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T h e  D e p artm e n t o f M e d ia  a n d  C o m m u n ica tio n s

M e d ia  P ro d u c tio n  In tro d u c tio n  
Jo u rn a lis m

U p d a te d  S eptem b er 20 11

T h is  co u rse  is  taken  b y  M e d ia  a n d  C o m m u n ica tio n s stu d en ts, M e d ia  an d  
M o d e rn  L ite ra tu re  stud en ts a n d  J o in t  H o n o u rs  stud en ts a n d  m ay ta k e  p la ce  in  
y o u r f irs t , second o r th ird  y e a r. F o r  som e stu d e n ts, go in g on to sp e cia lise  fu rth e r 
in  jo u rn a lis m , th is w ill be the f ir s t  p a rt o f a tw o o r th re e p a rt  co u rse.

M C 52O 0 8A
M C 5 3 0 2 9 A
M C 5 1 0 1 1 A
M C 5 1 0 1 1 A

In tro d u c tio n  to a re a  o f stu d y
The course is  designed to serve as an introduction to the practice o f  contem porary 
jo u rn a lism .

L e a rn in g  O utcom es
B y  the end o f the course yo u  should have:

1. A cq u ire d  s k ills  in  inform ation gathering, a n aly sis and com m unication, appropriate 
to a w id e range o f p ro fessio n al areas in  add itio n  to p rin t jo u rn a lism  and to a variety o f 
audiences

2. D eveloped yo ur creative and c ritic a l exp ressio n w ith in  the conventions o f 
jo u rn a lism

3. A cq u ire d  the know ledge and s k ills  to be c ritic a l o f  jo u rn a listic  practice in clu d in g  
yo u r ow n

4. T he confidence, know ledge and s k ills  to w o rk independently, fle x ib ly  and to 
deadline, in  the research, organisation and w ritin g  o f  a new s report, an in te rvie w  and a 
feature article

T e a c h in g  M eth o d s A n d  C o u rs e  C o n te n t
Y o u  w ill learn by p ractisin g , b asic new s-gathering, in te rview in g  and feature w riting. 
The course days w ill n o rm ally  in clu d e talks on aspects o f  jo u rn a lism  and group 
sem inars. M ost assignm ents w ilt be carried  out between practice days. In  the second 
h a lf o f  term , there w ill be tu to rials, in d iv id u a lly , o r in  groups o f  tw o o r three, 
depending on the tim e a vailab le . There are no lectures. Students w ill learn by doing, 
and every exercise and assignm ent w ill be discu ssed and analysed in  the group or 
in d iv id u a lly . 7 ... ..

P le ase  n ote th a t th is  c o u rse  c o m p rise s at w h o le  c o u rse  im it  and! y o a  a re  expected! 
to  p ro d u c e  w o rk  o u tsid ^ y o ia r p ro d u c tio n  d a y s . '- ~  .
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A sse ssm en t:
Learn in g  outcom es 1-4 w ill be assessed v ia  a p o rtfo lio  co m prising three pieces o f  
w o rk:
1 A  new s story (30 0 -50 0  w o rd s)
2 A n  in te rvie w  piece (p ro file ) (80 0 -10 00  w o rd s)
3 A  feature (80 0 -10 00  w o rd s)

O n the last w orkshop day o f  term , yo u  m ust also  hand in  two copies o f a ll class w ork 
and w eekly assignm ents in  addition to tw o copies o f yo u r fin a l p o rtfo lio . W e expect 
to see a m inim um  o f fiv e  separate p ieces derived from  yo u r class w o rk; it cannot 
in clu d e  y o u r team research report.

A ssessm ent criteria, eq u ally  w eighted:

1. The am bition o f  the w o rk
2. The variety  and appropriateness o f  sources used across the p o rtfo lio
3. The q u ality  o f an alysis
4. The structure and style o f the w o rk

M arkin g : 80%  o f yo u r fin a l m ark w ill com e fi:om  the p o rtfo lio  and 20%  w ill be from  
y o u r class w o rk and contribution in  class.

P lease e n su re  y o u  re fe r to the h a n d b o o k  ‘ P o ck e t g u id e to m ed ia la w  an d  e th ics’ 
a v a ila b le  on le a rn .g o ld  w h e n  w ritin g  a ll a rtic le s .

P lease h a n d  in  2 copies o f a ll y o u r w o rk  in  2 se p a ra te  fo ld e rs.
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T im e ta b le

W e e k  O n e :
A M :
Coiurse introduction and aim s 
W a lk  through o f sy llab u s.
Contacts
In itia l b rie fin g  on E L L

W hat is  new s?
W hat m akes new s?
N ew  values
H o w  do w e define a new s story 
D iffe ren t types o f new s stories:
W o rkin g  in  pairs analyse the top new s story o f  the day on the G uard ian  and Telegraph 
sites; com pare w ith  red top tabloids.
D oes o b je ctiv ity  re a lly  exist?
H o w  stories d iffe r between different p u b licatio n s and betw een o n lin e and 
print/broadcast.

P M :
W hat are Features?
The different types o f  feature w ritin g : com m ent, d iary, arts, interview s, case studies, 
personal observation etc.
W hen is  a feature new sy and w hen it is  not. The use o f  evidence and style. L o o k  at 
the features on the E ast London L in e s w ebsite.

A ssignm ent:
In  groups, research an assigned lo ca l area. Prepare a two o r three page research report 
about the area by next w eek, w h ich  w ill inclu d e tw o ideas fo r new s stories and two 
ideas fo r features w h ich  w ill be discussed in  class.

W e e k  T w o
A M : • ■ ■
D isc u ssio n  o f  ideas fo r new s sto ries: ,

• H o w  to soiurce and develop new s stories
• W hat soiurces to go to, w ho to contact

W here do w e get iiifo rm a tip n  from : courts, co u n cils, p u b lic  bodies etc.
U sin g  o n lin e soiurces and so cia l m ed iain terview in g  fo r info rm atio n and o pin io n:

• The im portance o f the in te rvie w  to a ll jo u rn a lism .
• T he difference between gathering facts and o ffe rin g  o p in io n s. D iffe ren t types 

o f  new s in te rview s: research, v o x  pop, case study, doorstep, telephone.

B rie fin g  on v o x  pop exercise

D isc u ssio n  o f  ideas fo r fe a tu re  and h o w  th ey

A ii^ y ^ \b fJ ^ t m e s ^ Ie 'a h d c o n t e ii^ v .r '„ -_ '^ ^ ^  .
'R e se a rch in g  features in  y d u r area: w hat is  o h  E L L ? . I  — -r-j
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In te rvie w in g  fo r features: ce le b rity, p ro file  etc.

A ssignm ents:

1 W rite up yo ur v o x  pop, w ith  a short intro, fo llo w ed  by quotes. 500-600 w ords.

2 Subm it a short research report o f  about 200 w ords fo r a new s story o r feature from  
yo u r area

W e e k  T h re e

A M : •
Feedback on v o x  pop exercise and d iscu ssio n  o f  new s story research reports

N ew s w ritin g :
H o w  to w rite a new s story.
Rem em bering the F iv e  W ’ s and the H  
Structuring a new s story 
U sin g  quotes e ffective ly.
The im portance o f  consistent style
E xe rcise : u sin g w orksheets pro vid ed w rite a sim ple, balanced new s story 

P M :
D iscu ssio n  o f  features ideas 
Features styles continued:
H o w  w ritin g  styles d iffe r between different form ats 
F irst person, consum er, co n fessio nal, reportage

Feature w ritin g  exercise -  A s  a class choose a new s story to use as in sp iratio n  fo r 
features and together brainstorm  a ll the p o ssib le feature ideas that com e out o f  this. 
Then in  sm all groups do the sam e w ith  a d ifferent new s story. In  consultation w ith 
y o u r tutor choose one o f  yo u r ideas to expand into a feature and research it and draw  
up a p lan  fo r w hat such a feature w ould  lo o k  lik e .

B rie fin g  on court reporting 

A ssignm ents:
1 B e g in  to investigate p o ssib le  feature and in te rview  subjects.

2 Read up on court reporting fo r next w eek and m ake sure yo u kn o w  w here yo u  are 
going.

W e e k  F o u r:

C o u rt reporting '
A M : ;
You) w ill! be m eeting at the co u rL

-rPM :-
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R eturn to o ffice  and w rite u p  com t report under su p ervisio n .

A ssignm ent:
1. Com plete yo ur com t report in  no m ore than 4 0 0  w ords.

2 . C ontact yo ur p o rtfo lio  in te rview  and feature subjects to arrange interview s.

W e e k  F iv e :
A M :
D e b rie f on com f reports.

N ew spaper and w eb production.
B a sic  sub-editing in clu d in g  intros, headlines, sub- heads and length.
Y o u  w ill w o rk  in  groups on subbing and editing exercises

P M :
Feature/interview  research -  how  to do it.

Structuring longer pieces o f  w ritin g /in tro s and outros 
A gree p ro file  features and in te rview  subjects w ith  tutor.
D iv id e  into peer re vie w  groups. Y o u  w ill be re vie w in g  each piece o f  w o rk by 
everyone n  yo ur re vie w  group -  u sin g  the peer re v ie w  questions. T h is is  an im portant 
part o f  yo ur learning as yo u w ill be practisin g  editing s k ills  as w e ll as learn in g from  
each other.

A ssignm ent; R esearch yo ur feature and in te rvie w  and prepare draft versio n s o f  both 
fo r w eek seven. D rafts m ust be circulated to yo u r peer group w e ll before the w eek 
seven class.

W eek S ix  (R eadin g w eek):
N O  C L A S S E S .

W eek Seven
A M : ,
Press conference exercise
Y o u  w ill attend a m ock press conference and w rite a report to deadline 

P M :
T u to ria ls o r peer group d iscu ssio n s on drafts 

A ssignm ent:

1. R e -w rite  feature and in te rview s.
2. Source a new s story from  yo u r area.

W eek E ig h t _ - - .. ■ ....  —

C reating a  n ^ s  E sL - "T'- /  : ” , - 
lit  ^ ^ p s ,  a g re e 'I'd a ily  new s lis t  fo r y o u r a re ^  . _
D e cid e  w hat w e  features and w hat i c  n ew s stories.*;
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Write up one news story.
Edit each other’s work and provide headlines.

PM:
Tutorials

Assignment:

Work on your feature and interview

WeekNine 
AM: *
News writing exercise: TBC 
Briefing on news story for portfolio 
Discussion of ideas

PM:
Tutorials 

Week Ten 

AM:
Confirm news stories for portfolios.
In peer groups, provide critical feedback on each other’s final features/interviews. 

PM:
Tutorials
Final briefing on portfolio requirements 

Week Eleven:
Hand in two copies of your portfolio.
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