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thThank you fo r your letter o f 10 January about “ citizen journalism ”  and newspapers.

I  doubt that the m atter calls fo r a form al investigation by the PCC. This new 
phenomenon does not affect our basics: The E d ito r’s Code o f Practice and the fact 
that editors must take responsib ility fo r what they publish in  their newspapers and 
magazines. W ith  diis in  m ind, it  matters little  whether the provenance, say, o f a 
published photograph is a s ta ff photographer, paparazzo or a passer-by who has a 
camera in  his or her m obile phone. In  each case the photo would fa ll under the Code 
and the editor be responsible fo r its publication.

Having said that, I do not deny that the rise o f the citizen journa list may have 
consequences fo r the profession.
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