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J L /X f

I w i s h  to  e x p r e s s  c o n c e r n  at a  m o t io n  {F I3 P ress  C o m p la in ts  Com m ission, see  b e lo w )  
w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  s e le c t e d  fo r  d e b a te  a t th e  L ib e r a l D e m o c r a t  c o n fe r e n c e  o n  S u n d a y  
1 9 *  S e p te m b e r  a n d  to  s e e k  y o u r  a d v ic e  as to  h o w  ser io u s  in a c c u r a c ie s  c o n ta in e d  
w it h in  it  c a n  b e  c o r r e c te d . I a m  tr o u b le d  th a t s u c h  a  f la w e d  m o t io n  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p te d  
a n d  w o u ld  n o t  w a n t y o u r  m e m b e r s  to  b e  m is le d .

I w i l l  n o w , g o  th r o u g h  t h e  errors in  th e  m o t io n  p o in t  b y  p o in t:

I t  i s  n o t  tru e  to  s ta te  th a t a  r e p o r t b y  th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  C u ltu re  M e d ia  an d  S p o rt  
s e le c t  c o m m it te e , p u b lis h e d  in  F e b m a r y  th is  y e a r , s ta te d  th a t “ th e  P ress  C o m p la in ts  
C o m m is s io n  i s  w id e ly  v ie w e d  a s  ‘“ la c k in g  c r e d ib i l i ty  a n d  a u th o r ity ’ a m o n g  th e  
p u b l ic ’” . In d e e d  w e  h a v e  s tr o n g  p u b lic  c r e d ib i l i ty :  re c e n t r e p r e se n ta tiv e  p o l l in g  
s h o w e d  th a t 7 6 %  ( o f  th o s e  w h o  h a d  a n  o p in io n  o n  the s u b je c t )  sa id  th e  P C C  w a s  
e f f e c t iv e  or  v e r y  e f f e c t iv e .

A l l  s e lf -r e g u la to r y  s y s t e m s  h a v e  in d u str y  in v o lv e m e n t ,  w h ic h  m e a n s  th at th e  
m e m b e r s  h a v e  m a d e  a  p u b l ic  c o m m itm e n t  to  th e ir  r e g u la t io n . O f  th e  17  m e m b e r s  o f  
th e  P C C , s e v e n  are s e r v in g  e d ito r s  o r  e d ito r ia l d ir e c to r s . T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  te n  p u b lic  
( la y )  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C o m m is s io n  to  th e  m in o r ity  o f  s e v e n  e d ito r ia l m e m b e r s  is  th e  
la r g e s t  m a jo r ity  o f  a n y  p r e s s  c o u n c i l  in  E u ro p e .
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It is  q u ite  w r o n g  to  s u g g e s t  th a t a  “c le a r  c o n f l ic t  o f  in terest a r ise s  i f  a  c o m p la in t  is  
m a d e  a g a in s t  a  p u b lic a t io n  w h o s e  e d ito r  is  a  P C C  m e m b e f ’. A s  w e  m a k e  p u b lic ly  
c le a r , e d ito r s  d o  n o t  c o n s id e r  c o m p la in t s  r e la t in g  t o  t it le s  o v e r  w h ic h  th e y  e x e r c is e  
e d ito r ia l c o n tr o l, w ith  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  c lo s e  l in k s  (e .g . s is te r  t it le s ) , or w h ic h  are  
u n d e r  th e  c o n tr o l o f  th e ir  E d it o r - in - C h ie f  W h e n  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t su c h  t it le s  are 
m a d e , th e  r e le v a n t  e d ito r s  r e c e iv e  n o  in fo r m a tio n  ab ou t th e  c a s e s , a n d  p h y s ic a l ly  
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It i s  a ls o  w r o n g  (a n d  r e a lly  a n  e g r e g io u s  error) to  s a y  th a t a n  “e d ito r  i s  th e  P C C  ch a ir , 
a s  in  2 0 0 8 - 0 9 ” . I a m  th e  P C C  C h a ir m a n  a n d , in  c o m m o n  w ith  a ll  m y  p r e d e c e s s o r s  
s in c e  th e  P C C ’s  in c e p t io n  in  1 9 9 1 , c o m e  fr o m  a  n o n  n e w s p a p e r  in d u str y  b a c k g r o u n d . 
T h is  i s  a  c le a r  e x a m p le , n e e d le s s  to  s a y , o f  th e  C o m m is s io n 's  in d e p e n d e n c e  fr o m  th e  
in d u str y  it i s  c h a r g e d  w it h  r e g u la t in g .

T h e  m o t io n  r e fe r s  to  th e  “m o r e  th a n  3 7 ,0 0 0  c o m p la in ts  fr o m  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  p u b lic  in  
2 0 0 9 ” , b u t d o e s  n o t  g iv e  a n y  c o n te x t  to  th is  f ig u r e . 3 1 0 0 0  o f  th o s e  c o m p la in ts  c a m e  
fr o m  j u s t  tw o  so u r c e s . T h e  e a s e  w it h  w h ic h  c o m p la in ts  c a n  b e  m a d e  a n d  in c r e a s in g  
a c c e s s  to  th e  in tern e t le d  to  o v e r  2 5 ,0 0 0  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t a  s in g le  c o n tr o v e r s ia l  
a r tic le  b y  J an  M o ir  o n  S te p h e n  G a t e ly ’s  d e a th  a n d  a lm o s t  6 0 0 0  c o m p la in ts  b y  th e  
B N P  ( f o l lo w in g  a n  o n lin e  c a m p a ig n )  r e la t in g  to  1 4  d if fe r e n t  a r tic le s . T h e r e  i s  n o  
d o u b t th a t th e  P C C  is  m o r e  v is ib le ,  a n d  a ttra ctin g  (a n d  r e s o lv in g )  m o r e  c o m p la in ts ,  
b u t th e  s c a le  s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  m o t io n  is  m is le a d in g .

T h e  m o t io n  r e fers  to  th e  n e e d  fo r  f in a n c ia l  s a n c t io n s . O u r  p o l l in g  h a s  s h o w n  th a t  
th r e e  q u arters o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  (7 7 % ) p r e fe r  a  q u ic k  p u b lic  a p o lo g y  to  a  le n g th y  
p r o c e s s  an d  f in e .

I  s h o u ld  a ls o  d r a w  y o u r  a tte n tio n  to  th e  in d e p e n d e n t  rep o r t I c o m m is s io n e d  in to  th e  
g o v e r n a n c e  o f  th e  P C C  rh t tp : / /w w w .p c c g o v e m a n c e r e v ie w .o r g .u k k  w h ic h  w a s  
p u b lis h e d  la s t  m o n th  a n d  h a s  p r o v id e d  u s  w ith  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  im p r o v e m e n t.  
W e  are cu rren tly  w o r k in g  o n  th e m , w h ic h  s h o w s  th e  c o n s ta n t  p r o c e s s  o f  e v o lu t io n  
th a t ta k e s  p la c e  w ith in  th is  o r g a n isa t io n . T h e  in d e p e n d e n t  g o v e r n a n c e  r e v ie w  
c o n c lu d e d  th a t “th e  in tr o d u c t io n  o f  f in e s  w o u ld  n o t  b e n e f it  th e  s y s t e m ” . T h e  P C C  h a s  
th e  f o l lo w in g  sa n c t io n s , w h ic h  -  a s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  -  in c lu d e s  “d is c ip lin a r y  a c t io n ” :

•  n e g o t ia t io n  o f  a n  a g r e e d  r e m e d y  ( a p o lo g y , p u b lis h e d  c o r r e c t io n , a m e n d m e n t o f  
r e c o r d s , r e m o v a l o f  a r tic le );

•  p u b lic a t io n  o f  a  c r it ic a l a d ju d ic a t io n ;
•  p u b lic  c r it ic is m  o f  a  t it le  b y  th e  C h a ir m a n  o f  th e  P C C ;
•  a  le tte r  o f  a d m o n is h m e n t  fr o m  th e  C h a irm a n  to  th e  ed itor;
•  d is c ip lin a r y  a c t io n  a g a in s t  a  jo u r n a lis t  o n  th e  b a c k  o f  a  P C C  r u lin g  th a t c o n fir m s  

a  b r e a c h  o f  th e  C o d e ;
•  referra l b y  th e  P C C  o f  th e  e d ito r  to  th e  p u b lis h e r  fo r  d is c ip lin a r y  a c t io n .

It i s  a ls o  w o r th  s a y in g  th a t it  i s  n o t  fo r  “ th e  g o v e r n m e n t  to  m a k e  a  c le a r  c o m m itm e n t  
to  r e fo r m in g  th e  P C C ” , b e c a u s e  th e  P C C  is  a  p art o f  a  s e lf -r e g u la to r y  s y s t e m  
in d e p e n d e n t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t. T h is  i s  a b s o lu te ly  a s  it  s h o u ld  b e .

Y o u  a d d it io n a lly  w i l l  n o t e  th a t th e  in d e p e n d e n t  g o v e r n a n c e  r e v ie w  h a s  r e je c te d  c a l ls  
fo r  a  n a m e  c h a n g e  to  “ th e  P r e s s  C o m p la in ts  a n d  S ta n d a rd s C o m m is s io n ” . It h a s  
s u g g e s te d , an d  w e  b e l ie v e ,  th a t o u r  r o le  in  im p r o v in g  sta n d a rd s s h o u ld  b e  m a n ife s t  in  
w h a t  w e  d o  a n d  w h a t w e  sa y , ra th er th a n  w h a t w e  are c a lle d . A s  it  s ta n d s , o u r  n a m e  

r e c o g n it io n  is  h ig h  (81  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  p u b lic )  a n d  w e  w a n t  to  m a k e  u s e  o f  that.
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C le a r ly  i t  is  fo r  L ib e r a l D e m o c r a t  m e m b e r s  to  d e c id e  w h a t  th e y  w is h  to  d e b a te  at th e ir  
o w n  C o n fe r e n c e , an d  I  d o  n o t  w a n t to  in te r fe r e  w ith  th a t p r o c e s s . I w o u ld  b e  v e r y  
g r a te fu l, h o w e v e r ,  i f  y o u  c o u ld  a d v is e  h o w  th e  s e r io u s  in a c c u r a c ie s  c o u ld  b e  
c o r r e c te d . I a m  su r e  y o u  w o u ld  w a n t  y o u r  m e m b e r s  to  d e b a te  an d  v o t e  o n  fa c tu a lly  
c o rrect m o t io n s .

B aroness B uscom be

c c . D o n  F o s te r  M P

L o r d  C le m e n t  J o n e s

P o l ic y  U n it ,  L ib e r a l D e m o c r a t  H Q

R t H o n  N ic k  C le g g  M P , D e p u ty  P r im e  M in is te r

S a l B r in to n

J e r e m y  H a r g r e a v e s

m o t io n s a d v ic e @ lib d e m s .o r g .u k

in fo @ tr u r o fa lm o u th - lib d e m s .o r g .u k

J o n n y  O a te s
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Sunday 19̂*" September 2010 -  3"̂° item on agendard

Policy Motion
Chair: Sal Brinton
Aide; Jeremy Hargreaves (V ice  Chair, Federal P olicy Committee)
F 13 P ress  C om plain ts C om m ission  
Truro & Falmouth 
M over: To be announced  
Summation: To be announcd

Conference reaffirms its b e lie f  in the freedom  o f  the British press and the valuable role it can 
play in holding people, politicians and businesses, to account.

H ow ever, conference believes that the freedom  o f  the press should be exercised with greater 
responsibility and higher standards; and that this responsibility should respect not only the 
subject o f  an article but also the readership, w ho rely on the press to provide them  with the 
facts o f  current events.

Conference notes a report by the C om m ons Culture M edia and Sport select committee, 
published in February this year, that the Press Complaints C om m ission is w idely  view ed as 
Tacking credibility and authority’ am ong the public.

C onference further notes that:

a) O f the 17 m embers o f  the PCC, seven are serving editors or editorial directors.
b) A  clear conflict o f  interest arises i f  a com plaint is made against a publication w hose editor 
is a PCC member, particularly i f  that editor is the PCC chair, as in 2 0 0 8 -0 9 .
c) The PCC received more than 37 ,000  com plaints from members o f  the public in 2009 -  a 
sevenfold  rise on the previous year. C onference believes that for the Press to retain the 
confidence o f  the public, it is vital to have an effective and independent regulator that can 
deal robustly w ith any breaches o f  its ow n Code o f  Conduct.
Conference asserts that such a regulator should be entirely independent o f  serving editors, 
and should have the power to take disciplinary action, including financial penalties, against 
editors w ho breach the Code.

Conference affirms its support for a free and independent Press and believes that a stronger, 
m ore independent PCC w ill encourage better standards in the Press and help to protect both 
the public from unwarranted m edia intrusion, and the Press itse lf from a potential privacy law  
w hich  could restrict Press freedom.

C onference therefore calls on the governm ent to;

1. M ake a clear com m itm ent to reform ing the PCC to make it independent o f  serving editors 
and g ive it more powers to take disciplinary action against editors w hose publications breach 
the code.
2. Support the recom m endation by the CM S select com m ittee that the PCC should be 
renam ed the Press Com plaints and Standards Com m ission, and appoint a deputy director for 
standards.
3. A ffirm  their opposition to a privacy law  that w ould restrict press freedom in Britain. 

A pplicability: Federal.
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M over o f  motion: 7 minutes; all other speakers: 4 minutes. For eligibility and procedure fo r  
speaking in this debate, see ‘speaking at conference ’ on p age  8.
The deadline fo r  amendments to this motion, is 12.00 noon, M onday 6th September, to the 
Policy Unit, L iberal Democrat HQ. See ‘amendments ’ on page 5. Those se lec ted for debate 
w ill be prin ted  in Conference Extra.
The deadline fo r  requests fo r  separate votes is 14.30, Saturday 18th September, see ‘separate 
votes ’ on page 8.
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