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P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S I O N

F rom  the D ire c to r

H ugo S w ire  M P  
House o f  Com m ons 
London 
S W IA  O AA 18 Febm ary 2008

I  was m ost in te rested  to  read about y o u r proposals fo r  an In te rne t 
Standards A u th o rity , to  be m ode lled  lo o s e ly  on the  PCC. I  agree w ith  
you  th a t -  in  a d ig ita l era w hen people are com m un ica ting  on a g loba l 
le ve l th rough  new , un regu la ted  m edia -  se lf-re g u la to ry  so lu tions  present 
the  best chance o f  ra is in g  standards in  th is  tr ic k y  area.

A t the PCC, w e are also concerned abou t the w a y in  w h ich  socia l 
n e tw o rk in g  sites such as Facebook have encouraged people  to  vo lun teer 
vast am ounts o f  p riv a te  in fo rm a tio n  about them selves. T h is  is  fin e  fo r 
people w ho are never g o in g  to  be the focus  o f  any p u b lic  scm tiny . The 
p rob lem  i f  you  are a m em ber o f  the p u b lic  is  that is  im poss ib le  to  foresee 
w hether you  are ever g o in g  to  be re leva n t to  a news sto ry. I f  you  are, a ll 
the p ic tu res and in fo rm a tio n  about you  o n lin e  can get repub lished  in  the 
m ainstream  m edia  w he the r you  consent to  i t  o r not.
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W e are com m iss io n ing  som e research in to  p u b lic  a ttitudes in to  th is  new  
area, as w e ll as sponsoring  a W estm inste r M ed ia  F om m  even t to  discuss 
i t  on June 5 *.

In  the m eantim e, i t  w o u ld  be good  to  catch up again. I f  yo u  are free fo r 
lunch  soon i t  w o u ld  be a p leasure to  see you . A lte rn a tiv e ly , i f  the d ia ry  is
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a b it busy, I  w o u ld  be happy to  com e to  you  fo r  a cup o f  tea. Perhaps 
someone fro m  yo u r o ffic e  cou ld  be in  touch w ith  m y  P A  K im  B axte r on 
020 74381242 o r k im .bax te r@ p cc.o rg .uk .

W ith  k in d  regards.

— Kj
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