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T hank yo u  v e ry  m uch  fo r  y o u r le tte r o f 28*^ O ctober, and fo r send ing  m e 
copies o f y o u r correspondence w ith  D a v id  C am eron, M P.

The issue o f the  p h o to g ra p h in g  o f c h ild re n  is ce rta in ly  som eth ing  w h ic h  -  as 
yo u  r ig h tly  sa id to  M r C am eron -  fa lls  w ith in  the  a m b it o f the  Code. Q ause 6 
states th a t jo u rn a lis ts  m u s t n o t p h o to g ra p h  c h ild re n  u n d e r the  age o f 16 in  a 
w a y  th a t m ig h t dam age th e ir w e lfa re  in  the  absence o f, o r w d thou t the  consent 
o f a p a ren t o r a d u lt w h o  is  responsib le  fo r  them . S im ila rly , c h ild re n  shou ld  
n o t be p ho tog ra phed  a t school w ith o u t the  pe rm iss ion  o f the  school 
a u th o ritie s .

I  im ag ine  the re  are circum stances in  w h ic h  the  parents o r guard ians o f the 
c h ild re n  p ho tog ra phed  in  Loaded co u ld  w e ll argue th a t th e ir in c lu s io n  in  the  
p a rtic u la r a rtic le  dam aged th e ir w e lfa re . I  am  also ce rta in  tha t, shou ld  they  do  
so, the  C om m iss ion  w o u ld  -  dep end ing  on the  circum stances in  w h ic h  the 
p ic tu re  w as taken  - be lik e ly  to  fin d  a breach o f the  Code o f Practice.

H o w eve r, the  d iff ic u lty  is  th a t w e  do n o t k n o w  the  circum stances in  w h ic h  the 
p ic tu re  w as taken. I t  m ay be a lib ra ry  pho to  fo r w h ic h  the  parents w ere pa id , 
and  w h ic h  has lo n g  been in  the  p u b lic  dom ain . I t  m ay also, as yo u  note, have 
been taken  abroad. T ha t is w h y  w e  w o u ld  need a c o m p la in t d ire c tly  fro m  the  
parents in  o rd e r to  be able to  in vestiga te . To date, w e  have rece ived no such 
co m p la in t. I  w a ll le t yo u  k n o w  i f  w e  do.

There are, o f course, fu rth e r issues re la tin g  to  the taste, decency and tone o f 
the  w h o le  a rtic le . T h is  is n o t a m a tte r, as yo u  note , fo r  the  PCC, b u t fo r the 
p u b lish e r and  the  e d ito r.
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The issue o f the  p h o to g ra p h in g  o f c h ild re n  is one the  C om m ission , as you  
kn o w , takes v e ry  seriously. The Code conta ins s tric t ru les, w ith  the  o n ly  
possible; excep tion  th a t o f "e xce p tio n a l p u b lic  in te re s t", th a t have been 
buttressed b y  som e s tro n g  c ritic a l ad jud ica tions, de ta ils  o f w h ic h  can re a d ily  
be accessed on  o u r w ebsite . M r C am eron 's constituen t is  q u ite  r ig h t to  p o in t 
u p  these issues, and I  hope she w ill be assured th a t i t  is  an area in  w h ic h  w e 
w ill rem a in  ex tre rne ly  v ig ila n t.

I  hope th is  is h e lp fu l. Please do le t m e k n o w  i f  yo u  re q u ire  any fu rth e r 
in fo rm a tio n .

W ith  k in d  regards.

J Q \J  U ?
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