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P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S I O N

F ro m  the  C h a irm a n  .

M s  M a d e le in e  M o o n  M P  
H ouse  o f  C o m m o n s  
L o n d o n  
S W IA  O A A

21^^ O c to b e r 2008

A s  agreed a t o u r m e e tin g  on  W ednesday, I  am  w r it in g  to  set o u t a ll the 
P C C  has been d o in g  in  re g a rd  to  th e  issue  o f  th e  re p o rtin g  o f  su ic id e .

Y o u  w i l l  re c a ll th a t, in  June th is  yea r, w e  c irc u la te d  tw o  m essages fro m  
a ffe c te d  fa m ilie s  in  B rid g e n d , m a k in g  c le a r th a t th e y  d id  n o t w is h  to  be 
co n ta c te d  b y  th e  (b ro a d ca s t o r p r in t)  p ress and th a t th e y  w e re  d istressed 
b y  the  re p u b lic a tio n  o f  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  th e ir  lo v e d  ones. W e  have  
d is tr ib u te d  o u r c o n ta c t d e ta ils  in  th e  area ( in c lu d in g  S tephen A b e ll’s 
m o b ile  p h o n e  n u m b e r) and  have  n o t been  in fo rm e d  o f  any repeat 
p ro b le m s . O u r d e s is t req u e s t w as re c irc u la te d  la s t w e e k  b y  S o u th  W ales 
P o lic e , in  adva nce  o f  an  in q u e s t in to  one o f  th e  deaths. N o  c o m p la in t has 
fo llo w e d  th is .
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W e ha ve  a lso  re s o lv e d  c o m p la in ts  fro m  severa l o f  th e  fa m ilie s  in  the  
B rid g e n d  area, w h o  co n ta c te d  us w ith  concerns a b o u t s p e c ific  
new spapers. T h e  new spapers ha ve  g e n e ra lly  sent p r iv a te  le tte rs  o f  
a p o lo g y  and  re m o v e d  a rtic le s  fro m  th e ir  w e bs ites , as requested  b y  
co m p la in a n ts . T h e re  is  one  c o m p la in t u n re so lve d , b u t th e  c o m p la in a n t 
has n o t c o rre sp o n d e d  w ith  us fo r  som e tim e . I t  m a y  be  th a t she 
(u n d e rs ta n d a b ly ) does n o t w is h  to  be re m in d e d  o f  th e  m a tte r fu rth e r. 
T h e  new sp a p e r has a lre a d y  ac ted  to  re s o lv e  h e r c o m p la in t, and -  w h ile  
w e  have  te m p o ra r ily  c lo se d  th e  f ile  -  she can  com e b a ck  to  us a t a ny  tim e  
i f  she w ish e s .

T h e  C o m m is s io n  w i l l  s h o rtly  c o n s id e r y o u r  co m p la in ts  a g a in s t th e  D a ily  
E xp ress and  S u n d a y  T im e s . T h is  m a y  w e ll p ro v id e  the  C o m m is s io n  w ith ^  
an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  se t o u t som e m o re  g e n e ra l th o u g h ts  o n  th e
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re p o rtin g  w e  h a ve  seen. W illia m  G o re  w i l l  co rre spond  w ith  y o u  
se p a ra te ly  on  these  c o m p la in ts .

A t  o u r m e e tin g , y o u  re fe rre d  to  an o u ts ta n d in g  c o m p la in t aga ins t the  
D a ily  T e le g ra p h . I  ha ve  n o w  lo o k e d  in to  th is . W e  d id  in d e e d  w r ite  to  the  
D a ily  T e le g ra p h  fo llo w in g  y o u r in it ia l conce rn  abo u t th e  q u o ta tio n . W e 
d id  so to  see w h e th e r th e re  w as an3d h in g  su b s ta n tive  w e  m ig h t need to  
ta ke  fo rw a rd  fo rm a lly . W e  w e re  in fo rm e d  th a t th e  new spape r had  taken  
th e  q u o te  (th e  a ccu ra cy  o f  w h ic h  w as n o t in  d isp u te ) fro m  R eu te rs a t the  
end o f  Janu a ry , b u t accep ted  th a t it  h a d  e rre d  in  a ttr ib u tin g  i t  to  y o u  “ la s t 
n ig h t” . W h ile  w e  th o u g h t i t  r ig h t to  m ake  th e  new spaper aw are o f  th is  
e rro r, w e  d id  n o t c o n s id e r th a t th e  p o in t w as so s ig n ific a n t as to  re q u ire  a 
fo rm a l in v e s tig a tio n . I f  y o u  d isag ree  w ith  th a t ju d g e m e n t, do le t m e 
k n o w  r ig h t a w a y  and  i t  can be  lo o k e d  a t aga in . A n d  i f  y o u  fe e l the re  is  
an y  o th e r issue  o u ts ta n d in g  on  w h ic h  w e  have  n o t com e b a ck  to  yo u , 
p lease  say so.

Y o u  have  n o w  a lso  p ro v id e d  a rtic le s  ab o u t the  tra g ic  case o f  
I  do  u n d e rs tan d  th e  p o in t y o u  ha ve  m ade. H o w e v e r, th e  d if f ic u lty  m a y  be 
th a t th e  e n tire  m e th o d  o f  s u ic id e  on  th is  o ccas ion  is  encapsu la ted  b y  the  
b rie fe s t o f  d e s c rip tio n s  and th a t th e  new spapers have  re a lly  done no  m o re  
th a n  re p o rt th e  b a ld  fa c t th a t she | | I t  is  n o t c le a r
w h a t ex tra neou s d e ta il w as in c lu d e d  in  th e  a rtic le s  fu rth e r to  th is  o r w h a t 
c o u ld  have  been re a so n a b ly  re m o v e d  in  a w a y  th a t s t ill w o u ld  a llo w  the  
s to ry  to  be  to ld .

T h a t is  m y  in it ia l re a c tio n  to  th is  case. P erhaps y o u  m ig h t le t m e k n o w  
y o u r fu rth e r th o u g h ts , and  w h e th e r y o u  w o u ld  lik e  the  m a tte r to  be  m o re  
fo rm a lly  co n s id e re d .

In  N o v e m b e r, th e  C o de  C o m m itte e  is  set to  m eet to  d iscuss th e  issue o f  
s u ic id e  re p o rtin g , in  lig h t o f  a ll o f  o u r expe riences o v e r th e  yea r. I  
u n d e rs ta n d  th a t th e y  w i l l  a p p ro ve  th e  e x te n s ive  re v is io n  o f  th e  E d ito rs ’ 
C o d e b o o k , a p u b lic a tio n  th a t f i l ls  o u t th e  s p e c ific  m e a n in g  o f  each clause 
o f  th e  C ode b y  d ra w in g  to g e th e r re le v a n t P C C  case la w . T h is  w il l  
in c lu d e  a n e w  s e c tio n  o n  C lause  5 ( ii) ,  m a k in g  c le a r the  ru lin g s  th e  P C C  
has m ade and  s e ttin g  o u t m o re  in fo rm a tio n  on  w h a t “ excess ive  d e ta il”  
m eans. T h is  w i l l  a lso  fo rm  b es t p ra c tic e  g u id a n ce  on  th e  issue  o f  su ic id e  
re p o rtin g  fo r  th e  fu tu re .

I  enc lose  a co p y  o f  o u r m o s t re ce n t ru lin g , w h ic h  w e  d iscussed  a t o u r 
m e e tin g : C hoose L ife  v  D a i ly  S p o rt. T h e  c o m p la in a n t issued  a statem ent^ 
a fte r th e  d e c is io n , s a y in g  r ig h t ly  th a t “ th is  a d ju d ic a tio n  u n d e rlin e s
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P C C 's re s o lv e  to  ta ke  a c tio n  on  irre s p o n s ib le  re p o rtin g  o f  s u ic id e  and  is  a 
hug e  step fo rw a rd ” .

I  w o u ld  a lso  em phasise  th a t a c o m p la in t u n d e r C lause  5 ( i i)  can com e 
fro m  a ny  co n ce rn e d  p a rty . I t  is  a m a tte r fo r  a n y  re a d e r to  suggest th a t 
excess ive  d e ta il has been in c lu d e d . I  enc lose  a su m m a ry  o f  a re so lve d  
c o m p la in t, w h ic h  cam e fro m  a reade r ab o u t an a rtic le  w r itte n  b y  th e  s is te r 
o f  th e  p e rso n  w h o  to o k  h is  o w n  life .

Y o u  w i l l  be  a w a re  th a t w e  h ave  been w o rk in g  c lo s e ly  w ith  the  
S a m aritan s : ta k in g  up  sp e a k in g  engagem ents a t th e ir  re ce n t con fe rences 
in  G la s g o w  and Y o rk  and o ffe r in g  su p p o rt fo r  th e ir  re c e n tly  re -la u n ch e d  
m e d ia  g u id e lin e s . W e  h o p e  th is  c lo se  re la tio n s h ip  w i l l  d e ve lo p  fu rth e r. 
W e  have  a lso  h a d  d iscu ss io n s  w ith  P a pyru s  and C ruse  and S h ift.

W e  are p la n n in g  to  h o ld  a se m in a r o n  th e  issue  o f  s u ic id e  re p o rtin g  la te r 
th is  ye a r, to  w h ic h  th e  S am aritans a re  c o n tr ib u tin g . I t  w i l l  be  o rgan ised  
in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  L S E -b a se d  th in k  ta n k , P o lis , and w i l l  be ta rg e te d  
a t jo u rn a lis ts , academ ics and o the rs . T h e  date , I  am  a fra id , has been 
c o n firm e d  as D e ce m b e r 1®\ I  am  s o rry  i f  th a t w i l l  p re v e n t y o u  fro m  
a tte n d in g . Y o u r p e rs p e c tiv e  w i l l  be m u ch  m issed .

A s  y o u  k n o w , w e  w i l l  a lso  be  a tte n d in g  y o u r A l l  P a rty  G ro u p  in  
N o v e m b e r, w h e re  w e  can  c o n tin u e  to  upd a te  y o u  w ith  o u r a c tio n s . W e  at 
th e  P C C  v a lu e  a ll y o u r  in p u t, and  h o p e  w e  can  c o n tin u e  w o rk in g  c lo s e ly  
to g e th e r to  ra ise  s tanda rds in  th is  area.

W ith  k in d  regards.

S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r
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