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20 November 2007

Jim  M cD ow ell Esq
Northern E ditor
Sunday W orld
3-5 Commercial Court
Belfast
B T l 2NB

Thank you fo r your letter o f November 13.

You make a pow erfu l po int about the particular d ifficu lties  you face in  
revealing evidence in  some cases because o f  the subject matter o f the 
stories. B ut sometimes a ll we require is a b rie f explanation o f those 
d ifficu lties so that the Commission as a whole can assess whether it  is 
in  a position to pursue the matter further. O ften this w ill mean that the 
com plaint is qu ick ly  discontinued w ithout a lengthy investigation -  fo r 
instance, i f  the Commission does not have suitable powers to 
investigate the m atter or i f  i t  is an issue more suited to the courts. As 
we cannot, fo r obvious reasons, assume that all cases are the same, we 
have to assess each com plaint on its m erits. This means that it  may 
sometimes be necessary to have something from  you about the 
background.

So you would be very welcome at Halton House any time. I  th ink a 
meeting would be he lp fu l in  developing a mutual understanding.

W ith  kind regards.
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