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S y n o p s i s :

C e n t r e d  a r o u n d  p l o t  t o  k i d n a p  

a n d  m u r d e r  a  B r i t i s h  M u s l i m  

s o l d i e r ,  p l u s  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  

e q u i p m e n t  o u t  t o  P a k i s t a n  f o r  

t e r r o r i s t  p u r p o s e s .

E i g h t e e n  p r o p e r t y  s e a r c h e s .

N i n e  a r r e s t s / s i x  c h a r g e s / f o u r  

g u i l t y  p l e a s / o n e  f o u n d  g u i l t y / o n e  

a c q u i t t a l .

P a r v i z  K h a n  

r e c e i v e d  a  l i f e  

s e n t e n c e  f o r  h i s  

r o l e  in  t h e  p l o t .
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jot long back from his six-month tour in Iraq, the young Muslim 
oldier was puzzled when police called at his family home in 
Sirmingham. What they had to say left him speechless with 
isbelief

)fficers described how a gang from his home town was allegedly 
lotting to abduct the soldier, aged in his 20s, and then force him 
n film to "apologise" for what he had done in Iraq.

sfterthis propaganda coup, the gang intended to video themselves 
xecuting their hostage. His murder would be seen worldwide on 
ne internet as a warning to other British Muslims regarded by the 
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A i  Q a e d a  w a s  b e h i n d  ' p l o t '  t o  

b e h e a d  s o i d i e r
by STEPHEN WRIGHT and BEN TAYLOR 

Last updated at 1 0:01 01 February 2007

Afoiled plot to kidnap, torture and behead 
a British Muslim soldierwas orchestrated 
byAI Qaeda, police sources have said.

Oflficers suspect the mastermind behind 
the appalling attempt to bring the horrors 
of Baghdad to the streets of Britain is a 
senior AI Qaeda terrorist with close links 
to Osama Bin Laden.

More here:
■ A dilemma for the Forces
■ The sick propaganda video
■ The men they held at dawn
■ Host!lib/ and fear on the quiet streets
■ 'Did this soldier trigger the plot?'

A heavy police presence in Foxton 
Ftoad, Alum FCock. Click enlarge to see 
a map of the areas where arrests took 

place

The alleged plan was to abduct a Muslim soldier, mirroring the murders of British 
hostages Ken Bigley and Margaret Hassan.

The victim would have been made to plead for his life to Tony Blair, denounce the war
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C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  P l a n

•  S t a t e m e n t  r e a d y  t o  i s s u e  p r o a c t i v e l y

•  W e l l  m a n n e d  p r e s s  o f f i c e  o n  

m o r n i n g  o f  a r r e s t s

•  P l a n s  in  p l a c e  f o r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  

p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e

•  M u l t i - l i n g u a l  l e a f l e t s  p r o d u c e d  ( f o r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  2 4  h o u r s  l a t e r )

M u l t i - l i n g u a l  p h o n e  l i n e s  s e t  u p  ( f o r
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M e d i a  R e a c t i o n

s t o r y  l e a k e d  p u t t i n g  p r e s s  o f f i c e  o n  b a c k  f o o t

M a s s  c o n v e r g e n c e  o n  c o m m u n i t i e s

P h o t o g r a p h e r s ’ c o m p l a i n t s

P r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  r o o m  n o t  b i g  e n o u g h / n o  o n - s i t e  p a r k i n g  

P r e s s u r e  t o  c o n f i r m  i d e n t i t y  o f  s o l d i e r
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C o m m u n i t y  r e a c t i o n

•  A n g r y  a n d  c o n f u s e d

•  S c e p t i c a l

•  F e l t  p o l i c e  w e r e  h e a v y  h a n d e d

•  B e l i e v e d  p o l i c e  h a d  i n v i t e d  

m e d i a  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  h a d  

p r o v i d e d  p l o t  d e t a i l s

E x a m p le  o f  c o m m u n it y  p i c  in  n a t io n a l  m e d ia .

MOD200007864



For Distribution to CPs

^  Q  O p e r a t i o n  G a m b l e  2  ( e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  2 1 / 1 0 / 0 8 )
J D S  C O UNT E R  T E R R O R I S M  UNJ

S y n o p s i s

A r r e s t  o f  f i v e  p e r s o n s  f o r  f a c i l i t a t i o n  ( l i n k e d  t o  o r i g i n a l  G a m b l e )

F o u r  c h a r g e d  a n d  a l l  p l e a d e d  g u i l t y .
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C o m m u n i t y  a n d  m e d i a  r e a c t i o n  ( p l a y  v i d e o )
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C o m m s  p l a n n i n g  f r o m  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d

• Consciously low-key approach

• Decision not to hold press conference

• More details given in initial press release

• More information given to officers at scene

• Media strategy ran in parallel with 
community engagement plan
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