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PRESS COMPLAINTS C O M M IS S IO N

From the Chairman

Sir Louis B lom -C ooper Q C  
1 Southgate R oad 
L ondon N1 3JP 29 N ovem ber 2007

T hank you for sending m e  a  copy  o f  your H arry  Street lecture.

It is a tex t full o f  interest. T h is  does not stop m e from  disagreeing fundam enta lly  w ith 
som e o f  its judgem ents.

W here the Press C o m p la in ts  C om m ission is concerned, you are w ell beh ind  the tim es. 
W e are today far m o re  th an  a “body dedicated exclusively  to  ad judicating  on 
individual com plaints” a s  a cursory exam ination o f  our recen t h isto ry  w ould  
underline. W e are, to  u s e  that ghastly w ord, “pro-active” across the  board , as  our 
investigations, gu idances and “d e s is f’ no tices show . A s to  “ lacking  public  
confidence”, this year w ill see record  num bers o f  people using ou r serv ices and  not 
ju s t  to com plain. T hat is  a  vo te  o f  confidence, no t the  contrary, as recen t M ori-Ipsos 
polling  has also shown. I t  is a lso  w hy w e have  extended our com petence  to  on-line 
content.

A s to  your R oyal C o m m iss io n  o n  Free Speech, I cannot th ink o f  any th ing  w orse. It 
w ould  be yet another q u a n g o . W ho w ould  define the  “perform ance ind ica to rs” and 
“w orkable standards” ? I  fe a r  th a t your prescrip tion , far from  enhancing  freedom  o f  
expression, w ould p lace  it w ith in  a strait-jacket o f  the G reat and G ood, backed  up  by 
the pow er o f  the State. I n  m y  book, that is incom patible w ith  a p roperly  function ing  
dem ocracy.

CHAIRMAN
Sir Christopher Meyer

MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMISSION
Matti Alderson
Roger Alton
Paul Dacre
Spencer Feeney
Colleen Harris MVO, FRS
Vivien Hepworth
Peter Hill
Simon Irwin
Ia n  N ic h o l

Lindsay Nicholson
Esther Roberton
Eve Salomon
Dianne Thompson CBE
Derek Tucker
The Right Rev.
John Waine KCVO 
Rear Admiral 
Nick Wilkinson CB

DIRECTOR
Tim Toulmin

•COCi

S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r

Halton House, 20/23 Holborn, London EC1 N  2 JD
T :  0 2 0  7 8 3 1  0 0 2 2  F:  0 2 0  7 8 3 1  0 0 2 5  E: c o m p l a i n t s @ p c c . o r g . u k  

T e x t p h o n e  f o r  d e a f  or  h a r d  of  h e a r i ng :  0 2 0  7 8 3 1  0 1 2 3  

www.pcc.org.uk

MODI 00042522

mailto:complaints@pcc.org.uk
http://www.pcc.org.uk

