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D e a r T im ,

I am  w ritin g  in response  to  yo u r le tte r o f Ju ly  27**’.

B e fo re  d e a lin g  w ith  yo u r lis t o f q u e s tio n s  I need  to  a d d re ss  yo u r re fe ren ce  to  “the 
Guardian’s  recent aflegations about the extent o f phone message tapping at 
the News o f the W orld".

T h e  re le va n t G ua rd ia n  re p o rts  a lle g e d  th a t “one senior source at the Met”  sa id  th a t 
o ffic e rs  on th e  G oodm an e n q u iry  “found evidence o f News Group’s s ta ff using 
priva te  investigators who hacked in to  thousands o f m obile phones". T he  
G u a rd ia n  w e n t on  to  say  th a t “another source w ith d irect knowledge o f the police  
find ings pu t the figure a t two o r three thousand m obiles” .

T h e se  a lle g a tio n s  by  th e  G ua rd ia n  w e re  n o t ju s t u n su b s ta n tia te d  and irrespons ib le , 
th e y  w e re  w h o lly  fa lse .

T h e  o ffic e r in ch a rg e  o f th e  G o o d m a n /M u ica ire  in ve s tig a tio n , fo rm e r A ss is ta n t 
C o m m a n d e r A n d y  H aym an h a s  s ta te d  on th e  reco rd  (T h e  T im e s , Ju ly  10*’ 2009) th a t 
th e  G u a rd ia n ’s  e s tim a te s  a re  w ro n g  and th a t th e  n u m b e r o f m o b ile  phones hacked  
in to  w as, in  fa c t, “...a  sm all num ber -  perhaps a handful” . O n Ju ly  9“ ' th e  
A s s is ta n t C o m m iss io n e r John Y a te s  Issued  a s ta te m e n t w h ich  m ade  a lm ost exactly  
th e  sam e  po in t.

E n c lo se d  w ith  th is  le tte r are  th e  re le va n t s ta te m e n ts  fro m  A n d y  H aym an  and John 
Y a te s  to g e th e r w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t re le a se d  by  N ew s In te rn a tio n a l on  Ju ly  9*”  in 
re sp o n se  to  th e  G u a rd ia n 's  a lle g a tio n s .

T h e  answ e rs  to  yo u r s p e c ific  q u e s tio n s  a re  s e t o u t be low . In  co n s id e rin g  these  
p le a se  b e a r in  m ind  th a t I jo in e d  th e  N ew s o f th e  W orld  in  J a n u a ry  200 7  and 
th e re fo re  m uch o f th is  in fo rm a tio n  has been g a th e re d  in  b y  th o s e  exe cu tive s  w ho  
w e re  h e re  d u rin g  th e  re le va n t eve n ts .
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Does it  remain your position that the illega l behaviour o f Clive Goodman 
was a ‘"rogue exception”, and that no other journa lists or executives o f 
the newspaper were aware o f the practice o f phone message tapping by  
anyone employed by the paper?

O u r in te rn a l en q u irie s  have fo u n d  no  ev idence  o f in vo lvem en t by N ew s o f the  
W orld  s ta ff o th e r th a n  C live  G oodm an in phone  m essage in te rce p tio n  beyond 
th e  e m a il tra n s c rip t w h ich  em erged  in A p ril 2008 du ring  th e  G ordon T a y lo r 
litig a tio n  and w h ich  has s ince  been revea led  in  the  o rig in a l G uard ian  repo rt.

T h a t e m a il w as da ted  June 29 200 5  and cons is te d  o f a tra n sc rip t o f 
vo ice m a ils  fro m  th e  phone o f G ordon  T a y lo r and ano the r pe rson w h ich  had 
a p p a re n tly  been recorded  by G len M u lca ire . T he  em a il and  tra n s c rip t w e re  
c re a te d  by  a ju n io r re p o rte r (w ho h a s  s in ce  le ft th e  new spaper). W hen  
q u e s tio n e d  a fte r th e  em a il w as su p p lie d  to  us by G ordon T a y lo r’s  la w ye rs  in  
A p ril 2 0 0 8 , th e  ju n io r re p o rte r a cce p te d  th a t he had crea ted  the  re le va n t em a il 
d o cu m e n t b u t had no reco llection  o f it beyond  that. S ince  by the  end  o f June 
2005  h e  had  been a re p o rte r fo r  o n ly  a w e e k  o r so (hav ing  been p rom o te d  “o ff 
th e  flo o r” w h e re  he  had been a m e sse n g e r) and  s ince  th e  firs t m on ths  o f his 
re p o rtin g  ca re e r cons is te d  la rge ly  o f tra n sc rib in g  tapes fo r  o th e r pe o p le , h is 
la ck  o f re co lle c tio n  w hen q u e s tio n e d  th re e  yea rs  la te r is  pe rhaps 
u n d e rs ta n d a b le .

E m a il s e a rch es o f re le va n t peop le , p a rtic u la rly  the  ju n io r repo rte r, ~
h d fa ile d  to  show  any tra ce  o f ttie  em a il be in g  se n t to

o r re ce ive d  by  any o th e r N ew s o f th e  W o rld  s ta ff m em ber.

T h o se  w h o  m ig h t have been co n n e c te d  to  th e  re le va n t s to ry , p a rticu la rly  
and den ied  e ve r having  seen  o r kn o w in g

a b o u t th e  re le va n t em a il and  no  e v id e n ce  has been fo u n d  w h ich  co n tra d ic ts  
th e se  a sse rtio n s .

i'v. ,)

Can you provide the Commission w ith fu ll details o f the process 
undertaken by the new spaper- after the arrests o f Goodman and  
M ulcaire in  Ju ly  2006 -  to establish the extent to which phone message 
tapping was prevalent a t the News o f the World?

C live  G o odm an  and G len M u lca ire  w e re  a rre s te d  on A u g u s t 8  200 6 . U n til la te  
N o ve m b e r 20 0 6  w hen o th e r ch a rg e s  w e re  la id  aga ins t G len  M u lca ire , th e  o n ly  
c rim in a l a c tiv ity  w e  w e re  aw are  o f w a s th e  a ccess ing  by G o o d m a n /M u lca ire  o f 
vo ice m a ils  b e lo n g in g  to  th re e  m em b ers  o f th e  R oya l H ouseho ld . N o t 
s u rp ris in g ly  o u r en q u irie s  w e re  fo cu se d  on  th a t area.

W e  q u ic k ly  e s ta b lish e d  th a t th e  sys te m  u n d e r w h ich  G oodm an and M u lca ire  
o p e ra te d  in vo lve d  cash  paym en ts o rd e re d  by  G oodm an to  a “v a lu a b le ” so u rce  
he  id e n tifie d  u n d e r th e  pseudonym ^  ̂ ^These co n s is te d  o f
p a ym e n ts  o ve r a pe riod  o f s e ve ra l m o n th s  w hich, by th e  tim e  o f a rre s t
a m o u n te d  to is n o t u n u su a l fo r  co n fid e n tia l sou rces  to  re m a in
u n id e n tifie d  e xce p t to  th e  p a rtic u la r re p o rte r. In  th is  case  n ob ody  a t th e  N ew s 
o f th e  W o rld  e xce p t M r G oodm an kn e w  th e  id e n tity  o f

D e p a rtm e n ta l heads w e re  q u e s tio n e d  a b o u t w h a t th e y  kn e w  o f M u lc a ire ’s 
d e a lin g s . A ll o f them  s ta te d  th a t th e y  w e re  unaw are  o f any ille g a l a c tiv itie s  
co n d u c te d  b y  M r M u lca ire .

A lm o s t Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r the  a rre s ts  N ew s G roup  in s tru c te d  B u rton  C o pe la n d , 
an in d e p e n d e n t firm  o f s o lic ito rs  (a n d  one  w e  had n o t used  be fo re ), to  dea l
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w ith  a n y  fu rth e r p o lice  e n q u irie s  o f the  N ew s o f the  W orld  and to  ask fo r 
w h a te v e r d o cu m e n ta ry  o r o th e r e v id e n ce  th e y  needed fo r th a t pu rpose . In  the  
e ve n t B u rton  C o pe la n d  w e re  g ive n  a b so lu te ly  fu ll coop e ra tion  by a ll 
d e p a rtm e n ts  o f th e  N ew s o f th e  W o rld  and  N ew s In te rn a tio n a l in  th e ir 
enq u irie s .

A m o n g  o th e r th in g s  th e y  a sked  fo r  and  w e re  g iven  e ve ry  fin a n c ia l docum en t 
w h ich  co u ld  p o ss ib ly  be re le va n t to  o u r dea lings w ith  M ulC aire. In  a il th e y  
re ce ive d  and a re  s till in  p osse ss ion  o f fo u r la rge  le ve r-a rch  file s  o f such  
d ocu m e n ts . T h e y  co n firm e d  th a t th e y  cou ld  fin d  no ev idence  fro m  th e se  
d o cu m e n ts  o r th e ir o th e r e n q u irie s  w h ich  suggested  co m p lic ity  by th e  N ew s o f 
th e  W o rld  o r o th e r m em bers o f its  s ta ff beyond C live  G oodm an in  c rim in a l 
a c tiv itie s .

T h ro u g h  B u rton  C ope land , N ew s G ro u p  co -ope ra ted  fu lly  w ith  e ve ry  re q u e s t 
fro m  th e  p o lice  fo r  fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n  o r docum ents. T h is  co -o p e ra tio n  w as 
ackno w le d g e d  by th e  P rosecu tion  a t tria l. A ll fin a n c ia l docu m e n ta tio n  w h ich  
m ig h t have  been re le va n t w as p ro v id e d  to  the  po lice .

It is pe rha ps s ig n ific a n t th a t d u rin g  an  in te n se  and In c re d ib ly  th o ro u g h  
in ve s tig a tio n  la s tin g  from  D e ce m b e r 20 0 5  to  N ovem ber 2006  th e  P o lice  a t no 
tim e  co n s id e re d  it neG essary to  a rre s t o r  que stion  a n y  m em ber o f th e  N ew s o f 
th e  W o rld  s ta ff o th e r th a n  C live  G oodm an .

A fte r 1 a rrive d  a t th e  N ew s o f th e  W o rld  in  Janu a ry  2007 , an  e m a il se a rch  w as 
co n d u c te d  in vo lv in g  u p  to  2 ,5 0 0  se p a ra te  em a il m essages in o rd e r to  
d is c o v e r w h e th e r o th e r N ew s o f th e  W o rld  s ta ff w e re  aw are  o f th e  
G oodm a n /M u lca ire  c rim in a l a c tiv ity . T h e se  em a il sea rche s w e re  cond ucte d  
b y  o u r IT  d e p a rtm e n t u n d e r th e  su p e rv is io n  o f N ew s In te rn a tio n a l’s  D ire c to r o f 
L e g a l A ffa irs , th e  D ire c to r o f H um an  R esources and an in d e p e n d e n t firm  o f 
so lic ito rs .

N o su ch  e v id e n ce  w a s  d isco ve re d  d u rin g  th is  search .

a: h 
.....;

It has been po inted out tha t while Clive Goodman was a royal jou rna lis t, 
m ost o f those names said to have had their phones tapped are non
roya l figures (such as Gordon Taylor). And the Judge in  the 
Goodman/Mulcaire case apparently referred to Mulcaire dealing w ith 
"others a t News International” . Can you iden tify  these individuals, and 
what the Judge was referring to?

Ne do  not
kn o w  w h a t ev idence , if any, th e re  m ay have  been to  su p p o rt th e  ju d g e ’s 
re fe re n ce  to  “o th e rs ", n o r do  w e  kn o w  w h o  he  w a s re fe rrin g  to .

•  We have seen the e-m ail to Glenn M ulcaire that refers to  transcrip ts o f 
messages from  Gordon Taylor's telephone being made “fo r Neville”. 
Can you c la rify  the re la tionship between Mr Mulcaire and

From  Ju n e  2001 to  A p ril 2003  
o f the  W orld , e ffe c tiv e ly  n u m b e r tw o  to  a ss is ta n t e d ito r 
the  new sdesk.

/a s  new s e d ito r a t th e  N ew s 
fho ran
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D u ring  th a t tim e  G len  M u lca ire  w as h ired  to  p rovide  num erous  se rv ice s  
In c lu d in g  la nd  re g is try  checks, c re d it s ta tu s  checks, e le c to ra l ro ll checks, 
d ire c to rsh ip  sea rches, co u rt re co rd  checks, su rve illa nce , and th e  p ro v is io n  o f 
te le p h o n e  num bers o f sp o rts  s ta rs  fro m  h is  va s t da tabase  o f pe rso n a l 
con tac ts .

D u ring  th is  period ]__________________ ^ a d e  use o f G len  M u lca ire  fo r  th o se
se rv ice s  and  occas iona lly , th o u g h  se ldom , a fte rw a rd s  as th e  new  new sdesk  
reg im e  p re fe rre d  to  con fin e  M u lca ire 's  d e a lin g s  w ith  th e  n e w sp a p e r to  the  
new sdesk, to  avo id  an ava lanch e  o f re q u e s ts  from  num erous s ta ff.

Can you make clear how M ulcaire was pa id  fo r inform ation re la ting to 
Gordon Taylor?
T h e  in fo rm a tio n  in  th e  June 29**’ 2005  em a il w as no t p u b lish e d  and  d id  no t 
re su lt in any s to ry  be ing p u b lished . G len M u lca ire  w as n o t pa id  by th e  N ew s 
o f the  W o rld  fo r any in fo rm a tio n  re la tin g  to  G ordon T a y lo r.

Can you provide details o f the s to ry  connected to the 
I cantract o f ̂  February 2005?

T o  id e n tify  o r p rov ide  d e ta ils  o f th is  s to ry  w o u ld  p u t us in  d ire c t and  se rio u s  
b reach  o f th e  U n de rta k ing  o f C o n fid e n tia lity  w e  gave  to  G o rd o n  T a y lo r as  a 
fu n d a m e n ta l te rm  o f th e  s e ttle m e n t a g re e m e n t a t th e  end  o f h is  litig a tio n  
a g a in s t us.

•  In the paper o f ' there was an article headlined
\inde r the bylines o f Clive Goodman and  “  

\We appreciate tha t th is was published some time ago, but 
are you able to shed lig h t as to how  the inform ation fo r the s to ry  was 
obtained? It  has been sta ted that th is “ cou ld  on ly have come from  
phone hacking” .

I enc lose  a copy o f th is  s to ry . P lease  no te  th a t:

T h e  s ta te m e n t th a t “it  cou ld  o n ly  have  com e  fro m  h a ck in g ” m akes no  sense  a t 
a ll if it is  based  upon the  co n te n t o f th e  a rtic le  itse lf. T h e re  is n o th in g  w ith in  
th e  a rtic le  w h ich  w o u ld  le a d  anyo ne  to  b e lie ve  it  cam e a b o u t as  a re s u lt o f 
vo ice m a il in te rce p tio n .

In  te rm s  o f how  th e  s to ry  w a s  p u t to g e th e r,_________________ h a n d le d  the
in v e s tig a tio n s . H e fo u n d  a n d  in te rv ie w e d  the

id e n tifie d  as jvho p ro v id e d  th e in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t w h a t h ap pene d
during^_________________  ĥ e  re s t o f th e  a rtic le  w a s  th e  w o rk  o f
C live  G oodm an w ho , th ro u g h  h is coun se l, to ld  th e  co u rt th a t th e  o n ly  p a rt o f 
th e  s to ry  w h ich  cam e fro m  ille g a l a c tiv ity  w a s  th e  in fo rm a tio n  th a t
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O n a m ore  g e n e ra l no te , p lease  fo rg ive  m e if  1 se t o u t fo r th e  record  th a t the  
G oodm an  and M u lca ire  a rre s ts  to o k  p la ce  th re e  years ago and  th e  re le va n t ac tiv itie s  
p re -d a te  A u g u s t 2006. A s  it  happens, the  em a il w h ich  caused  us to  se ttle  w ith  
G o rd on  T a y lo r is  no w  o v e r fo u r yea rs  old.

W e  have  in ve s tig a te d  th e se  m a tte rs  to  th e  best o f o u r a b ility  and  th a t o f the  o u ts id e  
la w ye rs  w e have  b ro u g h t in  fo r  th a t pu rpose  and the  re su lts  o f ou r in q u irie s  a re  se t 
o u t above .

W h a t I can  sa y  w ith  c la rity  Is th a t s in ce  1 becam e e d ito r in  Ja n u a ry  2 0 0 7 , 1 am  as sure  
a s  I can  be th a t th e  a c tiv itie s  a t th e  h e a rt o f th e  G oodm an /M u lca ire  ca se  have had no 
p la ce  a t the  N ew s o f th e  W o rld  and th a t m y new spaper and m y jo u rn a lis ts  fu lly  
co m p ly  vi/ith th e  la w  and  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f th e  PC C  C ode.

W e  have  now  answ e red  th e  o u ts tand ing  q u e s tio n s  ra ised  b y  th e  S e le c t C om m ittee
on T ue sday  21st  Ju ly  and  d e a lt a lso  w ith  yo u r ow n q u e s tio n s  in th is  le tte r. W e now  
tru s t th a t th is  b rin g s  to  a c lo se  o u r in vo lve m e n t in  yo u r in ve s tig a tio n s .

Y o u rs  s in ce re ly

C o lin  M y le r
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A tta c h e d  e n c lo s u re s :

( 1 )  P r e s s  s ta te m e n t  fr o m  A n d y  H a y m a n

( 2 )  M e tr o p o lita n  P o l ic e  S ta te m e n t  f r o m  J o h n  Y a t e s

( 3 )  N e w s  I n t a n a t io n a l  S ta te m e n t  o n  G u a rd ia n  a r t ic le

1 0 .0 7 .0 9

0 9 .0 7 .0 9  

1 0 .0 7 .0 9 .
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ANDY HAYMAN -1 0  JULY 2009 

(The Times & NotW)

The allegations about News of the World journalists employing private 
investigators to hack into celebrities’ mobile phones have put the 
spotlight on the original Metropolitan police investgiations into these 
claims, which I headed.
The paper's Royal reporter Clive Goodman and private investigator 
Glenn Mulcaire both pleaded guilty to hacking into the mobile phone 
messages of leading figures in public life. This was the culmination of a 
thorough police investigation where the evidence was so compelling the 
defendants were left with no real alternative but to plead guilty. This 
should have been the end of the matter but recent revelations by T h e  
Guardian have reignited the whole affair casting doubt on police 
actions.
There are concerns that the police were not thorough enough in their 
initial investgiations of these claims as they allegedly chose not to 
inform everyone who had their mobile phones hacked or pursue other 
journalists suspected of similar illegal acts.
At the time I was in overall command of Specialist Operations, the part 
of the Yard which Investigated the complaints. My heart sank when I was 
told the accusations came from the Palace. This was not the tirhe for a 
half hearted investigation -  we put our best detectives on the case and 
left no stone unturned as officials breathed down our neck.
The Guardian has said it understands that the police file shows that 
between 2,000 and 3,000 individuals had their mobile phones hacked 
into, far more than was ever officially admitted during the investigation 
and prosecution of Mr Goodman. Yet, m y recollection is different. As I 
recall the list o f those targeted, which was put together from records 
kept by Mr Mulcaire, ran to several hundred names. O f these, there was 
a small number - perhaps a handful - where there was evidence that they 
had actually been tampered with.
Had there been evidence of tampering In the.other cases, that would 
have been investigated as would the slightest hint that others were 
Involved.
Yet, as is so often the case, in the storm of allegation and denial the 
facts get lost. Well known figures such as John Prescott are said to 
have been victims of the hacking without any clear evidence that their 
phones were in fact hacked Info.
The promise by the authorities to clarify any ambiguity surrounding the 
original inquiry should be reasonably straightforward providing the 
police are allowed to focus on the criminal matters and are not 
distracted by the plethora of parliamentary and watchdog probes. There 
is a danger the two could get entwined.
The obvious w ay of getting to the bottom of whether more could have 
been done by the police is to conduct a review as suggested by the 
CPS. This route will bring closure by either endorsing the original 
investigation or demanding further work be completed. In retrospect, the
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speed with which the Met came out and said it would not be reopening 
its files might have been a mistake. Ultimately, it will be the CPS who 
decide whether there is a need for a further inquiry or not.
The present clammer for more information and clarity Is forcing many 
other bodies to become involved. On Friday in the space of a couple of 
hours several parliamentary committees and other press watchdogs 
announced their own inquiry. Undoubtedly, all these interested parties 
will want to examine the same witnesses and test the same evidence. 
This could be a recipe for disaster.
The police and CPS objective is to ascertain whether any criminal 
activity has been left unchecked. That is significantly different to the 
purposes of the other inquiries. They must not be confused. The police 
and CPS must be left to conduct their own review and not be 
prematurely pulled into servicing the other interested parties otherwise 
the waters could b e c o m e  muddier.

r '
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METROPOLITAN POUCE STATEMENT -  9 JULY 2009 1749 

By John Yates

I have been asked by the Commissioner today to establish the facts 
around our inquiry into the alleged unlawful tapping of mobile phones 
by Clive Goodman and Glen Mulcaire. I was not involved in the original 
case and clearly come at this with an independent mind.

Just by w ay of background. In December 2005, the Met received 
complaints that mobile phones had been illegally tapped.

W e identified that Goodman and Mulcaire were engaged in a 
sophisticated and wide ranging conspiracy to gather private and 
personal data, principally about high profile figures. Clearly they 
benefited financially from these matters.

Our inquiries found that these two men had the ability to illegally 
intercept mobile phone voice mails, commonly known as phone tapping.

Their potential targets may have run into hundreds of people, but our 
inquiries showed that they only used the tactic against a fa r smaller 
number of individuals.

In January 2G07, Goodman and Mulcaire were jailed for four and six 
months, guilty to conspiring to unlawfully intercept communications.

Mulcaire also pleaded guilty to an additional five charges relating to 
sim ilar matters.
On sentencing the two men, Mr Justice Gross at the Old Bailey said the 
case was "not about press freedom. It was about a grave, inexcusable 
and Illegal invasion of privacy."

The police investigation was complex and was carried out in close 
liaison with the Crown Prosecution Service, Senior Counsel and the 
telephone companies concerned.
The technical challenges posed to the service providers to  establish that 
there had in fact been interception were very, very, significant.

It is important to recognise that our enquiries showed that In the vast 
majority of cases there was insufficient evidence to show that tapping 
had actually been achieved.

W here there was clear evidence that people had been the subject of 
tapping, they w ere all contacted by the police.

These people were made aware of the potential compromise to their 
phones and offered preventative advice.
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After extensive consultation with the CPS and Counsel, only a few were 
subsequently identified as witnesses in the proceedings that followed.

I said earlier in this statement that these two men were engaged in a 
sophisticated and wide ranging conspiracy to gather persona! data 
about high profile figures. One was a private detective and one was a 
journalist. It is reasonable therefore to expect them to be in possession 
of data about such matters as it's part and parcel of their jo lj.

I emphasise that our enquiries were solely concerned with phone 
tapping. This, as far as we are aware, affected a much smaller pool of 
people.

There has been a lot of media comment today about the then Deputy  
Prime Minister John P re s c o tt.  This investigation has not uncovered any 
evidence to suggest that John Prescott's phone had been tapped.

This case has been subject of the most careful investigation by very  
experienced detectives. It has also been scrutinised in detail by both the 
CPS and leading Counsel. They have carefully examined all the evidence 
and prepared the indictments that they considered appropriate.

No additional evidence has. come to light since this case has concluded.
I therefore consider that no further investigation is required.

However, 1 do recognise the very real concerns, expressed today by a 
number of people, who believe that their privacy may have been 
intruded upon.

I therefore need to ensure that we have been diligent, reasonable and 
sensible, and taken all proper steps to ensure that where we have 
evidence that people have been the subject of any form of phone 
tapping, or that there is any suspicion that they might have been, that 
they have been informed.
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V.

News International Statement on Guardian Article

News International has delayed making this detailed statement until all relevant facts have 
been analysed and checked internally and externally.

News International has completed a thorough investigation into the various allegations 
made since the Guardian story broke on Wednesday. This investigation augmented a 
similar process here following the arrest of private investigator Glen Mulcaire and News of 
the World journalist Clive Goodman in August 2006.

Perhaps more significantly, the police investigation into Glen Mulcaire and Clive Goodman 
began in 2005, nine months before the two men were arrested. Prior to arrest the police 
conducted live monitoring of both men’s activities and also kept the News of the World 
activity in this area under investigation. The raids on Mulcaire’s premises, on Goodman’s 
premises and on ^ e  News of the World office seized ail relevant documents and all 
available evidence. The police investigation continued after the arrests and all relevant 
activity was studied and analysed in the context of identifying unlawfulness/crirriinality. The 
police investigation was incredibly thorough.

Apart from matters raised in the Muicaire and Goodman proceedings, the only other 
evidence connecting News of the World reporters to information gained as a result of 
accessing a person’s voicemail emerged in April 2008, during the course of the Gordon 
Taylor litigation. Neither this information nor any story arising from it was ever published. 
Once senior executives became aware of this, immediate steps were taken to resolve Mr 
Taylor’s complaint.

From our own investigation, but more importantly that of the police, we can state with 
confidence that, apart from the matters referred to above, there is not and never has been 
evidence to support allegations that:

> News of the World journalists have accessed the voicemails of any individual.

>  News of the World or its journalists have instructed private investigators or other 
third parties to access the voicemails of any individuals.

>  There was systemic corporate illegality by News International to suppress evidence.

It goes without saying that had the police uncovered such evidence, charges would have 
been brought against other News of the World personnel. Not only have there been no 
such charges, but the police have not considered it necessary to arrest or question any 
other member of News of the World staff.

Registered office: 1 Virginia Street, London E98 1XY 
Registered number 81701 England 

Switchboard:^ ^
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Based on the above, we can state categorically in relation to the following allegations which 
have been made primarily by the Guardian and widely reported as fact by Sky News, BBC, 
ITN and others this week:

>  It is untrue that officers found evidence of News Group staff, either themselves or 
using private investigators, hacking into "thousands” of mobile phones.

> It is untrue that apart from Goodman, officers found evidence that other members of
( I News Group staff hacked into mobile phones or accessed individuals' voicemails.

)
> It is untrue that there is evidence that News Group reporters, or indeed anyone, 

hacked into the telephone voicemails of John Prescott.

> It is untrue that “Murdoch journalists" used private investigators to illegally hack into 
the mobile phone m essages of numerous public figures to gain unlawful access to 
confidential personal data, including; tax records, social security files, bank 
statements and itemised phone bills.

> It is untrue that News Group reporters have hacked into telephone voicemail 
services of various footballers, politicians and celebrities named in reports this

• week.

> It is untrue that News of the World executives knowingly sanctioned payment for 
illegal phone intercepts.

All of these irresponsible and unsubstantiated allegations against News of the World and 
other News International titles and its journalists are false.

)
The Guardian has been selective and misleading in its coverage of the report and 
investigation by the Information Commissioner. There has been and is no connection 
between the Informafion Commissioner's investigation and the allegation of hacking into 
telephones or accessing telephone voicemails. The report concerned the activities of a 
private investigator who, between April 2001 and March 2003, supplied information to 32 
newspapers and magazines including, incidentally, the Guardian’s sister newspaper, The 
Observer, which according to the Information Commissioner was ninth worst "offender" out 
of the 32. The' information supplied was deemed to be in breach of the Data Protection Act 
1998.

When Les Hinton gave evidence to the Select Committee in March 2007, the evidence 
which emerged during the Gordon Taylor litigation in April 2008 was not known to Mr 
Hinton or any other senior executive within News International.

Furthermore, we are inviting the Guardian to supply the Metropolitan Police with any new 
evidence they claim to have. •

Registered office: 1 Virginia Street, London E98 1XY 
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Since February 2007, News International has continued to work with its journalists and its 
industry partners to ensure that its joumaiists fully comply with both the relevant legislation 
and the rigorous requirements of the PCC’s Code of Conduct.

Finally, we would like to make it clear that despite the Guardian suggesting otherwise, the 
departure of Managing Editor Stuart Kuttner has no connection whatsoever with the events 
referred to above. The Guardian were informed of this position from the outset and chose
to m is lead  the British public. -

ENDS

Notes for editors:

News International Limited publishes The Times, The Sunday Times, The Sun, News of 
the World and thelondonpaper. In terms of growth, share, circulation and reader 
engagement, the Company's titles are among the world’s most successful. NewsPrinters 
Ltd prints the national titles and operates as a contract printing subsidiary for the three state 
of the art printing plants. Further brands which are part of the group include the Times 
Literary Supplement and milkround.co.uk. The News International group has investments in 
property search-engine globrix.com and fashion website BrandAlley.co.uk.
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