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D e a r Sheldon

News Corp/BSkyB Merger

1 re fe r to the S ecre tary of State's statem ent of 25*^ January.

I w rite on b eh a lf o f BT, G uardian M edia Group, A ssociated  N ew spapers Limited, Trinity M irror Pic, 
Northcliffe M ed ia  and Telegraph M edia Group (together th e  “Concerned Parties").

In his statem ent, the Secretary of State concludes (consistent with O fcom ’s advice) that the  
m erg er w ould  g ive  rise to plurality issues which w arrant investigation by th e  Com petition  
Com m ission.

T h e  S ecre tary  o f State then sets in motion a process under which O F T  and O fcom  are  asked  to 
exp lo re  possible “undertakings in lieu" with N ew s Corp an d  to  report to  the Secretary o f S ta te  on  
w hether such undertakings would be effective to  address “th e  potential im pact of m edia plurality”.

T h e  S ecre tary  of State only proposes to  go out to  public consultation however, a fte r he has  
provisionally decided  (in th e  light o f the advice from  O F T  and O fcom ) to  accept such undertakings.

In o rder to  en su re  th a t the overall process is both fa ir and thorough, it wiii therefore b e  critical for 
O fc o m /O F T  and  th e  Secretary o f  ̂ a te  to consult vwth key industry p layers (including the  
C oncerned  P arties) ahead  of the provisional decision.

T h e  C o n cerned  Parties stand ready to take part in this earlier consultation and  to  provide such  
assis tance as  w ould  be helpful.

In ad van ce  o f w hich , it would be very helpful to understand better how  each  o f O fcom  and  O F T  
see  th e ir respective  roles and the timing for next steps.
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I have sent a sim ilar letter to Ofcom  and the Secretary o f State, 

fncerely

N\

h '
Bertrand Louveaux
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