
For Distribution to CPs

M odule Code: M C T 0 5 1 6

M odule T itle: Media Law

M odule T u to r: Duncan Bloy

S emester: Autumn and S pring Credit Value: 10

S c h e m e  o f  s tu d y  fo r w h ich  th is  m o d u le  is  co m p u lso ry : 

T itle  o f  S ch em e: MA Jou rnalism

A im s Of T he M odule:

T o  PROVIDE AN APPRECIATION OETHE ENGLISH LEGAL SYSTEM AS THE CONTEXTUAL ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH THE MEDIA OPERATES. STUDENTS 
WILL ALSO BE INTRODUCED TO IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OE EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS JURISPRUDENCE. RELEVANT STATUTORY AND CASE LAW 
MATERIAL WILL BE EXPLAINED AND STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED TO CARRY OUT BASIC RESEARCH TO ACCESS THIS INEORMATION.

L earn ing  O u tc o m e s  Of T h e  M odule:

On completion oethe module a student should have:
1. K n ow ledg e  and u n d ers ta n d in g : k n o w led g e  o f th e  legal c o n te x t in w hich  th e  m ed ia  has to  o p e ra te  

In te lle c tu a l skills: en h an ced  a n a ly tic a l, research  and co m m u n ica tio n s  skills.

D isc ip line  specific  skills: increased  con fid ence  to  c h a llen g e  a s su m p tio n s  p artic u la rly  ab o u t fre e d o m  o f express io n . 
A b ility  to  w e ig h  legal risks w hen  w o rk in g  as a jo u rn a lis t.

T ra n s fe ra b le  skills: In c re a s e d  in te rp e rs o n a l and co m m u n ica tio n  skills.

2.
3.

4 .

M eth o d s Of T each in g  And L earn ing :

The module will be conducted on a 'workshop' basis in PREEERENCE to a EORMAL LECTURE STYLE. The sessions will be INTERACTIVE 
AND STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE IN DISCUSSIONS AND ANALYSIS OE LEGAL AND JOURNALISTIC/BROADCASTING ISSUES.
Workshops are plateorm specieic, tailored to newspaper, magazine and broadcast journalists.

A s se s sm e n t:

ONE PIECE OE ASSESSED COURSEWORK WITH A WORD LIMIT OE 2,000 TO BE SUBMITTED BY THE END OE THE MODULE. A CHOICE OE TOPICS 
WILL BE GIVEN AND WILL REELECT CURRENT ISSUES EACING JOURNALISTS. THE COURSEWORK IS DESIGNED TO ASSESS RESEARCH AND 
ANALYTICAL SKILLS AND ABILITY TO IDENTITY CORRECTLY THE LEGAL ISSUES THAT MAY EITHER ENHANCE OR RESTRICT JOURNALISTS'ABILITY TO 
CARRY OUT THEIR EUNCTTONS. COURSEWORK AND EXAMS ARE TAILORED TO THE RANGE OE JOURNALISM PLATEORMS COVERED WITH 
APPROPRIATE CHOICES FOR NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE AND BROADCAST STUDENTS.
To w o rk  as a jo u rn a lis t, a s tu d e n t need s  to  h ave  re ta in e d  th is  legal in fo rm atio n  and be ab le  to  a p p ly  it in live s itu a tio n s . An  
e x a m  fo rm a t is w e ll su ited  fo r tes tin g  th e  scope o f th e  s tu d en t's  k n o w led g e  and p ow ers  o f critical an a lys is  to  a p p ly  th is  to  
a ran g e  o f issues and scenarios ._______________________________________________________________________________________________________

M eth o d s o f  S u m m a tiv e  A sse s sm e n t:

T yp e %  C o n trib u tio n T itle D ead lin e W o rd  Length

C W 3 0 Essay on top ica l legal issue re le v a n t to  w ork ing  
jo u rn a lis ts

A pril 2 0 1 2 2 ,0 0 0

E xam 7 0 M edia  Law M ay 2 0 1 2 2 hours
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S y llab u s  C o n ten t:

1 ) In tro d u c tio n  to th e  legal system

2 ) F reed o m  o f express io n  and th e  public in te re s t  

Law re la tin g  to  d e fa m a tio n

C rim in a l and Civil R epo rtin g  res tric tio n s  and th e ir  consequences  

C o n te m p t o f C o urt 

H u m an  R ights: A rtic le  8 v  A rtic le  10 .

P rivacy

M ed ia  reg u la tio n

P ro tectio n  o f jo u rn a lis ts ' sources.

1 0 )  In te lle c tu a l P ro p erty : C o p y rig h t, Im a g e  R ights  and T ra d e m a rk s .

1 1 )  R eflec tion s: T h e  fu tu re  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  legal process and th e  jo u rn a lis t

There w i l l  u n d o u b te d ly  be  n e w  issues fo r  d iscuss ion  ra ise d  b y  c o u r t dec is ion s  o r  n e w  le g is la tio n  a n d  in  th e  
in te re s ts  o f  to p ic a lity , t im e  w i l l  be  fo u n d  to  in te g ra te  th e m  in to  th e  course ._________________________________

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8) 
9)

In d ic a tiv e  R ead ing  List:

H a d w in , S ara  &  B loy, D u ncan  (2 0 1 1 )  Law a n d  th e  M edia, S w e e t &  M axw ell (S econ d  E d itio n ).

C a re y , P e te r e t al ( 2 0 1 0 )  M edia Law, S w e e t &  M axw ell

G re e n w o o d , W a lte r ;  W e lsh , T o m  and B anks , D av id  (2 0 1 1 )  M acN ae 's  E sse n tia l Law fo r J o u rn a l is ts  ( 2 1 s t  e d itio n ) .
O xfo rd  U n ive rs ity  Press.

R o bertson  &  Nicol (2 0 0 8 )  M edia Law (5 th  E d ition ), P enguin.

P e rso n a l D ev e lo p m e n t P lan n in g :
Progress on all modules is discussed in eortnightly one-to-one tutorials with personal tutors.
S tu d e n ts  a re  m a d e  a w a re  th a t  th e  u n d ers tan d in g  and app lication  o f m ed ia  law  a re  k e y  to e m p lo y a b ility .
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