
F o r D is tr ib u t io n  to  C Ps

Department fo r Culture, Media and Sport 
Secretary of State's Office

202 Tel7211 6257 
Fax

To

From

F i l e
R e f

E le a n o r  Hodge 

K a te  M cG avin

cc  P a u l A ls e y  
H e le n  Ewen 
M a rk  F e r r e r o  
Jo n  Z e f f  
C h r is  Bone
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MEETING WITH S IR  CHRISTOPHER MEYER, PCC

The SoS m et S i r  C h r is to p h e r  M eyer and T im  T o u lm in  o f  th e  
PCC on T h u rs d a y  O c to b e r  13 .

• CM r e p o r te d  good  p ro g re s s  on  a l l  a re a s  o f  p ro m is e d  
im p ro v e m e n t s in c e  t h e i r  l a s t  m e e t in g  a y e a r  a g o . I n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  PCC i s  now b e in g  u se d  in c r e a s in g ly  b y  
e d i t o r s  as an a d v is o r y  s e r v ic e .

• PCC i s  k e e p in g  r e fo r m in g  momentum b y  r u n n in g  w o rk s h o p s  
f o r  n e w sp a p e r em p lo ye e s  (n o t  j u s t  jo u r n o s  and  e d i t o r s )  t o  
in fo r m  them  a b o u t th e  C ode .

• P a p e rs  a re  a ls o  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  Code i n  th e  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  
t h e i r  e m p lo y e e s . A l l  n a t io n a l  n e w sp a p e r g ro u p s  do t h i s  
b a r  th e  E x p re s s . CM th o u g h t  t h a t  th e  s y s te m  d i d n ' t  w o rk  
q u i t e  so w e l l  f o r  f r e e la n c e r s  b u t  t h a t  i f  th e y  d id  b re a c h  
th e  Code th e y  w o u ld  m o s t l i k e l y  n o t  be e m p lo ye d  a g a in .

• T h e re  was some d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
j o u r n a l i s t s  p o s t - 7 /7  and o th e r  d is a s t e r s .  SoS e x p re s s e d  
c o n c e rn  a b o u t jo u r n o s  p r e te n d in g  t o  be r e l a t i v e s ,  
b r e a k in g  i n t o  h o s p i t a l s  e t c .  CM was aw are  o f  th e  p ro b le m  
b u t  had  o n ly  had  a c tu a l  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t A u s t r a l ia n  and 
US j o u r n a l i s t s  b e h a v in g  u n s c r u p u lo u s ly .  The C a b in e t 
O f f i c e  w ash up a ls o  c o n c lu d e d  t h i s .

• CM s t r e s s e d  how q u ic k l y  th e  PCC ca n  r e a c t  t o  an  is s u e  o r  
a l l e g a t io n .  SoS c o n f irm e d  t h a t  we w o u ld  a l e r t  them  i f  we 
h e a rd  a n y  c o m p la in ts  o u r s e lv e s .

• A c t io n :  CM a g re e d  t o  se n d  o v e r  some o f  t h e i r  b r i e f i n g
p a c k s  p re p a re d  f o r  7 /7  v i c t i m s '  f a m i l i e s  so t h a t  we can  
d is s e m in a te  them  i n  an e m e rg e n cy .

• On TVWF CM c o n f irm e d  th e y  w ere  c o n c e rn e d  b u t  t h a t  th e  
G o v t p o s i t i o n  was a good  o n e . SoS u n d e r l in e d  d e s ir e  t o
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S t re n g th e n  and d e v e lo p  t h i s  s ta n c e .  CM s a id  t h a t  th e y  
w e re  w o rk in g  on how yo u  m ig h t  d e f in e  an e x c lu s io n  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  r e g u la t io n s  and th e n  g e t  f u l l  P re s s  
e x c lu s io n  i f  th e y  a g re e  t o  s ig n  up t o  th e  Code - a s im p le  
and  b la n k e t  c a r v e - o u t .

• CM t r y i n g  t o  fo c u s  in d u s t r y  on t h i s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  on  is s u e  
o f  t r e a t i n g  a c o m p la in t  a b o u t a m o v in g  p ic t u r e  on a 
w e b s ite  i n  th e  same way as any o th e r  is s u e .  SoS th o u g h t  
t h i s  was a re a s o n a b le  a p p ro a c h .

• A c t io n ;  CM t o  w r i t e  t o  SoS s e t t i n g  o u t  c o n c e rn s  and 
p ro p o s e d  s o lu t io n  i n  th e  n e x t  fe w  w eeks and b y  m id -  
N ovem ber; as SoS w i l l  ta k e  t h i s  fo rw a rd  b e fo r e  end o f  th e  
P re s id e n c y .

• On r e g io n a l  m a t te r s ,  CM s a id  t h a t  r e g io n a l  open days  had 
p ro v e d  v e r y  s u c c e s s fu l  e s p e c ia l l y  i n  e n g a g in g  a l l  e th n ic  
g ro u p s .  He th a n k e d  DCMS o f f i c i a l s  f o r  t h e i r  h e lp  on 
t h i s .  SoS th o u g h t  th e r e  was a k e y  c o n s t r u c t iv e  r o le  f o r  
th e  PCC i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  g ro u p s  s u ch  as th e  M u s lim  C o u n c il  
o f  GB. She s a id  i t  w o u ld  be v e r y  h e lp f u l  f o r  th e  c ro s s -  
W h i te h a l l  s t r a t e g y  t o  know t h a t  th e  PCC was a c t i v e l y  
engaged  i n  b r o k e r in g  r e s p e c t ,  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and f a i r  
r e p r e s e n ta t io n .

• A c t io n :  PCC to  t a l k  t o  DCMS o f f i c i a l s  a b o u t a r r a n g in g  a
o n e - o f f  open  d a y - ty p e  in d e p e n d e n t e v e n t o r  lu n c h  i n  
London  on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  is s u e .

K a te  M cG avin  
P r iv a t e  S e c r e ta r y
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