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- A C  L yn n e  O w e n s  d id  in te rv ie w s  w ith  T im e s , T e le g r a p h ,  ITN, B B C  News a n d  BBC 
N e w s n ig h t  on 28 March 2011;

IF A S K E D : N e w s n ig h t:

Q " L a rge  g ro u p s  o f 'b la c k  b lo ck ' a n a rc h is ts  w e re  a llo w e d  to  ro a m  a ro u n d  th e  W e s t E nd , T h e  
p o lic e  p re s e n t w e re  n o t ab le  to  c o n ta in  th e m . A re  yo u  s a tis fie d  w ith  th a t?

A C  O w e n s  - W h a t w e  s a w  on S a tu rd a y  w a s  b e tw e e n  a q u a rte r o f a m illio n  and  h a lf a m illion  
p e o p le  w h o  c a m e  to  Lo n d o n  to  p e a c e fu lly  p ro te s t. R e g re tta b ly  th e re  w e re  b ig  g ro u p s  o f 
b e tw e e n  500  and  1 ,000  p e o p le  w h o  c a m e  in to  L o n d o n  in te n t on c a u s in g  d a m a g e  and  c rim in a l 
b e h a v io u r in c lu d in g  v io le n c e . W h a t w e  d id  se e  is th e m  a t d iffe re n t t im e s  u s in g  d iffe re n t 
ta c tic s . S o m e tim e s  th e y  w e re  in big g ro u p s  like  th a t and  at o th e r t im e s  th e re  w e re  20  o r 30 o f 
th e m . T h e y  c h a n g e d  th e ir  a p p e a ra n c e  a t v a r io u s  tim e s  d u rin g  th e  da y . O n s o m e  o c c a s io n s  
th e y  w e re  w e a r in g  b la c k  bu t w e  have  C C T V  fo o ta g e  o f th e m  c h a n g in g  th e ir  c lo th e s  and  
s o m e tim e s  th e y  w e re  in d iffe re n t co lo u rs . S o  th e  w a y  w e  p o lic e d  th e  e v e n t w a s  to  ha ve  a 
p o lic in g  p re s e n c e  o u ts id e  th e  v u ln e ra b le  p re m is e s  s o  th a t w e  c o u ld  ac t s p e e d ily  a n d  ro b u s tly  
w h e n  in c id e n ts  h a p p e n e d  and  th a t is w h a t o c c u rre d  a n d  th a t is w h y  w e  m a d e  o ve r 2 0 0  
a rre s ts . 149 ha ve  a lre a d y  bee n  ch a rg e d .

Q - I s a w  p e o p le  a t O x fo rd  C ircu s  c o n fro n t a g ro u p  o f o ff ic e rs  w h o  w e re  rio t tra in e d . T h e y  
w e re  rio t e q u ip p e d  bu t th e y  w e re  a b le  to  do  little  m o re  b u t s im p ly  re tre a t. W h e re  w e re  the  
n u m b e rs  c o m p a re d  to  o th e r p u b lic  o rd e r s itu a tio n s  w e 'v e  had  in th is  c ity?

A C  O w e n s  - W e  had  4 ,5 0 0  o ffice rs  in L o n d o n  on  S a tu rd a y  in c lu d in g  o ffic e rs  fro m  o th e r 
fo rc e s . Ju s t lo o k  a t o u r fo o tp r in t. W e  co ve r fro m  E m b a n k m e n t to  P a rlia m e n t S q u a re  to  
T ra fa lg a r  S q u a re  a n d  fro m  O x fo rd  S tre e t to  R e g e n t S tre e t and  w e  a ls o  had  a b o u t a q u a rte r o f 
a m illio n  p e o p le  he re . W e  had  to  p ro te c t th e  s tre e ts  o f L o n d o n , W e  had  e n o u g h  re s o u rc e s  
h e re  and yo u  s a w  m y  o ffic e rs  re sp o n d  ro b u s tly . W e ’ll do  (hose  o ff ic e rs  a re a l d is s e rv ic e  if  w e  
d o n 't s a y  w h a t a g re a t jo b  th e y  d id  b e c a u s e  31 o f th e m  go t in ju re d  w h ile  try in g  to  dea l w ith  
th e s e  v e ry  d a n g e ro u s  p e o p le ,

Q - 1 th in k  s o m e  o f the  p ro te s te rs  w e re  s u rp r is e d  a t h o w  n o n -a g g re s s iv e  th e  p o lic in g  w a s .
W a s  it a p o lic y  no t to  co n ta in  the  p ro te s te rs ?

A C  O w e n s  - T h e re  is a d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  a g g re s s io n  and  ro b u s tn e s s . W e  w o u ld  n e v e r w a n t 
o u r p o lice  o ff ic e rs  to  be a g g re s s iv e  bu t th e y  d id  b e h a v e  ro b u s tly  a n d  th e y  d id  m a k e  a rre s ts  
and  w e  h a v e  g o t p e o p le  a p p e a rin g  in c o u rt on the  b a s is  o f  the  o ffe n c e s  c o m m itte d .

Q - W h a t s o m e  o f th e  b u s in e s s e s  a re  w o rr ie d  a b o u t is th a t the  p o lic y  o f 'ta k e  th e ir p h o to  and  
d e a l w ith  th e m  la te r ' is b e in g  a d o p te d  w h ile  d a m a g e  is b e in g  d o n e  to  th e ir  p ro p e rty ,

A C  O w e n s  - T h a t is a b s o lu te ly  n o t th e  p o licy . O n S a tu rd a y  th e re  w e re  m o re  a rre s ts  th a n  th e re  
has  b e e n  fo r  a t le a s t five  y e a rs . W e  g a ve  o ff ic e rs  a v e ry  c le a r in s tru c tio n  - if  you  see  
s o m e th in g , d o  s o m e th in g  - and  the  fa c t th a t 31 o f th e m  w e re  in ju re d  s h o w s  th a t th e y  d o  and  I 
p a y  h u g e  c re d it to  th e m .

Q  - N o rm a lly  it ta k e s  qu ite  a se rio u s  o ffe n c e  to  c o n s titu te  a 'w h ite  ju m p s u it  tre a tm e n t' W h y  d id  
s o  m a n y  o f th o s e  a rre s te d  ha ve  th e ir  c lo th e s  ta k e n  a w a y  w h ile  th e y  w e re  in th e  cu s to d y ?

A C  O w e n s  - W e  th in k  th e re  w e re  so m e  v e ry  s e r io u s  a c ts  o f v io le n c e  a t th e  w e e k e n d . S o m e  o f 
th o s e  w ill h a ve  fo re n s ic  im p lic a tio n s  - you  s a w  p a in t th ro w n  and  o th e r th in g s  - so  w e  s e i2ed 
c lo th in g  to  s e e  w h e th e r p e o p le  had  bee n  in v o lv e d  in th a t. B u s in e s s e s  in L o n d o n  w o u ld  e xp e c t 
us to  ta k e  th a t ro b u s t a c tio n  and  p re s e n t th e  b e s t e v id e n c e  in co u rt.
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