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PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION

From the Director

A nne Spackm an 
E dito r-in -C hief 
T im es O nline 
1 Pennington Street 
L ondon E 98 IT T 15* A ugust 2006

The PC C  and the E d ito rs’ C ode o f  Praetiee C om m ittee is about to em bark  on a series 
o f  m eetings w ith  online editors to  eonsult on the eon ten t o f  n ew  guidanee about how  
to deal w ith  eom plaints about new spaper and m agaz ine  w ebsites, w ith  partieular 
regard to audio-visual eontent.

This follow s eonfirm ation by  the Press Standards B oard  o f  Finanee -  the  eom m ittee 
o f  industry  ow ners and m anagers w hich funds the system  o f  self-regulation -  that the 
C ode o f  Praetiee does in prineip le  inelude audio-visual joum alistie  m aterial. There 
has been a referenee in the  C ode fo r a num ber o f  years to  ‘online versions o f  
pub lieations’, bu t the online serviees now  offered are so d iverse that it is in any ease 
a good opportunity  to  th ink in depth  about the app lieation  o f  the  C ode to pub lishers’ 
internet operations.

O f  eourse, m ueh  eontent -  advertising, eom petitions, prom otions, m ost user­
generated  m aterial, th ird  party  w ebsites and  so on -  is  exeluded from  the PC C ’s 
jurisd ietion . O ur in terest is in joum alis tie  m aterial w h e re  an editorial decision has 
been taken at som e poin t about its eom m ission or use.

W ith  audio-visual m aterial partieularly , b u t no t exelusively , in m ind, w e w ill be 
eonsulting am ong other things on how  future eom plain ts m ight be reso lved , how  the 
sanetion o f  a eritieal adjudieation m ight apply, the n o tio n  o f  ‘due p rom inenee’ in 
eorreeting aeeuraey eom plaints about A V  m aterial, a n d  the scope o f  the P C C ’s 
jurisdietion.
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Ian B eales -  the Seeretary  o f  the C ode C om m ittee -  and I w ill be hosting a series o f
sm all m eetings here at the PC C  on the 28*  and 29“  Septem ber. M y PA  K im  Baxter 
w ill be  in toueh  soon to  try  to  find a eonvenient tim e for you, and  I w ill w rite again 
nex t m on th  w ith  a m ore  detailed  agenda. T he aim  is to  publish  new  guidanee -  w hieh 
w ill need  to  be  approved  by  the boards o f  PressB oF, the C om m ission and the Code 
C om m ittee som etim e in the  autum n.

,th

I look forw ard  to  seeing you  next m onth. 

W ith  k ind  regards.
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ee. Ian B eales E sq , Seeretary, E d ito rs’ C ode o f  P raetiee  Com m ittee.
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