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D e a r  Peta,

T uesday  7 th  S e p te m b e r  2010

I h o p e  y o u ’re  w ell. I am  w ritin g  a s  C h a irm an  o f  th e  M edia S tan d a rd s T ru s t w ith  a  r e q u e s t

In y o u r  le t te r  in tro d u c in g  th is  y e a r ’s P ress  C o m p la in ts  C o m m iss io n  annual r e p o r t  you  adm irab ly  c o m m itte d  th e  
C o m m iss io n  to  ab id e  by th e  sp ir it o f  th e  F re e d o m  o f  In fo rm a tio n  A c t  In th a t  sp ir it w e  w ou ld  ask  th a t  you  m ake 
available, w ith in  th e  s ta n d a rd  FO I tim e fra m e , th e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  P re ss  C om pla in ts C o m m issio n  
an d  th e  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r ld  s ince  th e  s ta r t  o f  th e  P C C ’s se c o n d  investigation  in to  p h o n e  hacking in 2009 , w hich 
you  an d  I ta lked  a b o u t  in D e c e m b e r  la s t year.

In Ja n u ary  you  u rg ed  us ‘t o  re s e rv e  ju d g e m e n t until c le a r  fac ts  e m e rg e ’ w h ich  w e  w e r e  - and a re  -  happy to  do. 
B u t s in ce  th e n  a  g re a t  deal m o re  a b o u t  th is  issu e  has e m e rg e d  and  w e  believe it is n o w  im pera tive  t o  a rr iv e  a t  a 
defin itive v iew  o f  w h a t  may, o r  m ay n o t, have h ap p e n ed .

O u r  ‘F re ed o m  o f  In fo rm a tio n ’ r e q u e s t  includes:

• C o r re s p o n d e n c e  ( le t te r  an d  em ail) b e tw e e n  N e w s In te rn a tio n a l em p lo y ees (including th o s e  a t  N e w s G ro u p  
N e w sp a p e rs  an d  th e  N e w s  o f  t h e W o r ld )  a n d  th e  P C C  re la te d  t o  a llega tions o f  p h o n e  hacking, and any  ev idence  
given to  th e  P C C  by N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l (including N e w s  G ro u p  N e w sp a p e rs  an d  th e  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r ld )  

re la te d  t o  a llega tions o f  p h o n e  hacking, f ro m  July 2 0 0 9  to  S e p te m b e r  2 0 0 9
* C o r re s p o n d e n c e  ( le t te r  a n d  em ail) b e tw e e n  N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l em p lo y ees  (including th o s e  a t  N e w s  G ro u p  

N e w sp a p e rs  an d  th e  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r ld )  an d  th e  P C C  re la ted  t o  allega tions o f  p h o n e  hacking an d  regard ing  
th e  n e w  ca se  o f  p h o n e  hacking  d isc o v e re d  in 2 0 10, f ro m  A pril 2 0 10  to  S e p te m b e r  2 0 10

T h e  allega tions in th e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  an d  T h e  G u a r d ia n  su g g est th e r e  m ay have b e e n  a  cu ltu re  o f  sy stem atic  
invasion o f  privacy an d  law  b reak in g  in o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  p o w erfu l n ew sp a p e rs  in Britain, w hich  is in tu rn  o w n e d  
by p ro b ab ly  th e  m o s t  pow erfu l co m m erc ia l m e d ia  o t^ n i s a t io n  in th e  co u n try . If, as th e  N e w s  o f  t h e W o r ld  claims, 
th e s e  n e w  allega tions have n o  basis th e n  i t  is in th e i r  in te r e s t  th a t  th e  ex c h an g e  b e tw e e n  you  an d  th e y  shou ld  be 
in th e  public dom ain . W e  believe th a t  i t  is o f  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  fo r  th e  fu tu re  o f  re sp o n s ib le  jou rn a lism  an d  p re ss  
fre e d o m , o f  w hich  y o u  an d  th e  P C C  a re  a  g r e a t  p ro te c to r ,  th a t  as m uch  light as p o ssib le  is sh e d  o n  th e  even ts 
th a t  a r e  alleged to  have ta k e n  p lace  s o  th a t  th e  a ir  can  b e  c lea red  in public o n c e  an d  fo r  all. 1 am  s u re  y o u  m u st 
fee l ex a c tly  th e  sam e.
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T h is  is w h y  w e  la s t w e e k  s u p p o r te d  calls fo r  a  judicial in q u iry  an d  why, q u ite  s e p a ra te  fro m  th is  re q u e s t, w e  shall 
a lso  b e  w o rk in g  to  o p e n  up  th e  files held  by th e  po lice  th a t  m ay c o n ta in  th e  ev id en ce  o f  alleged p h o n e  hacking 
- again t o  c le a r  th e  air.

I am  v e ry  g rate fu l to  you  fo r  y o u r  h e lp  in th is . 1 will, a lso  in th e  sp ir it o f  tran sp a ren cy , be m aking o u r ‘F re ed o m  
o f  In fo rm a tio n ’ r e q u e s t  public.

W ith  b e s t  w ishes.

S ir D avid Bell
C h a irm an , M edia S tan d a rd s T ru s t
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