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PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION

From the Chairman

O u r re fe re n ce : 084515

Jonathan G run Esq 
E d ito r
The Press A sso c ia tio n  
292 V a u xh a ll B rid g e  Road 
London S W IV  lA E

5 * January 2008

I  am w ritin g  in  regard to  the C om m ission ’ s decision about the reporting 
o f a su ic ide  on the  C raw ley O bserver w ebsite (w h ich  used m ateria l 
d ire c tly  fro m  the  Press A ssocia tion  feed). I  enclose a copy o f  tha t 
decision fo r yo u r in fo rm a tio n .

A s you kno w , the PCC m ust h o ld  ed itors u ltim a te ly  responsible fo r what 
appears in  th e ir papers and on th e ir w ebsites, w h ich  is w h y  the com pla int 
was upheld against the C raw ley O bserver w ebsite on th is  occasion.
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The C om m ission w elcom ed yo u r fu ll response to the com pla in t, and the 
steps tha t yo u  have taken in  response to  the  issues raised in  it. H ow ever, 
w hen newspapers use P A  copy d ire c tly  (w ith o u t ed iting ), the onus m ust 
fa ll on you  to  ensure tha t i t  is com p lian t w ith  the Code when you send it  
out. I  recognise th a t you  do a lo t o f  w o rk  to  abide by the Code, but th is  
case h ig h lig h ts  the need fo r care in  th is  area -  p a rticu la rly  g iven the 
lik e lih o o d  tha t P A  copy w ill be responsib le fo r m ore content, especially 
on line , in  fu tu re .

I  have passed on y o u r k in d  o ffe r fo r P A  representatives to  meet those in  
the charities w ho  contacted us. I  th in k  th a t th is  w ou ld  be a very 
step fo rw ard .
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D o get in  touch, i f  yo u  w o u ld  lik e  to  ta lk  th is  m atter over. 

W ith  k in d  regards.
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