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P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S I O N

F rom  the Chairman

15 Janua ry  2008

R ic h a rd  D e sm o nd  E sq
C h a irm a n
N o rth e rn  and S h e ll
10 L o w e r Tham es S tree t
L o n d o n
E C 3 R  6 E N

I  k n o w  yo u  are b usy , b u t i t  seem s a w h ile  s ince  w e la s t m e t, and I  
w o u ld  w e lco m e  th e  chance to  ca tch  up  w ith  you .

In  p a rtic u la r, n o w  th a t the  E xpress has w ith d ra v ra  fro m  th e  N P A , i t  
w o u ld  be  h e lp fu l to  ta lk  a b o u t h o w  w e  can keep the  papers w ith in  the  
P C C  system . T h e  b e n e fits  to  new spapers o f  s u b sc rib in g  to  the  schem e 
are num erous: s o rtin g  o u t c o m p la in ts  th ro u g h  us (p a rtic u la r ly  a bo u t 
p riv a c y  m a tte rs ) m in im is e s  th e  r is k  o f  c r ip p lin g ly  expe n s ive  c o u rt cases 
and le g a l se ttle m e n ts ; i t  d e liv e rs  o p t-o u ts  fo r  jo u rn a lis ts  fro m  num erous 
p ieces o f  le g is la tio n  such  as th e  In ve s tm e n t R e co m m e n d a tio n  
R e g u la tio n s ; and i t  keeps the  g o v e rn m e n t fro m  le g is la tin g  on  the  areas 
th a t the  press C ode o f  P ra c tic e  covers. In  fa c t, la s t ye a r -  w h e n  the  
p u b lic  used o u r se rv ices in  re c o rd  num bers -  the  G o ve rn m e n t, 
O p p o s itio n  and th e  S e lec t C o m m itte e  fo r  C u ltu re , M e d ia  and  S p o rt a ll 
cam e o u t in  fa v o u r o f  se lf-re g u la tio n . I  k n o w  th a t the  s u b s c rip tio n  to  
the  P C C  is  n o t cheap -  -  b u t I  s tro n g ly
b e lie v e  th a t the  costs o f  s ta y in g  o u ts ia e  m e  system , p a r tic u la r ly  in  le g a l 
fees, w o u ld  be  m u ch  h ig h e r.
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I  th in k  i t  s h o u ld  be q u ite  easy to  subscribe  d ire c tly  to  the  Press 
S tandards B o a rd  o f  F in a n ce . I t  w o u ld  be  good  to  see yo u  to  ta lk  these 
th in g s  th ro u g h .

W ith  k in d  regards.

S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r
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