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P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S I O N

F ro m  the  C h a irm a n

C a rw yn  Jones A M  
N a tio n a l A s s e m b ly  fo r  W a le s  
C a rd iff  B a y  
C a rd iff
C F 99  IN A  20  F e b ru a ry  200 8

A . .

I  th o u g h t y o u  m ig h t lik e  to  see a c o p y  o f  a s ta tem en t I  have  m ade to d a y , 
w h ic h  I  have  sent to  the  lo c a l and  re g io n a l press a ro u n d  B rid g e n d  as 
w e ll as to  n a tio n a l new spapers. I  am  p a r tic u la r ly  eager to  ensure th a t 
anyone a ffe c te d  b y  one o f  these tra g e d ie s  is  aw are  o f  w h a t w e  can d o  to  
h e lp  m in im is e  the  im p a c t o f  jo u rn a lis ts ’ in q u ir ie s  a t such  a d if f ic u lt  
tim e .

I  am  a lso  v e ry  conce rn ed  ab o u t the  su g g e s tio n  th a t the  m e d ia  are 
som ehow  g la m o ris in g  o r e n co u ra g in g  s u ic id e , and w o u ld  be  in te re s te d  
in  see ing  a n y  exam p les in  case th is  is  so m e th in g  w e  can address. In  
a d d itio n , m em bers o f  m y  s ta ff  w o u ld  be  v e ry  w ill in g  to  com e to  

, B rid g e n d  to  see y o u , m em bers o f  th e  p u b lic  and anyone  w h o  has a 
p ro fe s s io n a l in te re s t in  these m a tte rs  to  a n s w e r any q u e s tio n s .

F in a lly , I  s h o u ld  ju s t re m in d  y o u  th a t o u r re s p o n s ib ility  is  fo r  
new spapers and  m agaz ines in  p r in t o r o n lin e , b u t n o t fo r  te le v is io n  and 
ra d io , w h ic h  fa ll to  O fc o m  and, w h e re  re le v a n t, the B B C .

W ith  k in d  rega rds.

j^ ^ S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r

cc. C o n s titu e n c y  O ffic e , 12 Q ueen S tre e t, B rid g e n d , C F31 IH X .
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E m b a rg o : im m e d ia te 20.02.08

M E Y E R  S T A T E M E N T  O N  M E D IA  A N D  S O U T H  W A L E S
S U IC ID E S

S ir C h ris to p h e r M e y e r, C h a irm a n  o f  the  Press C o m p la in ts  C o m m iss io n , 
has o u tlin e d  h o w  th e  P C C  can h e lp  those  a ffe c te d  b y  the  press coverage 
o f  the  re ce n t s u ic id e s  in  S o u th  W a le s . H e  sa id :

“ I  p a r tic u la r ly  w a n t to  m ake  sure th a t th e  re la tiv e s  and frie n d s  o f  the  
y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  h ave  d ie d  are aw are  th a t th e y  are n o t o b lig e d  to  
speak to  the  press and  th a t, i f  th e y  do  n o t w a n t to , the  P C C  can h e lp  
p re v e n t u n w a n te d  in q u ir ie s . W e  a lso  have  a ro le  in  d isp e rs in g  any 
‘m e d ia  sc ru m s ’ th a t m a y  a rise  o u ts id e  p e o p le ’ s hom es.

“ W h ile  the  press is  e n title d  to  re p o rt ne w s o f  u n u su a l o r p rem a tu re  
deaths, such  as su ic id e s , the re  are ru le s  in  the  in d u s try ’ s C ode o f  
P ra c tice  -  u n d e r w h ic h  w e  take  c o m p la in ts  -  s ta tin g  th a t excessive  
d e ta il sh o u ld  n o t be  used  w h e n  re p o rtin g  the  m e th o d  o f  su ic id e , and th a t 
p u b lic a tio n  m u s t be  h a n d le d  s e n s itiv e ly  a t tim e s  o f  g r ie f  and shock. W e 
are o u rse lves  m o n ito r in g  the  s itu a tio n  -  b u t w e  w o u ld  u rg e  anyone w ith  
exam p les o f  a rtic le s  w h ic h  in  th e ir  v ie w  are e ith e r in s e n s itiv e  o r w h ic h  
p ro v id e  such  e xce ss ive  d e ta il to  c o n ta c t us im m e d ia te ly .

“ W e are in  to u c h  w ith  th e  S o u th  W a le s  P o lic e  and  have  asked th e m  to  
pass o u r d e ta ils  on  to  a n y  o f  th e  re la tiv e s  w h o  m ig h t need  o u r h e lp ” .

T he  P C C ’ s ope ra tes a 2 4  h o u r h e lp lin e  se rv ice  fo r  those w h o  need 
assistance in  d e a lin g  w ith  m e d ia  a tte n tio n . T he  n u m b e r is  07659  
152656. D u rin g  o ffic e  h o u rs , the  n u m b e r to  use is  020  78310022 .

E N D S

Notes:

1. Clause 5 o f the Code o f Practice says:
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“ i) In  cases in vo lv in g  personal g rie f or shock, enquiries and approaches 
m ust be made w ith  sympathy and discretion and publication handled 
sensitively. This should not restrict the righ t to report legal proceedings, 
such as inquests.

ii)  W hen reporting suicide, care should be taken to avoid excessive detail 
about the m ethod used.”

2. The PCC has published guidance about what to do i f  you are being 
harassed b y  a jou rna lis t. It is available here 
http ://w w w .pcc.org.uk/new s/index.htm l?article=M zg2M w .

3. The PCC is responsible fo r newspapers and magazines, in  p rin t and 
online. R esponsib ility fo r broadcast journa lism  lies w ith  Ofcom or the 
BBC.

4. For more in form ation, contact Stephen A b e ll on 020 78310022 or 07980 
264359.
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