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Agenda
Editors’ Code of Practice Committee meeting

NS/NPA offices, 8* Floor, St Andrew’s House,
18-20 St Andrew Street London EC4 SAY

10.30 a.m., Thursday, 24 March 2011

1 .  A p o lo g ie s :  Ju n e  S m ith -S h e p p a rd  ( x e s i g n a t i o n ) ; N e i l  Benson

2 .  M in u t e s  o f  T h u rs d a y , 2 1 0 c t o b e r  2010 ( c i r c u l a t e d ) .

3 .  M a t t e r s  a r i s i n g  ( i f  not dea l t  w i th  below):
Code Com m ittee w e b s it e  u p d a te4 .

5 . Phone h a c k in g

6 . D e fa m a tio n  o f  th e dead - S c o t la n d

7 . O n lin e  j o u r n a l is m d e v e lo p m e n ts

8. ATVOD
9. 20 1 1  Code R e v ie w [Appendices A ,

10 . O th e r b u s in e s s
11, N ext m e e tin g

A p p e n d ix  A ( in c o r p o r a t e d )  Code R e v ie w  s u g g e s t io n s  
A p p e n d ix  B (separate f o l d e r ) : Code Review background 
documents
A p p e n d ix  C (separate p d f ) :  O n lin e  w o rk in g  p a r t y ' s
T w it t e r  p r o p o s a ls
A p p e n d ix  D (separate p d f ) : The Code i n  A4 fo rm a t f o r  e a s y  
r e f e r e n c e .

A g e n d a  i t e m s :
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4 . Code C om m ittee w e b s it e :  T h e r e  w e r e  2 7 3 , 5 9 5  h i t s  f r o m  A p r i l  2010 t o  
m id - M a r c h  2 0 1 1  i n c l u s i v e  -  u p  a l i t t l e  o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  12 m o n t h s . T h e  
n u m b e r o f  p a g e s  v ie w e d ,  a  m o re  r e l i a b l e  m e a s u r e  o f  u s a g e ,  h a d  a  h u g e  
b o o s t  i n  J a n u a r y ,  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  o n l i n e  e d i t i o n  o f  
The E d i t o r s '  Codebook.
5 . Phone h a c k in g :  T h e re  a p p e a rs  l i t t l e  room f o r  m an o euvre w h ile  th e  
endgame r e m a in s  u n c l e a r .  D e s p it e  Andy C o u ls o n 's  r e s ig n a t i o n  and th e  
s a c k in g  o f  I a n  Edmondson, s p e c i f i c  new e v id e n c e  i s  s p a r s e  and p re m a tu re  
Code C om m ittee a c t io n  m ig h t p re -e m p t b o th  S c o t la n d  Y a r d 's  renew ed i n q u i r y  
and th e  P C C 's  i n t e r n a l  r e v ie w  o f  th e  c a s e .  The c o m m it t e e 's  p o s i t i o n  
re m a in s  t h a t  th e  Code - w h ic h  a lr e a d y  c o v e r e d  phone h a c k in g  - h a s  a l s o  
b e en  s t r e n g t h e n e d  i n  th e  wake o f  t h i s  c a s e .

H ow ever, i t  i s  open t o  th e  co m m itte e  t o  c o n s id e r  w h e th e r t h e r e  m ig h t be a 
f u tu re  c a s e  f o r  a c t i o n  on p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  g ro u n d s , to  e a se  p u b l i c  
d i s q u i e t .  I f  so, i t  w o u ld  n eed to  i d e n t i f y  th e  m ost e f f e c t i v e  c o u r s e  and  
how i t  m ig h t be c o - o r d in a t e d  w it h  th e  PCC, whose r e v ie w  w i l l  n o t r e p o r t  
u n t i l  th e  p o l i c e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  c o n c lu d e d .  P o s s i b l e  o p t io n s  in c lu d e :

■  I n t r o d u c in g  a s e p a r a t e ,  s t a n d - a lo n e  c l a u s e  on p h o n e -h a c k in g  and  
s i m i l a r  d a ta  p r o t e c t i o n  i s s u e s  to  s t r e s s  t h e i r  im p o rt a n c e .

" M ak in g  a p ro n o u n ce m e n t ~ v i a  a p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t o r ,  p e r h a p s .  The 
E d i t o r s '  Codebook - u n d e r l i n in g  t h a t  th e  Code p r o h i b i t s  th e  
p r a c t i c e ,  u n le s s  i t  i s  i n  th e ~ w x d e r p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

” O r a c o m b in a t io n  o f  th e  two, i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w it h  a n y PCC re s p o n s e .

6. D e fa m a tio n  o f  th e  D ead: The S c o t t is h  P a r lia m e n t  h a s la u n c h e d  a p u b l i c  
c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  c l o s in g  on A p r i l  4 , on th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  e n a c t in g  a new 
la w  t o  c o v e r  d e fa m a t io n  o f  th e  d e a d . I t  w o u ld , o f  c o u r s e ,  a f f e c t  n o t o n ly  
S c o t t is h  m e d ia  b u t a l l  UK p u b l i c a t i o n s  c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  S c o t la n d .  The- Code 
Com m ittee h a s been i n v i t e d  b o  c o n t r i b u t e  a s  C la u s e  1 a l r e a d y  p r o v id e s  a 
n o n - l e g a l i s t i c  rem edy f o r  in a c c u r a t e ,  d i s t o r t e d  o r  m is le a d in g  s t a t e m e n t s  
a b o u t p e o p le ,  dead o r  a l i v e .

UK l e g a l  c o n v e n t io n  h a s  b e en  t h a t  r e p u t a t io n  i s  p e m o n a l and d ie s  w it h  
th e  h o l d e r :  The S c o t t is h  i n i t i a t i v e  e x p lo r e s  w h e th e r c l o s e  r e l a t i v e s  o f  a 
r e c e n t l y  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  s h o u ld  be a b le  t o  p r o t e c t  t h a t  r e p u t a t io n  f o r  a 
l i m it e d  p e r i o d .  A lt h o u g h  l e g i s l a t u r e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  New Z e a la n d , I r e l a n d  
and C an ad a h ave c o n s -id e re d  s i m i l a r  m e a s u re s , none h a s a c t u a l l y  p a s s e d  
i n t o  s t a t u t e .

T h e re  i s  a s t r o n g  m e dia  c a s e  a g a in s t  s u c h  la w . Freedom  o f  e x p r e s s io n  
w o u ld  be im p a cte d  by th e  e x t r a  l e g a l  r i s k ' s  c h i l l i n g  e f f e c t  on j o u r n a l is m  
and h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  d e ad  p e r s o n 's  l i f e .  C o v e ra g e  o f  m u rd e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c o u ld  be i n h i b i t e d  w here p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e o r i e s  a b o u t a 
v i c t i m ' s  s e c r e t  l i f e  m ig h t r e s u l t  i n  a c i v i l  a c t io n .  O ft e n , e s t a b l i s h i n g  
th e  t r u t h  in  su ch  c a s e s  w o u ld  be im p o s s ib l e ,  a s  th e  defam ed p e r s o n  c o u ld  
n o t be c r o s s -e x a m in e d .  Any r e m a in in g  c a s e  f o r  s u c h  a la w  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
w eakened b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  E d i t o r s '  Code a lr e a d y  p r o v id e s  an e f f e c t i v e  
rem edy. I f  i t  i s  th e  c o m m it t e e 's  w is h , th e  s e c r e t a r y  w i l l  p r e p a r e  a 
s u b m is s io n .

7. O nline jo u rn a lism  developm ents: The P C C  guidance on the prominence of online corrections 
has already been circulated. Two encouraging responses were received, and no objections.

The Commission’s online working party has also explored the practicalities of applying the Code to 
Twitter. Its early conclusions, upon which PressBoF is inviting the Code Committee’s comments, 
are attached as Appendix C. Some key points:

• Publications should develop clear policies as to their relationship to specific social net
working accounts, stating clearly which they take responsibility for and which they do not.

• Social networking accounts which include in their titles the name of a publication, and whose 
content is editorially controlled, should generally fall within the PCC remit.

• One model on appropriate take-down of material under complaint: Editors could be given 
the chance to respond to a concern about Twitter content marked as under their control. If 
they do not take action, they could be held liable by the PCC under the terms of the Code.
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• Personal accounts of journalists, unless m arked  as under the  pub lica tion ’s control, would 
continue to fall outside the PCC remit, even if content relates to journalism and the journalist 
is identified.

• There will be a distinction between overall corporate policy (journalists being accountable to 
their employer for their public behaviour), and a policy of adherence to the Editors’ Code 
(editors being accountable to the PCC  for journalistic output on agreed accounts).

8 . ATVOD { f o r  repor t )  : The A s s o c i a t io n  f o r  TV on Demand, a r e g u l a t o r
a n s w e ra b le  to  Ofcom, h a s  b een p r e s s u r i s i n g  n e w s p a p e r p u b l i s h e r s  o p e r a t in g  
T V - s t y l e  c h a n n e ls  o n l in e  t o  s ig n  up to  i t s  Code o f  P r a c t i c e .  The  
p u b l i s h e r s  a r e  r e s i s t i n g  t h i s  on th e  b a s i s  t h a t  A T V o D 's r u l e s  s h o u ld  n o t  
a p p ly  t o  them and t h a t  i t  w o u ld  f o r c e  them i n t o  a c o - r e g u l a t o r y  sy ste m ,  
u l t i m a t e l y  u n d e r th e  s t a t u t o r y  c o n t r o l  o f  Ofcom , when th e y  a r e  a lr e a d y  
s e l f - r e g u l a t e d  v i a  th e  PCC. H ow ever, q u e s t io n s  may a r i s e  o v e r  w h e th e r th e  
E d i t o r s '  Code c u r r e n t l y  m eets TV on Demand o b l i g a t i o n s ,  f o r  exam ple on 
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c h i l d  v ie w e r s ,  and on a v o id in g  in c it e m e n t  to  r a c i a l  h a t r e d .  
The i n d u s t r y  w ou ld  n eed  to  d e c id e  i f  th e  E d i t o r s '  Code c o u ld  be amended 
t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s .

9. Annual Code Review (See Append/x A fo llow ing)

1 0 .  o t h e r  b u s in e s s

1 1 .  D ate o f  n e x t  m e e tin g

A p p e n d ix  A fo llo w s ...

APPENDIX A

A ccuracy

A n n u a l  C o d e  R e v i e w  2  0 1 1
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C la u s e  1 - 'L e g a l  o r  e x p e r t '  j o u r n a l is m

From Mr A, who asks not to  be named because he claims to  be the v ic t im  i n  
a c r im in a l  f raud case where the suspect absconded and i s  s t i l l  sought by  
p o l i c e .
1 .  M r A  s a y s  a b a r r i s t e r  w r i t i n g  o n  t h e  J u l i a n  A s s a n g e  c a s e  f o r  t h e
Guardian  m ade i n a c c u r a t e ,  m i s - l e a d i n g  a n d  d i s t o r t e d  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  
e x t r a d i t i o n  w a r r a n t s .  He s u g g e s t s  t h e  C o d e  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  g r e a t e r  
e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  a c c u r a c y  f r o m  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  -  s u c h  a s  l a w y e r s ,  a c c o u n t a n t s  
a n d  e v e n  a m a t e u r  r u g b y  r e f e r e e s  - w r i t i n g  f o r  n e w s p a p e r s .  He c i t e s  l e g a l  
p r e c e d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  e x p e c t  g r e a t e r  k n o w le d g e  fr o m  
w r i t e r s ,  w h o s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  in t e n d e d  t o  a d d
c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  c o n t e n t .

2 .  He a l s o  s u g g e s t s :

■  T h e  C o d e  s h o u ld  o f f e r  a  " f a i r  a n d  equal" O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  R e p l y  ( t o  
a v o i d  la w y e r s  l i k e  G e o f f r e y  R o b e r t s o n  g e t t i n g  a b e t t e r  h e a r i n g  t h a n  
M r A h i m s e l f  w a s g i v e n ) ;

■  I n t r u s io n  i n t o  G r ie f  a n d  Report ing  o f  Crime c l a u s e s  s h o u ld  b e  
e x t e n d e d  t o  c o v e r  o f f e n s i v e  s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  i s s u e s  o f  d e c e n c y ;

• Payments to Witnesses a n d  Payments to Cr im inals  c l a u s e s  s h o u l d  
f u r t h e r  p r e v e n t  c r i m i n a l s  b e n e f i t i n g  f ro m  c r im e  b y  d e p o s i t i n g  c a s h  
p a y m e n t s  t o  l i k e l y  d e f e n d a n t s  i n t o  e s c r o w  a c c o u n t s  p e n d in g  a  c o u r - t  
v e r d i c t  o n  g u i l t .

• T h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a  r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  t h e  p r e s s  t o  s i g n a l  c o n f l i c t s  o f  
i n t e r e s t  w hen r e p o r t i n g  o n  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  i n  a  p a r t i s a n  w a y .

3 . IB note:  The not ion  tha t  there should he two t i e r s  o f  accuracy 
might appear odd to many people - e s pe c ia l l y  i f  i t  meant an 
E d i t o r i a l  Code set lower thresho lds f o r  j o u r n a l i s t s  than i t  
demanded o f  lawyers,  accountants and amateur re fe re e s . I t  i s  
a l ready  open to  the PCC, when dec id ing whether reasonable  c a r e  was 
taken to  avoid inaccuracy,  to apply a ' reasonable knowledge' t e s t  
t o  t h a t . The o ther  issues are f a i r l y  marginal,  o r  - as w i th  tas te  
and decency - d e l i b e ra te l y  not covered by the Code. Having escrow 
t r u s t  funds for. wi tness o r  cr i i r r inal payments ra ises  as many 
quest ions as i t  answers.

I n t r u s io n  in t o  Gr i e f  and Shock 

Clause 5 i i  - S u ic id e  r e p o r t in g

From T r i n i t y  M i r ro r  Pic
4 . Trinity Mirror Pic, via its legal department, suggests the second sentence qualifying clause 5i -  
“ This shou ld  n o t restrict the righ t to report lega l p roceedings, such as inquests ” - should also apply 
to clause 5ii, covering the reporting of suicide. It says:

we do not believe that the Editors' Code of Practice should take any steps (or continue to take 
any steps) to prevent the reporting of legal proceedings. The media fulfil the role in any 
democracy, in reporting such proceedings, of being 'the eyes and the ears of the public' and we 
believe that the Code should avoid taking steps to limit how the media fulfil that role, over and 
beyond the legal restrictions which already exist in respect of such reporting.

“Of course, in exercising that role newspapers can, voluntarily, decide to restrict the detail that 
they convey to their readers but there is a difference between them deciding to do that, and being 
found to be in breach of the Code if they don't do that. Indeed, I should stress that we are not 
asking for this change because we want to use excessive detail in the future in reporting inquests 
into suicides but rather because, as I say above, there is an important point of principle at stake 
here about avoiding derogations from the principle of open justice.”

5 . IB note:  The ru le  on avo id ing excessive d e ta i l  in re p o r t i n g
su ic ide  methods was introduced in  2006 fo l l o w in g  powerful  evidence 
from the Samaritans on the r i s k s  o f  copycat su ic ides .  The committee's  
view then was that t h i s  c o d i f i e d  a p ra c t i c e  already  fo l lowed by many
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e d i to rs  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  wi thout  compromising t h e i r  r i g h t  to  repor t  
in q u e s ts . The change was w ide ly  acclaimed and has been used by the 
PCC to i l l u s t r a t e  the s trengths o f  s e l f - r e g u la t i o n .  T r i n i t y  M i r r o r ' s  
proposals  speak f o r  themselves but ,  whatever the p r i n c i p l e s  invo lved,  
the Code Committee would need to be aware that any reve rsa l  could 
i n v i t e  equa l l y  wide condemnation at  a time when s e l f - r e g u la t i o n  i s  
a l ready  under f i r e .

DISCRIMINATION:

C la u s e  12 - D ru g  a d d ic t io n

From Chair o f  the UK Drug P o l ic y  Commissi on
6 . w an ts th e  Code and a s s o c ia t e d  

Codebook -  s t r e n g t h e n e d  to  c o v e rg u id a n c e  -  n o t a b ly  The E d it o r s  
p r e j u d i c i a l  and p e j o r a t i v e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  p e o p le  r e c o v e r in g  from  d ru g  
d e p e n d e n cy  and a d d ic t io n  p ro b le m s . UKDPC r e s e a r c h  on p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e s  
s u g g e s t s  th e  s o c i a l  st ig m a  o f  d ru g  a d d ic t io n  c r e a t e s  b a r r i e r s  to  r e c o v e r y  
and t h a t  p e o p le  w it h  a h i s t o r y  o f  d ru g  d e p e n d e n ce  a r e  o f t e n  dem o n ised  i n
th e  m e d ia . She a s k s  th e  Code .Com m ittee t o :

* C l a r i f y  w h e th e r C la u s e  12 em b ra ces p r e j u d i c i a l  o r  p e j o r a t i v e  
r e f e r e n c e s  to  i n d i v i d u a l s  w it h  s u b s t a n c e  a b u se  o r  a c J d ic t io n  
p r o b le m s ;

* Add A d d ic t io n s  to  th e  l i s t  o f  d i s c r im i n a t o r y  c a t e g o r ie s ,  o r  
o t h e r w is e  s t r e n g t h e n  th e  Codebook g u id a n c e  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n tio n  
.th a t a d d ic t io n s  s h o u ld  be m e n tio n e d  o n ly  when r e l e v a n t ;

* D o v e t a i l  t h a t  g u id a n c e  w it h  UKD-PC a d v ic e  on r e p o r t in g  d ru g
a d d i c t i o n s  b e in g  draw n u p  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w it h  the PCC and th e
S o c ie t y  o f  E d it o r s .

T .  IB__npfce: Clause 1 2 i ' s  reference to  an in d i v i d u a l ' s  p h y s i c a l  o r
m e n ta l i l l n e s s  o r  d i s a b i l i t y  would usua l ly  inc lude c l i n i c a l l y -  
recognised add ic t ion ,  but perhaps not occasional rec rea t iona l  drug 
use. However, the 'demonic' p e jo r a t i v e  and p r e j u d i c i a l  references^
tha t  i r k  the UKDPC inc lude terms such as 'A dd ic t '  - sometimes 
preceded by ' e v i l '  o r  'd rug -c razed ' , o r  both.  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to 
d iscern  a cohesive l i n e  f rom the UKDPC's research, apart  from a 
des i re  to  balance the negat ive connotat ions by more p o s i t i v e  
r e p o r t i n g  on r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and recovery . While we can make c lea r  in  
the Codebook that i r r e l e v a n t  p e jo r a t i v e  comments are al ready covered, 
any educat ional  ro le  might be b e t t e r  l e f t  to  the Socie ty  o f  Ed i to rs  
e t c .

E a t in g  d i s o r d e r s
From B-eat Media
8. B - e a t ,  w h ic h  c la im s  some m e d ic a l b a c k in g ,  a im s to  c u rb  m edia u se  o f  
s t e r e o t y p i c a l  im ages o f  s e v e r e l y  e m a c ia te d  b o d ie s  t o  p o r t r a y  e a t in g  
d i s o r d e r s .  I t  s a y s  p e o p le  in t e r v ie w e d  f o r  t h e i r  l i f e  s t o r i e s  o f t e n  f e e l  
p r e s s u r e d  t o  s u p p ly  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e m s e lv e s  a t  t h e i r  lo w e s t  w e ig h t  to  show 
how i l l  t h e y  w e re . Such im ag es 'd o  n o t h e lp  b u i l d  a p o s i t i v e  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  e a t in g  d i s o r d e r s  in  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  and p e r p e t u a t e  
th e  m is t a k e n  v ie w  t h a t  e a t in g  d i s o r d e r s  a r e  o n ly  a b o u t extrem e t h i n n e s s . '  
B - e a t  s a y s  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a rm fu l to  p e o p le  s t r u g g l i n g  to  
o verco m e a n o r e x ia .  I t  w an ts th e  Code t o  in t r o d u c e  r e s p o n s ib l e  r e p o r t in g  
c r i t e r i a  s i m i l a r  to  th o se  f o r  r e p o r t in g  o f  s u i c i d e ,  s u g g e s t in g ;  Images 
used to i l l u s t r a t e  c a s e s  o f  eat ing disorders should not inc lude those 
showing s k e le ta l  emaciat ion.

9 . IB n o te ; B -ea t 's  lengthy submission included examples o f  s to r ie s  
tha t  went to great lengths to w r i te  p o s i t i v e l y  about the problems of  
eat ing disorders,  in c lud ing  g i v in g  p u b l i c i t y  t c  the B-eat website.  
However, the organ isat ion disagrees w i th  the use o f  the before and 
a f t e r  p ic tu re s  of ten  u se d  i n  these cases to shew recovery success 
s to r i e s .  This i s  another case where b e t t e r  education would be more 
appropr ia te  than coercion via a Code change, which 'wculd VTOhahlV 
reduce coverage - both p o s i t i v e  and negat ive.
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I s 1 am o p ho b ia

From E N G A G E ,  a  n o t- fo r -p ro f it  N G O  w o rk in g  to  im p r o v e  B r it is h  M u s l im s ’ p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  U K  m e d ia  

a n d  p o lit ic s

1 0 . E n g a g e 's  s u b m is s io n  i n c l u d e s  a b r i e f i n g  p a p e r  is s u e d  a s p a r t  o f  i t s  
s u c c e s s f u l  cam paign  t o  fo rm  a new A l l - P a r t y  P a r lia m e n t a r y  G roup on  
Is la m o p h o b ia . A m edia s e c t i o n  h i g h l i g h t s  ' i n a c c u r a t e  and p r e j u d i c e 
i n c i t i n g  j o u r n a l i s m '.  The s u b m is s io n  f o c u s e s  p r i m a r i l y  on t h r e e  a r e a s ;

• A c c u r a c y  -  i t  c i t e s  p r e s s  p i c t u r e s  u se d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  L u to n  
p r o t e s t  by M u slim s a g a in s t  th e  R o y a l A n g l ia n  R eg im e n t s o l d i e r s ,  
w h ic h  Engage s u g g e s t e d  w ere d i s t o r t i n g  i n  t h a t  th e y  g a ve th e  
im p r e s s io n  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere f a r  more p r o t e s t e r s  th a n  was a c t u a l l y  
t h e  c a s e .

• S i t i n g  o f  c o r r e c t i o n s  -  Engage b e l i e v e s  th e  B r i t i s h  M u slim  
com m unity f e e l s  th e  f u l l  im p a c t o f  f r o n t  pag e h e a d lin e s  and t h a t  
p ro m in e n t  c o r r e c t i o n s  a r e  c r u c i a l  i n  d i s p e l l i n g  m is c o n - c e p t io n s  
a r i s i n g  fro m  th e  o r i g i n a l  s t o r i e s .  I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e rn e d  
t h a t  N o r t h e r n  and S h e l l  i s  no lo n g e r  p a r t  o f  th e  s e l f - r e g u l a t o r y  
p r o c e s s ,  a s  i t  h a s  b e en  a p rim e  o f f e n d e r .

• G ro u p  and t h i r d  j j a r t y  c o m p la in t s  -  i t  r e i t e r a t e s  th e Cam paign f o r  
P r e s s  and B r o a d - c a s t in g  F re e d o m 's  c a l l  l a s t  y e a r  f o r  C la u s e  12 to  
be amended t o  a l lo w  c o m p la in t s  fro m  t h i r d  p a x t ie s  and g ro u p s  r a t h e r  
_th.an s o l e l y  to  i d e n t i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .

1 1 . IB n o te : Ca l ls  to  a l low  group and t h i r d  p a r t y  complaints under
Clause 12 form the la rges t  s in g le  body o f  complaints about the Code 
and the committee has remained s teadfas t  in  i t s  view tha t  the cur ren t  
clause s t r i k e s  the r i g h t  balance between freedom from d is c r im in a t io n  
and freedom o f  expression. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to see any compel l ing  
reason f o r  change. However, Engage has adopted -  in  i t s  submission to 
the committee, a t  le a s t  - a more moderate tone than some o f  i t s  
predecessors ( f o r  example, desc r ib ing  the Luton p ro te s to rs  as
'shameful and p u b l i c i t y  seek ing ' ) -  I f  the proposals are re jec ted  -  
and I f  the Code Committee wished - J  could, as an act  o f  goodwi l l ,  
o f f e r  to  meet Engage to  exp la in  our reasoning in  detai l . .

C la u se  1 5  F in a n c ia l  jo u r n a lis m  

De c l a r i n g  p r o p e r t y  i n t e r e s t s

From ______ _̂____________________________________________________________________________________

1 2 . An a p p a r e n t ly  d is p a r a t e  g ro u p , p o s s i b l y  l i n k e d  by an i n t e r n e t  fo rum ,  
s u g g e s t s  t h e  Code r u l e s  on f i n a n c i a l  j o u r n a l is m  s h o u ld  be e x te n d e d  to  
c o v e r  p r o p e r t y ,  on th e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h o s e ' f e a t u r e d  i n  s u c h  co lu m n s o f t e n  
h ave  a s e l f - i n t e r e s t  i n  t a l k i n g  up o r  down th e m a rk e t. The fo ru m  g ro u p  
u r g e  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  th e  p r o p e r t y  i n t e r e s t s  n o t o n ly  o f  th e  j o u r n a l i s t s  o r  
w r i t e r s  b u t  a l s o  o f  th e  n e w sp a p e r p u b l i s h e r s ,  and o t h e r  d e t a i l s  - s u c h  
th e  c l i e n t - b a s e ,  o r  b u y - t o - l e t  o w n e rs h ip  - o f  f i r m s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  
p r o v i d i n g  a d v ic e ,  s t a t i s t i c s  o r  comment i n  p r o p e r t y  s t o r i e s .

1 1 , IB n o te : Clause 13i could conce ivab ly cover i n s id e r  trading-ty^pe
s i t u a t i o n s  in v o lv in g  p rope r ty  sales or development. So a j o u r n a l i s t  
promot ing h i s /h e r  own b u y - t o - l e t  p roper ty  wi thout revea l ing  an 
i n t e r e s t  might a t  r i s k  a breach. But i f  they were advocating buy - tc -  
l e t s  genera l l y ,  i t  would be u n l i k e l y  that  i t  would have a d i s c e rn ib le  
-  l e t  alone s i g n i f i c a n t  - e f f e c t  on t h e i r  own investment . Unless there is 
a p rovab le  offence, it is d ifficult, if  not im possible, to  police.
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