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From the A cting Chairman

Ia n  R e e v e s ,  E s q .,
E d ito r ,
P r e s s  G a z e tte ,
Q u a n tu m  H o u s e ,
1 9  S ca r b r o o k  R o a d , 
C r o y d o n ,
S u rrey  C R 9  I L X 1 4 *  M a r c h  2 0 0 3

A c t in g  C h a irm a n  

P r o fe s s o r  R o b e r t  P in k e r

M e m b e rs  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n

M a t t !  A id e r s o n

R o g e r  A l t o n

A r z in a  S h a n j i

P r o fe s s o r  T h e  L o r d  C h a n

E d m u n d  C u r r a n

P a u l D a c r e

ja n e  E n n is

Mary Francis
D r. A r t h u r  H e a r n d e n

V iv ie n  H e p w o r t h

P a u l H o r r o c k s

D a v id  P o l l i n g t o n  •

T h e  R ig h t  R e v . J o h n  W a in e  k o ?o  ' 

N e l i  W a l l i s

D ir e c to r  ■ - -

G u y  B la c k  .

Y o u r  e x c e l le n t  rep orts  o n  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  in q u iry  are fa u lt le s s  -  
w ith  th e  o n e  e x c e p t io n  th a t th e y  p erp e tu a te  th e  m y t h  th a t th e  in d u stry  i s  r iv e n  b y  a  
“r ift” o v e r  s e l f  r e g u la t io n . L e t  m e  m a k e  th ree  o b se r v a t io n s .

1. T h ere  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  -  a n d  a lw a y s  w i l l  b e  -  a  v a r ie ty  o f  v ie w s  a m o n g  
e d ito r s  a b o u t th e  w a y  th e  P C C  sh o u ld  o p e r a te . A s  w e l l  a s b e in g  in e v ita b le , i t  is  
q u ite  r ig h t th a t su c h  d iv e r s ity  e x is t s .  It i s  in  m a n y  w a y s  o n e  o f  th e  stren g th s o f  
th e  s y s te m  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  w e  are c o n s ta n t ly  lo o k in g  at w a y s  to  im p r o v e  ou r  
s e r v ic e  to  o r d in a r y  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  p u b lic , a n d  to  r a is e  stan d ard s o f  rep ortin g . 
It is  n o th in g  n e w  -  a n d  it  i s  n o t  a  “r ift .”

2 .  W h ile  a  n u m b e r  o f  b r o a d sh e e t  ed ito rs  h a v e  b e e n  cr itica l o f  a s p e c ts  o f  s e l f 
r e g u la t io n , it  is  q u ite  w r o n g  to  p ortray  th is  a s  a  d iv id e  b e tw e e n  ta b lo id s  an d  
b r o a d sh e e ts . O th er  b r o a d sh e e t  ed ito rs  -  in c lu d in g  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  se r v e d  o n  
th e  C o m m is s io n  -  ta k e  a  d iffe r e n t  v ie w . E v e n  th o s e  w h o  are cr itica l o f  th e  
s y s te m  a s  p r e s e n t ly  s tm c tu r e d  are, a s  I  s e e  it , su p p o rtiv e  o f  th e  b road  
p r in c ip le s  o f  s e lf -r e g u la t io n . A la n  R u sb r id g e r  in  p articu lar  m a d e  im p ortan t a n d  
c o n str u c t iv e  p r o p o s a ls  to  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  w h ic h  n e e d  ca r e fu l a n d  
th o u g h tfu l c o n s id e r a t io n  -  b u t th e y  w e r e  b a s e d  o n  th e p r e m ise  that s e l f 
r e g u la t io n  m u s t  b e  p r e fe r a b le  to  le g a l c o n tr o ls .

3 . It is  c r u c ia l to  r e m e m b e r  -  e v e n  th o u g h  it  is  so m e th in g  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e  
a p p ea rs to  h a v e  fo r g o tte n  -  th a t s e lf -r e g u la t io n  is  n o t  ju s t  a b o u t th e  n a tio n a l  
p r e ss . T h e r e  are  1 ,3 0 0  r e g io n a l a n d  lo c a l n e w s p a p e r  ed ito rs w h o  d e se r v e , an d  
are e n tit le d , to  th e ir  s a y  a s  w e l l .  F r o m  t h e m  th ere  h as a lw a y s  b e e n  stro n g  
su p p o rt fo r  o u r  w o r k  a s  in d e e d  th ere  h a s  fr o m  m a g a z in e  e d ito r s  an d  th e  
o v e r w h e lm in g  m a jo r ity  o f  n a tio n a l ed ito rs .

In  sh o r t th is  is  a  fra n k  e x c h a n g e  o f  v ie w s  a m o n g  p e o p le  w h o  a g ree  o n  fu n d a m e n ta ls  
b u t d isa g r e e  o n  s o m e  p r a c t ic a lit ie s .  It is  a  d e b a te  w h ic h  I w e lc o m e , b u t it  is  n o t  a  
“rift” -  a n d  a  g o o d  th in g  to o .  T h e  in d u stry  s h o u ld  b e  u n ited  at th is  t im e , as its  
fr e e d o m s  are u n d er  grea ter  th r e a t th a n  e v e r .

(Dictated by Professor Pinker and signed in his absence)
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