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P R I V A T E  A N D  C O N F I D E N T I A L

From the D irector

T h e Lord Jon es o f  B irm in gh am  
H o u se  o f  L ords  
L on d on  S W I A  OPW 15 A u g u st 2 0 0 7

C on gratu lation s o n  you r n e w  ap p oin tm en t.

I th ou gh t that I w o u ld  tak e th is op p ortu n ity  to  w rite  w ith  a n ew  p o c k e t-s iz e d  lea fle t  
o u tlin in g  w h a t th e P ress C o m p la in ts  C o m m iss io n  can  d o , w h ich  in c lu d es  so m e  u se fu l 
con tact n um bers. O ur research  has sh o w n  that m a n y  p e o p le  -  in c lu d in g  th o se  in  
p u b lic  l ife  -  are n o t aw are o f  th e fu ll sc o p e  o f  w h at the P C C  n o w  d o e s . T h is  in c lu d es  
actin g  as an a d v ic e  bureau, o b ta in in g  q u ic k  rem ed ies w h e n  th ings g o  w ro n g  in  print 
or o n lin e , d isp ers in g  m e d ia  scru m s and issu in g  form al ru lings. C learly  w e  h ave  a 
resp o n sib ility  to  im p rove  a w a ren ess o f  our ro le so  that p e o p le  k n o w  th ey  can  turn to 
u s w h e n  th ey  are co n cern ed  ab ou t th e  im p act o n  th em  or their fa m ilie s  o f  inaccurate  
reporting or in tru sive  b eh a v io u r  b y  jou rn a lists . O b v io u s ly  our w o rk  tak es p lace  
aga in st th e  b ackdrop  o f  the rights to freed o m  o f  e x p r e ss io n  en joyed  b y  th e  p ress, but 
th ese  rights are n o t lim itle ss  and there are ru les a b o u t privacy , n ew sgath erin g , 
p aym en t for stor ies  and accu racy .
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I f  y o u  h ave  a n y  sp e c if ic  is su e s  y o u  w o u ld  lik e  to  ra ise , or w o u ld  lik e  a private  
b rie fin g  ab ou t th e  PC C , p le a se  d o  n o t h esita te  to  co n ta c t m e. M y  e -m a il address is  
t im .to u lm in @ p cc .o rg .u k .

W ith  k in d  regards.
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Halton House, 20/23 Holborn, London EC1N 2JD
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