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F A K E R Y  S C A N D A L S : T H E  N E E D  F O R  C L A R IT Y  O V E R  
D IG IT A L  M A N IP U L A T IO N  O F  IM A G E S

I  le t you know  o f a suggestion I  have made to O fcom  and the B B C  Trust 
w h ich  I  be lieve you w ill be interested in  and could p o te n tia lly  assist w ith . 
I  have asked them  to  lo o k  in to  c la rify in g  the broadcasting code and i f  
necessary to  establish a separate code o f  practice w ith  respect to the 
d ig ita l m an ipu la tion  o f  im ages.

I  be lieve the m odel o f  se lf-regu la tion  at the Press C om plaints 
C om m ission could be o f  use when considering m y request as I  note that 
the firs t lin e  o f  you r code o f  p ractice states that “ The Press m ust take care 
no t to pub lish  inaccurate, m isleading o r distorted in fo rm a tion , inc lud ing  
p ic tu res” .

The broadcasting code already requires broadcasters to be accurate and 
avo id  m isleading view ers. The threshold at w h ich  i t  applies occurs when 
the m isleading nature o f  the m ateria l causes actual o r po tentia l harm . I t  is 
c lea r how  th is applies to  qu iz  and com petition phone-in programmes, 
w here O fcom  has already taken decisive action. H ow ever, there does not 
appear to  be an understanding e ither in  the industry o r amongst the p u b lic  
as to where such actual o r po ten tia l harm  w ou ld  be deemed to occur in
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issues re la ting  to d ig ita l m anipu la tion  o f  images in  a w ay tha t could a ffect 
v iew ers trust in  the ve rac ity  o f  content. I t  is  fo r th is  reason that I  have 
sought c la rifica tio n  o f  the code and an exam ination o f  w hether a 
vo lu n ta ry  code o f  p ractice cou ld  assist in  restoring p u b lic  trust and 
confidence in  the broadcast industry.

I t  w ou ld  be im m ensely preferable i f  changes in  behaviour b y  broadcasters 
cou ld  be d riven  b y  in d u s try  consensus ra ther than sta tu tory leg is la tion  o r 
regula tion. F o r th is  reason it  w ou ld  seem sensible fo r the B B C  Trust, 
O fcom  and broadcasters e ither to agree m ore transparent guidelines as to 
the w ay in  w h ich  the broadcasting code w ill be applied w ith  respect to 
d ig ita l m anipu la tion , o r a lte rna tive ly  to  set up a vo lu n ta ry  code o f 
p ractice  as to the lim its  o f  d ig ita l m anipu la tion.

There is also an obvious crossover w ith  the w ay d ig ita l images are 
m anipulated in  newspapers. A ga in  vo lu n ta ry  se lf-regu la tion  is  lik e ly  to  be 
in fin ite ly  qu icker and m ore fle x ib le  than statutory regu la tion  and it  m ay 
be that you feel th is  has already been the case. I f  O fcom , the B B C  Trust 
and broadcasters decide to  take action as I  have suggested then it  w ou ld  
ob v ious ly  be idea l i f  they d id  so in  a m anner consistent w ith  the p rin t 
in d u s try ’ s regula tions. I  am sure you w ill therefore w ant to  p la y  a part in  
any such discussions on how  best to proceed.

I  lo o k  fo rw ard  to  hearing yo u r thoughts.

Y ours sincerely.

J
m yJHuntJerem y 

Member o f Parliament
Shadow Secretary o f State fo r Culture, M edia and Sport 
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