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N icola B lackwood MP
M e m b e r o f  P a rliam ent fo r  O xford  W est and A b ing don  
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London S W IA  OAA i f ” M ay 2011
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rhank y o u fo r  y o u r le tte r  o f  30 A p ril on b e h a lf o f  y o u r  co n s titu e n t, M r Hugh 
Pa lm er o f

The Com m ission unders tand  M r Palm er's concerns a b o u t th e  coverage o f  Chris 
Jeffe ries; indeed, w e  received a round 20 co m p la in ts  fro m  m em bers o f  the  pub lic  
a t th e  t im e  o f  th e  coverage.

C learly, th e  C om m ission m ust bear in m ind th e  w ishes o f  M r Jefferies in th e  f irs t  
instance, as his know ledge  and consen t w o u ld  be v ita l to  any investiga tion  o f th e  
coverage, w h ich  fe a tu re d  in severa l newspapers.

W ith  th is  in m ind , th e  Com m ission sought p ro a c tiv e ly  to  con tac t M r  Jefferies 
th ro u g h  his so lic ito rs  to  o ffe r  its services, b o th  a t th e  tim e  o f  th e  artic les and a t 
th e  end o f  January 2011. It has m ade fu r th e r  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  so lic ito rs  fo llo w in g  
M r Je ffe ries ' re lease fro m  bail and w ill con tin ue  to  m ake  itse lf available to  h im .
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W h ile  th e  Com m ission recognises th e  le g it im a te  concerns raised abo u t th e  
coverage, it  does n o t cons ide r th a t  i t  is able to  co n s id e r th e  m a tte r fo rm a lly  a t th e  
c u rre n t tim e , p a rticu la r ly  as y o u r c o n s titu e n t (and th e  o th e r com pla inan ts) do n o t 
rep resen t M r Jefferies in a d d itio n  to  c o n firm a tio n  th a t  M r Jefferies is tak ing  legal 
ac tion  against th e  new spapers in ques tion  (w h ich  w o u ld  preclude th e  Comm ission 
fro m  investiga ting  th e  m a tte r  u n til any action  was conc luded).
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However, it is important to emphasise that the Commission is aware of the issues 
raised by the case. It has been in contact with the Attorney General on the matter, 
and will continue to consider the right manner in which to work to raise standards 
in this area. This may include acting upon information from Mr Jefferies himself.

I would be happy to discuss this, or any other issues relating to press self
regulation, further with you, if you would like. Please feel free to contact me when 
convenient.

Stephen Abell
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