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P R E S S  C O M P L A I N T S  C O M M I S S f O N

F ro m  th e  D ir e c to r

C o lin  M y le r  E s q  
E d ito r
N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  
1 V ir g in ia  S tre e t 
L o n d o n  E 9 8  IN W 27'^^ J u ly  2 0 0 9

I  a m  w r it in g  fo llo w in g  th e  G u a rd ia n ’ s re c e n t a lle g a tio n s  a b o u t th e  
e x te n t, o f  p h o n e  m essage  ta p p in g  a t th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  p r io r  to  
2 0 0 7 , a n d  fo llo w in g  som e  o f  th e  e v id e n c e  th a t has e m e rg e d  d u r in g  th e  
S e le c t C o m m itte e  h e a rin g s .

T h e  b o a rd  o f  th e  P C C  h as  n o w  m e t, a n d  h as  a u th o ris e d  m e  to  w r ite  to  
y o u . I n  p a r tic u la r , I  w o u ld  b e  g ra te fu l fo r  a nsw e rs  to  th e  fo llo w in g  
q u e s tio n s :

•  D o e s  i t  re m a in  y o u r  p o s itio n  th a t th e  ille g a l b e h a v io u r o f  C liv e  
G o o d m a n  w a s  a  “ ro g u e  e x c e p tio n ” , a n d  th a t n o  o th e r jo u rn a lis ts  
o r  e x e c u tiv e s  o f  th e  n e w s p a p e r w e re  a w a re  o f  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  
p h o n e  m essage  ta p p in g  b y  a n y o n e  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  p ap e r?
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C a n  y o u  p ro v id e  th e  C o m m is s io n  w ith  f o i l  d e ta ils  o f  th e  
p ro c e s s  u n d e rta k e n  b y  th e  n e w s p a p e r -  a fte r  th e  a rre s ts  o f  
G o o d m a n  a n d  M u lc a ire  in  J u ly  2 0 0 6  — to  e s ta b lis h  th e  e x te n t to  
w h ic h  p h o n e  m essage  ta p p in g  w a s  p re v a le n t a t th e  N e w s  o f  th e  

W o rld ?
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I t  has been  p o in te d  o u t th a t w h ile  C h v e  G o o d m a n  w a s  a  ro y a l 
jo u rn a lis t, m o s t o f  th o s e  nam es s a id  to  h a ve  h a d  th e ir  p h o n e s  
ta p p e d  a re  n o n -ro y a l fig u re s  (s u c h  as G o rd o n  T a y lo r ) . A n d  th e  
ju d g e  in  th e  G o o d m a n /M u lc a ire  case a p p a re n tly  re fe r re d  to  
M u lc a ire  d e a lin g  w ith  “ o th e rs  a t N e w s  In te m a tio n a l” . C a n  y o u  
id e n t ify  th e se  in d iv id u a ls , a n d  w h a t th e  ju d g e  w a s  re fe r r in g  to ?

W e  h ave  seen th e  e m a il to  G le n n  M u lc a ire  th a t re fe rs  to  
tra n s c r ip ts  o f  m essages fro m  G o rd o n  T a y lo r ’ s te le p h o n e  b e in g
m a d e  “ fo r  N e v ille ” . C a n  y o u  c la r ify  th e  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  
M r  M u lc a ire  and

C a n  y o u  m a k e  c le a r h o w  M u lc a ire  w a s  p a id  f o r  in fo rm a tio n  
re la tin g  to  G o rd o n  T a y lo r?  .

C a n  y o u  p ro v id e  d e ta ils  o f  th e  s to ry  c o n n e c te d  to  th e  
^  \/'\ b o n tra c t o f  5 *  F e b ru a ry  2 0 0 5 ?

In  th e  p a p e r o f th e re  w a s  a n  a r t ic le  h e a d lin e d
u n d e r th e  b y lin e s  o f  C liv e  
W e  a p p re c ia te  th a t th is  w a sG o o d m a n  a nd

p u b lis h e d  som e tim e  a g o , b u t a re  y o u  a b le  to  s h e d  l i ^ t  as to  
h o w  th e  rn fo rm a tio n  fo r  th e  s to ry  w a s  o b ta in e d ?  I t  h a s  b e e n  
s ta te d  th a t th is  “ c o u ld  o n ly  h a v e  co m e  fro m  p h o n e  h a c k in g ” .

I  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  h e a rin g  fro m  y o u , a fte r w h ic h  I  m a y  n e e d  to  re v e r t 
to  y o u  w ith  o ne  o r  tw o  o th e r q u e s tio n s .

W ith  k in d  re g a rd s .
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