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L is te n in g  devices - a b rie fin g  note  fro m  the  E d ito r ia l R eview  G ro u p

The Press C om pla ints C om m ission Code o f Praetiee a llow s a ll jo u rna lis ts  to  go about th e ir jo b  in  a 
professional manner, reporting  events fa ir ly  and aeeurately.

H ow ever, recent events have pu t pressure on The Code and it  is  im portant that we keep abreast o f the 
challenges in  re la tion  to  the legal, e th ica l and m ora l issues fac ing  editors. The m ove to  m ulti-channe l 
pub lish ing  has also increased the pressure facing  us a ll.

As a resu lt o f recent court cases and the Press C om pla ints C om m ission's stance, the Johnston Press 
E d ito ria l R eview  G roup has decided that it  w ou ld  be prudent i f  we were to  send out regular alerts on 
issues and updates covering a ll aspects o f the jo u rn a lis tic  code - in c lu d ing  d ig ita l.

A ll o f us should abide b y  the Press C om pla ints C om m ission code. One recent issue tha t has attracted 
I the headlines covers the use o f lis ten ing  devices.

Th is form s the firs t o f w hat w ill be regular rem inders on w hat the p o lic y  covering p ub lica tion  should 
be:

L IS T E N IN G  D E V IC E S

F o llo w in g  the  ja ilin g  o f a News o f the  W o rld  re p o rte r fo r  m o b ile  phone offences, the  g ro u p  has 
a lso decided to  re m in d  a ll e d ito rs  o f the  Code o f P ra c tice  in  re la tio n  to  the  use o f lis te n in g  
devices.

I t  does n o t a llo w  new spapers o r w ebsites to  seek, o b ta in  o r p u b lis h  m a te ria l w h ich  has been 
a cq u ire d  b y  us ing  c landestine  lis te n in g  devices o r h id d e n  cam eras.

A n y  jo u rn a lis t w ho  believes th e re  is  a p u b lic  in te re s t issue w h ich  m ig h t ju s t ify  such a c tio n  m ust 
ga in  a p p ro v a l fro m  the  se n io r e d ito r in  h is  com pany B E F O R E  the  g a th e rin g  o f such m a te ria l 
beg ins. T h a t e d ito r m u st m ake the  C h ie f O p e ra tin g  O ffic e r aw are  th a t he has sanctioned  its  use 
to  a llo w  the  decis ion  to  be logged.

O th e r th a n  in  those e xcep tiona l c ircum stances, jo u rn a lis ts  shou ld  n o t in te rc e p t p riv a te  o r m o b ile  
te lephone ca lls , messages o r em a ils , rem ove docum ents o r p ho tog raphs w ith o u t a u th o ris a tio n  o r 
b reach  the  D a ta  P ro te c tio n  A c t.

N e ith e r shou ld  jo u rn a lis ts  m is rep re se n t o r engage in  su b te rfu ge  - e ith e r th ro u g h  com m ission o r 
om ission  - o f any k in d  in  p u rs u it o f in fo rm a tio n .

*  O b ta in in g  such m a te ria l b y  us ing  c landestine  lis te n in g  devices is  aga inst the  la w  and  cou ld  
re s u lt in  a p ris o n  sentence. I t  w o u ld  also re s u lt in  com pany d is c ip lin a ry  a c tio n  aga inst the  
in d iv id u a l o r in d iv id u a ls  th a t co u ld  lead to  d ism issa l fro m  the  com pany.
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