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Thank you for your letter of 27‘h January.

I am, of course, happy to pass on our correspondence on this subject to members of
the Code Committee so that they may take it into consideration during their annual
‘audit’ of the Code.

Iam pleased that you accept our sound reasons for requiring the authorisation of those
at the centre of articles before mvestlgatlng complaints on their behalf. You will note
from my previous letter that it was in such a context that I indicated we would not be
able to launch a ‘full investigation’ into the case:of| ]

It may well be that a future complaint will enable the Commission to underline once
again its position on the subject of the reporting of mental health. We are certainly
ready to respond to concerns raised by individuals about particular articles with which
they are connected. Indeed, our contact with Broadmoor hospital demonstrated our
commitment to empowering patients to complain in this area. Nonetheless, 1 think
that the publication of the guidance note — taken in conjunction with our case law —
adequately spells out the ,position‘ as it currently stands. -

The more general issue you have ralsed remains an important one and will no doubt
be considered by the Commission in months to.come. I will ensure it is once again
brought to the attentlon of Sir Chrlstopher
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