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PRESS COMPLAINTS C O M M IS S IO N

From the Chairman

Rt H on Jim M u rp h y
East  R e n f re w sh i re  P a r l ia m e n ta r y  Office
2 S t e w a r t  Drive
C la rks ton
East  R e n fre w sh i re  G76 7EZ 15'Nune 2011

T h a n k  you  fo r  y o u r  le t t e r  o f  1 0 th  Ju n e .

I e n c lo s e  a copy  o f  t h e  E d ito rs '  C o d e  o f  P rac tice ,  w h ich  t h e  PCC in d e p e n d e n t ly  e n fo rc e s .  As 
y o u  will s e e .  C lause  6 (Children) is r e le v a n t  in t h e  fo llow ing  a re a s :

A child under 16 must not be interviewed or photographed on issues involving their own or 
another child's welfare unless a custodial parent or similarly responsible adult consents.

Pupils must not be approached or photographed at school without the permission of the school 
authorities.

P a r e n ta l  c o n s e n t  is, t h e r e f o r e ,  r e q u i r e d  s h o u ld  p h o to g r a p h s  r e la te  t o  t h e  w e l fa re  o f  t h e  child, 
a n d  t h e  s c h o o l 's  c o n s e n t  is a lw a y s  r e q u i r e d  fo r  p h o to g r a p h s  t a k e n  o n  sc h o o l  p ro p e r ty .

In m y  e x p e r ie n c e ,  n e w s p a p e r s  g e n e ra l ly  h a v e  a g r e e m e n t s  w i th  th e  o rg a n is e r s  o f  e v e n t s  a b o u t  
us ing  p h o to g r a p h s ,  espec ia l ly  o f  ch i ld ren .  It w o u ld  b e  useful t o  k n o w  w h e t h e r  y o u r  
c o n s t i t u e n t s  a re  a w a r e  o f  any  su c h  a r r a n g e m e n t s  in th is  c a se .

W e  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  t o  look a t  th is  m a t t e r  fo rm ally ,  If y o u  w o u ld  like. A nd p le a se  d o  call us, If 
y o u  -  o r  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s - w o u l d  like t o  d isc u ss  t h e  r e l e v a n t  issues o n  a con f iden t ia l  basis.

W ith  kind r e g a rd s .
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