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Welcome! This handbook is for both Media, Entertainment & Sports Law (the 30-credit 
version) and Media Law (the 20-credit version), and it includes information on the various 
topics that will be covered over the course of both modules, as well as other essential 
information regarding assessment, workload and participation. Please read it carefully.

I. Overview

The legal aspects of media and sports are increasingly important. In an environment where 
they are often lucrative commercial enterprises while remaining culturally significant and of 
quite some public concern, any disputes must be resolved by balancing a range of seemingly 
contradictory factors. The course centres on law and regulation in the UK, as influenced by 
European law, and draws comparative insights from other jurisdictions throughout.

By the end of this module, students should:

• Be able to identify and explain the structure of the media industry in the UK
• Have an appreciation of the main social, technological and regulatory influences 

shaping its development
• Have an understanding of the regulation of the media and sports industries from an 

economic perspective
• Have an understanding of the issues relating to  the management of media, 

entertainment and sports careers from a private law perspective, including the use of 
media and sports contracts, the protection of privacy and the end of livelihood issues

• Have an understanding of the importance of the protection of freedom of expression 
in the media context and regulation of the media from a public perspective.

2. Introductory Lecture

In Week I , we introduce this module and the themes that will be dealt with throughout the 
year. This is your opportunity to  ask any questions about readings, assessment and other 
practical matters. W e will also discuss the media, entertainment and sports industries in 
general: how are they influenced and governed by various types of law? Common themes 
are presented, such as the management of rights and careers and the encouragement and 
protection of innovation and creativity. Substantive lectures then begin in week 2, as set 
out in this outline. The weeks refer to  lecture weeks; seminars and workshops run to a 
different schedule.
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3. Teaching methods and workload expectations

Three different teaching models will be used during the module. These are weekly lectures, 
fortnightly seminars (the first is in Week 3). and two workshops (one each semester).

• The lectures are intended to  provide you with a short introduction to the subject 
only. You should not think that going to the lectures will provide you with all you 
need to  know about the subject. The lectures are designed to  provide a framework 
fo r thinking about the subject and guideposts for further reading. If you want to  do 
well in this module, you must fill in the gaps by reading the materials assigned.

• Seminars are intended for you to  practice the legal skills needed for the assessment 
and for your future careers, whether or not that is in the law; to  consolidate the 
reading and learning that you have done; and to  raise and discuss problems from 
your reading generally. Seminars are not occasions when silence is an option. You 
should prepare the assigned reading and seminar questions and come ready to 
discuss this in class. If you have had particular problems understanding something, 
the seminar is the opportunity to  explore those with the lecturer. What seminars 
are not is mini-lectures or note-taking exercises. You will be expected to  have done 
the reading in advance and should contact us at least 24 hours in advance by e-mail if 
you are not able to  attend or have not been able to  do the reading.

• These modules also feature workshops. Workshops are larger groups, where you 
can discuss a hypothetical practical problem that brings together the law we have 
been discussing during that particular block. Participation in workshops is an 
important part of your engagement with media law and can assist with the 
development of key transferable skills, particularly negotiation and groupwork. They 
also draw upon the latest developments in media law, putting you in the shoes of 
lawyers, public servants and journalists faced with difficult questions.

You must attend all three types. If you do not, you will find yourself at a disadvantage not 
just in terms of assessment and obtaining a good grade on the module, but in how you can 
make use of the material that you have read and learned in your future careers.

The expectations in terms of workload are as follows, but please note that this is a guide:

• The 20-credit module contains 17 weeks of lectures. The university’s expectation is 
that you will spend 200 notional hours working on this module. One suggestion for 
managing this time is 17 hours lectures, 8 hours seminars, 4 hours workshops (total 
30 hours in class), plus 7 hours per week of private study, revision and seminar 
preparation (119 hours), reserving 52 hours for exam preparation.

• The 30-credit module runs for a full year (23 weeks). The university’s expectation is 
that you will spend 300 notional hours working on this module. One suggestion for 
managing this time is 23 hours lectures, I I hours seminars, 4 hours workshops (total 
37 hours in class), plus 7 hours per week of private study, revision and seminar 
preparation (161 hours), reserving 35 hours for writing your coursework and 66 
hours for exam preparation.

3B4Y/3B7Y Handbook 2011/12

MODI 00052166



For Distribution to CPs

4. Assessment

3B4Y (30-credit option):

Examination (2 hours, unseen, open book) worth 75% of final grade; coursework 
worth 25% of final grade.

3B7Y (20-credit option):

Examination (2 hours, unseen, open book) worth 100% of final grade.

An ‘open book’ examination means that you can bring any printed materials (including your 
own handwritten and printed notes) to  the examination, with the exception of (a) books 
borrowed from the UEA libraries and (b) electronic devices of any sort. Approaching an 
open book exam requires a different approach to a traditional closed-book examination, and 
it is important that you keep your materials under control as the year proceeds. The nature 
of the exam will also be reflected in the questions and indeed the marking; little credit will 
be given for reproducing definitions from your carefully compiled notes, but students 
drawing upon these resources to  write in an analytical and critical style should be very 
successful. Past papers are available on the university website.

The coursework, chosen from a number of topics, must be submitted by the prescribed 
deadline (both topics and deadline will be supplied to  you), and is subject to  a word limit of 
2000 words. The Law School has a system of penalties for late submission and for failure to 
comply with the word limit.

5. Resources

Most readings for the course will be available via the Portal/Blackboard. Please confirm that 
you have access to  the appropriate pages and check the website on a regular basis.

There is no recommended text for this module, but there are a number of useful books 
available in the library and for optional purchase:

• Goldberg, Sutter and Walden, Media Law and Practice (OUP, 2009) is a very 
comprehensive book on media law, including chapters on topics such as competition 
and new media not often found in media textbooks. It is very up-to-date, but is only 
available at a high price (approximately £75).

• Robertson & Nicol, Media Law is a useful book for some (but not all) of this module. 
It includes a very detailed consideration of the law on defamation, and also deals 
with other areas of media law such as contempt of court, broadcasting law and 
copyright. The best edition is the revised 5'̂ *’ edition, which has been republished in 
paperback by Penguin in 2008.

• Nicol, Media Law and Human Rights (2"'' edition, OUP, 2009).
• McNae’s Essential Law For Journalists (OUP) is the standard text for media law 

courses offered to  journalism students. It’s now in its 20* edition and takes a very
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practical approach to  media law, although without much in the way of criticism or 
detailed consideration of caselaw.

• Quinn, Law for Journalists. This has just been updated (3'̂ '' edition, Pearson, 2011) 
and, like McNae, is written with the journalist in mind.

• Feintuck and Varney, Media regulation, public interest and the law (2006) is available as 
an electronic book in the UEA library. It will be useful for the classes on 
broadcasting and competition.

• Gardiner, Sports Law (2006) is a good general text on sports law.
• There is also a useful statute book in the Blackstone’s series. Media Law -  the third 

edition (2010) is the most up to date.

Specialist journals include the Entertainment Law Review and Communications Law (both 
via Westlaw), the Entertainment and Sports Law Journal (on the Internet), and the Journal 
of Media Law. The Entertainment and Media Law Reports are available through Westlaw, 
although many cases are also reported in the general law reports and on websites like Bailii. 
The website of 5 Raymond Buildings fhttp://www.5rb.co.uk) contains cases and casenotes on 
media cases, particularly in the areas of defamation and privacy.

Some useful newspapers and web resources for news and new developments related to 
media law include:

• The Guardian (media supplement on a Monday, online at http://media.guardian.co.uk. 
weekly podcast is ‘Media Talk’)

• BBC Radio 4 (‘The Media Show’ weekly podcast when on air)
• Media Week (magazine, website): http://www.mediaweek.co.uk
• Press Gazette (magazine, website): http://www.pressgazette.co.uk

6. Contact Information

The module will be taught by

• Daithi Mac Si'thigh fd.mac-sithigh@uea.ac.uk) (module organiser, semester I)
• Karen Me Cullagh (k.mccullagh@uea.ac.uk) (module organiser, semester 2)
• Michael Marker (m.harker@uea.ac.uk)
• Paul Bernal (paul.bernal@uea.ac.uk) and
• Rob Heywood (r.hevwood@uea.ac.uk)
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S che d u le  -  in  s u m m a ry

Please note that this schedule may change during the course of the academic year. You will 

receive information on your seminar group allocation in your timetable. W orkshops are 

also allocated to  you, taking place in w eek 8 or 9 in each semester. The shaded lectures and 

seminars are taken by 3B4Y  only.

SEMESTER ONE

1 (2§-9) Introduction DMS

2 (3.10) Journalism DMS

3 (10.10) Journalism DMS Journalism 1 DMS

4 (17.10) Journalism DMS

5 (24.10) Broadcast & Competition MH Journalism 2 DMS

S (31.10) Broadcast & Competition MH

7 (7.11 ) Broadcast & Competition MH Broadcast & Competition 1 MH

8 (14.11 ) Broadcast & Competition MH Workshop
DMS/MH

9 (21.11 ) Broadcast & Competition MH Broadcast & Competition 2 MH

10 (28.111 Broadcast & Competition MK

11 (5.12) Broadcast & Competition 3 MH

12(12.12)

SEMES TER TWO

1 (16.1) Defamation KMC

2 (23.1) Defamation KMC

3 (30.1) Defamation KMC Defamation KMC

4 (6.2) Press & Ad Regulation KMC

5 (13.2) Privacy PB Press & Ad Regulation KMC

6 (20.2) Privacy PB

7 (27.2) Privacy PB Privacy PB

8 (5.3) Workshop
KMC/PB

9 (12.3)

10 (19.3)

11 {26,3)

12 (23.4)

DMS: Daithf Mac Sfthigh; MH: Michael Harker
KMC: Karen Me Cullagh; PB: Paul Bernal; RH: Rob Heywood

3B4Y/3B7Y Handbook 2011/12

MODI 00052169



For Distribution to CPs

A p p e n d ix :  In fo rm a t io n  o n  T o p ic s
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3B4Y O N L Y  ; Entertainment Law (Daithi Mac Si'thigh
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