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P R E S S  C O M P L A I N T S  C O M M I S S I O N

From the Chairman

Jamie Reed Esq MP 
House o f Commons 
London 
S W IA  OAA 7 * July 2010

I  imderstand that you w ill not be able to meet PCC representatives when they v is it 
Cum bria on July 9 *. This is a great shame as I  know  m y sta ff have been keen to meet 
you (w riting  to you on four occasions before and after your W estminster H a ll 
speech).

Perhaps I  m ight take this opportunity to update you on the activ ity  that the PCC has 
taken since the trag ic events o f Jime.

G iven the high p ro file  nature and extent o f the tragedy, we im m ediately (on the day 
o f the shootings even before the incident was over) contacted Cumbria Police and 
local hospitals to o ffe r assistance to  the fam ilies, including passing on our 24 hour 
emergency contact details. This was p rim arily  to m inim ise cases o f possible 
harassment by the media at a tim e when media attention was very intense, and to 
protect those who were lik e ly  to be grieving. We also contacted the regional group o f 
the Central O ffice  o f Inform ation w hich coordinates the Regional M edia Emergency 
Forum, as w e ll as the local vicar who was representing the fam ily  o f D errick B ird.

As the story developed over the next few  days, we spoke to the police press o ffice  
on numerous occasions, o ffe ring  advice on d iffe ren t aspects o f the reporting and 
explaining the relevant parts o f the Editors’ Code o f Practice. This in form ation was 
passed on to the fam ily  lia ison officers who were supporting the fam ilies. We 
subsequently sent out a private advisory notice to national and local editors on behalf 
o f one o f the v ic tim ’ s fam ilies w hich made clear that they d id not w ish to speak 
pub lic ly . This is a service we have developed over the past few  years, and which has 
been used very e ffective ly by a range o f ind ividuals caught up in  a big media 
story. Indeed, we regularly approach those at the centre o f h igh-profile  stories to offe r 
our assistance; and o ffe r briefings to police forces throughout the U K  to try  to ensure 
that they are fu lly  inform ed about our services in  advance o f a m ajor incident.
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Ian MacGrec 
John Mclelh 
Ian Nichol 
Lindsay Nich 
Simon Reync 
Esther Rober 
Eve Salomon 
Simon Sappe 
Julie Spence 
The Right Re John Waine 
Professor Ian 
Tina Weaver 
Peter Wright
DIRECTOR
Stephen Abe

MODI 00039653

mailto:complaints@pcc.org.uk
http://www.pcc.org.uk


For Distribution to CPs

Follow ing this in itia l ac tiv ity , we w ill shortly be v is itin g  Cumbria on 9 *  July to meet 
representatives o f the police and other organisations to listen to any concerns they 
may have.

As mentioned on the four occasions we have contacted your o ffice  we would like  to 
discuss this further. We are dealing w ith  a number o f enquiries from  people d irectly 
affected by the shootings, and w ill continue to respond to such enquiries w ith  speed 
and sensitivity. We w ould  also be happy to disucss your comments in  the 
W estminster H a ll debate.
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