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P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S I O N

From  the D ire c to r

J im  Sheridan M P  
M irre n  C ou rt Three 
123 R en frew  Road 
Paisley 
R enfrew shire  
PAS 4E A 24 June 20,08

f

Thank you  fo r g iv in g  m e n o tice  o f yo u r in te n tio n  to  b rin g  fo rw a rd  a 10 
m inu te  ru le  b ill.

I  see tha t the th ru s t o f  th is  b i l l  appears to  concern the  e d ito rs ’ Code o f 
P ractice. The Code is  w ritte n  and rev iew ed  by a separate bod y  fro m  the 
PCC. I f  you  have any questions about its  content o r the  m anner in  w h ich  
i t  is  rev iew ed i t  w o u ld  be best to  approach the C o m m itte e ’ s Secretary. 
H is  address is;

Ian  Beales O BE
Secretary, E d ito rs ’ C ode o f  P ractice  C om m ittee 
PO B o x  235 
Stonehouse 
GLIO SUE

CHAIRMAN
Sir Christopher Meyer
MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMISSION
Matti Aiderson 
Spencer Feeney 
Coiieen Harris MVO 
Vivien Hepworth 
Simon irwin 
ian MacGregor 
Ian Nichol 
Lindsay Nicholson 
Esther Roberton 
Eve Salomon 
Dianne Thompson CBE 
Derek Tucker 
The Right Rev.John Waine KCVO 
Tina Weaver 
Rear Admiral 
Nick Wilkinson CB 
Peter Wright
DIRECTOR
Tim Toulmin

H is  e -m a il address is  ianbeales@ m ac.com .

I f  you r focus is  to  be  on the PCC, o b v io u s ly  w e w o u ld  res ist any 
suggestion tha t w e  shou ld  be p u t under a s ta tu to ry  c o n tro l. There seems 
to  be p le n ty  o f  ev idence th a t bo th  peop le  w ho use o u r service, and 
m embers o f the p u b lic  a t la rge , have confidence in  the system  -  w h ich , as 
you  know , seeks to  ba lance the  righ ts  o f  the  in d iv id u a l w ith  the r ig h t o f 
the press and jo u rn a lis ts  to  free  expression. O ur annual re p o rt, w h ich  I 
enclose, sets ou t in  d e ta il h o w  w e achieve th is. Y o u  w ill see fro m  page
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11 th a t last year the C u ltu re , M ed ia  and S port Select C om m ittee 
exam ined the perfo rm ance o f  the PCC in  a num ber o f  areas and, w h ile  it  
had one o r tw o  suggestions about how  w e cou ld  im prove , i t  endorsed the 
p rin c ip le  o f  s e lf-re g u la tio n  o f  the press, was opposed to  a p riva cy  law , 
and pra ised our ‘v a lu a b le ’ p re -p u b lica tio n  w o rk.

I f  you  have ay sp e c ific  questions then please do le t me know .

W ith  k in d  regards.

T im  T o u lm in

MODI 00042543


