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F u rth e r to  W illia m  G o re ’ s le tte r  o f  19 M a rc h , I  h ave  n o w  h ad  the  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  e xa m in e  y o u r f i le  o f  in fo rm a tio n  abo u t m e d ia  coverage  
o f  th e  recen t tra g ic  e ven ts  in  a nd  a roun d  B rid g e n d . I  am  s o rry  to  have  
been  a b it  s lo w  a b o u t th is ; b u t I  am  o n ly  ju s t  b a ck  a t w o rk  a fte r a 
fo r tn ig h t ’ s ‘ f lu .

I  am  v e ry  g ra te fu l to  y o u  fo r  th e  w o rk  th a t y o u  have p u t in to  th is . Y o u r 
d o s s ie r -  w ith  a s im ila r  one  fro m  A s s is ta n t C h ie f C o n s ta b le  (A C C ) 
]| o f  S o u th  W a le s  P o lic e  -  w il l ,  I  hope, p ro v e  to  be a s o lid
bas is  fo r  p rog ress and , in  p a rtic u la r , fo r  th e  P C C ’s v is it  to  B rid g e n d  on  
16 M a y , w h ic h  I  am  m u c h  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to .
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T o  ta k e  th e  gen e ra l issues f ir s t:

1. L in k a g e . T h is  bears v e ry  c a re fu l e x a m in a tio n . Y o u  m ake  a v a lid  
p o in t ab o u t th e  m e d ia ’ s lin k in g  in c id e n ts  th a t m ig h t have  been 
w h o lly  u n re la te d  e xce p t fo r  th e ir  re la tiv e  g e o g ra p h ic a l p ro x im ity . 
B u t th e  fa c t re m a in s  th a t som e o f  th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  d id  k n o w  each 
o th e r. In  the  c ircu m s ta n ce s , to  p u rsu e  a p o s s ib le  co n n e c tio n  
b e tw e en  th e  su ic id e s  is  n o t in  its e lf  an  u n rea sonab le  lin e  o f  
e n q u iry , e s p e c ia lly  w h e re  th e  In te rn e t is  co nce rn ed . I t  m u s t n o t be 
fo rg o tte n  th a t th e  su ic id e s  g ave  ris e  to  s ig n ific a n t issues o f  p u b lic  
in te re s t. T h e  p o s s ib le  e x is te n c e  o f  o n - lin e  re la tio n s h ip s  be tw een  
som e o f  th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  k ille d  th e m se lve s  -  o r, a t th e  v e ry  
le as t, th e  in flu e n c e  o f  o n - lin e  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  su ic id e s  - 
u n a v o id a b ly  added to  m e d ia  s p e c u la tio n  a b o u t lin k a g e . I  am  
aw are  th a t, a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p o lic e , th e re  w as n o  e v id e n ce  th a t the  
deaths h ad  a n )d h in g  to  do  w ith  th e  In te rn e t. B u t th is  m a y  n o t be 
th e  w h o le  s to ry . T h e  m e d ia , I  am  a fra id , o fte n  o b ta in  o ff- th e - 
re c o rd  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  u n o ff ic ia l p o lic e  sources th a t can be at 
odds w ith  w h a t the  p o lic e  are sa y in g  in  p u b lic . I  am  n o t c la im in g  
th a t th is  is  d e fin ite ly  w h a t happened  w ith  th e  su ic id e s . B u t the  
p o s s ib ility  has to  be e n te rta in e d  and  i t  is  s o m e th in g  fo r  d iscu ss io n  
w h e n  w e  com e to  B rid g e n d . A C C  M o rr is  h im s e lf a ckn o w ledges 
th a t the  p o lic e  to o k  aw a y fo r  e x a m in a tio n  a c o m p u te r b e lo n g in g  
to  one o f  the  v ic tim s .

2 . P ic tu re s . Y o u  have  id e n tif ie d  an in c re a s in g ly  c o n te n tio u s  issue in  
y o u r re fe re n ce  to  th e  use o f  p ic tu re s  ta k e n  w ith o u t conse n t fro m  
s ites such  as B e b o  and  M ysp a ce . I t  is  s o m e th in g  to  w h ic h  the  
P C C  has been g iv in g  se rio u s  th o u g h t q u ite  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  the  
B rid g e n d  su ic id e s . T h e re  are se ve ra l qu e s tio n s  to  be addressed: 
to  w h a t e x te n t is  m a te ria l o n  s o c ia l n e tw o rk in g  s ite s  in  th e  p u b lic  
d o m a in ; are those  w h o  u p -lo a d  p h o to s  and  o th e r m a te ria l o n to  
these s ite s  aw are  th a t th e y  c o u ld  be  re p ro d u ce d  in  th e  m a in s tre a m  
m e d ia ; and  i f  th e y  are n o t, w h a t steps s h o u ld  be  ta ke n  to  m ake 
th e m  aw are  o f  th is  p o s s ib ility ?  T he  answ ers are n o t 
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd . W e  have  a lre a d y  c o m m is s io n e d  resea rch  to  h e lp  
us reach  sens ib le  s o lu tio n s  o n  these  m a tte rs . T h is  a g a in  is  
so m e th in g  fo r  d is c u s s io n  in  M a y .
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T o  ta k e  th e  gen e ra l issues f ir s t:

1. L in k a g e . T h is  bears v e ry  c a re fu l e x a m in a tio n . Y o u  m ake a v a lid  
p o in t abo u t th e  m e d ia ’ s lin k in g  in c id e n ts  th a t m ig h t have  been 
w h o lly  u n re la te d  exce p t fo r  th e ir  re la tiv e  g e o g ra p h ica l p ro x im ity . 
B u t th e  fa c t rem a ins  th a t som e o f  th e  yo u n g  p e o p le  d id  k n o w  each 
o th e r. In  the  c ircu m s ta n ce s , to  pu rsue  a p o s s ib le  co n n e c tio n  
b e tw e en  the  su ic id e s  is  n o t in  its e lf  an un reasonab le  lin e  o f  
e n q u iry , e s p e c ia lly  w h e re  th e  J h te m e t is  conce rned . I t  m u s t n o t be 
fo rg o tte n  th a t th e  su ic id e s  gave  ris e  to  s ig n ific a n t issues o f  p u b lic  
in te re s t. T he  p o s s ib le  e x is te n ce  o f  o n -lin e  re la tio n s h ip s  be tw een  
som e o f  th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  k ille d  them se lve s -  o r, a t th e  v e ry  
le as t, th e  in flu e n c e  o f  o n - lin e  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t the  su ic id e s  - 
u n a v o id a b ly  added to  m e d ia  s p e cu la tio n  ab o u t lin k a g e . I  am  
aw are  th a t, a cco rd in g  to  th e  p o lic e , th e re  w as no  e v idence  th a t the  
deaths h ad  a n )d h in g  to  do  w ith  th e  In te rn e t. B u t th is  m a y  n o t be 
th e  w h o le  s to ry . T h e  m e d ia , I  am  a fra id , o fte n  o b ta in  o ff- th e - 
re c o rd  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  u n o ff ic ia l p o lic e  sources th a t can be a t 
odds w ith  w h a t the  p o lic e  are sa y in g  in  p u b lic . I  am  n o t c la im in g  
th a t th is  is  d e fin ite ly  w h a t happened w ith  th e  su ic id e s . B u t the  
p o s s ib ility  has to  be e n te rta in e d  and  i t  is  so m e th in g  fo r  d iscu ss io n  
w h e n  w e  com e to  B rid g e n d . A C C  M o rr is  h im s e lf a ckno w ledges 
th a t th e  p o lic e  to o k  aw a y  fo r  e x a m in a tio n  a co m p u te r b e lo n g in g  
to  one o f  th e  v ic tim s .

2 . P ic tu re s . Y o u  have  id e n tif ie d  an in c re a s in g ly  c o n te n tio u s  issue in  
y o u r re fe ren ce  to  th e  use o f  p ic tu re s  taken  w ith o u t consen t fro m  
s ites  such  as B e b o  and M ysp a ce . I t  is  so m e th in g  to  w h ic h  the  
P C C  has been g iv in g  se rio u s  th o u g h t q u ite  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  the  
B rid g e n d  su ic ide s . T h e re  are  seve ra l que stions to  be addressed: 
to  w h a t e x te n t is  m a te ria l o n  s o c ia l n e tw o rk in g  s ites  in  th e  p u b lic  
d o m a in ; are those  w h o  u p -lo a d  p h o to s  and o th e r m a te ria l o n to  
these s ite s  aw are  th a t th e y  c o u ld  be rep roduce d  in  the  m a ins tream  
m e d ia ; and i f  th e y  are n o t, w h a t steps sh o u ld  be  ta ke n  to  m ake 
th e m  aw are  o f  th is  p o s s ib ility ?  The  answ ers are n o t 
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd . W e have  a lre a d y  co m m iss io n e d  research  to  h e lp  
us reach  sens ib le  s o lu tio n s  on  these m a tte rs . T h is  aga in  is  
so m e th in g  fo r  d iscu ss io n  in  M a y .
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A pp roa ches to  re la tiv e s . In  o u r exp e rie n ce , d iffe re n t peo p le  
g rie v e  in  d iffe re n t w a ys . Som e w is h  to  have  n o th in g  to  do  w ith  
th e  m e d ia ; o th e rs  are o n ly  to o  h a p p y  to  p ay  tr ib u te  to  lo v e d  ones. 
I  am  th e re fo re  f ir m ly  a g a in s t a b la n k e t p ro h ib itio n  o n  approaches 
b y  th e  m e d ia . B y  th e  sam e to k e n , w e  w o rk  v e ry  h a rd  to  ensure 
th a t p e o p le  k n o w  th e ir  r ig h ts  w h e n  jo u rn a lis ts ’ a tte n tio n s  are 
u n w a n te d . In  p a rtic u la r, as I  sa id  to  y o u r re g io n a l and lo c a l 
m e d ia , p e o p le  do  n o t have  to  be  in te rv ie w e d  b y  re p o rte rs ; and i t  is  
a b re a ch  o f  th e  P C C  C ode  o f  P ra c tic e  to  engage in  p e rs is te n t 
p u rs u it w h e re  som eone has m ade p la in  he/she does n o t w a n t to  
ta lk .

T he  b ig  issue fo r  us is  to  m ake  o u r a n ti-h a ra ssm e n t se rv ice  as 
w id e ly  k n o w n  as p o s s ib le . T h is  is  w h y , fo r  e xa m p le , w e  d is tr ib u te  
o u r lite ra tu re  to  c o ro n e rs ’ c o u rts  fo r  the  b e n e fit o f  d istressed 
re la tiv e s  w h e n  th e re  are in q u e s t h e a rin g s . W e a lso  w o rk  to  ensure 
th a t, th ro u g h  fa m ily  lia is o n  o ffic e rs , a ll U K  p o lic e  fo rce s  are 
aw are  o f  w h a t th e  P C C  can  d o  ra p id ly  and e ffe c tiv e ly  (2 4 -h o u rs  a 
d ay , e v e ry  d a y ) to  p ro te c t p e o p le  fi'o m  u n w a rra n te d  new spaper 
ha rassm ent. O ne th in g  fo r  d is c u s s io n  w ith  A C C  M o rr is  w i l l  be 
th e  e x te n t to  w h ic h  h is  fa m ily  lia is o n  o ffic e rs  w e re  b rie fe d  on  the  
P C C ’ s a n ti-h a ra ssm e n t s e rv ice .

E xce ss ive  d e ta il a b o u t s u ic id e  m e th ods . A s  y o u  k n o w , the  C ode 
o f  P ra c tic e  w as s tre n g th e n e d  in  2 0 0 6  to  h ig h lig h t the  im p o rta n ce  
o f  a v o id in g  excess ive  d e ta il w h e n  re p o rtin g  su ic id e s . W Tiat th is  
m eans in  p ra c tic e  is  th a t new spape rs  s h o u ld  p a rtic u la r ly  a v o id  
p ro v id in g  in fo rm a tio n  th a t w o u ld  n o t be o b v io u s  o r w e ll-k n o w n . 
F o r in s ta n ce , m o s t p e o p le  are aw are  th a t an overdose o f  
P a ra ce ta m o l can  be le th a l; b u t m o s t p e o p le  w o u ld  n o t k n o w  
e x a c tly  h o w  m a n y  ta b le ts  are lik e ly  to  lead  to  dea th . S im ila r ly , 
p e o p le  m a y  k n o w  th a t p u ttin g  an e le c tr ic  h e a te r in  th e  ba th  is  
dange rous, b u t th e y  s h o u ld  n o t be to ld  e x a c tly  h o w  to  s trip  th e  
w ire s  fi'o m  th e  h e a te r’ s f le x . T h e  C o m m is s io n  u p h e ld  a 
c o m p la in t la s t ye a r w h e n  a n e w sp a p e r p ro v id e d  excessive  d e ta il 
a lo n g  these lin e s . A s  to  h a n g in g , th e  P C C  has y e t to  m ake a 
fo rm a l a d ju d ic a tio n . I  am  n o t c o n v in c e d  th a t i t  w o u ld  b reach  th e  
C ode  o f  P ra c tic e  to  re p o rt th a t som ebo dy had  hanged them se lves 
fro m , fo r  exam p le , ‘ a s h o w e r r a il ’ o r  ‘ th e  la n d in g  b a n is te r’ . N o r 
m a y  i t  be im p ro p e r to  re p o rt th a t an in d iv id u a l used  ‘ a b e lt’ o r ‘ a 

s c a rf and  m o b ile  pho ne  c h a rg e r’ .
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T h e  above  are a ll m a tte rs  w h ic h  w e  s h a ll be  d iscu ss in g  fu rth e r here a t 
th e  C o m m is s io n  b e fo re  o u r v is it  to  B rid g e n d  in  M a y .

A s  to  c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t p a rtic u la r t it le s , a llo w  m e to  repea t one p o in t I  
m ade a t o u r m e e tin g . T h is  is  th a t, o n  o u r C lause  5 ( in tru s io n  in to  shock 
and  g r ie f) , th e  P C C  w i l l  u s u a lly  ta k e  u p  c o m p la in ts  o n ly  fro m  those  w h o  
are d ire c tly  a ffe c te d  b y  th e  a rtic le  o r  jo u rn a lis tic  b e h a v io u r in  question . 
T h e  C o m m is s io n  m u s t be sure th a t i t  is  a c tin g  as g r ie v in g  re la tiv e s  w is h , 
so as to  a v o id  c o m p o u n d in g  th e ir  d is tre ss , fo r  e xam p le , b y  p u b lic is in g  
th in g s  th a t th e y  w o u ld  p re fe r to  re m a in  p riv a te . U n le ss  any o f  the  
b e re a ve d  w is h  to  c o m p la in  e ith e r d ire c tly  o r  th ro u g h  y o u , w e  w o u ld  n o t 
be  ab le  to  p u rsu e  a th ird -p a r ty  c o m p la in t u n d e r C lause  5.

T h a t sa id , w e  have  id e n tifie d  fro m  y o u r d o s s ie r h a lf-a -d o z e n  a rtic le s  th a t 
w a rra n t fu rth e r in v e s tig a tio n . T hese  are:

1. D a ily  T e le g ra p h  11 /02  -  th e  q u o te  w h ic h  is  a ttr ib u te d  to  y o u  b u t 
w h ic h  y o u  den y  m a k in g .

2 . D a ily  T e le g ra p h  24 /01  -  a re fe re n c e  to  B rid g e n d  h a v in g  the  
h ig h e s t s u ic id e  ra te  fo r  y o u n g  m en in  B r ita in .

3 . D a ily  T e le g ra p h  24 /01  -  th e  d e s c rip tio n  o f  th e  w e a th e r in  
B rid g e n d .

4 . T h e  T im e s  19 /02  -  th e  d e s c rip tio n  o f  B rid g e n d  as a fo rm e r 
m in in g  to w n  s u ffe rin g  fro m  h ig h  u n e m p lo y m e n t.

5. T h e  T im e s  23 /01  -  a re fe re n ce  to  s u ic id e  rates in  W a les b e in g  the  
h ig h e s t in  the  U K .

6. D a ily  P o s t 19 /02  -  a re fe re n ce  to  W a le s  b e in g  th e  ‘ s u ic id e  c a p ita l 
o f U K ’ .

W e  are w r it in g  to  a ll the  papers in  q u e s tio n . A n y  fu rth e r a c tio n  w i l l  
depend  in  p a rt o n  th e ir  response. Y o u  m a y  be d isa p p o in te d  th a t o u r lis t  
does n o t in c lu d e  th e  G la m o rg a n  G a ze tte . B u t i t  does n o t appear th a t th e  
m a te ria l is  in  b re a ch  o f  th e  C ode o f  P ra c tic e . I t  e ith e r sets o u t the  v ie w  
o f  th e  n e w sp a p e r (w h ic h  m a y  o r m a y  n o t be  fa ir )  o r  re p o rts  v ie w s  th a t 
w e re  exp ressed  b y  o the rs .
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W e w i l l  be b a c k  in  to u c h  aga in  b e fo re  o u r m e e tin g  in  M a y . W e are 
re p ly in g  se p a ra te ly  to  th e  do ss ie r fro m  A C C  M o rr is . M e a n tim e , I  am  
d e lig h te d  th a t y o u  w i l l  be a t o u r lu n c h  on  16 M a y  as w e ll as on  the  pane l 
fo r  th e  Q  and A  session .

^  u .

S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r

MODI 00039579


