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Fire deaths fall

FIRE deaths in England dre &t thely lowest
since 19590, latest ignres show.

Tha nursher of fires astionally wems aleo
at their deaves) ~ 140,300 foday comparsd
swith ¢ high of 182400 in 2000,

Fires in homes are at thwir §
1984 and now sland at 46,600,

n1he West Midlands theaverago nuarber
of deaths in accidental home Hres por yoar
an-year period 1999 fo 2006
now stareds 3l 27 6 per pont ~eight por cant
fowar than in the 1980s,
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3nd Ml editor Steve Dyson.

Mail editor grilled as tour hits town

i

WHEADLIE HEAS. . from left, Prass Complaints Commizsion direcior Tom Toulmin, comrmitsionar Viden Hepwort,

DOZENS of people turned out 3t student Stephen Nunes and than anything else. "It was here. Newspapers are all about
St a roadsh with a diffe to A It Miail reader B Owen, useful to come along bacause } freedom but it's freedom with
i qgrill Birmingham Mail editor & railway worker from Aston. had the opportunity to put responsibilities”
Steve Dyson shout the rules of wir Owen welcomed the questions to Mr Dyson.” ¢ Hunes, who ks considering
joumalism. opportunity to talk about the Panetiist and lay & t aj dist, said: "This
The event was part of atour by  standards of the press. Vivien Hepworth said the was a good opportunity for the
the Press Complaints Commission  He added: “Tmi din ission was not ibl public to put questions to the
hidoyg bers of the the way they for running the British media. people who deal with
public were invited to put operste and the way they dedde  8ut she added: ¥ peopleread complaints and to have the
questions to the paned, what news to print. Ordinary samething that's factually chance to talk to Steve.”
The audience induded peaple depend on their inaccurate we'se the people to Visit the PCC website at
18-year-obd UCE j for inf fon more  ring up and that's why we're wnarespee.org.uk

editorial corsultant Alison Hastinge
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SANDWELL Ceundil & launching Its
gondor squaiity scheme ~ a {hres-year
action plan addrassing poople's needs.
Loval . pomimuniiy, volunbary - groups
aitdd employees have all gkon partin the
wonsultation process of the scheme.
which airar toensure sl oounct] sorvices
are appropiiats fo the different aoeds
and prioiities of local men apd women:
Deputy conncll leador Conn Pauline
Hinlon said: ~The councl always sires
in raspect Hs chizens and act fair.”
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I COURT: Firearm and ammunition found in bedroom

Gunman in
hotel jailed

By Ross McCarthy

ot e . SP—
A MAN caught with a loaded
handgun after police
swooped on a hotel room in
girmingham was toda
starting a ten year jail
sentence.

Naymal Hissain hid a Joaded
gun in the bed of an Bdghasten
Tiotel but was caught by police
who had bean keeping bim undar
survelilancy, a court heard.

Recorder Geraldine Androws
described the case as “extremaly
disturbing” and said thatwithou
the Himely intervention of the
polien the weapon coubd have
beon nsed to maim or kil

Hussain, 23. of Hugh Road.
small Hesth, had previeusly
boon found guilly of possessing s
probibited firearm and ammuni-
tion wifhout a firsarms
certificate.

Birmingham Crows Court

heard that in the days leading vp
to Hussatn's arrest ho had fallon
ot with his family, was Iving
out of the back of his car and b
been stopped by police after
driving dows the winng sidenfa
dual carriageway,

Hussain wenl to the Dormy
Hotel, in Hagley Road, Edgbas-
ton. lasl March and booked a
room uader a fales name.

ARer about 15 minules he want
ot and surmed ot Zam carrying
a leather brisfcase.

Undercover officers had been
heoping secret pbservations on
Hussain and al 4.30am police
carried out the raid, seizing the
brigfease holding 13 bullets 2nda
realislic-logking lmitation gun.

Al one polet @ mobile phone
rang and when officers secovesed.
it from the boltom of a bed hey
ales Found the loaded converted
gun concealed thero,

Dusing the trial Hussain claimed

he had besn kidnapped and
forend togo to e hotel and knew
pothing sbout the gun and
ammunilfon.

The judge said: ~This was a
sertous coeima, Bul for the infer
vemtion of the polics af a Himely
moment grievons harm could
iave boen cansed to somebody.

»You had a lethal weapon
which was specifically adapled
foruse. Youwnre sither provided
with it or ohtained iIs
specifically,”

She also sald thers way aleo
avidence of slgaifican) planning
involved and it was Jkely that
{he imitation gun had been there
as a back-up.

Phif Bradlev. defending. said
nafther the lirsarm o ammini-
tion had been used and thers was
an absence of evidenew of the
intent of the defendant who bad
sufferard previnusly Bom mental
healih problems,
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