
For Distribution to CPs

D E PU T Y  PR IM E M IN IST E R

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  
D E P U T Y  P R IM E  M IN IS T E R  
26 W h iteh a ll 
L on d on  
S W IA  2W H

Tel: 020  7944 8623  
Fax: 020 7944  8621

S ir C h ris tophe r M e ye r 
Press C om p la in ts  C om m iss ion  
1 S a lisbu ry  Square 
L o n d o n  E C 4 Y  8JB

18 N o ve m be r 2005

D e a r S ir C h ris topher,

L ik e  thousands o f  o thers I  read extracts fro m  ‘D C  C o n fid e n tia l’ seria lised in  the  D a ily  
M a i l  and the  G uard ian . I  be lieve , b y  se ria lis ing  th is  book, yo u  have dam aged p u b lic  
con fidence  in  the  P C C  and yo u  shou ld  ce rta in ly  re-assess y o u r p o s itio n  in  tha t 
o rgan isa tion .

H o w  can I ,  o r others c r it ic is e d  in  yo u r book , com e to  the PC C  in  fu tu re  and expect 
im p a r t ia lity  w hen  yo u  have m ade i t  qu ite  c lear yo u  are anyth ing  but? H o w  can yo u  
n o w  hope to  be an ‘ hones t-b roke r’ at the  PC C  i f  peop le  suspect they  m ay fea ture  in  
any fu tu re  lite ra ry  e ffo r t  on  y o u r part? Furtherm ore, h o w  can yo u  ca rry  o u t yo u r 
o b lig a tio n  to  p reven t in tru s io n  in to  peoples' p r iva te -live s  w h e n  you  are con ten t to  
p u b lis h  t it t le - ta tt le  on John M a jo r 's  underw ear?! These are serious questions 
e spec ia lly  w hen  one takes in to  account tha t yo u  w a ite d  u n t i l  a fte r yo u  w ere  re ­
appo in ted  at the  P C C  be fo re  s itt in g  dow n  w ith  the newspapers and nego tia ting  
se ria lisa tion  deals on  y o u r book.

I  am  a larm ed tha t yo u  are p e rfe c tly  happy to  p ro f i t  fro m  tit t le - ta tt le , be tray ing  
confidences and b y  character assassination -  the  k in d  o f  behav iou r you  a t the P C C  
shou ld  be p ro te c tin g  the  p u b lic  fro m . T he  p u b lic  w i l l  a lso have l i t t le  con fidence  in  
yo u  c h a ir in g  the  im p a rtia l PC C  w hen  the y  k n o w  yo u  have sat d ow n  and nego tia ted  
f in a n c ia l deals w ith  the ed ito rs yo u  are supposed to  regulate.

In  y o u r b o o k  yo u  m ade great p la y  o f  f ig h tin g  fo r  p laces at m eetings in  the W h ite  
H ouse, fea ring  tha t y o u r non-attendance w o u ld  damage yo u r ‘ re p u ta tion ’ . F o r m y  o w n  
part, I  k n o w  yo u  w ere  o ffended  tha t you  m ig h t have m issed the chance to  accom pany
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m e to  a m ee ting  w ith  V ice -P re s ide n t G ore  w hen  I  v is ite d  W ash ington. I t  is  true  tha t I  
hoped  one o f  m y  advisers w o u ld  take  y o u r p lace. B u t a fte r yo u  m ade a fiiss  and 
c la im e d  y o u r re p u ta tion  w o u ld  su ffe r, I  agreed yo u  co u ld  jo in  us. I  m ust say, V ic e ­
P res iden t G ore  w a sn ’ t  bo the red  e ithe r w ay. In  fac t, as fa r as yo u r repu ta tion  in  
W a sh in g to n  goes, I  la te r learned th a t m any  on  C a p ito l H i l l  re fe rred  to  yo u  as the  ‘ red- 
socked fo p ’ . B u t th is , o f  course, is  t it t le - ta ttle .

I  b e lie ve  i t  is  u n w ise  th a t someone in  an a p o lit ic a l ro le  such as yours shou ld  w i l fu l ly  
p ro v o k e  con trove rsy . A s  a fo rm e r Press Secretary yo u  su re ly  w o u ld  have rea lised the  
im p a c t o f  se ria lisa tion . B o th  newspapers n o w  say m oney fro m  the deal w i l l  be 
dona ted  to  a tru s t o r c h a r ity  (one c lo se ly  associated w ith  y o u r fa m ily , I  understand). 
B u t w h a t about the  p ro fits  yo u  stand to  m ake fro m  h o o k  sales generated h y  the  m ed ia  
a tte n tion  yo u  so d e lib e ra te ly  m anufactured?

I  shou ld  be g ra te fu l i f  yo u  w o u ld  e xp la in  h o w  yo u  in tend  to  ca rry  ou t yo u r duties as 
P C C  C ha irm an  w ith  c re d ib il ity  and independence w hen  yo u  are p e rfe c tly  happy to  
m ake m o n ey  fro m  the  in d u s try  yo u  are supposed to  regulate. I  am copy ing  th is  le tte r 
to  y o u r co lleagues on the  PC C  boa rd  in  the  hope tha t they  m ig h t also le t m e have th e ir 
observa tions on  th is  c o n f lic t  o f  in terest.

J U H i\  V K t M  U l  1

cc. PCC Commissioners
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