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To p r o te c t  ch ild ren , p ed ia tr ic ia n s m u s t  b e  w il l in g  to  ra ise  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f a b u se  
a n d  n o t  b e  in tim id a ted  b y  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s . W e  c o n sid e r  th a t th e  U n ite d  K in g 
d o m  G en era l M ed ica l C o u n c il d o e s  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  m a tters a n d  
h a s n o  sy s te m  for d e a lin g  a d e q u a te ly  w ith  c o m p la in ts  su b m itted  b y  p a ren ts  w h o  
c la im  fa lse  a lle g a tio n s  o f a b u se . T he a c tio n s  o f th e  G en era l M ed ica l C o u n c il in  th e  
r ec en t  ca ses o f Drs R o y  M e a d o w  a n d  D a v id  S o u th a ll c o n flic t  w ith  cu rren t ch ild  
p r o te c t io n  la w s a n d  g u id a n c e  for p r o fe ss io n a ls . B y  d e terr in g  d octors from  ra is in g  
c o n c er n s  a b o u t a ch ild 's  sa fe ty  a n d  g iv in g  o p in io n s  o n  ch ild  d ea th s , th e  G en era l 
M ed ica l C o u n c il m a y  b e  in c re a sin g  th e  risk o f ser io u s  ch ild  a b u se . A lth o u g h  th e  
rate  o f  reg istra tio n s b y  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  a u th o r it ie s  d ecrea sed  b y  28 %  b e tw e e n  
1 9 9 5  a n d  2 0 0 5  (ie, th e r e  are fe w e r  m u lt ia g e n c y  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  p la n s) , th e  
n u m b e r  o f cr im in a l c o n v ic t io n s  for  c ru e lty  to  or n e g le c t  o f a ch ild  in c re a se d  b y  
2 4 7 %  b e tw e e n  1 9 9 8  a n d  2 0 0 5 . It is u n a cc e p ta b le  th a t to  d a te  th e  G en era l M ed ica l 
C o u n c il h a s  r e fu sed  tr a in in g  in  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  o ffered  b y  th e  R o y a l C o lleg e  of  
P aed iatr ics a n d  C hild  H ea lth .
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W E AGREE WITH th e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f th e  artic le  b y  
C h a d w ick  et ah a n d  offer th e  fo l lo w in g  as a d d i

t io n a l e v id e n c e  in  su p p o rt o f th e ir  c o n c lu s io n  th a t th e  
a c tio n s  o f o u r  m e d ica l r eg u la to ry  b o d y , th e  G en era l 
M ed ica l C o u n c il (G M C ), co n flic t  w ith  cu rren t ch ild  p r o 
te c t io n  la w s a n d  g u id a n c e  for p r o fe ss io n a ls  a n d  a lrea d y  
m ig h t h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  r e d u c tio n  in  th e  w i l l in g 
n e ss  w ith  w h ic h  d o cto rs ra ise  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  co n c er n s . 
In 2 0 0 4 , th e  R o y a l C o lleg e  o f P ed iatrics a n d  C hild  H ea lth  
in  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m  p er fo rm ed  a su rv e y  o f m em b ers;  
14%  o f 3 8 5 3  p ed ia tr ic ia n s  h a d  b e e n  su b ject to  a form al 
c o m p la in t  a b o u t ch ild  protection .^  This h a d  in crea sed  
fro m  < 2 0  cases in  1 9 9 5  to  > 1 0 0  cases in  2 0 0 3 . Of th o s e  
d o ctors, 29 %  w e r e  less  w illin g  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  ch ild  
p r o te c t io n  w o r k . D o cto rs h a v e  a lso  w itn e s s e d  th e  GMC  
c e n su r e  o f Drs R o y  M e a d o w  a n d  D a v id  S o u th a ll, w h o  
h a v e  b e e n  cen tra l to  th e  id e n tif ic a t io n  o f l ife - th r e a te n in g  
ch ild  a b u se . T h ese  factors h a v e  p ro b a b ly  in c re a se d  th e  
p r o p o r tio n  o f d o cto rs u n w illin g  to  ta k e  part in  ch ild  
p r o te c t io n  w o r k . O n e  th ird  of ch ild  p r o te c t io n  p o sts  for  
d e s ig n a te d  d o cto rs in  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  are un filled ,^  a n d  
62 %  o f tr a in ee s  in  N o r th  W e st E n g la n d  d o  n o t  w ish  to  
d ea l w ith  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  cases."*

T he a c tio n s  o f th e  GMC h a v e  b e e n  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  
a n  e ffe c t iv e  ca m p a ig n  led  b y  a g ro u p  o f p a ren ts  a ccu sed  
o f a b u se  a n d  su p p o rted  b y  so m e  in flu e n tia l jo u rn a lists . 
O n e a im , a m o n g  o th ers , is to  d e n y  th e  e x is te n c e  of 
certa in  ty p e s  o f  life - th r e a te n in g  ch ild  a b u se . This h as  
r esu lted  in  p o lit ic ia n s  sta tin g  in  th e  H o u se s  o f P a rlia m en t  
h o w  fabricated  a n d  in d u c e d  illn e ss  is a " p ern ic io u s an d  
i ll- fo u n d e d  th eo ry ,"  "a th e o r y  w ith o u t  sc ien ce ,"  "based  
o n  th e  a sser tio n s  o f its in v e n to r  P rofessor  M ea d o w ,"  an d  
"has n o w  b e e n  discredited."^

O ur o w n  a n a ly sis  o f th e  GM C transcrip ts in  Dr 
S o u th a ll's  case  in d ic a ted  th a t th e  GMC fa iled  to  u n d e r 
sta n d  th e  o b lig a tio n s  p la c ed  o n  all c lin ic ia n s  b y  th e  C h il
d ren  A ct o f 1 9 8 9 , fa iled  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m u lt id isc i
p lin a ry  c o n te x t  in  w h ic h  ju d g m e n ts  are r ea c h e d  in  ch ild  
p r o te c t io n  w o r k , a n d  fa iled  to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  c o n flic t  o f 
in te re st  th a t c o u ld  h a v e  a ffec ted  th e  v ie w s  o f its o n ly  
e x p e r t  w itn e s s .  T he GM C a lso  p a id  in a d e q u a te  a tte n tio n  
to  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  of a n d  e v id e n c e  b a se  u n d e r p in n in g  Dr 
S o u th a ll's  o p in io n  a n d  fa iled  to  g iv e  a t te n tio n  to  its o w n  
ex p ert's  v ie w  th a t th e r e  w a s  n o  e v id e n c e  for a m ed ica l 
c a u se  for  th e  n o s e -b le e d in g  in c id e n t  a n d  th e  ex p ert's  
su p p o rt for Dr S o u th a ll's  o p in io n  th a t su ch  b le ed in g , if 
attr ib u ta b le  to  su ffo ca tio n , w o u ld  o ccu r  im m e d ia te ly  
(th e  m o th e r , w h o  h a d  b e e n  c o n v ic te d  p r e v io u s ly  for  
c a u s in g  th e  in fa n ts ' d ea th s , w a s  n o t  p r e se n t  a t th e  t im e  
th e  n o s e  b le e d in g  b e g a n ) . T he G M C 's e x p e r t  h a d  in  fact 
co n s id e r ed  th a t th e  fa th er  co u ld  n o t  b e  im p lica ted , a l 
th o u g h  th e  GM C h ea rd  h o w  th ird -p a r ty  c h eck s o n  h is  
w h e r e a b o u ts  a t th e  t im e  of th e  first in fa n t's  d e a th  had  
n o t  b e e n  m a d e . T h erefore, th e  GMC ju d g ed  Dr 
S o u th a ll's  a lle g a tio n  to  b e  fa lse  w ith o u t  ap p ro p ria te  e x 
p er tise  or in v e s t ig a t io n  to  m a k e  su ch  a ju d g m e n t . T he

GM C c o n tr a v e n e d  n a tu ra l ju s t ic e  in  o th e r  w a y s , as o u t 
lin e d  b y  C h a d w ick  et al, ‘ a n d  th u s  d e n ie d  Dr S o u th a ll a 
fair h e a r in g  a n d  a n  im p a rtia l ju d g m e n t.

A rtic le  10 o f th e  E u r o p e a n  C o n v e n t io n  o f H u m a n  
R ights a n d  E u n d a m e n ta l E reed o m s sta tes sp ec ifica lly  
th a t c it ize n s  are e n tit le d  to  v o ic e  th e ir  c o n c er n s  a n d  are  
lim ite d  o n ly  b y  th e  la w  o f d e fa m a tio n . E u rth erm o re , th e  
H o u se  o f Lords ru led  in  2 0 0 5  th a t " w h en  co n s id e r in g  
th a t so m e th in g  d o e s  n o t  fe e l 'q u ite  r igh t,' a d o cto r  m u st  
b e  a b le  to  ac t s in g le -m in d e d ly  in  th e  in te re sts  o f th e  
child."*’ T he v ie w s  o f th e  GMC w e r e  co n tra ry  to  cu rren t  
ch ild  p r o te c t io n  g u id a n c e , w h ic h  treats th e  ch ild 's sa fe ty  
as p a r a m o u n t, th a t is, "the d o cto r  is ch a rg ed  w ith  th e  
p r o te c t io n  o f th e  ch ild , n o t  w ith  th e  p r o te c t io n  of th e  
parent."*’ W e  d o  n o t  c o n sid e r  th a t th e  rep o rtin g  o f g e n 
u in e  c o n c er n s  a b o u t th e  sa fe ty  o f a ch ild  to  resp o n s ib le  
a u th o r itie s , w ith in  th e  c o n fid e n tia lity  o f e sta b lish e d  p r o 
cesses , brin gs th e  m e d ica l p r o fe ss io n  in to  d isrep u te , b u t  
th e  GMC did b e c a u se  it fa iled  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m ed ica l 
r esp o n s ib ilit ie s  in  ch ild  p r o te c t io n .

R eg a rd less o f w h e th e r  th e  m e d ica l o p in io n  is su p 
p o r ted  or re jec ted  b y  th e  cou rt, d octors m u s t  fe e l safe  in  
sh a rin g  g e n u in e ly  h e ld  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t th e  w e lfa r e  of  
ch ild ren  w ith o u t  fear of sa n c tio n s . H o w e v er , th e  G M C's 
v ie w  th a t Dr S o u th a ll b r o u g h t th e  p r o fe ss io n  in to  d isre 
p u te  b y  a c tin g  p r e c ip ita te ly  in  c o n ta c tin g  ch ild  p r o te c 
t io n  serv ices  a n d  b y  g iv in g  a n  o p in io n  "based o n  a th e o r y  
. . .  as u n d e r p in n e d  b y  y o u r  o w n  resea rch  . . . w ith o u t  
a n y  e v id e n c e  to  su p p o rt th o s e  th e o r ie s  a t all"’ is l ik e ly  to  
d eter  m a n y  p ed ia tr ic ia n s  fro m  p r o m p t a c tio n . S o m e  of 
u s h a v e  tr ied  to  p u b lish  o u r  a n a ly sis  o f th is  case  a n d  Dr 
S o u th a ll's  r e a so n e d  o p in io n  in  U n ite d  K in g d o m  jo u r n a ls  
b u t h a v e  b e e n  u n su c c e s s fu l, la rg e ly  b e c a u se  la w y e rs  
co n s id e r ed  th a t th is  h a s  th e  risk o f p rec ip ita tin g  a n  u n 
a ffo rd a b le  lib e l trial.

In th e  ca se  o f Dr M e a d o w , th e  GM C r e m o v e d  h is  
n a m e  from  th e  m e d ica l reg ister  for  fa ilin g  in  th e  crim in a l 
co u r t to  q u a lify  h is  q u o ta tio n  fro m  a g o v e r n m e n t  p u b 
lic a tio n  o n  th e  risks o f  2 su d d e n  in fa n t d e a th s . H o w e v er , 
a C ou rt o f A p p ea l ju d g e  h a d  ru led  p r e v io u s ly  th a t Dr 
M e a d o w 's  " o p in io n  w a s  b a sed  o n  h is  e x p e r t a sse s sm e n t  
o f th e  m e d ica l a n d  c ircu m sta n tia l e v id e n c e , n o t  o n  th e  
sta tistica l material."® Dr M e a d o w  h a d  n e v e r  h e ld  h im se lf  
o u t  as h a v in g  e x p e r tise  in  statistics, a n d  th e  co u r t an d  
la w y e rs  h a d  co p ies  o f h is  r e su m e  a n d  did  n o t  ob jec t to  
h is  a n sw e r s  in  cou rt.

T he H ig h  C ou rt ju d g e  w h o  re in s ta ted  Dr M e a d o w  o n  
th e  m e d ica l reg ister  c o n firm e d  th e  p o s it io n  o n  w itn e s s  
im m u n ity , th a t is, "the p o ss ib ility  o f  d isc ip lin a ry  p r o 
c ee d in g s  b a sed  o n  a c o m p la in t  b y  s o m e o n e  a ffec ted  b y  
th e  e v id e n c e  g iv e n  h a s  a se r io u s  d e te rr en t e ffec t." ’ T he  
ju d g e  d escr ib ed  th e  G M C 's o p in io n  as fo llo w s: "to say  h is  
[Dr M e a d o w 's]  c o n d u c t  w a s  'fu n d a m e n ta lly  in c o m p a ti
b le  w ith  w h a t  is e x p e c te d  b y  th e  p u b lic  fro m  a m ed ica l 
p ra c titio n er' a p p ro a ch es  th e  irra tion a l." ’ Drs S o u th a ll  
a n d  M e a d o w  h a d  b o th  g iv e n  th e ir  o p in io n s  in  g o o d  fa ith
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th a t th e  in fa n t  d e a th s  w e r e  u n n a tu ra l, a v ie w  c o n te ste d  
b y  th e  p a ren ts, as so  o f te n  o ccu rs in  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  
w o r k .

To p r o te c t c h ild ren , p ed ia tr ic ia n s m u s t  b e  w il l in g  to  
ra ise  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f a b u se  a n d  m u s t  n o t  b e  in tim id a ted  
b y  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s .  W e  co n sid er  th a t th e  GM C d o es  
n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  m a tters a n d  h a s  n o  s y s 
te m  for d e a lin g  a d e q u a te ly  w ith  c o m p la in ts  su b m itted  
b y  p a ren ts  w h o  c la im  fa lse  a lle g a tio n s  o f a b u se . T he  
G M C 's a c tio n s  are n o t  in  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  cu rren t ch ild  
p r o te c t io n  g u id a n c e  and , b y  d eterr in g  d o cto rs from  ra is
in g  c o n c er n s  a b o u t ch ild ren 's  sa fe ty  a n d  g iv in g  o p in io n s  
in  ch ild  d ea th s , th e y  m a y  b e  in c re a sin g  th e  risk o f ser io u s  
ch ild  a b u se . A lth o u g h  th e  rate o f  reg istra tio n s b y  ch ild  
p r o te c t io n  a u th o r it ie s  d ecrea sed  b y  28%  b e tw e e n  1995  
a n d  2 0 0 5 (ie,  th e r e  are fe w e r  m u lt ia g e n c y  ch ild  p r o 
te c t io n  p la n s), th e  n u m b e r  of cr im in a l c o n v ic t io n s  for  
c ru e lty  to  or n e g le c t  o f a ch ild  in c re a se d  b y  2 4 7 %  b e 
tw e e n  1 9 9 8  a n d  2 0 0 5 ."  It is u n a cc e p ta b le  th a t to  d ate  
th e  GMC h a s re fu sed  tra in in g  in  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  o ffered  
b y  th e  R o y a l C o lleg e  o f P aed iatrics a n d  C hild  H ea lth . 
F u rth erm o re , th e ir  fa ilu re  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  p e d ia tr i
c ian s' r esp o n s ib ilit ie s  in  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  m a tters is c o m 
p o u n d e d  b y  th e ir  u n ju s t  p ro cess. H a v in g  sp en t 3 w e e k s  
in  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 6  h e a r in g  fu rth er  c o m p la in ts  a g a in st Dr 
S o u th a ll r e la tin g  to  ch ild  p r o te c t io n  cases fro m  u p  to  20  
yea rs ago , th e y  h a v e  n o w  p o s tp o n e d  th e  c o m p le t io n  of 
th e  h e a r in g  u n til N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 7 . J u stice  d e la y ed  is 
ju s t ic e  d e n ie d — to  b o th  co m p la in a n ts  a n d  d o ctors.
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