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I  have been meaning to  w rite  since your election as leader o f  the Liberal 
Democrats -  fo r  w h ich  many congratulations -  to see i f  you w ould be 
interested in  a private chat about the PCC, and in  particular what it  can do 
to help the fam ilies o f  those in  public  life .

W e fin d  that many pub lic  figures -  w h ile  prepared to tolerate a degree o f  
additional scru tiny about themselves -  are eager to be reassured about 
how  the media should treat the ir fam ilies. You may know  that the PCC 
oversees a num ber o f  rules concerning how B ritish  newspapers and 
magazines should handle stories about people’ s private lives or about 
the ir children. A nd  -  in  addition to its  w e ll known function as a 
concilia tor and adjudicator o f  form al complaints against newspapers, 
magazines, and the ir websites -  the PCC has a more in form al role in 
g iv ing  priva te  advice and issuing advisory notices to the press on certain 
issues. Th is m ay include dealing discreetly w ith  potentia lly  intm sive 
newsgathering methods before anything is published.
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If you (or your wife) would like to talk about any of this further then 
please do let me know. My e-mail address is tim.toulmin@pcc.org.uk or 
I can be reached on 020 74381242.

With kind regards.

Tim Toulmin
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