th e  run-up to tne Olym pic Games."
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