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Jon Slattery; N ick  D avies in the Guardian: Sensational claims o f  use o f  phone hacking... i'age l o t i

the World when, the suppressed evidence shows, journalists for 
whom  he was responsible were engaging in  hundreds of apparently 
illegal acts
• Murdoch executives who, albeit in  good faith, have misled a 
parliamentary select committee, the Press Complaints Commission 
and the public
• The Metropolitan police, who did not alert all those whose phones 
were targeted, and the Crown Prosecution Service, which did not 
pursue all possible charges against News Group personnel
• I b e  Press Complaints Commission, which claimed to have 
conducted an investigation but failed to uncover any evidence of 

illegal activity.
Davies says; "Suppressed legal cases are linked to the jailing in  
January 2 0 0 7  o f News o f the World reporter Clive Goodman for 
hacking into the mobile phones of three royal staff, an offence under 
the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act. At the time. News 
International said it knew o f no other journalist who was involved in 
hacking phones and that Goodman had been acting without their 
knowledge."
Gordon Taylor declined to make any comment to the Guardian.
Q ive Goodman, now out of prison, said; "I'm not going to talk. My 
comment is not even 'no comment'." A spokesman for News 
International suggested the case did not exist; "This particular case 
means nothing to anyone here, and I’ve talked to all the people who 
would be involved." However, Davies says; "the Information 
Commission confirms that it disclosed material for the case, and the 
Guardian has pieced together a detailed account of the evidence." 
BBC N ew s has fo llo w ed  up the G uardian sto ry  on its w ebsite here 
BBC 1 1 0  o'clock N ew s also ca rried  rep o rt and quoted N ew s  
International spokesm an  sayin g  i t  w a s  "inappropriate to comment" 
on Guardian story.
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Dramatic exclusive by izivestigative reporter Nick Davies on 
guardian.co.uk  this evening alleging that Rupert Murdoch's News 
Group has paid out more than £ im  to settle legal cases that 
threatened to  reveal evidence o f his journalists' repeated 
involvement in the use of criminal methods to get stories.
Davies, the author of Flat Earth News, alleges:"The payments 
secured secrecy over out-of-court settlem ents in  three cases that 
threatened to expose evidence o f  Murdoch journalists using private 
investigators who illegally hacked into the mobile phone messages of 
numerous public figures and to gain unlawful access to confidential 
personal data including tax records, sodal security files, bank 
statements and item ised phone bills. Cabinet ministers, MPs, actors 
and sports stars were all targets of the private investigators.
"Today, the Guardian reveals details of the suppressed evidence 
which may open the door to hundreds more legal actions by victims 
o f News Group, the Murdoch company that publishes the News of 
the World and the Sun, as weU as provoking police inquiries into 
reporters who were involved and the senior executives responsible 
for them,"
Sensational stuff likely to have wide implications for the British press. 
Daries says the evidence also poses difficult questions for:
• Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications, 
Andy Coulson, who was deputy editor and then editor of the News of
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Tabloids face quiz over phone tap claims

MPs are poised to  quiz  
new spaper chiefs 
fo llow ing fresh claim s
about the use of phone 
taps.

Tory MP John 
Whittingdale said he 
would recommend the

Commons committee on culture, media and sport 
committee reopens an inquiry into the issue.

He spoke out after The Guardian claimed News Group 
Newspapers - part of Rupert Murdoch's News 
international empire which publishes the News of the 
World - paid out more than £1 million to settle cases 
that threatened to reveal evidence of journalists 
hacking into telephones.

MPs from all three parties including former Deputy 
Prime Minister John Prescott and Cabinet minister 
Tessa Jowell were among the targets of the alleged 
phone taps. The Guardian said.

It quoted sources saying police officers found evidence 
of News Group staff using private investigators who 
had hacked into 'thousands' of mobile phones.

Mr Whittingdale said: 'My view is that this has raised 
very serious questions about the evidence given to us.

There are a number of questions I would like to put to 
News International on the basis of what The Guardian 
has reported. It may well be that we decide we wish to 
have somebody from News International to appear 
before us.'

Mr Prescott said he wanted answers from the police 
over the claims they knew his phone was tapped by 
private investigators working for journalists.

The Guardian said Andy Coulson, Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications, was 
deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World when journalists were using the private investigators.

Mr Coulson resigned from the News of the World after royal editor Clive Goodman was jailed far four 
months in January 2007 for plotting to hack into telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

The Guardian said one out-of-court settlement paid by News Group, totalling £700,000 in legal costs and 
damages, involved legal action brought by Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers 
Association.

In the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor was revealed as one of the public figures whose phone messages were 
Illegally intercepted by private investigator Glenn Mulcaire.

Mr Coulson said: This story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the News of the World two and 
half years ago. 1 have no knowledge whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press Complaints Commission. I
took full responsibility at the time for what happened on my watch but without my knowledge and resigned.'

Former Cabinet minister Geoff Hoon said: 'It is hard to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can 
continue as David Cameron's communications chief while such a cloud hangs over his reputation. David 
Cameron must make clear what action he intends to take on this matter.'
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Tabloids face quiz over hack 
ctaims
Ptijifshed: Thursday, 9 Jufy 2009, 7:05AM
MPs m  poised to quiz newspaper chiete ioiiowing 
fresh daims about the use of phone taps.

Tory MP John VUiittkigdale said he would recommend the Commons committee 
on cutture, media and sport committee reopens an inquiry into the issue.

He spoke out after The Guardian dabned News Group Newspapers - part of 
Rupert Murdoch's News international empbe which publishes the News of the 
World - paid out more than £1 million to settle cases that threatened to reveal 
evidence of journalists hacking into telephones.

MPs from an three parties including former Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott 
and Cabinet mbiister Tessa Joweil were among the targets of the alleged phone 
taps, The Guardian said.

It quoted sources saybrg police officers found evidence of News Group staff 
usbig private investi^ors who had hacked into ’Thousands' of mobile phones.

Mr VMiittbigdale said; "My view is that thb has raised very serious questions 
about the evidence given to us.

'There are a number of questions I would like to put to News international on the 
basis of what The Guardian has reported. It may web be that we decide we wish 
to have somebody from News intemathxial to appear before us.*

Mr Prescott saht he wanted answers from the pol'ee over the claims they knew 
his phone was tapped by private bivestigatois workbig for journalists.

The Guardian sabi Andy Couison, Conservative leader Davht Cameron's 
director of communications, was deputy editor and then editor of the News of 
the World when journalists were u s ^  the private brvestigators.

Mr Couison resigned from the News of the Wsrid after royal «titor Clive
Goodman was jailed for four months in January 2007 for plotting to hack into 
telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

The Gusvdiai sabl one out-of-court settlement paid by News Group, totalling 
£700,000 in legal costs and damages, bivoived legal action brought by Gordon 
Taytor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association.

In the Goodman trial. Mr Tayior was revealed as one of the public figures whose 
phone messages were WegaRy intercepted by private bives^ator Glenn 
Mulcabe.

Mr Couison said: *This story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the 
News of the WOrid two and half years ago. I have no knowledge whatsoever of 
any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

The Mutcarre case was bivestigatsd thoroughly by the police and by the Press 
Complabits Commission, t took fiiH responsibility at the time for what happened 
on my watch but without my knowledge and resigned.'

Former Cabinet mbiister Geoff Hoon said; 'It is hard to see how in these 
cbcumstances Andy Couison can contbwe as David Cameron’s communbaiions 
chief while such a doud hangs over his reputaUon. David Cameron must make 
clear what action he Intends to take on this matter.'

O Independent Television News Umited 2009. AH rights reserved.

TOP NEWS STORIES
Bsnk set 10 
pump£25bn
into economy

Inquest into 
baq hostage 
deaths

Social work 
shake-up after 
BabyP

http://www.itv.com /news/articles/tabloids-face-quiz-over-hack-claim s-837533213 .html 09/07/2009

MODI 00046243

http://www.itv.com/news/articles/tabloids-face-quiz-over-hack-claims-837533213


For Distribution to CPs

Twitter /  B en  Bradshaw; david cameron, the police .. Page 1 o f  1

Skip past navigation
On a m obile phone? Check out m .twitter.com ! 
Skip to navigation  
Skip to sign in form

•  L o g in
•  Join Twitter!

david cameron, the police and the press complaints com m ission all have questions to answer in 
relation to today's Guardian revelations.about 1 hour ago from m obile web

BenBradshawM P  
B en  Bradshaw

Footer

©  2009 Twitter
About Us
Contact
B log
Status
Apps
API
Search
Help
Jobs
Terms
Privacy

http-.//twitter .com /BenBradshawM P/statuses/2547449107 09/07/2009

MODI 00046244



For Distribution to CPs

M urdoch group pays £ lm  over 'phone hacks' - Channel 4 N ew s P a g e  2  o f  2

not any other journalist knew - if this was the case it does beg the question why only Clive Goodman 
was prosecuted.

"Illegally intercepting private communications is against the law and one would have expected 
prosecutions to follow... I have not seen any other evidence that any other journalist knew but what 
we have seen is apparently a very large payment being made by News International and certainly I 
would want to ask why that was the case.

“The committee will want to discuss [the allegations] very urgently - if we decide there are further 
questions to ask then we would summon back witnesses and ask those questions."

In response to whether he was concerned by Andy Coulson's appointment as communications officer 
for the Conservative party Mr Whittingdale said:

"Andy Coulson gave his absolute assurance that he had no knowledge as editor.

"He did step down but he did say because he took responsibility as the editor - as far as I am aware it 
remains that he did have no knowledge and therefore we accept that."

M ore on th is  s to ry  

C hannel 4  N ew s

•  Prescott calls for Andy Coulson to go
• Interview: John Whittingdale
•  Tory PR role for ex-editor Coulson
Channel 4 is not responsible for the content of external websites.
Channet'4 © 2009. Channel 4 is not responsible for the content of external websites.
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M u r d o c h  g r o u p  p a y s  £ l m  o v e r  ' p h o n e  h a c k s '
Updated on 08 July 2009 
By Channel 4 News

The G uardian is  re p o rtin g  th a t tw o  to  th re e  thousand p u b lic  fig u re s  had th e ir phones 
hacked in to  by th e  News o f th e  W orld . Secret o u t o f c o u rt se ttle m e n ts  have so fa r reached 
a E lm .

The Guardian newspaper is reporting tonight that two to three thousand peopie - poiiticians, actors, 
footbaiiers and more - had their phones iiiegaliy hacked into by the News of the Worid.

Secret out of court settiements have so far reached a miiiion pounds.

Tonight John Prescott, one of those whose phone they say was hacked into, teiis us he's outraged the
police have taken no action.

He's aiso caiied for the News of the Worid editor at the time, Andy Couison, to be sacked from his 
present post as David Cameron's communications chief.

News Intemationai has always said it has no knowledge of phone hacking by anyone acting on its 
behalf. We have asked the News of the World for a statement, but haven't yet received one. We've 
also asked the Metropolitan Police for a comment. They've not yet replied.

P resco tt ca lls  fo r  A ndy C ouison to  go

John Prescott's mobile phone was reported to have been one of those hacked into, Jon Snow spoke to 
him on the phone from Cumbria and asked him if the police or anyone else had told him his phone 
had been tapped?

He said:

"Absolutely not. I find it staggering that there could be a list known to the police of people known to 
have their phone tapped, I am named as one of them, for such a criminal act not to be reported to 
me and not for action to be taken against he people who've done it reflects very badly upon the 
police and I want to know their answer.

"I'm not surprised that News International are into this. I think Andy Couison was editor at the time 
in the News of the World and moved on from the job while the reporter went to jail. And in that case 
they admitted to tapping phones. "

"I find it absolutely staggering that Andy Couison can go to be the communication officer for the Tory 
party ... surely Andy Colson can not be the man who's been supervising over all this activity as the 
editor in charge of the paper and still stay in that job. "

"I hope Mr Cameron will clear him out."

W h ittin g d a le : "W e w ill w a n t to  d iscuss th e  a lle g a tio n s  u rg e n tly "

John Whittingdale, chairman of the Commons culture select committee, told Jon Snow that he was 
concerned by the allegations and that the committee would want to "ask News International about 
the payments".

"My committee put out an enquiry immediately after it was revealed that Clive Goodman had been 
using an investigator to break the law...but we were given an absolute assurance by News
International, by the chairman of the company, that no other journalist at News of the World had any 
knowledge.

'The fact that other people had their phones tapped I think was known...the question is whether or

8
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"We were given an absolute assurance when we carried out an inquiry 
that only one journalist on News of the World had any knowledge of 
interceptions - Clive Goodman," he said.

Two years ago, Goodman, the News of the World’s royal reporter, was 
jailed after pleading guilty to hacking into the phone messages of royal 
staff. A private investigator was also jailed and Mr Coulson resigned 
but he denied being aware of what was going on.

The Guardian now says it has evidence of repeated involvement by the 
group's journalists in illegal activity, which could open the way for 
police inquiries and legal action by the victims.

A Met Police spokesman said an investigation had been earned out into 
the alleged unlawful interception of telephone calls.

"Two people were charged and subsequentiy convicted and jailed. We 
are not prepared to comment further," he said.
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News of the World 'bugging' claim
The publisher of the News of 
the World paid £lin in court 
costs after its journalists were 
accused of Involvement in 
phone tapping, it has been 
claimed.
The Guardian says three cases 
were settled out of court after 
journalists allegedly hired private 
investigators who obtained the 
Information illegally.

Thousands of politicians and celebrities 
were allegedly targeted

It claims News Group paid £700,000 in damages and costs to the head 
of the professional footballers' association.

News International told the paper the case "means nothing to anyone 
here*.

A spokesman said: "This particular case means nothing to anyone 
here, and I've talked to all the people who would be involved.” The 
BBC has yet to receive a response from News International.

Mobile phones
The Guardian claims up to 3,000 high-profile figures were targeted 
including model Elle Macpherson, former deputy prime minister John 
Prescott and the publicist Max Clifford.

The News of the World editor at the time, Andy Coulson, said: "This 
story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the News of the 
World two and a half years ago. I have no knowledge whatsoever of 
any settlement with Gordon Taylor."

A loC of stories in the 
paper were coming from 
information that was highly 
private

John Prescott

Mr Coulson, now the Conservative 
Party communications director, 
declined to comment further,

A spokeswoman for David Cameron ' 
said the Conservative leader was 
“very relaxed* about the story.

"The ramping op of this story is ridiculous - this is about a payment 
made well after Andy (Coulson) left the News of the World,* she said.

The Guardian says evidence alleging journalists used investigators to 
hack into the mobile phone rhessages arid voicemails of numerous 
public figures was presented in High Court proceedings.

It claims the Investigators went in search of information such as bank 
statements and tax records.

Mr Prescott told the BBC he had not been told his phone may have 
been tapped,

"I had no evidence of this though frankly, a lot of the stories In the 
paper were coming from Information that was highly private,* he said. 
*It‘s quite staggering really."

Police investigation
Former Labour home secretary Charfes Clarke said the allegations 
were "sensational".

"If they are true, the behaviour of News International and some of its 
senior executives Is disappointing, immoral and probably illegal," he 
said,

John Whittingdale, Conservative chairman of the Commons culture 
committee, said it would consider the alleged revelations tomorrow.

"I have to say I'm  extremely surprised If it is the case that a payment 
of a million pounds has been made by News International to people 
who allegedly have had their phones intercepted by an investigator," 
he said.
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said: "This particular case means nothing to anyone here, and I've 
talked to all the people who would be involved." TTte BBC has yet to 
receive a response from News International.

John Whittingdale, Conservative chairman of the Commons culture 
committee, said it would consider the alleged revelations when It 
meets on Thursday.

"1 have to say I’m extremely surprised If it Is the case that a payment 
of a million pounds has been made by News International to people 
who allegedly have had their phones intercepted by an investigator," 
he said.

The Guardian alleges up to 3,000 high-profile figures were targeted 
including London Mayor Boris Johnson and former culture secretary 
Tessa Jowell.
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Police call over phone tap claims
John Prescott Is to contact 
police over claims private 
investigators aftegedly working 
for News of the World 
reporters intercepted his 
mobile phone messages.
The Guardian alleges News Group 
Newspapers paid £lm  in out-of­
court settlements after its 
journalists were accused of 
involvement In phone tapping

John Prescott says the tapping claims 
are "staggering"

It claims the Professional Footballers' Association's head received 
£700,000.

The paper alleges the former deputy prime minister and thousands of 
public Figures were targeted,

A Commons select committee has said it will investigate the claims.

Mr Prescott told the BBC he would 
be contacting the police to ask if his 
phone had Indeed been tapped, 
why was he not informed and why 
was no action taken.

We were given an absolute 
assurance when we carried out an 
inquiry that only one journalist on 
the News of the World had any 
knowledge of interceptions

John Whtttingdale MP"I had no evidence of this, though 
frankly a lot of the stories in the 
paper were coming from information that was highly private," he said. 
"It's  quite staggering really,"

And writing in his blog, he questioned the role of the News of the 
World editor at the time, Andy Coulson, who now works as director of 
communications for Conservative party leader David Cameron.

"This really does call Cameron's judgement into question in hiring 
Coulson," wrote Mr Prescott. "The question Cameron must answer is 
'do you back him or sack him?'”

Mr Coulson resigned when the phone-tapping allegations first surfaced 
in 2006 check but denied being aware of what was going on.

He said; "This story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the 
News of the World two and a half years ago. I have no knowledge 
whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor.”

A spokeswoman for David Cameron said the Conservative leader was 
"very relaxed" about the story.

"The ramping up of this story Is ridiculous - this Is about a payment 
made well after Andy CCoulson) left the News of the World,” she said.

The allegations stem from a court case Involving the News of the 
World's royal editor Clive Goodman, who was jailed two years ago for 
tapping into the voicemail messages of royal staff.

A private investigator - Glenn Mulcaire - was also jailed in January 
2007.

'No knowledge'
The court heard how he had hacked Into the phones of well-known 
names, including supermodel Elle Macpherson, publicist Max Clifford 
and the Professional Footballers' Association's Gordon Taylor.

The Guardian says News Group Newspapers, the Rupert Murdoch 
company which publishes the Sun and the News of the World, has 
secretly paid more than a million pounds in out-of-court settlements in
three similar cases.

According to the paper, £700,000 of that was paid to Mr Taylor, who 
sued on the basis that News Group must have known about the phone 
taps.

A spokesman for News Group's parent company. News International,

SEE ALSO
News of the World 'bugging' claim 
oa )ul 09 i UK
Royal coverage put In spotlight 
26 Jan 07 I OK
Pair jailed over royal phone taps 
26 Jan 07 | UK
Press undercover guidance revised
18 May 07 I UK
'IBegal snooping’ papers named 
14 Dec 05 1 Politics 
The hunt for celebrity scoops 
29 Nov 06 I UK
Royal editor admits phone tapping 
29 Nov 06 I UK
Royal editor facing hacking trial 
17 NOV 06 I UK 
Q&A: Phone-tapping 
29 Nov 06 I UK

RELATED INTERNET UNKS 
News Intemationai 
The Guardian 
News of the World 
John Prescott's blog

The BBC Is not responsible for the content of external 
internet sites

FROM OTHER NEWS SITES
Channel 4 News Tabloids face quiz over 
phone tap claims - 35 mins ago
The Independent Cameron aide in phone 
hacking row - 38 mins ago
Times Online David Cameron urged to 
dump close aide over allegations of 
phone tapping - 1 hr ago
The Age Murdoch papers 'paid $2m over 
phone taps' - 6 hrs ago
AFP via Yahoo! British Murdoch 
newspapers face phone hacking claims - 
8 hrs ago

About these results

TOP UK STORIES 
Police call over phone tap claims 
Cegg queries Afghanistan tactics 
Teacher held after boy attacked 
iS  t News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW

SHARED READ WATCHEO/USTENCD
Teacher held after boy* attacked 
Nationwide offers 125% mortgage 
US worker dies In chocolate vat 
How lovestruck boy was lured to his death 
Mobile phone directory to launch 
Sex on duty officer spared jail

http://new s.bbc.co.uk/l/hi/uk/8141615 .stm
12

0 9 /0 7 /2 0 0 9

MODI 00046250

http://news.bbc.co.uk/l/hi/uk/8141615


For Distribution to CPs

N ew s o f  the World phone-hacking saga: how  the story unfolded [ M edia | guardian.co.... Page 1 o f  2

guardian.co.uk

N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  p h o n e - h a c k in g  s a g a :  

h o w  t h e  s t o r y  u n f o l d e d

Background to the revelations that the News of the World paid 
£1m to silence phone-tapping victim

James Robinson
guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 8 Jul y aoog 17.30 BST

August 2006

A n ti-te rro r police arrest th e  New s o f th e  W o rld  royal ed ito r, C live G oodm an, on  

suspicion o f ille g a lly  in tercep tin g  phone calls. G lenn M u lca ire , 35, a  fo rm er fo o tb a lle r

turned private detective, is also arrested.

Scotland Y ard  h ad  p reviou sly been contacted b y m em bers o f th e  royal household w ho  

suspected th e ir m o b ile  phones had b een  hacked in to . A  series o f stories in  th e  paper 

seem ed to  be based on voicem ails le ft on th e ir phones. G oodm an is suspended a few  

days la ter.

November 2006

G oodm an adm its  conspiracy to  in tercep t phone calls m ade by staff at St James's palace  

"w itho ut law fu l a u th o rity" betw een N ovem ber 2005 and August 2006 a t th e  O ld  B ailey. 

M u lca ire  pleads g u ilty  to  th e  sam e o ffence, and to  fu rth e r charges o f in tercep tin g  phone  

calls m ade by o th er w e ll-kn o w n  figu res, inc lu d in g  S im on Hughes M P  and  m odel E lle  

M acpherson. T he N ew s o f th e  W o rld  ed ito r, A ndv Cnnl.snn. apologises to  th e  P rince o f 

W ales and  says: " I have p u t in  p lace m easures to  ensure th a tth q ^  w ill not be repeated  by  

any m em ber o f m y staff.

January 2007

C live G oodm an is  sentenced to  fo u r m onths in  ja iL  M u lca ire  receives six  m onths. T he  

judge, M r  Justice Gross, describes G oodm an and  M u lcaire 's  behaviour as "low  conduct, 

reprehensible in  th e  extrem e". Coulson resigns im m ediately  saying b e to o k  "u ltim ate  

responsib ility". Les H in to n , th e  ch airm an  o f th e  paper's p aren t com pany, New s 

In te rn a tio n a l, says; " I u nderstand  A ndy's logic and  accept h is resignation  w ith  g reat 

sadness."

March 2007

H in to n  te lls  M Ps conducting an  in q u iry  in to  th e  se lf-reg u lation  o f the press th a t 

G oodm an acted alone. H e  defends p ho ne-tap p ing , arguing th a t it  can be in  th e  p u b lic  

in terest.

May 2007

The Press C om plain ts C om m ission concludes its  investigation  in to  th e  a ffa ir, fin d in g  

there  was no evidence th a t N ew s o f th e  W o rld  executives knew  about h is behaviour. 

Coulson was n o t asked to  give evidence. H is  successor C o lin  M jd er to ld  th e  PPC th a t he 

had im proved in te rn a l contro ls a t th e  paper.

June 2007

D avid  Cam eron appoin ts Coulson as th e  Conservative p arty 's  d irec to r o f 

com m unications and p lan n in g , a  new ly-created  p o st H e  starts the jo b  th e  fo llow in g  

m onth.

December 2007
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A n d y  C o u ls o n :  e x - e d i t o r  w h o  t o o k  

'u l t i m a t e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y '
Andy Coulson resigned as News of the World editor, but quickly 
resurfaced as Tory director of communications

James Robinson
guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 8 Jul y 2009 17.45

Andy Coulson. Photograph: Martin Argles

Few people have bounced back from a potentially career-ending scandal as rapidly as 
Andy Coulson. the Conservative Party’s director of communications and planning. He 
resigned as News of the World editor, a job he held for three-and-a-half years, in 
January 2007 after the paper's royal editor, Clive Goodman, was jailed; Coulson 
accepted "ultimate responsibility". In June, he was chosen to become the Tories' 
director of communications, taking up his new post a month later.

Even some Conservative MPs thought David Cameron had acted with undue haste by 
appointing Coulson so soon after his humiliating resignation, but the Tory leader was 
eager to recruit a heavyweight who would overhaul the party's media operation. Sources 
dose to the Tory leader said at the time: "It was felt the pluses outweighed the minuses."

Goodman's conviction ended Coulson's glittering career at News International, and 
almost certainly scuppered a plan to make him Rebekah Wade’s successor as Sun editor 
when she finally stood down. Wade and Coulson had been Wapping's golden pair for 
more than a decade, groomed for executive positions from an early age.

When Goodman was arrested in August 2006 it seemed that Cfeulson might survive the 
affair, partly because the News of the World had enjoyed a run of scoops since his 
appointment as editor in 2003. It had ended the leadership ambitions of Liberal 
Democrat MP Mark Oaten by revealing a gay affair, a typical NoW scoop, and published 
further revelations beyond its traditional showbiz heartland, including evidence that 
British troops had abused Iraqi prisoners.

When Goodman was sentenced to four months in Belmarsh, however, Cotilson fefi on 
his sword, describing the conduct of his reporter as "entirely wrong". In his only public 
statement about the affair he added; "I deeply regret that th^ happened on my watch. I 
also feel strongly that when the News of the World calls those in public life to account on 
behalf of its readers, it must have its own house in order."

Coulson has not spoken about Goodman since, offering a curt "no comment" on the rare
occasions he is asked about it. Cameron, criticised by his own backbenchers for 
em ploying a disgraced tabloid hack on a large salary, has backed his version of events. "I
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am satisfied that Andy Coulson was not aware that a journalist at the News of the World 
was engaged in this practice," he said shortly after Coulson's appointment. "But he did 
the right thing, took responsibility and resigned." Coulson's boss at the time, Les 
Hinton, told a Commons Select Committee inquiry in March 2007 that he believed 
"absolutely that Andy did not have knowledge of what was going on".

By agreeing to bow out, Coulson made it easier for his bosses at the News of the World’s 
parent company. News International, to deflect further criticism about the affair.

His departure effectively st5nnied further enquiries about how much News International 
executives knew about Goodman's activities, and how many other journalists might 
have been employing similar techniques.

The Press Complaints Commission, the industry body that regulates newspapers, had 
planned to interview Coulson during an investigation into the affair, part of a wider 
probe into phone-hacking on Fleet Street, but dropped that request after Coulson 
stepped down.

Coulson's friends said at the time of his departure that he had "taken a bullet" for 
Murdoch and most expected him to return to newspapers. Despite his highly paid job 
working for Cameron, and the likelihood of a Conservative election victory next year, he 
is still mooted as a possible successor to Wade at the Sun now that she is about to be 
promoted to a management job at News International.

After leaving school, Coulson joined the Basildon Echo in 1986 at the age of 18, coming 
to the Sun as a showbiz rejjorter two years later. He worked under Piers Morgan, who 
would also go on to edit the News of the World, closely following Morgan's career path 
by becoming editor of The Sun's influential showbiz gossip column. Bizarre, in 1994. 
Until bis resignation, he had spent most of his adult life working at News International, 
apart from a brief stint at the Daily Mail, and had told colleagties that Wapping, where 
the company is based, was his "spiritual home".

Coulson has proved invaluable to Cameron, however, and not only because he knows 
how the tabloid p r^  operates. He has instilled discipline into the Tories' dealings with 
broadcasters and the press, vetoing media appearances 1̂  shadow cabinet members.

His instincts and upbringing could not be more different from the privileged 
backgrounds of many members of Cameron's inner cabal, and the Tory leader is 
believed to relish the contrast, Coulson leant heavily on his tebby team at the News of 
the World, and does not claim to be a deep political thinker.

He has been credited with encouraging some tougher Tory talk over issues like 
immigration and law and order, however, helpiî  him cement his place in Cameron's 
inner circle alongside the party's director of strategy, Steve Hilton, and the shadow 
chancellor, George Osborne.

Early expectations that Coulson might help Cameron to win over Murdoch, who has 
publicly questioned his credentials as a future prime minister, mtqr have been 
misplaced. Nor has he so &r managed to persuade other Tory-supporting papers, 
induding the Daily Mail and the Telegraph titles, to endorse the Conservative leader as 
wholeheartedly as he would have liked. But there is little doubt that, should the 
Conservatives win the next election, a job in No 10 awaits Coulson should he want it.
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R e b e k a h  W a d e :  R i s in g  s t a r  w h o  l e f t  f o r  

S u n  b e f o r e  G o o d m a n  s c a n d a l
Rebekah Wade made her name at the News of the World, but had 
left for top job at the Sun before incidents in Goodman case

James Robinson
guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 8 July 2009 18.26 BST

Rebekah Wade. Photograph; Ytri Mok/PA

Rebekah Wade made her name at the News of the World, the paper she joined as a 
researcher in 1989, rising rapidly through the ranks to become its editor in 2000. Later 
this year she is to become chief executive of News International.

Bom in Warrington, Cheshire, in 1968, she became one of the youngest ever national 
newspaper editors when she was handed the top job at the News of the World days 
before her 32nd birthday after serving a two-year apprenticeship at its sister title the 
Sun, where she was deputy editor.

Wade made headlines as News of the World editor, launching a high-profile campaign 
to introduce "Sarah's Law", named after Sarah Payne, the child who was murdered the 
year Wade took up the post. It aimed to change the law to give parents the right to know 
if sex offenders were living in their area. That backfired after several suspected 
paedophiles were attacked by angry mobs, and was condemned by some senior police 
offers, but Wade remained unrepentant. Under her editorship, the News of the World 
circulation averaged around 3.5m, less than the 4m it sold during its 1980s heyday, but 
sales held up at a time when the circulation of many of its rivals were falling sharply.

She was made editor of the Sun, Murdoch's most influential paper, in 2003, and was not 
caught by the fell-out from the Clive Goodman affair because the crimes for which he 
was convicted were committed after she had left the News of the World.

Along with Andy Coulson, who succeeded her at the Sunday paper, Wade was identified 
as a potential executive early in her career, finally achieving a long-held ambition to 
break into Rupert Murdoch's cadre of key corporate lieutenants last month. It was 
aim o im ced  in June that Wade will become chief executive of News International, 
publisher of the Times, Sunday Times, News of the World and the Sun, in September. 
The promotion from editor to businesswoman confirms her status as one of Murdoch's 
favoured UK executives.

Her six-year editorship of the Sun has been characterised by some major scoops,
including publishing the findings of the Hutton report into the death of David Kelly 
before it was made public, but there have been some slipups along the way. Soon after
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she took the editor's chair, Wade ran a front-page story about ex-boxer Frank Bruno 
after he was sectioned under the Mental Health Act under the headline "Bonkers Bruno 
Locked Up". She subsequently donated money to Sane, the mental health charity.

Like most News International executives, she rarely gives interviews. Her public 
appearances have not always gone smoothly.

In 2003 Wade told a House of Commons select committee that the Sun had paid police 
offers for information, a statement that prompted News International to issue a hasty 
daniication emphasising that the practice was highly unusual. In a letter to the same 
MPs, she also wrote that: "The days of foot-in-the-door harassment and snatched photos 
are gone" -  an attempt to Improve the pap»er's image in the eyes of poKticians.

Wade has ventured into the spotlight more regularly recently as James Murdoch, 
appointed by his father to take run his UK newspapers in 2007, prepared to relinquish 
some of his powers to her.

At another parliamentary grilling, this time at the hands of the House of Lords media 
committee in January 2008, she was more self-assured, teasing the Bishop of
Manchester after he criticised Page 3. "If you wanted to meet [page 3 girl] Keeley you 
only had to ask", she told him.

In January, Wade deUvered her first public speech to an audience of media executives, 
attacking a High Court decision to award Max Mosley damages for invasion of privacy 
following the News of the World's revelation he had taken part in orgies. She also 
criticised rival papers, including the Guardian, for failing to support its fight to prevent 
the introduction of a privacy law by the backdoor, a &miliar News International 
complaint.

Wade has been called "the most charming tabloid operator of all time" but her personal 
hfe has been as coloorfiil as the fives of the celebrities her paper covers. In 2005 she was 
arrested following an argument with actor Ross Kemp, her then husband, at the home 
the couple shared. No charges were ever laid.

She married partner Charlie Brooks, a racehorse trainer, last month, at St Bride's church 
on London's Fleet Street, and threw a huge party in the Cotswolds attended by some of 
the biggest names in showbiz, the media and politics. Guests included David Cameron, 
Gordon and Sarah Brown, Blur bassist Alex James, Guy Ritchie and, of course, Rupert 
Murdoch. The guest list was testament to the power she wields at the Sun. Her influence 
is likely to grow stronger when she is installed as News International chief executive in 
September.
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L e s  H i n t o n :  M u r d o c h  c o n s ig l ie r e  w h o  

s m o o t h e d  w a t e r s  a f t e r  G o o d m a n  c a s e
Former News International chairman Les Hinton was key in
drawing a fine under News of the Wortd phone-hacking

James Robinson
gtiardian. ca.uk, Wednesday 8 Jill y 2009 17.30 BST

Hinton. Photograph; Eamonn McCabe

Debonair and unflappable, former journalist Les Hinton served as Rupert Murdoch's 
consigliere for over a decade, smoothing the ruffled feathers of the rich and powerful 
whenever they were on the receiving end of stories published in News International's 
stable of titles. The former News International chairman now carries out a similar role 
as CEO of Dow Jones, which Murdoch bought in July 2007, an acquisition that gave him 
control of the Wail Street Journal.

Murdoch turned to Hinton to assuage concerns in the US over his ownership of the 
paper and convince senior journalists, along with the business community it serves, that 
he would not push through radical changes at a title that is widely revered in the States.

He persuaded the 65-year-old Hinton to return to the US, where he made his career 
working on Murdoch titles, in December 2007. Hinton was asked to reprise the 
ambassadorial role he carried out at Wapping, when he acted as a conduit between 
Murdoch and the political elite.

It was Hinton, a former Sun journalist who has worked for Murdoch for nearly 50 years, 
who dealt with the fallout following the arrest of former News of the World royal editor 
Clive Goodman in August 2006, successfully drawing a line under the incident by 
insisting phone-tapping was not widespread at the News of the World, and that senior 
executives had no knowledge of the practice.

Giving evidence to the House of Commons culture select committee in March 2007, two 
months after Goodman was jailed, he told MPs: "I believe that Clive Goodman was the 
only person who knew what was going on.”

Hinton steered News International through several investigations that could have had 
serious consequences for the company, including a Press Complaints Commission 
inquiry into phone-tapping on Fleet Street and the culture committee's inquiry into self­
regulation of the press.

Goodman broke the Press Complaints Commission's code of conduct, which includes 
strict rules on protecting privacy. Since 2004, it has stated that; ''The press must not 
seek to obtain or publish material acquired ... by intercepting private or mobile
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telephone calls, messages or emails" except where there is a public interest

Hinton was chairman of the PCC code committee, which enforces the code of conduct, 
but after Goodman was jailed, he persuaded the PCC not to impose further sanctions.

Perhaps most importantly, he secured the resignation of Andy Coulson, then News of 
the World editor, accepting his decision to step down with: "deep sadness" and calling 
him a "newspaperman of great talent". By resigning, Coulson avoided being questioned 
by the PCC, which began its investigation into phone-tapping shortly afterwards, and 
News International was spared further embarrassment.

In his appearance before the Commons media select committee in the wake of the 
Goodman scandal, Hinton warned that genuine investigations should not be caught in 
the fallout from the Goodman ai&ir. "Placing too great an inhibition on people setting 
out to explore what are considered genuine issues of public concern is a dangerous thing 
to do," he told MPs.

To replace Coulson, Hinton turned to his old friend Colin Myler, with whom he had 
worked at the Sim in the 1970s, calling him back from America, where he had been
editing Murdoch's tabloid New York Post. With a new regime in place at the News of the 
World, the Goodman episode began to fade ft-om memory.

Hinton's handling of the affair provided another example of his ability to deal with a 
potentially damaging scandal with the minimum of fuss.

Hinton was bom in Bootle, the son of a soldier. His family moved to Australia when he 
was 15 and he landed a job on the Adelaide News, then nm by a 28-5«ar-old Rupert 
Murdoch. ^  years later, he landed a job on the Sun, but it was in America that Hinton 
made his reputation, during a 20-5«ar stint working in newspapers, magazines and 
television. He became an American citizen in the 80s.

Hinton returned to the UK in 1995 to become chairman of News International and 
carried out the diplomatic duties associated with the role with relish. In March 2007, he 
armounced a self-imposed ban on paparazzi images of Prince Wdliam and Kate 
Middleton in all of his group's publications, including the Sun, after Middleton 
complained to the PCC about harassment. That typified his ability to take a long-term 
view, striking compromises with establishment figures when it served News 
IntemationaTs corporate interests and protected its public image. The fact that he has 
since been sent to America to reassure those who sUU regard Murdoch with suspicion, 
and fear he could "dumb down" the Journal, illustrates how highly the media mogul 
regards him. It is little wonder one former colleague describes him as "Murdoch's 
special envoy on earth".

Hinton announced his engagement to Kath Raymond, a former aide to Gordon Brown, 
earlier this year.
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gmarMan.co.Bk

S t u a r t  K u t t n e r :  M a n a g in g  e d i t o r  w h o  

w a s  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d ’ s  p u b l i c  f a c e
The News of the World's long-serving managing editor, Stuart 
Kuttner, was the paper's public defender during controversies

Jaifses R-ofeiiiSOn
guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 8 July 2009 20.21 BST

Stuart Kuttner, managing editor of the News of the World for 22 years Photograph;
Fiona Hansoc./PA

Stuart Kuttner, the News of the World's managing editor for 22 years, resigned on 
Friday before the Guardian revelations. No reason was given for his departure, hot News 
International said he would continue to work on "specialised projects", including its 
Sarah's Law campaign. Kuttner has played a leading role in the paper's drive to change 
the law so parents can be told when registered sex offenders move into their area.

A former deputy editor of the paper who was previously news editor at the London 
Evening Standard, it usually fell to Kuttner to defend the paper when it courted 
controversy.

His only coimnent following the arrest of former royal report Clive Goodman in 2006 
was when he told BBC Radio 4's Today programme in February 2008 that only one 
News of the World journalist had been involved in iflegal phone hacking: "It happened 
once at the News of the World. The reporter was fired; he went to prison. The editor 
resigned."

As managing editor, Kuttner was in charge of the paper's finances. The paper conceded 
that Mulcaire was on its pa5Toll, receiving £100,000 a year, but claimed that was for 
rallying out unrelated, and legitimate, investigative work.

Knttner's role as the public face of the News of the World became more important at the 
start of the decade when successive editors, Rebekah Wade and her replacement Andy 
Coulson, seemed waxy of talking to the media.

When Wade's "Sarah's Law" campaign whipped up public hysteria in several towns and 
cities, prompting some Portsmouth residents to bum the homes of suspected 
paedophiles, it was Kutfner who faced the cameras.

That is a role he had become accustomed to. When the paper had some explaining to do, 
Kuttner was invariably asked to carry out that task. He visited Soham in 2002, following 
the disappearance of HoHy Wells and Jessica Chapman, to defend the paper's decision 
to offer a reward of £150,000 in conjunction with the Sun for information that could 
lead to their safe return. He also appeared on the BBC's Breakfast with Frost,
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responding to criticism of the reward and saying the man leading the investigation into 
the girls' disappearance, detective-superintendent David Hankins, had welcomed it.

Kuttner had also been an iniluentia] pî ence behind the scenes. When Gordon Brown 
and Tony Blair gave their first joint newspaper interview for over lo years to the paper 
in April 2005, Kuttner's byline was on the story, along with that of Ian Kirby, the paper’s 
long-serving political editor. FoDowing his departure, the News of the World's current 
editor Colin Myler paid tribute to kuttner, saying; His DNA is absolutely integrated 
into the newspaper which he has represented across the media with vigour.” Kuttner 
and a colleague were also named "team of the year” at the British Press Awards in 2002 
for their work on the Sarah's Law campaign. Clive Goodman walked away with a gong 
for best royal editor the same evening.
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D a v id  C a m e r o n  u r g e d  t o  s a c k  T o r y  s p in  

d o c t o r  A n d y  C o u ls o n
♦ Calls for Andy Coulson to be fired after new details emerge of 
phone-hacking by the News of the World while he was its editor
• John Prescott says he will contact police over claims phone 
messages were intercepted

Caroline Davies and Robert Booth
The Guardian, Thursday 9 July aoog

John Prescott last night called on David Cameron, the Tory leader, to axe his party's 
director of communicatioiis Andv Coulson after the Guardian revealed fresh details 
about phone-hacking by the News of the World, the tabloid paper the spin doctor used 
to edit.

Prescott, the former deputy prime minister, said he had no idea his phone was targeted 
in the spring of 2006, and demanded an explanation from police about why no action 
appeared to have been taken.

The tuning is interesting. Spring, 2006, that was when there was this bloody business 
of an affair," he said, referring to his relationship with his secretary Tracey Temple. "All 
the women in my oflSce were phoned by the press, and they all had their private mobile 
numbers. My office was absolutely shocked as to how the press got every one of their 
private numbers. They were all being asked questions about me. It was all connected to 
that. The whole thing is deplorable."

He added: "I must say after all the fuss about [Damian] McBride, I think Mr Cameron 
should be thinking of getting rid of Coulson. McBride was bad enough as it was, now 
really, just ask Mr Cameron whether he's got the courage to get rid of Coulson, or, 
certainly to make sure if he was to come in to No 10 he didn't have access to privileged 
information. To my mind, it is unacceptable that this man goes into the Tory p>arty 
office. The Murdoch press called for the sacking of McBride, and I actually agreed with 
it. But I wonder if we will hear them demand Cameron get rid of Coulson."

Prescott said he would ask the police if they were "aware that Td been phone hacked, 
and why did th^r not take action? And why was I not informed so that I knew what was 
going on. So 1 shaft be writing to the police and asking if is this true, and what actions 
did 3tou take?

"I am bound to say, they didn't take any action over McBride, or any action over the ... 
material given to the Telegraph. They are veiy political over who they chose to take 
action over".

Former Cabinet minister Geoff Hoon, also weighed in on the issue, concurring with 
Prescott's views.

"It is hand to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can continue as David 
Cameron's communications chief while such a cloud hangs over his reputation.

"David Cameron must make dear what action he intends to toke on this matter."

A spokeswoman for David Cameron said last night that the Tory leader was "veiy 
relaxed about the story".

Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman Chris Huhne also drew parallels with the 
Damian McBride ca.se.
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"At the veiy least Andy Coulson was responsible for a newspaper that was out of control 
and at worst he was personally implicated," he said.

"Either way, a future prime minister cannot have someone who is involved in these sort 
of underhand tactics. The exact parallel is with Damian McBride.

"If it is more than a thousand (phone taps) it seems most unlikely to me to have been 
just one journalist. There needs to be a full investigation."

Simon Hughes, the Lib Dem energy spokesman whose mobile phone messages were 
hacked into in 2006, said yesterday the court settlement by News Group Newspapers 
was proof the illegal practice is "always corporate responsibility as well as individual 
responsibility”.

He said he had been left feeling "angry and frustrated" by the intrusion into his personal 
affairs which came shortly after he had outed himself as a homosexual. "The settlement 
suggests the company clearly accepts, informally, responsibility for the actions," he said.

Hughes said he planned to consult his lawyer over what action he may take. He also 
warned the £400,000 damages settlement to Gordon Taylor could leave News Group 
open to more civil actions by individuals who may have become victims of intrusions 
into their personal data.

"There is a question as to whether this newspaper group or any other newspaper group 
is liable to other actions," he said. "The lesson is that they shouldn't presume that this is 
something that will only be dealt with in criminal courts, but it will also be dealt with in 
civil courts."

He also said the Metropolitan police could fece requests from other people who believe 
their personal data was obtained by the newspaper group and its agents. Hughes said 
parliament is likely to scrutinise the payouts and consider whether UK privacy law is 
sufficient in "the new data centred age".

"It is very easy for individuals to break into, buy their way into, data on the rest of us, 
ordinary citizens, well-known and not well-known, and it is very difficult for the 
ordinary citizen to get any come back. If you are rich and you take legal action and be 
willing to risk the costs of legal action, that is one thing, but it doesn't apply to most of 
the people in this coimtiy."
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E x - M u r d o c h  e d i t o r  A n d r e w  N e i l :  N e w s  

o f  t h e  W o r l d  r e v e la t i o n s  o n e  o f  m o s t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  m e d ia  s t o r ie s  o f  o u r  t im e
Former Sunday Times editor says tabloid did not have a public 
interest defence and Andy Coulson has questions to answer

Vikrain Dodd
guaidian.co.iikj Thursday 9 July 2009 01.15 BST

,Les Hinton, Rupert Murdoch, .Andy CouJson and Rebefah Wade at a St Bride's sendee 
in 2005 to mark the departure of the last news oi-ganisation from Fleet Street. 
Photograph: Graeme Robeitson/Getty' Images

One of Rupert Murdoch's former leading editors said last night the Guardian's 
revelatioiis of the News of the World's phone hacking represented one of the "most 
significant media stories of modem times”.

Andrew Neil, who edited the Sunday Times, said the News of the World did not have a 
public interest defence for its practices, exposed by the Guardian.

Neil said: "I think it is one of the most significant media stories of modern times. It 
suggests that rather than being a one off journalist or rogue private investigator, it was 
systemic throughout the News of the ’World, and to a lesser extent the Sun.

"Particularly in the News of the World, this was a newsroom out of control... Everyone 
who knows the News of the World, everybody knows this was going on. But it did no 
good to talk about it. One News of the World journalist said to me ... it was dangerous to 
talk about it.”

Neil was one of Murdoch's closest aides for over a decade. He edited the Sunday Times 
from 1983-94, then became chairman of Sky Television from 1988-90, and was 
entrusted by the media tycoon to be the executive editor of Fox Television News in 1994.

Neil said he saw no public interest in the methods used against any of the politicians or 
celebrities targeted by the Murdoch owned newspapers: "It is illegal. That doesn't mean 
it should never be done, you may have a public interest defence. But that's not the case 
in any of this, it was a fishing expedition; let's listen to who we can. It was comipt"

"If you imagine there was something of real major importance, you could have a public 
interest defence. But breaking into Gwyneth Paltrow's voicemail after she’s just had a 
baby is not in the public interest. I'm at a loss to know what the pubKc interest might 
be."
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He also said the police had to explain why they foiled to tell top politicians that their 
phones had been hacked into.

Neil said the stoiy raised serious questions for Scotland Yard, top prosecutors and for 
judges: "It's not just a media story, it raises serious questions about the police.

"The police learn that the deputy prime minister has had his mobile phone 
compromised and they don't tell him. I just don't understand that.

"The police investigation unearthed evidence of clear wrongdoing and the Crown 
Prosecution Service does nothing."

He added: "The court is foced with evidence of conspiracy and systemic illegal actions 
and agrees to seal the evidence. All that is completely wrong, I just don't understand it."

Speaking earlier, on the BBC's Newsnight programme: This is our criminal justice 
system in the dock."

Neil also said News International may fece legal action from those who were victims of 
the phone hacking, a so called class action: "News International could face a class action 
by people who want to mount a class action to unseal those documents. There could be 
the most almighty class action, you're talking about multimillion pound losses. That gets 
scary.

"If this was in the US, shares in News International would collapse tonight"
Neil said that former News of the World editor Andy Coulson, now director of 
communcations at the Conservative party, had questions to answer: "If a journalist 
comes to you with a great story, one of the first questions you ask is how did you get it  
How you got it is relevant to judging its accuracy and preparing yourself for aity legal 
challenge.

"If this behaviour was sĵ emic in the newsroom, why would you not know about it, why 
would you of all people, not know about it? Either you're incompetent or complicit."

Asked if Murdoch himself knew of the practice, Neil, formerly one of his closest 
lieutenants, said: "That we will never know."
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GREENSLADE
BLOG

D i d  C o u ls o n  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  h a c k in g  

a f t e r  a l l?  A n d  i f  n o t ,  w h y  n o t ?

It is amazing, but it is not surprising. From the moment the Goodman story broke in 
August 2006, journalists were saying that hacking was endemic within the News of the 
World (and in some other tabloids too).

But the NoW was always more likely than other papers to have been found out because - 
according to commenters to this blog and to emailers who contacted me in confidence - 
information obtained by phone hackers was routinely available within the newsroom. 
Several reporters used it as a matter of course.

After all, in a paper where stings and the use of agen ts p rovoca teu rs are regarded as 
legitimate forms of journalism, hacking was no big deal.

Now Nick Davies has produced facts to back up the allegations. And, in so doing, he 
has raised two rather targe questions that were asked at the time and never successfully 
answered.

Did the then NoW editor, Andy Coulson, know how his reporters were obtaining their 
information? Why did the Press Complaints Commission not pursue a proper 
inqviiry into the whole affair when it was a live issue?

Those two questions are linked, of course, because it was the timely resignation of 
Coulson that provided the PCC with a sufficient reason/excuse (you decide) to abort any 
possible investigation.

Now we must contemplate yet another question. When Coulson was appointed to be the 
communications chief for Tory leader David Cameron I assumed that he had been 
vetted to ensure that there would be no return to the voicemail hacking saga. It was, I 
thought, all done and dusted.

So what will Cameron and his Conservative party advisers do about Coulson in the light 
of this new revelation? Let's bend over backwards for a moment and concede that an 
editor might have known nothing about the activities of one of his senior reporters.

Let's bend a little more and concede that he might not have realised what a single 
freelance "investigator", Glenn Mulcaire, was doing in return for fees of £100,000 in 
the course of a year.

But we would break our backs if we bent any further by trying to imagine that an editor 
was entirely ignorant of a process used widely by journalists that was designed to obtain 
exclusive stories.

ff he did not know, as he has previously maintained, then he is guilty of poor editorship. 
In my years on popular papers - as an editor and a senior executive on the Daily 
Mirror, The Sim and the Daily Star - it was inconceivable that any journalist could 
have produced an exclusive stoiy without revealing its provenance.

It was the first question an executive asked of a reporter? How did you get it? And when 
the executive, be it news editor, features editor, assistant editor, whoever, presented that 
story at a conference, any editor worth his/her salt would ask the same.

27
http://w w w .guardian .co.uk/m edia/greenslade/2009/jul/08/new softhew orld-new sintem ... 09/07/2009

MODI 00046265

http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/greenslade/2009/jul/08/newsoftheworld-newsintem


For Distribution to CPs

Roy Greenslade: Coxilson and Wade have hacking questions to answer | M edia j guard... Page 2 o f 2

Again, it's possible, if improbable, that a senior executive (or a cabal of seivior 
executives) kept Coulson, and his predecessor, Rebekah Wade, in the dark. And it's 
similarly possible that Coulson and Wade did not wish to shed light on how their 
reporters went about their task. Better not to know.

However, I caimot imagine that previous editors of the News of the World, whom I knew 
well, would have wished to remain in total ignorance of how stories arrived. Not 
Bernard Shrimsley, not Ken Donlan, not David Montgomery, not Wendy 
Henry, not even Piers Morgan.

The irony about Wade, of course, is that she was a victim of the voicemail hacking 
her.self. Mulcaire admitted unlawfully intercepting messages on her mobOe phone.

So what should happen now? Well, I guess the culture, media and sport select 
committee might like to ask the NoWs executives - including former News Int chief Les 
Hinton - to return to the Commons and explain themselves. Fat chance of that 
happening.

The MPs might also ask Coulson to sit before them and explain himself, though he 
cannot be compelled to do so. An5'way, it sounds unlikely.

I suppose the PCC could hold a belated inquiry. That should prove an interesting test for 
the new chairman, Baroness Buscombe. But I wouldn't hold my breath.

Perhaps News International's other Wapping papers -  The Times, the Sunday Times 
and The Sun - could carry leading articles calling on the News of the World to come 
clean, echoing their persistent demands for transparency at Westminster.

Meanwhile, the climate of suspicion now hangs over both Coulson and Wade, and it will 
continue to do so if th^ say nothing. Are their employers going to be happy about that?
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As the fo rm e r ed ito r o f  the Sun's gossip column Bizarre, fo rm e r employees said it  was 
unlike ly that Coulson w ould not be well-versed in most investigative methods.
Another fo rm e r reporte r sa id the culture in  the newsroom was that "no questions are 
asked" in  regard to methods o f obtaining inform ation. They added that Coulson must 
have been aware o f the systemic use o fp riva te  investigators by his staff. "It's  hard to 
imagine that he w ouldn't have been aware o f that -  he was a reporte r too ."

"...A  current jo u rn a lis t sa id phone hacking was no longer widespread: "There were a 
few  bad apples who have screwed the paper rea lly  badly," they said. Another said there 
was a siege atmosphere a t the paper fo llo w in g  this week's revelations. " It is like  you fe e l 
under f ir e  and it  is not a very nice p lace to be," the jo u rn a lis t said. "We give people a 
hard time, so it's  probab ly fu n  fo r  people to see us getting a hard  time. I f  you don't want 
to w ork fo r  a controversia l newspaper then don 't w ork here."

0

On 11 Ju ly  the Guardian published die fo llow ing  artic le  b y  W ensley C lark, a form er 
tablo id jou rna lis t;

C o n f e s s i o n s  o f  a  t a b l o i d  h a c k
On Thursday morning, I  go t a phone c a ll from  an ex-cop I  know who now calls h im se lf a 
security consultant. H e 'd  ju s t read the Guardian, and was not in  a good mood. "That's 
h a lf my sa lary down the tubes, then," he said. This ex-cop, like  several others I  know, 
specialises in  ille g a l hacking and other "assignments" that often end up splashed across 
the tabloids.

What we are hearing about this week is only the tip  o f  the iceberg. So fa r  there have been 
ju s t two fa ll guys: the Nev^s o f  the W orld's fo rm e r roya l reporte r C live Goodman and his 
priva te  eye sidekick, Glenn M ulca ire , both o f whom were ja ile d  in 2007. But the tabloids 
-p rim a rily , but not only, the Nev>s o f  the W orld - have been involved in  ille g a l 
surveillance operations fo r  years.

I  should know: I've  worked in and around the tabloids since I  was 20 years o ld  - sta rting  
out as a s ta ff news reporte r fo r  the Sunday M irro r and, la ter, fo r  the M a il on Sunday, and 
as a freelance reporte r fo r  a ll the other red-top titles. And I  confess that I've  been 
involved in  my fa ir  share o f  il lic it  snooping in the past.

I t  a ll seemed re la tive ly  innocent once. When I  started out, in  the la te  70s, we used to pay  
the odd £50 fo r  a tame po lice  o ffice r to check a car reg istra tion number. We d idn 't th ink  
anything o f  it, though it  was o f  course ille g a l to bribe a frie n d ly  copper to gather 
m aterial to snoop in to  people's p riva te  lives. B ut this wasn't the m ain source o f  b ig  
stories. Back then, c ircu la tions were buoyant and the sort o f  money being spent on 
exclusives was often higher than it  is today. We'd th ink nothing o f  sign ing up a k iss 'n 'te ll 
with a fo o tb a lle r's  secret lover fo r  40 o r 50 grand.
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But by the early 1980s, the com petition between the tabloids had become so intense that 
we were encouraged to do ju s t about anything to secure an exclusive. When a W iltshire  
po lice  o ffice r came to the Sunday M irro r w ith surveillance logs tha t seemed to show that 
Prince Charles was using the roya l tra in  to meet his then secret g irlfrie n d  Lady D iana  
Spencer fo r  "love trysts" we happily p a id  the man, and go t our money's worth when the 
subsequent story caused a storm o f controversy. These were the so-called "m ad" years o f  
the tablo ids in the 80s and 90s - when the red tops a ll had s im ila r circulations to one 
another, and the com petition was intense ( I  can re ca ll many times tu rn ing  up a t the house 
o f someone I  needed to in terview  only to fin d  another paper had beaten me to it; a 
doorstep auction w ould then ensue). A t that time a lo t o f  undercover surveillance was 
p a id  fo r. Tabloid jo u rn a lis ts  talked about it  quite openly. M any editors e ither sanctioned 
what was happening o r ignored it  because the b ig  stories were a ll that counted. The 
attitude was: "W hat you don 't ask about, you won't f in d  out about."

T h e  c u l t u r e  in  a n y  t a b l o i d  n e w s r o o m  is  to  m a k e  th e  s to r y  w o r k  a t  w h a te v e r  c o s t. T h e  

pressure on the news editors and, in  turn, th e ir reporters has always been immense - I've  
never fo rgo tten  the tim e I  witnessed a stand-up fig h t between a news ed ito r and one o f his 
reporters a fte r the reporte r refused to make up a quote to embellish a story - but since the 
80s it  has go t steadily more intense.

As a reporter, we used every too l a t ou r disposal. On one h igh ly risky tab lo id  escapade in  
the 80s I  used an electronics surveillance expert to bug R ichard Burton's hotel room to 
see i f  he was having an a ffa ir w ith  his leading lady. We ended up overhearing him  
arguing w ith  his daughter about her allowance, and learned what type o f whisky he 
preferred, but we newer stood up the a ffa ir. F o r every story that go t in  the paper, there 
were three like  this that never made it.

And when a fo rm e r inmate o f Cookham Wood women's prison, in Kent, claim ed that a 
chef a t the ja i l  was runn ing a vice racket that used women inmates as prostitutes, I  
mounted a two-month surveillance jo b  that involved bugging every room in a house and 
taking secret photos o f  assignations between the in form ant and the chef. M uch o f that jo b  
was spent h id ing  in  an airless, blacked-out van round the com er, w hile m onitoring  
everything fro m  the ex-inmate's hoovering to her sex life . I  was com pletely driven - over­
focused on getting the story and g iv in g  little  thought to any co lla te ra l damage.
By the 1990s, the News o f the W orld's ever-rising c ircu la tion  began to p u ll away from  its  
Sunday paper rivals. Their huge e d ito ria l budget enabled it  to ou t-b id  the others fo r  the 
biggest, most salacious stories. And they certa in ly had the most money to spend on 
priva te  investigators.

Cam illagate s ta rrin g  Prince Charles and C am illa Parker Bowles is the most classic 
example o f  the phone-tapping which began to gain fa vo u r in  newsrooms. The tabloids got 
away w ith  that one, which only fu e lle d  the ir enthusiasm fo r  this new source o f  stories. 
Increasingly, p riva te  investigators were used to do the ir d irty  work, p rov id ing  a 
"distance" between the jo u rn a lis ts  and the overtly ille g a l activ ities they were 
commissioning. By the new m illennium  the so-called a rt o f  tab lo id  reporting, which had 
always been re lia n t on underhand methods to some degree, was tu rn ing  a lo t darker.
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Sometimes, this ille g a lly  obtained surveillance data is used by the tablo ids indirectly. The 
"ta rge t" is to ld  that the paper has loads o f d irt that is undeniable, and is then offered a 
re la tive ly soft option: s p ill the beans on what they've got up to in  the past, and the paper 
w ill drop the current scandal. It's  a fo rm  o f blackmail, really, and it's  very effective: 
everyone goes home a w inner. One celebrity w ith a sugar-and-spice reputation recently 
managed to "negotiate" the ir way out o f  a drugs expose by rew orking the story as an 
in terview  in  which they "revealed" the ir life -long  struggle w ith addiction. Their 
reputation seems to have been unharmed in  the process.

M any celebrities co-operate w ith  the tabloids when it  suits them, so I  f in d  it  hard to be 
sympathetic w ith  them. One o f the great ironies o f this week's revelations is that PR king 
M ax C liffo rd  is among those who have allegedly had th e ir phones tapped. Yet during the 
1990s, C liffo rd  b rillia n tly  p layed the tabloids o ff against each other and so helped his 
clients rake in  hundreds o f  thousands o f pounds every yea r by se lling  the ir stories to the 
best payer in  F leet Street: often the News o f the World.

But what about the ord inary citizens whose lives have been invaded by p riva te  eyes using 
surveillance techniques that are supposed to be employed against crim ina ls and 
terrorists, not law -ab id ing members o f the pub lic?  I  know o f a t least two fam ilies  
connected to TV  re a lity  show contestants whose phones have been tapped and emails 
intercepted by p riva te  eyes w orking on beha lf o f the tabloids.

In  fact, this k ind  o f news-gathering is now so ingrained in  the tab lo id  culture that, most 
days, i f  you took out a ll the illic it ly  gathered stories the tablo ids w ould end up w ith more 
blank spaces than an M P 's expenses statement

There is also an extraord inary "crossover" aspect to the business which allow s it  to 
flou rish . A lo t o f the p riva te  eyes employed by the tabloids are fo rm e r po lice  officers who 
reta in links to o ld  colleagues in  the force . I  have even heard o f some tab lo id  jou rna lis ts  
who go on to become p riva te  investigators. N ot only that, but many o f the p riva te  
investigators are also regu la rly  commissioned by b ig  businesses in  the City. Some even 
w ork as consultants fo r  government agencies, inc lud ing  the security services.
This is great fo r  the p riva te  eye: lo ts o f  w o rk  and one assignment may even cross- 

fe rtilis e  another. One o f  the tab lo ids ' biggest stories o f recent years was about a 
p o litic ia n 's  sexual habits, which h a d firs t been leaked by the security services to a p riva te  
investigator w ith  links to the tabloids. He then carried  out his own surveillance operation 
to gather fu rth e r concrete evidence before presenting the story to a tablo id, which duly 
published every sord id  detail, know ing fu l l  w e ll the story had been "copper-bottom ed" by 
undeniable subterfuge.

M any b illio n a ire  business people use the very same dodgy characters to check out the ir 
business riva ls  and other ind ividua ls they are interested in. I  personally know o f one 
g loba l tycoon who had his own prospective son-in-law 's em ail and phone records 
checked out by a p riva te  investigator, who uncovered tha t the "ta rge t" had a t one time 
been a drug dealer. The tycoon trie d  to persuade his daughter to c a ll o ff the wedding but

32

MODI 00046270



For Distribution to CPs

she reused and they rem ain happily m arried to th is day, although the target d id  agree to 
sign a p renu p tia l agreement.

So, it's  a spider's web o f subterfuge which extends fa r  beyond the offices o f  News 
In te rna tiona l in Wapping, east London, to the C ity and even in to  government. I f  Fleet 
Street is increasingly dependent on surveillance, so too is w ider society.
O f course, today's sophisticated computer technology makes it  much easier to delve even 

fu rth e r inside people's lives. In  fac t, the tabloids are fin d in g  it  increasingly hard to d ig  up 
any rea lly ju ic y  stories w ithout using p riva te  investigators. It's  a b it like  D C I Gene H unt 
in  L ife  on M ars adm itting : " I  had to take a bribe when I  f ir s t started w orking as a copper 
otherwise none o f the other bastards would have talked to me." They're a ll a t it.
And they're a ll dependent on it  fo r  another reason too. U n til recently, reporters were sent 
out on stories at the drop o f  a hat. These days, even a t Rupert M urdoch's News 
International, there is a tendency not to speculate on stories so much, which means few er 
trips out o f  the office. I f  you've go t access to a shady character who can tap into people's 
emails and phones then you tend to leave it  a ll to them.

The legal profession must also take its fa ir  share o f the blame. Lawyers chase po ten tia l 
libels so fe rociously these days that newspaper editors are obsessed w ith  having 
everything copper-bottomed. This means hard evidence like  secret surveillance m ateria l 
has become a fo rm  o f "back u p " and a v ita l p a rt o f  any m ajor tab lo id  story, even i f  it  
cannot be o ffic ia lly  and openly referred to.

A ll this can be hard  to prove. P riva te investigators rare ly pu t th e ir name to anything and 
are often p a id  through a m yriad  o f companies to avoid any d irec t lin k  to the story they 
have helped expose through ille g a l surveillance activities. There is even a code o f honour 
between the p riva te  investigators and the ir tab lo id  paymasters. Massive fees are p a id  out 
on condition the shady snoopers never "grass u p " the ir employers. It's  not d issim ilar 
fro m  being a professional c rim ina l who would never inform  on h is associates and would 
pre fe r to serve his tim e and come out to a welcome home pa rty  fro m  his underworld  
bosses.

Today, the rest o f  F leet Street is  watching this story unfold w ith g reat interest. M urdoch's 
tabloids appear to have fla g ra n tly  defied a ll the so-called rules and regulations fo r  many 
years, thanks in  p a rt to th e ir immense wealth but also due to th e ir obsession w ith  
exclusive stories. M urdoch's circu la tions have been the envy o f F leet Street fo r  many 
years but the cold, hard tru th  is that in  order to get the best stories and the highest 
readership they have had to employ the most underhand tactics.

To a tab lo id  hack, paying  out Gordon Taylor £700k and then m aking him  sign a gagging 
order sounds like  a good b it o f  business fo r  both sides. M urdoch's News In te rna tiona l 
manages to sweep a ll th is s tu ff under the carpet and Taylor gets a shed-load o f money fo r  
a story that never damaged him  because it  d idn 't even get in the tabloids in  the f ir s t  
place.
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Now, instead o fjo u rn a lis ts  knocking on the doors o f News Group's alleged "victim s", 
expect ambulance-chasing lawyers to take the ir place. It's  a c irc le  o f  greed and deceit 
that ju s t goes around and around and around.

• Wensley Clarkson is the author o f  Dog Eat D og: Confessions o f a Tabloid Journa list 
(Fourth Estate)

m
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M u r d o c h  
re p o rte rs  
a c c u s e d  
o f  p h o n e

By B en Fenton,
C hief M edia C orrespondent

J o u r n a lis t s  w o r k in g  fo r  
N ew s G roup N ew sp a p ers, 
ow ned  by R upert M urdoch’s 
N ew s Corp, iKild for la lv a te  
in v e s t ig a to r s  to  c o n d u c t  
m u ltip le ille g a l “h ack s” on  
m ob ile te lep h o n es, it  w a s  
a lleg ed  la s t n ^ t .

T h e in c id e n ts , in v e s t i­
gated  by th e  M etropolitan  
p o lic e , en d ed  in  a t le a s t  
th ree  c iv il acticm s b y w ell- 
know n  p erso n a lities w h ose  
p rivacy  w a s v io la ted , w h ich  
la w y e r s  fo r N ew s G roup  
se ttle d  fo r  su m s ru n n in g  
in to  h tm dreds o f th o u sa n d s 
o f  p ou n d s. T h e G u ard ian  
n ew spap er claim ed .

'H ie p eo id e  in v o lv e d  in  
th e  su its , in d u iiin g  G brdon  
T aylor, te a d ^  6f  th e  P rofes­
sio n a l F ootb a llers’ A ssodla- 
t io n . S ig n ed  a g r e e m e n ts  
th a t a l lo # ^  N ew s G roup to  
p reven t ev id en ce o f th e  ille ­
g a l a c tiv itie s  ga th ered  b y  
th e  p o lice sem n g th e  l ^ t  
o f day, th e  paper said .

T h e  a lle g e d  in c id e n t s  
took  p lace w h ile  A ndy C oul- 
so n , n o w  th e  d irecto r  o f 
com m u n ication s fbr D avid  
C am eron, th e  lead er o f th e  
C on servative party, w as th e  
ed itor o f th e  N ew s o f th e  
W orld. B u t a  p erson  c lo se  to  
Mr C am eron sa id  th e  Tory  
lead er w as “relaxed ” ab out 
th e  cla im s b ecau se th e  cen ­
tr a l a lleg a tio n  in v o lv ed  a 
p a y m e n t m a d e a fte r  Mr 
C oulson  le ft th e  new spaper.

Mr C oulson  resign ed  from  
th e  ed itorsh ip  o f th e  N ew s 
o f th e  W orld in  2007 after  
on e o f h is  reporters, C live 
G ood m an , an d  a  p r iv a te  
in v e s t ig a to r , G len n  M ul- 
caire, w ere j ^ e d  for h ack ­
in g  in to  th e  m o b ile s  o f 
th ree m ^ b e r s  o f sta ff o f 
th e  roya l fem ily . H e su b se­
q u e n tly  sa id  h e  h a d  n o  
k n o w le d g e  o f  Mr G ood ­
m an ’s a c tiv itie s .

M r C o u ls o n  s a id  la s t  
n ight; “T h is story  re la tes to  
an  a l l ^ d  paiunm it m ade 
after I le ft  th e  N ew s o f th e  
W orid tw o-and-a-half y ea rs  
ago. I h a v e n o  k n ow led ge  
w h a tso ev er  o f a n y  se ttle ­
m en t w ith  G ordon T aylor.

“T h e M ulcaire ca se  w as 
in v estig a ted  th orou gh ly  by  
th e  p o lice and b y th e  Pre.ss 
C on ip la ln ts C om m ission . I 
took  fu ll re sp o n sib ility  at 
th e  tim e for w h at h s^ m ie d  
o n  m y w atch  b u t w ith o u t 
m y k n o w le d g e  a n d  
resig n ed .”

Mr M urdoch sa id  h e  w as 
n o t aw are o f an y  paym ents 
m ade to  se ttle  l^ a l  ca ses in  
w h ich  th e  co m p a n y ’s  
rep ortm s m ig h t h a v e b ^ n  
in v o lv ed  in  cr im in a l a ctiv ­
ity . “If th a t h ad  h app en ed , I 
w ou ld  k now  ab ou t it .”

A t th e  tim e. N ew s Inter­
n a tio n a l, p a ren t o f  N ew s  
G roup , sa id  th e  in c id e n t  
w a s iso la te d  an d  th a t n o  
o th er rep o rters h ad  b een  
in vo lved . B u t T h e G uardian  
a lleg ed  th e  p o lice in v estig a ­
tio n  h ad  tu rn ed  u p  ev id en ce

o f oth er reporters and  ed ito­
r ia l e x e c u tiv e s  b e in g  
in v o lv ed  w ith  Mr M ulcaire’s 
ille g a l a c tiv itie s.
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Cameron aide in phone hacking row
► Ex-Ministers call for Tory 
director of communications 
to  be sacked after allegations
I f  iewfeSniUi

, DAVID CAMERON was lastnî t&c- 
':'mg calls for his drector of communi- 
eaSlons to be sacked amid a row over 
telephone hacMng.

TTie demands foicsw«l a series of al­
legations about joiimalists at News In- 
tBrnational, which includes tJie Nem s 
(fO iB  W m M , being inydved in tdqjhcme 
hacking It has been a ll^ ^  that News 
Group Newspapers, part of News In­
tErnational, paid out more th au M lm  to  
settle legal cMms which threatened to 
reveal journalists’ involyeaiMit in hack­
ing into phones.

A n d y  Coulson, now the Conservative 
leader’s coinmnnications chief, was 
deputy editor and then editor of the 
M ew s o f  the W o rM  during the period 
iBciingwas Aimed to havetaten iJam

J(im Premjtt, fhe Min­
ister, last night caled for Mr Cameron 
to sack Mr Coobon, sav in g : “I  hope Mr 
Cameron w il clear Mm out,” he said.

Private investigatore are ale^d to 
i have carri«J out the phone badang for 
' Joumafists. Cabinet nniristers Includ­

ing Mr Prescott and Tessa Jowel, the 
former caltare s«;refary, were said to 
be among these tainted, as were MPs 
from al three main pdMcal.parties.

Mr Prescott, responding to claims 
liiattlKpdicefcnewtris|Aicaje!iadljeeii 
monitored, was appaled that none of 
the c®<KTs h»I boftered to infimn Mm.

“I find it st^^ring that there couM 
be a Mst known to the poice of pet̂ le 
■who had their phone tapped,” he told 
Chm m el 4  Nem s. “For such a mmiiial 
actnottoberqjortedto me... reflects 
veiy baity on Ihe polcB. I want to know 
tharansweif

Geoff Hoon, the former transport 
secretary, Joined the calls for Mr Cool- 
son to go. “It is hard to .see ho-w Andy 
Coulson can continue as David 
Cameron's communications chief” he 
said. “Mr Cameron Hiust make clear 
what action he intends to take.”

Simiaity, the former home Mjretaiy 
Charies Oarke said tfie ailegarions of 
“liMKkiggmg" waiB “tens^maF and 
that if traeit wouH mean the bdiaviour 
of some senior execotives was “disap- 
poinfciî  iuBHoral andprobablyî al’’.

He demanded the new sp ape r group 
publish a fill list of everyone who had 
been targrtai and said: “Mr Cameron 
now has to make his c o n tr ib u tio n  to  
cleaning up public life % sacking Ms 
media adviser Andy Coulson -who is 
closely nnpicated in this atterly unac­
ceptable behavicwif

In 2007 CEve Goodman, the royal 
editor at the M ew s o f  the W o rld , ■was 
jaifed for liottingto h a i into telqihone 
nKssa^bdcMgjngtoKyd aMes. Dar­
ing the hearing it was reveafed that a 
Bomber of pubic figures tod telephcaie 
hkss^ s M^pltyinterc^tailif' Gfetm 
Mulcaire, a private invest%ator.

It has teen alegsd by &ard«Hi
that Gordon Taylor, the chief exECutive 
of the Professional Pootbalers Asso- 
dMion, m »¥ai a£700,0(K) seQJement 
from News Group Newspapers.

Blit Mr Coalson, who reigned wten 
Mr Goodman was said yester­
day that he was unaware of a settle­
ment with Mr Taylor. He adcfect “The 
Mnlcaire case was investigated thor- 
aigMy by the poIi«; and the Press 
Complaints Commission. I took fill re- 

at the lime fix* wfaat hap­
pened on watch but without my 
knowled  ̂m A  resigned.”

Two other settlements amounting 
to £300,000 are afle^d to have been 
agreed with other eMmants.

After the. trial Ne'ws International 
executives maintained to apariiamenr 
tary select c o m m itte e  and the Press 
Ckmtiamts Cemmissjon tJiat Mr Gote- 
mSwSTIse onty Journalist involved 
and that he acted without their kn owl- 
«%R Y«5terday, however, there were 
allf^tionsthat a number ofjoumalists 
may have been involved with hacking.

John WMttaigdaJe, th e  Conservative

ciairinan of the Cmmions Coiture Se­
lect Committee, saM it would consider 
Ite revelatiais today. “I am con­
cerned. We were given an absolute as­
surance by News International, by the 
chairman of the cxaniBî  thatnoother 
joarnafist at O xsW am  o fik e  W orM had  
ai5rkiiowfe<%̂  and that an inquiry had 

«d it "was sdetyCfe Good­
man who had been invdved."

A spcfcswoman for News Intema- 
tional said last nî fc “News Interna­
tional fe d s  it is inappropriate to com- 
mait at this time.”

Mr WMttin^ale added that the-al- 
legations “raised very serious ques­
tions” and te hoped to reopen a Par- 
Ijamentary inquiry.

Ttefwnwr M ^ Kof^ the  I^W rfltor 
Andf « e s  Ih e a l^ io K
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3. PCC GENERAL

SoE annual conference focuses 
on the fight back to recovery

the tm 'm  effects on the aewspapet industry ofi 
the recession and the Aan^ng tedmofogical 
lapjscaijci:,;:,"-';'' , ", -I ,,,1“ ’ /.J'J "" ■

The focus will fal on editors' efforts to buid- 
aeŵ platfooHŜ  for, newsisdeB*?. 
ery, rcyenae stteams and 
WoAipg practices at a dme 
w k m  the world ecoaomk 
dowtani_K liaviBg a dramat­
ic effec* on media orgamsa- 
&OOS. ̂  ’ y>

S o E  president Nigel 
W tchm et, editor ‘ of  ̂Ae 
E m m m g S ta r, Ipswich, saitfc 

-" WHe otir main' focus w il be 
«  figliling back to  recovery' 
from Ac combinai effects of 
recession aad sottcairai 
•Aange that are haring, d h t- 
:m aM£ impact on the media, ..
we sliall also be debating Ae 
vital'issoes of media freedom 

I-Am t are so , vital to 
our efforts to inform a n d  
serve readers, isteners and 
viewers on paper, tlirottgli 
broadest, mobie technoiogy and Ac internet.

“Prerioas conferences have spolfî ted Ae 
amaziiig innovarioii demonstrated' by ftadi-

■# .prS ii#e;lit H ifle l
Picitfrwer::, main
ioemswM  be or fig litin a  

re c o fliy '

lipaai'media compaaies and the ingenuity and 
adaptabilitf of editors aatf ilonrnatists. H is  
year we wilt show Aat despite trem em dm is ba.t- 
teriflg fiieiiiedia at a l levels is more than ready 
to take ofl:..ncw''ehal!enges.”

Tlie conference w il open wiA the 2 M 9  
■ ‘ Society «£ Editors Ledtore

-ediby' Waess Comptalats
I ComMSiQIi' ~cEa5mm
I Baiaaes.s Baseombe., lliere
I 'wIll a'feejBote $p«cti
1 from. Ae h a rd  Chief Jastke 

t®Kl |«4ge and presentations 
I 'frpin " diher senior figores 

'5 I feem Ae Biedia, f»Ktocs,,aij*I
mi'=r i  Ae Iw ,

...  ,| Tile,confaenoe takes- -place
I liroia: S»fflday 15 November to 
I Tiiaday- KiRiwaaber at Ae 
I Eadwson S.M hotel at

y:& I London Sransted airport.
,̂ I Bclegate fees are being held

at or bdow previous JeVds 
and discoonts uril! be avail­
able in lecogaitioa. of the's^- 
•rial .diffiailties faced paniGn- 
laf% h j  Ae f̂ onal.media. 

For .ojore information and 
twoidiig detaik- .risit ,Ae Society of Eifitcfes 
website at m w w ,m & € ty o fa S tm s .m  at and fol­
low the links.
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Sunday Express Dunblane controversy - W ikipedia, the free encyclopedia Page 1 o f2

S u n d a y  E x p r e s s  D u n b la n e  c o n t r o v e r s y
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Sunday Express D unblane controversy began on Sunday 8th  M arch 2009, when the Scottish 
edition o f the Sunday Express newspaper published a fron t page artic le , "Anniversary Shame o f 
Dunblane Survivors" c ritica l o f survivors o f the Dunblane massacre, by then aged 18 and 19, fo r
posting "shocking blogs and photographs o f themselves on the Internet". The “ shocking”  content, 
read from  the survivors’ socieil networking pages, w ith  Bebo being m entioned in  the article, included 
co lloqu ia l language and some swearing, mentions o f sex and alcohol and jo k in g  references to a 
confrontation (interpreted as the tab lo id  as a “ boast”  about “ getting in  figh ts” ) and to being a 
“ Scottish terrorist”  in  London. The article received a great deal o f negative attention given the 
tenuous grounds fo r m aking the attacks. Survivors and members o f the pub lic complained to the U K  
Press Com plaints Commission.

The offending news a rtic le  was removed from  the D a ily  Express web site, but despite this has 
continued to provoke strong reactions, particu larly ^ o n g  the blogging com m unity. A n online 

) pe tition  was drawn up asking fo r a front-page apology from  the paper, as w e ll as disciplinary action 
against the jom m alist and editor responsible; by the 30th M arch when it  closed, it  had attracted
11,186 signatures.

C ritic ism  has also attached its e lf to Ehzabeth Smith, a Member o f Scottish Parliament, who was 
quoted in  the article as describing the contents o f some blogs as "in  bad taste", a comment that was 
im p lied  by the article to apply to those o f the Dunblane survivors. She has since claimed that her 
comments were quoted out o f context, and were directed at teenage bloggers in  general —  a claim  
disputed by the Scottish Sunday Express editor Derek Lambie.^^^

A p o lo g y

On the 22nd M arch, the Scottish Sunday Express printed an apology, stating that: "O ur front-page 
story about the teenage survivors o f the Dunblane massacre and the ir use o f socid  networking 
websites has caused te rrib le  offence, not on ly in  that town, but across Scotland and around the world. 
Where possible, we have spoken to the fam ilies involved and given them  a heartfe lt apology. Today 
we apologise to you, our loya l readers."

The organisers o f the online pe tition  critic ised the apology as "inadequate", stating that it  "dodges the 
issue o f what was w rong w ith  the o rig ina l article, fa ils  to provide a satisfactory explanation fo r how 
this piece happened, holds nobody to account fo r its  pub lica tion and offers no reassurance that this 
w on't happen again".

P r e s s  C o m p la in t s  C o m m is s io n

On 22nd Jime 2009, the Press Com plaints Com m ision issued an adjudication stating "... the breach 
o f the Code was so serious that no apology could remedy it."  [1]

R e fe r e n c e s

1.  ̂Paula Murray (2009-03-08). "Anniversary Shame of Dunblane Survivors". Scottish Sunday Express, 
pp. 1, 7.

2. Oliver Luft (2009-03-16). "PCC targets Sunday Express over Dunblane allegations". The Guardian. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2009/mar/16/pcc-targets-sunday-express-over-dunblane-claims.
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"Publication represented a serious error of judgement on the part of the newspaper."

'New guidance'

It added; "Although the editor had taken steps to resolve the complaint, and rightly 
published an apology, the breach of the code was so serious that no apology could remedy 
it."

The watchdog also urged journalists to be wary when reproducing images and information 
from networking sites like Facebook and issued new guidance.

It said it can be acceptable to publish such information, but only when a person might 
expect media scrutiny or has come to public attention through their own actions.

The PCC said privacy settings can provide protection, and journalists who get round them
must justify their actions in the public interest.

E-mail this to a friend 

Related to this story:
Dunblane inquiry demands rejected (22 Mar 06 | Scotland ) 
Dunblane is remembered in private (13 Mar 06 | Scotland )
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PCC criticises Dunblane article
The Press C om plaints C om m ission (PCC) has 
criticised the Scottish Sunday Express for intruding 
into the private lives of Dunblane massacre survivors.

In March, the paper published an article claiming that 
some of those who lived through the 1996 shooting had 
shamed the memory of those who died.

It used photos and details from social networking sites to 
claim they boasted about sex, fights and drinking.

The PCC ruled that was a "fundamental failure" to respect private lives.

Sixteen children and their teacher were killed when gunman Thomas Hamilton went into 
Dunblane Primary School on 13 March, 1996, and opened fire. He then shot himself.

The parents o f the boys involved in the Sunday Express story complained that the 
newspaper was wrong to identify their children as Dunblane survivors and publish 
information about their private lives.

"P u b lica tio n  re p re s e n te d  a  s e rio u s  e r ro r  o f  ju d g e m e n t o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  n e w s p a p e r"

PCC ruling

A petition against the paper's actions was signed by 11,000 people.

The newspaper later published an apology about the tone of the article, but claimed that the 
identities of the survivors had been published before and that the pictures and information 
were found on publicly-accessible websites.

However the PCC ruled: "The images appeared to have been taken out of context and 
presented in a way that was designed to humiliate or embarrass them.

"Even if the images were available freely online, the way they were used - when there was 
no particular reason for the boys to be in the news - represented a fundamental failure to 
respect their private lives.

http ://news.bbc. co. uk/ 1 /Iow /scotIand/tayside_and_central/8137054. stm
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and m any others are ow ed  an apology as 
w ell as an explanation. So are Ik s  w ell- 
know n individuals w ho have attracted  
th e  NoW’s  in terest.

T hose m em bers o f  th e  govern­
m en t w ho have supported th e state's 
acquisition  o f  so  m uch personal data 
and h ave n ow  b een  subjected to  th e  
NoW’s  hacking operation m ay think that 
privacy law s that guarantee th e  com m u­
n ications o f  in nocen t individuals from  
unscrupukrus corporations, as w ell as 
th e  sta te , are lon g Overdue.

Henry Porter blogs aCguardian.co.uk/ 
commend^ee/henryporter
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tee, currently investigating press regulation. 
Bodibodieshave hitl^rtobeen contenfMoth die 
reassurances ofNewstotemational executives,

who clauned that Clive Goodman - the News of 
the World reporter jailed for hacking into royal 
phones - was a rogue operator. The PCC never 
called evidence ftomthenewspaper’seditor at 
the time, Andy Coulson, who isnow worldngas 
David Cameron’s director of communications, 
nor dananded to see paperwork or invoices.

P r e s s  a n d  p r i v a c y

Secret spies
The world is waking up to the extent to which 
modem technologies can destroy privacy. Any 
citizen with a mobile phone, car or computer 
is open to surveillance by a broad range of 
agencies. Newspapers have taken the lead in 
fighting against state intrusions into privacy - 
resistir  ̂ID cards, databases and tlte mindless 
spread of CCTV. Editors invei^against Google 
and its potential to intmde into our lives.

More hidden is the way some of the same 
new^apers have systematically pried into the 
lives of people in rather repellent ways. It has 
emerged that one of Rupfflt Murdoch’s news 
organisations in the UK has quietly paid out 
huge sums to settle three cases, thereby sup­
pressing details which threatened to expose its 
involvement in the use of criminal methods to 
get stories. In return for a secrecy agreement, 
they paid damages of £400,000 or more to one 
victim - dwarfing the previous record £60,000

breach of privacy payment to the Formula One 
boss Max Mosley. The total paid in damages 
and costs tops £im.

Most of tte work was subcontracted to pri­
vate investigatOrs.Asenior Metropolitan police 
officer claiii^ to have evidence that thousaiids 
of people in pubhc life had had their phones 
hacked by agents working on behalf of papers. 
The victims included MPs, cabinet ministers, 
minor celebrities and sportsmetL The Scotland 
Yard files miiTorparallel evidence compiled by 
the informationcommissioner, who uiKOvered 
thousands of examples of activity which was 
“certainly or very probably" illegsd.

That detailed evidence has never been 
reouestedor seenbv the Ptpss Complaints Com- 
mis-sinn. nor by the Commons media commit-
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if not plam gullible. It is awkward for Mr Cam- 
erontohaveathisadeamanwho,inaprevious 
life, was re^nsible for journalists who were 
breaching the privacy of MPs.

TheMurdo^organisationisapowerfiilone, 
with tentacles into many areas of public and 
political life. Individualsworkii^foroiK ofits 
UK companies have demonstrated their abil­
ity to jettison civilised standards of behaviour 
to attack targets. These allegations should be 
examined in dayli^t, not deahwith by means 
Of secret cash payments.
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1. NEWS OF THE WORLD: 
PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS

Revealed: Murdoch's Elm  
bill for hiding dirty tricks
•  T o r y  P R  c h ie f  
u n d e r  fir e  o v e r  
ta b lo id  h a c k in g

•  P o lit ic ia n s  
a n d  c e le b r it ie s  
a m o n g  v ic t im s

Nick Davies

Rupert M urdoch’s N ew s Group n ew spa­
pers has paid ou t m ore than £im  to  se ttle  
legal cases that threatened to  reveal ev i­
dence o f  h is jotunalists’ rep u ted  involve^  
m ent in th e  u se o f crim inal m ethods to  get 
stories.

T hepaym entssecured secrecy over out- 
of-court se ttl^ n e n ts  in  th ree ca ses that 
th reata ied to  expose evidenceofM urdoch  
journalists using p rivateinvesti^ orsw lK ) 
illeg a lly  hacked iirto th e  m obile p hon e  
m essages o f  num erous public figures and  
to gain  u n law fu l access to  co n fid en tia l 
persorral data inc hiding tax records, social 
security files, bank statem ents and item ­
ised  phone b ills. Cabinet m inisters, MPs, 
actors and sports stars w ere a ll targets o f  
th e  private investigators.

Today, th e  Guardian reveals d eta ils o f  
th e  suppressed ev id en ce w hich m ay open  
th e  door to  hundreds m ore legal action s

com pany that publishes th e  N ew s o f th e  
W orld and th e  Sun, as w ell a s provok­
in g p o lice in q u iries in to  reporters w ho  
w ere in volved  and th e senior eiK cutrves 
responsib le for them . The ev id en ce also  
p oses difficult questions for:
♦  C onservative leader Damd Cam eron’s  
director o f com m unications, A ndy Coul- 
son , w ho w as deputy editor and th en  ed i­

tor o f  th e  N ew s o f th e  W orld w h en , th e  
suppressed  ev id en ce sh ow s, journalists 
for w hom  h e w as responsible w ere engag­
ing in hundreds o f  apparently illega l acts 
•M urdochrasecutivesw ho, ad b ^  in good  
^ t h , have m isled  a parliam entary s^ ec t  
com m ittee, th e  Press C om plaints Com­
m ission  arid th e public 
•  The M etropolitan p o lice, w ho did n ot 
alert a ll th o se  w h ose p h on es w ere tar­
geted , and th e Crown Prosecution Service, 
w hich did not pursue a ll p ossib le charges 
against N ew s Group persoim el

•  T he E iess C om plaints CoTnTnis-sion. 
w h ich  cla im ed  to  h ave co n d u cted  an  
in v estiga tion  but fa iled  to  u n cover any  
evid en ce o f illega l activity.

The su pp ressed  lega l cases are linked  
to  th e ja ilin g in  January 2007 o f  N ew s o f  
th e  W orid reporter C live G oodm an for 
hacking in to  th e m obile p hon es o f  th ree 
royal staff, an offen ce under th e  Regula­
tio n  o f  In vestigatory Pow ers A ct. At th e  
tim e. N ew s International sa id  it k new  o f  
n o oth er journalist w ho w as in volved  in  
hacking p h o n ^  and that G oodm an had  
b een  acting w ith ou t thmr know ledge.

H ow ever, on e senior sou rce at th e  M et |  
to ld  th e  Guardian th at during th e  G ood-*

m an inquiry, officers had foun d  evid en ce  
o f  N ew s Group staff using private in v es­
tiga tors w ho hacked in to  “th ou san d s” 
o f  m ob ile p h on es. A nother so u rce w ith  
direct k now ledge o f  th e  p o lice  find ings 
put th e  figure at “tw o or th ree thousand” . 
m ob iles. T h ey su g g est th a t M Ps from  
a ll th ree p a r t is  and cab in et m in isters, 
in clu d ing fo rm s’ deputy prim e m inister 
John P rescott and fo r m s  cu ltu re s e s e -  
taryT essa Jow ell, w ere am ongthe targets. 
N ew s m tsn a tio n a l has alw aysm aintained  
that it has no k now ledgeofp hon e hacking 
by anybody acting on its  b eh alf.

A p rivate in vestigator w h o had b een  
w orking for N ew s Group, Glerm M ulcaire, 
w as also jailed  in  January 2007. He adm it­
ted  h a ck iig  in to th e phones o f  fiv e  other  
targets, in clu d in g  Gordon Taylor, c h ie f

ers' A ssociation. Am ong th o se  phon es he  
hacked in to  w ere th e  Lib D em  MP Sim on 
H u g h es, c e le b r ity  PR 1'::;
M ax C lifford, m odel E lle ^  
M acPherson and firotball ' ^  '■
agent Sky Andrew. N ew s Group d en ied  
a ll know ledge o f th e  hacking, but Taylor

C ontiou ed  o n i» g
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T r a i l  o f  h a c k i n g  a n d  d e c e i t  u n d e r  n o s e  o f  T o r y  P R  c h i e f

M ic k  D a v ie s  o n  h o w  th e  
N e w s  o f  th e  W o rld  w a s  
in ¥ o lv e d  in  ille g a l a c tiv ity , 
fro m  in te rc e p tin g  p h o n e  
m essages to  b u y in g  
c o n fid e n tia l p e rs o n a l d a ta

when the high court last summer 
.ordered the News of the World to pay 
damages to Max Mosley for secretly 
fflming Mm with prostitutes, the paper 
was furious. In an angry leader column, 
it insisted that public figures must main­
tain standards. “ It is not for the pow- 
erfiil and the influeiitial to mn to the 
courts to gag newspapers from pubBsh- 
ing stories that are TRUE," it said. “This 
is all about the pubMc's right to know.”

Eyen as those words were being pub­
lished, lawyers and senior executives 
from News International’s subsidiary 
News Group were preparing to ran to 
court to gag Gordon Taylor, the chief 
executive of the Professional FootbaD- 
ers’ Association, who was suing the 
News of the World for its undisclosed 
involvement in the ille ^  interception 
of messages left on his mobile phone.

By persuading the high court to seal 
the ffle and by paying Taylor more than 
£400,000 damages in exchange for his 
silence. News Group prevented the 
public froin knowing anytMng about the 
hundreds of pages of evidence wMch 
had been disclosed in Taylor’s case, 
revealing potentially criminal behaviour 
by joumaists on its payrol. It also pro­
tected some powerful and influential 
people from the implications of that 
evidence.

David Cameron’s chief press adviser, 
Andy Coufeon, is not named in any of 
the suppr^sed evidence. However, the 
paperwork shows that during the time 
when he was editor o f the News of the

World, and contrary to News Group’s 
earlier denials, editorial staff for whom 
he was responsible were involved with 
private investigators who engaged in 
illegal phone-hacking; and that when 
Coulson was deputy editor, reporters 
and executives were commissioning 
in.ultiple purchases of confidential 
information, which is iflegal unless it 
is proved to be in the public interest. 
These purchases were not secret within 
the News of the World office: they were 
openly paid for by the accounts depart­
ment with invoices which itemised 
illegal acts. News Group has always 
maintained that it acts lawfully and in 
the public interest.

The scale of the activity is bound to 
provoke questions about whether Coal- 
son knew of and sanctioned the activity. 
When he was asked by the Guardian 
whether he accepted that his journal­
ists had been hacking into phones and

illegally obtaining information, Coul- 
son made no comment beyond saying 
he knew notMng about Taylor’s legal 
action. When he resigned, he said he 
had had ao knowledge of his reporter 
Give Goodman’s involvement in hack­
ing the phones of ro3ral staff.

The fe ll picture on News Group’s 
involvement in the haddng of mobile 
phones is stiff not clear, largely because 
the Metropolitan Poice took the contro­
versial decision not to infomi the pubiic 
figures whose phones had been targeted 
and the Crown Prosecution Service
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«  continued &om page i

last year su ed  th em  on th e  basis that th ey  
m ust have know n about it.

In docum ents in itially  subm itted to  th e  
h igh  court. N ew s Group execu tives said  
th e  com pany had n ot b een  in volved  in  
any w ay in  M ulcaire’s  hacking o f  Taylor’s 
p h o n e. T hey sp ec ifica lly  d en ied  k eep ­
in g any recording or n otes o f  intercepted  
m essages and claim ed th ey  had not even  
b een  aw are o f  th e  hacking. H ow ever, at 
th e  request o f  Taylor’s law yers, th e court 
ord ered  th e  p roduction  o f  d eta iled  ev i­
d en ce firom Scotland Yard’s inquiry in  th e  
G oodm an case and also from  a separate 
inquiryby th e Inform ation Com m issioner 
in to  journalists w h o d ish o n estly  obtain  
con fidentia l personal records.

The Scotland Yard files included paper­
w ork w h ich  revealed  th at, contrary to  
N ew s Group^s in itia l denial, M ulcaite had 
provided  a recording o f  th e  m essages on  
Taylor’s p h on e to  a N ew s o f  th e  W orld 
journalist w ho had transcribed them  and  
em ailed  th em  to  a sen ior reporter; and  
th at a  N ew s o f  th e  W orld ex ecu tiv e had  
offered  M ulcaiie a  substantial bonus pay­
m en t for a story sp ecifically  related  to  the  
in tercep ted  m essages.

Several fam ous figures in  footb all are 
am ong th ose w h ose m essages w ere inter­
cep ted . Coulson w as ed itin g th e paper at 
th is tim e.H etold  th e  Guardian th is w ^ h e  
knew  nothing about Taylor’s legal action, 
w hich  began after h e left th e  paper.

T he paperw ork from  th e  Inform ation  
Com m ission revealed th e nam es o f 31 jour­
n a lists w orking for th e  N ew s o f th e lito ld  
and th e  Sun, togeth er w ith  th e d etails o f  
^ v e m m e n t agencies, banks, phone com ­
panies and others w ho w ere coim ed into

politicians, actors, sportsm en and w om en, 
m usicians and telev isio n  presenters, a llo f  
w hom  are nam ed in  th e paperwork. This is

an offen ce under th e  Data P rotection Act 
u n less it is  ju stified  by public in terest. 

Senior ed itors are am ong th o se  im pli­

cated . This a ctiv ity  occurred before th e  
m obile p h on e hacking, at a tim e w hen  
C oulson w as d ep uty and th e  ed itor w as 
Rebekah V\&de, now  due to  becom e ch ie f 
ex ecu tiv e  o f  N ew s In tern ation a l. The 
ex ten t o f  th e ir  p ersonal k n ow led ge, if  
any, is  n ot clear: th e  N ew s o f  th e  W orld 
has alw ays in sisted  that it  w ould  n ot break 
th e law  and w ould  u se subterfuge on ly  if  
essen tia l in  th e  public in terest.

Faced w ith  th is evid en ce. N ew s Inter­
national changed th eir p osition , started  
offerin g  h u ge cash  p aym ents to  se ttle  
th e case out o f  court, and finally paid out 
£700,000 in  lega l co sts and dam ages on  
th e condition  that Taylor signed  a g a g ^ g  
clause to  prevent him  speaking about th e  
case. T he paym ent is b eliev ed  to  have 
inchidedm ore than £400,000in  dam ages. 
N ew s Group th en  persuaded th e  court to  
seal th e  file  on  Taylor’s case to  prevent all 
public a ccess, even  thou gh  it contained  
prima fa d e  ev id en ce o f  crim inal activity.

The Scotland Yard paperwork also pro­
vided  ev id a ic e  th e  N ew s o f  th e  World had 
b een  in volved  w ith  M ukaire in  h is hack­
ing th e m obile phones o f  at least tw o other 
fijotball figu res. They filed  com p la in ts, 
w h ich  w ere se ttle d  ea rlier  th is  year  
w hen N ew s International paid m ore than  
£300,000 in  dam ages and costs on  condi­
tion  that th ey  sign ed  gagging clau ses.

The G uai^ an’s u nderstanding is  that 
th e paperwork d isd osed  by Scotland Yard 
iso n ly  a fraction o fth e  tota l m aterial gath­
ered on  N ew s Group’s in volvem ent w ith  
M ulcaire. A nd it is  a m atter o f  record that 
th e Inform ation Com m ission has refused  
to  re lea se paperw ork w hich  im p licates 
national new spaper journalists in  th o u ­
sands o f  apparently iUegal acts.

Taylor d eclined  to  m ake any com m ent. 
G oodm an, n ow  ou t o f  j a i l , said : “M y 

‘ c b li^ S ’B
spokesm an for N ew s International said: 
“N ew s International fee ls it is  inappropri­
ate to  com m ent at th is tim e.” A sp okes­
w om an for Cameron said  th e  Tory leader 
w as “very rela^red about th e  stor^^.

Henry Porter, page 28 »
Leader comment, page 30 »
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Cam eron urged 
to dump dose aide 
over allegations 
o f phone tapping
Former editor’s staff accused of paying hackers
Sam  C oates, Dan Sabbagh  
Sean O’N eiii

David Cameron faced calls last night 
to sack one o f his m ost trusted advis­
ers over allegations of illegal phone 
hacking. The alleged offences were 
carried out w hile Andy C oulson was 
Editor of the News o f Ae World.

M obile phones belonging to  Cabi­
n et m inisters, actors, m odels and 
sports stars are claim ed to have b een  
am ong the targets o f private in v esti^ - 
tors w orking for the newspaper w hile 
Mr Coulson —  the Conservative 
Party's director of com m unications —  
was in ch aise.

The News o f the World was also 
alleged to have paid an out-of-court 
settlem ent after a legal case allegedly  
threatened to  m ake public evidence of 
haejeing. The News of the World is part 
o f News In tem ation i, which also pub- 
liriies The Times.

The issue first cam e to court in  Janu­
ary 2007 w hen Clive Goodman, a 
News of the World reporter, was jailed

for hacking into the phones of three 
royal staff. G lenn M ulcaire, a private 
investigator, was also jaOed for tap­
ping further phones, including those  
of M ax Q ifford, th e celebrity PR con­
sultant, and Gordon T aylor, d iie f exec­
utive of d ie Professional Footballers' 
Association.

According to  senior sources in  the  
M etropolitan Police quoted in  The 
Guardian newspaper, v ^ id i m ade the 
allegations, officers found evidence of 
News o f the World staff using private 
investigators to obtain iirform ation 
from  m obile phones. Police sources 
claim ed last nigjit that Iheir investi­
gation had uncovered evidence that

many hundreds o f m obile phone voice­
m ail inboxes had been tapped into.

Mr Coulson said: “T his story relates 
to an alleged paym ent m ade after I left 
the News of Ae World 254 years ago. I 
have no know ledge whatsoever of any 
settlem ent w ith Gordon Taylor. The 
M ulcaire case w as investigated thor- 
o u ^ ly  by the police and th e  Pres.s 
Complaints Comm ission. T took full re­

sponsibility for w hat hr^pened on my 
watch, but w ithout m y knowledge, 
and I resigned.”

It em erged last night that 31 journal­
ists ehad allegedly been involved in  
“the bipdng and sellin g of personal in­
form ation”. Midc Gor&l, th e assistant 
inform ation com m issioner, said  that 
bis dq>artment had co m p ile  a dossier 
w ithin th e past two years vriiich 
showed that journalists at th e tftles 
“had acquired people’s personal infor­
m ation tfu-oi^h blagging”.

Mr Coulson becam e deputy editor 
of th e News of the World in 2003 and 
was prom oted to  Editor the sam e year. 
H e resigned in  January 2007 after Mr 
Goodman's sentence, but always main­

tained he was unaware o f th e actions 
o f his reporter.

Yesterday, however, he faced fresh 
questions about his involvem ent in 
th e affair. John Prescott, th e form er 
D eputy Prime M inister, w ho along 
w ith T essa J ow ell, now  Cabinet O ffice 
M inister, was nam ed as a target of the 
hacking, said it w as “absolutely stag­
gering” that Mr C oulson should have 
gone to  work for th e Tory party in  ffie 
first place. “I hope Mr Cameron will 
d ear him  out,” h e said.

Alastair Campbell, the form er Direc­
tor o f C om m unications for T ony Blair,

said Mr Cameron should find our 
quickly w hether Mr Coulson acted im- 
pr(q>erly and “act accordin^y”.

A spokeswom an for Mr Cameron 
said that the Tory leader was “re­
laxed” about the allegations.

Last year Mr Taylor took d ie com­
pany to court in  an attem pt to prove it 
m ust have been aware. H e did not 
return calls seeking com m ent last 
n ^ t

The daim s w ill also put pressure on 
the M etropolitan Police, over whether 
they alerted all those w hose phones 
they found had been targeted Mr Pres­
cott said it was “sta^ erin g” he was 
n ot alerted, addii^  it w ould “reflect 
very badly on the police”.

Police sources said that detectives 
contacted everyone they could trace 
over the possible tam pering with their 
phones. A nother obrfade to  further 
prosecutions was that many of the 
public figures did not want to pursue 
th e issues through the courts.

A source said; “People w ere pleased 
w e had found out what had happened 
but tfaqr didn’t  w ant to  take it any fur­
ther —  the reaction of many was 
‘thank you, but get rid o f if .”

A Scotland Yard spokesm an said  
“T he M etropolitan Police Service 
carried out an investigation into the 
alleged unlawful interception o f tele­
phone calls.

“Officers liaised d osely  with the 
Q ow n Prosecution Service. Two 
people were charged and subsequent­
ly convicted and jS le d  W e are not pre­
pared to com m ent further.”

John W hittingdale, Conservative 
chairman o f the Comm ons Culture 
Select Committee,
er the alleged re^efetl ..........
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. u
told Channel 4 News: “I am con­
cerned.” Geoff Hood, the former Cabi­
net mioKter, said; “It is hard, to see 
how in these draimstances Andy 
Conlson can contimie as Damd Cam­
eron’s communications chief.”

Andy Coulson, !lie  Tories’ PR chief, resigned ftwm ttie News of the World
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decided not to take News Group execu­
tives to court. Scotland Yard is likely to 
face questions about whether senior 
ofheers intervened to avoid alienating a 
powerful media group.

Scotland Yard disclosed only a lim­
ited amount of its evidence to Taylor. 
The Guardian understands that the full 
police file shows that several thousand 
public figures were targeted by investi­
gators, including, during one month in 
2006: John Prescott, then deputy prime 
minister; Tessa Jowell, then responsible 
for the media as secretary of state for 
culture; Boris Johnson, then the Con­
servative spokesman on higher educa­
tion; Gwyneth Paltrow, after she had 
given birth to her son; George Michael, 
who had been seen looking tired at the 
wheel of his car; and Jade Goody.

When Goodman, the News of the 
World’s royal editor, was jailed for hack­
ing into the mobile phones of Palace 
staff. News International said he had 
been actir  ̂without their knowledge. 
One of the investigators working for 
the paper, Gterm Mulcaire, was also 
charged with hacking the phones of the 
Lib Dem MP Simon Hu^es, celebrity 
PR Meix Clifford, model EDe MaePherson 
and football agent Sky Andrew as well 
as Taylor. At the time, the News of the 
World claimed to know nothing about 
the hacking of these targets, but Taylor 
has now proved that to be urrtrue in his 
case. Others who are believed to have 
been possible targets include the Scot­
tish politician Tommy Sheridan, who 
has previously accused the News of the 
World of bugging his car; Jeffrey Archer, 
whose perjury was exposed by the 
paper; and Sven-Goran Eriksson, whose 
sex life became a tabloid obsession.

According to one source with direct 
knowledge of the Scotland Yard evi­
dence, News of the World journalists 
were systematically using private inves­
tigators who would break the law to 
obtain information, hacking into thou­
sands of mobile phones and supplying 
raw material which was then converted 
into stories that made no reference to 
their real source. Against that - and in 
apparent contradiction of the evidence 
supplied and suppressed in Taylor’s case 
- senior News International executives 
have publicly claimed that Goodman 
was the only person at the News of the 
World who was involved in hacking, and 
that he acted without their knowledge.

In evidence to the House of Commons 
select rarrirruttee on culture, media and 
spiort, on 6 March 2007, seven months 
after Goodman’s arrest, Les Hinton, 
chairman of News International, was 
asked if he had conducted “a ftill, rigor­

ous internal inquiry” and Was “abso­
lutely corrvinced” that Goodman was 
the only person who knew about the 
phone hacking. Hinton replied; “Yes we 
have and I believe he was the only per­
son.” Hinton added that the investiga­
tion would continue under the new edi­
tor, Colin Mykr, but Myler had already

12 days earlier that Goodman’s hacking 
was “aherrational”, “a rogue exception” 
and “an exceptional and unhappy event 
in the 163-year history of the News of 
the World, involving one joumaHst”. 
The same claim was made later by the 
News of the World’s managing editor, 
Stuart Kuttner, who told Radio Four’s 
Today programme in February 2008 that

only one News of the World journalist 
had been involved in illegal phone hack­
ing: “It happened once at the News of 
the World. The reporter was fired; he 
went to prison. The editor resigned.”

These executives were not aware of 
the evidence disclosed by Taylor’s legal 
action at the time that they made these 
claims. In an unconnected move, Kut­
tner yesterday announced that he was 
steppiî  down as managing editor of 
the News of the World.

The then cimrman of the Press Com-

Meyer, promised to investigate “the 
entire newspaper and magazine indus­
try of the UK to establish what is their 
practice” but opted not to question 
Andy Coulson on the grounds that he 
had resigned, and not to question any 
other journalist or editorial executive on 
the paper, apart firom Myler, who neces­
sarily had no direct knowledge of what 
had been going on before his arrival.
The EEC’s subsequent report foiled to 
tmeover any evidence of airy phone 
hacking by any media or^nisation 
beyond that revealed at Goodman’s trial.

In suppressing Taylor’s legal action. 
News Group buried not only the Scot­
land Yard evidence but also paperwork 
that had been seized by 
the Information Commis-
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sion  from  a Ham pshire 
private investigator,
S teve W hittam ore, 
w ho had been running 
a netw ork o f sources 
w ho sp ecialised  in  th e  
illega l extraction o f  
inform ation from  police 
com puters, British  
T elecom , th e DVLA,
Inland R evenue and  
oth ers. W hittam ore 
subsequently pleaded

gu ilty  to  crim inal offen ces, although the 
new spapers w ho hired him  w ere never 
prosecuted.

A lthough th e  Inform ation Com m is­
sio n  has sin ce said  that alm ost a ll o f  th is 
activ ity  w as “certain ly or very prob­
ably” illegal under th e Data fto tec tio n  
A ct, th e  paperwork show s n o sign  o f 
secrecy at all as 2? different journalists 
from  th e  N ew s o f  th e  W orld and four 
from  th e  Sun ordered m ore than  a thou­
sand searches. One N ew s o f  th e World 
reporter m ade 130 requests. A nother 
m ade 118. One new s execu tive is  
recorded as d irectly  com m ission in g 90 
action s by W hittam ore. This included  
23 illegal searches o f th e  DVLA for th e  
d eta ils behind car num ber p lates; tw o  
illegal searches o f  p o lice databases for 
crim inal records; five illega l searches 
o f p hon e com pany records to  convert a 
m obile num ber in to  a private address; 
and three requests for illega l access to  
records o f  ex-directory phone num bers.

A nother n ew s execu tive is  recorded  
com m ission ing 70 m ore action s in clu d ­
in g  n ine illega l searches o f  British  
Telecom  records to  convert landline  
phone num bers into addresses, 13 illegal 
searches at th e  DVLA and tw o illega l 
accesses to  crim inal records from  police 
com puters. A very senior execu tive o f 
th e  paper is recorded d irectly com m is­
sion in g  illegal access to  records from  a 
m obile phone com pany.

A m ong th o se w h ose privacy
____.apiaraat^rsasiHegilyidGMed .

w hen British T elecom  w as conned  
in to h a n d ily  over th eir addresses 

and/or ec-directory num bers are 
NigeEa Law son (four tim es); Patsy 

K ensit; Jude Law and Sadie Frost; 
Lisa Snow don (three tim es); Arme 

R obinson and her form er partner; 
Carol Caplin; Leim y Henry; V anessa 

Feltz; Lord M ountbatten's grandson;

and w itn esses to  th e  m urder o f  Jill 
Dando, thu s p oten tia lly  interfering w ith  
th e  course o f  a liv e p o lk e  inquiry.

W hen the actress Charlotte Coleman 
died  after an asthm a attack, th e  N ew s o f

th e World paid fijr BT to  b e con n ed  into  
handing over th e  item ised  Friends and 
Family list from  her bereaved parents’ 
phone bin. W hen th e TV presenter Linda 
Barker m oved h ou se, th ey  hired W hit­
tam ore to  get her new  hom e address 
from  th e supposed ly con fidential social 
security database.

W orking on  in stru ctions from  th e  
N ew s o f  th e W orld, W hittam ore and 
h is netw ork also conned  th e  crim inal 
records database o f  th e  p o lice , w hich  is 
a sp ecific crim inal offence; th e  Inland  
R evenue, also a sp ecific crim inal 
offence; a cab com pany u sed  by Ken 
Livingstone; a Paris h o te l u sed  by Jason 
Donovan; th e actors u n ion . Equity, for 
th e addresses o f actors; Granada TV, 
for inform ation on  a Coronation Street 
actor; and on  num erous occasion s th e  
DVLA for th e hom e d etails o f peop le  
w hose cm  m m ibers th ey  had sp otted . 
The N ew s o f th e World has in sisted  that 
its journalists u se  subterfuge on ly  w hen  
justified  in  th e  public in terest.

The Inform ation C om m issioner has 
resisted  all requests to  release th e entire 
collection  o f paperwork se ized  from  
W hittam ore, w hich covers a to ta l o f  
13,343 requests for inform ation from  305 
journalists not on ly  from  N ew s Interna­
tional but also from  th e  Mirror Group, 
th e O bserver and A ssociated  N ew spa­
pers. The Daily M ail alone m ade 985  
requ ests, m ore than an y other paper.

A fter th e  con viction  o f  W hittam ore, 
th e Inform ation Corrunission, w hich  
is responsible for p olicin g confidential 
databases, u i^ ed  th e Pres.<; C om plaints 
CoTnmi.<«ion to  issu e “a clear public 
statem ent w arning jotrm alists and ed i­
tors o f  th e  very real risks o f com m itting  
crim inal offen ces.” D ocum ents released  
under th e  Freedom  o f  Inform ation Act 
sh ow  th at th e PCC. w hich  is funded  by

finally produced guidance w hich  th e  
Inform ation C om m ission h as publicly  
described as “disappointing”.

Leader commeot, page 30 )>
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N e w s  o f  t h e  

h a c k e d

H e m y ^ r t e r

If Murdoch's papers really 
beMeve in public interest 
they should disclose all 
details of illegal tapping

Ih e m ajor threat to  pri-
1 * "vacy  fe assum ed to com e 
from  th e sta te . But Nick 
D avies’s story in  th e  
Guardian to<ky -  about 
N ew s Group’s paym ents 
to  se ttle  cases that could  
reveal d etails o f  an  

operation to  u se  inform ation from  inter­
cepted  tex t m essages sen t by m any w ell 
know n individuals -  sh ow s h ow  privacy 
is equally threatCTed by determ ined  
com m ercial organisations.

N ew s o f  th e  W odd (No W) journalists 
u sed  inform ation obtained 1^ hack­
in g  in to  th e  p hon e o f  Gordon Taylor, 
th e  ch ie f execu tive o fth e  P rofessional 
Footballers’ A ssod ation , and after 
reaching a settlem en t w ith  Taylor 
suppressed  hundreds o f  pages o f  ev i­
d en ce. In 2007, th e  NoW  reporter Clive 
Goodman w as foun d  gu ilty  under th e  
R egulation o f Investigatory Powers A ct, 
and sen t to  jail - but D avies’s in vestiga­
tion  sh ow s that th e  practice w as m uch  
m ore w idespread than su sp ected . 
P hones belonging to  MPs ftom  all 
parties, includ ing Tessa Jow efl and John 
P rescott, w ere h»:k ed  u sin g  a private 
in vestig^ or nam ed Glenn Mukmire, also  
ja iled  in  the 2007 trial.

As w ell as tryin g to  suppress docu­
m entation , N ew s Group in itia lly  d en ied  
keeping any recorefe or n otes o f  th e  
m essages. This turns ou t to  b e untrue: 
am ong m essages transcribed w ere 
th o se to  Sir A lex Ferguson and Alan 
Shearer. Significantly, Rupert M urdoch’s 
com pany has d en ied  in terceptions 
o f  th is sca le to  a parliam entary se k e t  
com m ittee and th e  Press C om plaints 
romTnis.sinn. This jeopardises any claim

th e com pany may m ake in  th e  course 
o f  exp osin g w ell know n % ures. The 
com pany’s credib ility is  n ow  seik iu sly  
called in to question .

More disturbii®  is  th e p ossib ility  
that becau se o f th e  com pany’s influence 
in  British public life , th e  M etropolitan  
p olice cou ld  have stayed  its  hand  
w hen considering m ore w id eseale  
prosecutions. It is  n ow  incum bent 
on  th e p olice to  ecp lain  p ub licly w hy  
th e  investigation  w as not broug^it to  
th e  sort o f  conclusion  th e  public w ould  
ejqiect for th is lev e l o f a f ie ld  crim inal 
activity.

One officer su ggested  that tw o or 
three thousand m obile p hon es had b een  
hacked. I f  tm e, it w ould  speak o f  a pro­
gram m e o f in terception  w ith  reporters 
from  th e NbW ordering ftom  a m enu  
su pplied  by th e shady investigator. The 
public n eed s to  know  to  w hat exten t 
M urdoch’s  papers in d u lge in  th is illegal 
activity: it is  legitim ate m atter o f  public 
in terest, th e very thm g cited  by th e  
NoW  as it pursues p eop le su ch  as Max 
M osley, w hom  th ey  bugged and film ed  
in  a sado-m asochistic sex  sessio n .

M osley received  £60,000 a fter the  
paper had fought and lo st th e case on  a 
sp u ifou s public in terest d efen ce, w hich  
seem s even  harder to  sw afiow  now  
vre know  th e  exten t o f  its  sp ying pro­
gram m e. There is n o doubt th at execu ­
tiv es understood how  dam a^ng th e  
revelations about phone-tapping w ould  
b e b ecause th ey  paid over sev en  tim es 
as m uch (£450,000) to  Gordon Taylor.

The cover-up has fa iled . T he P i ^  
Com plam ts Comrnis.<i1on n eed s to  
reopen its  in vestigation  and call 
ffliecutives before it. T he parliam entary 
com m ittee w ill alm ost certain ly w ant 
to  know  if  it has been  d eceived , and to 
take evid en ce again. N igella Law son, 
P atsy K ensit, Jude Law, A nne Refoinson
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T h e  la w

P h o n e  h a c k i n g ,  p r i v a t e  d a t a  

a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  d e f e n c e

......|p la ^ S i8 R lS i® S if i
JJL coveitinfonnation-gath-

Powers Act 2000, known as Ripa.
Tfiismakesitacriinuialoffeiiceto 

intercept phone calls unless it js done 
byameinberofthepolicecsrintelli- ' 
geuce agencies acting w tli a ̂ cretary , 
o f state’s wanantj wliich can Be granted 
only to protect nationalsecarity, to pre-: 
¥ent serious crime or to safeguard the - ■ 
economic wellbeing o f the UK, ' -

It also makes it an ofFencetogain ■
access to material wMcb is stored on 
a conimumcationsyi:ein.,'’mc!ias 
a voice message, without a search 
warrant ora “production order*’, 
eitherof wMck has to be approved by 
a judge. _ ’ ' 1

The act makes ho provi- 
sion’for anybody outside ‘ 
the intelligence agencies 
and the police to obtain 
any Mnd o f authority to 
intercept phone calls 
or messages. Specifi­
cally, there is no pib- 
Kc interest defence 
for anybody caught 
breaking ffipa./

The former Mews 
oftheWorMreporter 
Clive Goodman was Jailed for 
fourmoiitbs arid the private ̂ 
investigator with wbomlie 
had been working, Gleim 
Molcaire (right) for six

months for hacking phone messages in

sucfa^telephoneaccounts b ^ k  
records and iBformation held by tne 
Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority^ 
is covered by a different law, the 1998 
DataProtection Act. Section 55 makes it 
an offence to gain unanthoiised access 
to such data, punishable By a fine. How­
ever, unlike Sipa, this offence cames a 
publictoterestdefeece.

The Information Gommlssion  ̂which 
is responsible forpoficingtfae'Data 
Protection Act, has twice published 
reports about the w idespr^dbr^di 

of the act by private inv^igators 
' actingforJournafists.Theoiit- . 

going commissioner̂  Richard 
Thomas, has made it plain that 
heb^eves^ost_aloftM s 
acXivty has been without suf- 

fcientpublie Merest. Inzoaj, 
after alengthy coosijlta- 
tion, the comniissidn 
■'Soured the agreement 
of-thegovemment to 
make siich breach^ 
■aiEimprisonable 
.'©ffence. However,

I t'igtires fiom News 
I International, the 
IsTelegiaph group 
franAAssodated. 
rt'Sewspapers, 
'WMgIi publishes 

itIleBailyMail, 
■persuaded Gordon 
Brown to overmle 

theplan.

Johnson mi4 tenny Henry
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1. NEWS OF THE WORLD: 
PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS

R e v e a le d : M u rd o c h 's  E lm  
b in  fo r  h id in g  d ir t y  t r ic k s

•  T o r y  P R  c h i e f  

u n d e r  f i r e  o v e r  

t a b l o i d  h a c l d n g

•  P o l i t i d a n s  

a n d  c e l e b r i t i e s  

a m o n g  v i c t i m s
N ick Davies

R upert M urdoch's N ew s Group n ew sp a­
pers has paid ou t m ore than £im  to  se ttle  
lega l ca ses that threatened to  reveal e v i­
d en ce o f  h is joum alists' repeated in vo lve­
m en t in  th e  u se  o f  crim inal m ethods to  g et 
stories.

T hepajnnentssecured secrecy over out- 
of-cou rt se ttlem en ts in  three ca ses th a t 
threaten ed to exp ose evidence ofM urdoch  
journalists usingprivateinvestigatois w ho  
illeg a lly  h ack ed  in to  th e  m ob ile p h on e  
m essages o f  num erous public figures and  
to  ga in  u n law fu l a ccess to  co n fid en tia l 
p ersonal data including tax records, socia l 
secu rity  files, bank statem ents and item ­
ised  p h on e bU ls. Cabinet m inisters, M Ps, 
actors and sports stars w ere all targets o f  
th e private investigators.

Today, th e  Guardian reveals d eta ils o f  
th e  suppressed  evidence w hich m ay op en  
th e  door to  hundreds m ore legal action s 
by v ic tim s o f  N ew s Group, th e M urdoch  
com pany that p ub lish es th e  N ew s o f  th e  
W orld and th e  Sun, as w ell as p rovok ­
ing p o lice  in q u iries in to  reporters w ho  
w ere in vo lved  and th e  senior execu tives 
resp on sib le for th em . The ev id en ce a lso  
p o ses d ifficu lt questions for:
♦  C onservative leader David Cam eron's 
director o f  com m unications, A ndy Coul- 
so n , w ho w as deputy editor and th en  ed i-

to r  o f  th e  N ew s o f  th e W orld w hen , th e  
su p p ressed  ev id en ce sh ow s, journalists 
for w hom  h e  w as responsible w ere engag- 
ir g  in hundreds o f  apparently illega l acts 
•M u rd och  execu tivesw h o, ib e it  in good  
fa ith , have m isled  a parliam entary se lect 
co m m ittee, th e  Press C om plaints Com - 
mlssion and th e public 
•  The M etropolitan p o lice, w ho d id  not 
a lert a ll th o se  w h o se p hon es w ere tar­
geted , and th e Crown Prosecution Service, 
w h ich  did n ot pursue all p ossib le charges 
against N ew s Group personnel

♦  T he P ress C om plaints C om m ission , 
w h ich  cla im ed  to  h ave co n d u cted  an  
in v estig a tio n  but fa iled  to  u n cover any  
ev id en ce o f  illega l activity.

The su p p ressed  legal cases are lin k ed  
to  th e  ja ilin g in  January 2007 o f  N ew s o f  
th e  W orld reporter C live G oodm an for 
hacking in to  th e m obile phon es o f  th ree  
royal staff, an offen ce under th e  R egula­
tio n  o f  In vestigatory  Pow ers A ct. At th e  
tim e . N ew s International said  it k new  o f  
no oth er journalist w ho w as in v o lv ed  in  
hacking p h on es and that G oodm an had  
b een  acting w ithou t their know ledge.

H ow ever, on e senior source at th e  M et 
to ld  th e  Guardian that during th e  Good­

m an inquiry, officers had found evidence 
o f  N ew s Group sta ff u sing private in v es­
tig a to rs w ho hacked in to  “th ou san d s” 
o f  m o b ile  p h on es. A nother sou rce w ith  
d irect k now ledge o f  th e  p o lice  findings 
p u t th e  figure at “two orth ree thousand” 
m o b iles. T hey su ggest th a t MPs from  
a ll th ree  p arties and cab in et m in isters, 
in clu d in g  form er deputy prim e m inister 
John P rescott and form er cu ltu re secre- 
taryT essa Jow ell,w ere am ong th e  targets. 
N ew slnternationalhasalw aysm aintained  
that it h as tra know ledge o f  p hon e hacking 
b y anybody acting on its  b eh alf.

A p rivate in vestigator w h o  had b een  
w orking for N ew s Group, Glerm M ukaire, 
w as also jailed in  January 2007. He adm it - 
ted  hacking in to  th e phones o f  five other 
ta rg ets, in clu d in g Gordon Taylor, c h ie f  
ex ecu tiv e  o f th e  P rofession al F ootball­
ers' A ssociation. Among th o se  phones he 
hacked into w ere th e Lib D em  MP Sim on 
H u g h e s, c e le b r ity  PR ^  i-,% X  
M ax Clifford, m odel EUe O ”  /  w f 
M aePherson and football 
agen t Sky Andrew. N ew s Group d en ied  
a ll know ledge o f th e hacking, but Taytor

Continued on pag
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M u r d o c h ’s  £ i m  

b i l l  f o r  h i d i n g  

d i r t y  t r i c k s

« continaed from page i

la st year su ed  th em  on  th e  basis that th ey  
m u st have know n about it.

In docum ents in itia lly  subm itted  to  th e  
h igh  court. N ew s Group execu tives said  
th e  com pany had n o t b een  in vo lved  in  
any w ay in M ulcaire's hacking o f  Taylor's 
p h o n e. T hey sp ec ifica lly  d en ied  k eep ­
in g  any recording or n o tes o f  intercepted  
m essages and claim ed th ey  had not even  
b een  aw are o f  th e  hacking. H ow ever, at 
th e  request o f  Taylor’s law yers, th e court 
ordered th e  p rod uction  o f  d eta iled  ev i­
d en ce from  Scotland Yard’s inquiry in th e  
G oodm an catse and a lso  from  a separate 
inquiryby theinform ation  Com m issioner 
in to  jou rn alists w h o d ish o n estly  obtain  
con fid en tia l personal records.

The Scotland Yard files included  paper­
w ork  w h ich  revealed  th a t, contrary to  
N ew s Group’s  in itia l den ial, M tilcaire had  
provided  a recordir® o f  th e  m essages on 
T aylor’s p h on e to  a N ew s o f  th e  W orld 
journalist w ho had transcribed them  and  
em ailed  th em  to  a sen io r reporter; and  
th at a N ew s o f  th e  W orld ex ecu tiv e had  
offered M ulcaire a su bstan tial b onus pay­
m en t for a story sp ecifically  related  to  th e  
in tercep ted  m essages.

Several fam ous figures in  footb all are 
am ong th o se w h ose m essages were inter­
cep ted . Coulson w as ed itin g  th e paper at 
th is tim e.H etold th e Guardian th is w i^ h e  
knew  noth ing about Taylor’s  legal action, 
w hich began after h e le ft th e  paper.

The paperw ork from  th e Inform ation  
C om m ission rev^ ed  th e n a m eso fsi jour­
n a lists w orking for th e  N ew s o f th e  World 
and th e  Stm , togeth er w ith  th e d etails o f  
governm ent agencies, banks, phone com ­
p anies and others w ho w ere conned into  
handing over con fidratia l inform ation on  
p oiitidan s, actors, sportsm en and w om en, 
m usicians and te lev isio n  presenters, a llo f 
w hom  are nam ed in  th e  paperwork. This is

an offence under th e  Data Protection Act 
u n less it is  ju stified  b y public in terest.

Senior ed itors are am ong th o se  im pli­

cated . This a ctiv ity  occurred before th e  
m ob ile p h o n e hack ing, at a tim e w h en  
C oulson w as d ep u ty and th e  ed itor w as 
Rebekah W ade, now  due to  becom e ch ief 
ex ecu tiv e  o f  N ew s In tern ation al. The 
ex ten t o f  th e ir  p erson al k n ow led ge, if  
any, is  not clear: th e N ew s o f th e  World 
has alw ays in sisted  that it w ould  n ot break 
th e law  and w ould u se  subterfuge on ly  if  
essen tia lin  th e  public in terest.

Faced w ith  th is ev id en ce. N ew s Inter­
nation al changed th eir p osition , started  
o fferin g  h u g e cash  p aym en ts to  se ttle  
th e  case ou t Of court, and finally paid out 
£700,000 in  lega l co sts and dam ages on  
th e  condition  that Taylor sign ed  a gagging 
clause to  prevent him  spealdng about th e  
case. T he paym ent is  b eliev ed  to  have 
inchidedm ore than £400,000 in  d am ^ es. 
N ew s Group th en  persuaded th e court to  
sea l th e file on  Taylor’s  case to  prevent aU 
public a ccess, even  th ou gh  it contained  
prim a fecie ev id en ce o f  crim inal activity.

T he Scotland Yard paperwork also pro­
v id ed  ev id en ceth eN ew so fth e W orld had 
b een  in volved  w ith  M ulcaire in  h is hack­
ing th e m obile phones o f  at least tw o other 
footb a ll figu res. T hey filed  com p lain ts, 
w h ich  w ere  se ttle d  ea r lier  th is  year  
w hen  N ew s International paid m ore than  
£300,000 in  dam ages and co sts on  condi­
tion  that th ey  sign ed  gagging clauses.

T he G uar^an’s und erstan ding is  that 
th e  paperwork d isclosed b y Scotland Yard 
is  on ly  a fiaction  o f  th e to ta l m aterial gath­
ered on  N ew s Group’s  in volvem ent w ith  
M ulcaire. And it is  a m atter o f  record that 
th e Inform ation G om m ission has refused  
to  re lea se paperw ork w h ich  im p licates 
nation al new spaper jou rn alists in  th ou ­
sands o f  apparently illeg a l acts.

Taylor d eclined  to  m akeany com m ent. 
G oodm an, n ow  o u t o f  j a i l , said : “M y 
com m ent is  n ot ev en  ‘h o  com m ent’.” A 
spokesm an for N ew s International said: 
“N ew s International fee ls it is  inappropri­
ate to  com m ent at th is tim e .” A sp ok es­
w om an for Cam eron said  th e  Tory leader 
w as “very relaxed about th e  s to r ^ .

Henry Porter, page 28 »
Leader comment, page 30 »
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T r a i l  ^  -  e k i n g  a n d  d e c e i t  u n d e r  n o s e  o f  T o r y  P R  c h i e f

M i A  D a v ie s  o n  h o w  th e  
N e w s  o f  th e  W o rld  w a s  
in v o lv e d  in  a c tiv ity , 
fro m  in te rc e p tin g  p h o n e  
m e ssa ge s to  b u y in g  
c o n fid e n tia l p e rsona l, d a ta

Wheo the high court last summer 
ordered the News of the World to pay 
damages to Max Mosley for secretly 
filming Mm w t h .prostitutes, the paper 
was furious. In an angry leader column, 
it insisted that public figures imist main­
tain standards. “ It is not for the pow­
erful and the influential to mn to the 
courts to gag newspapers from publish­
ing stories that axe TRUE,” it said. “This 
is all about the ptibiicfs right to know.”

Even as those words were being pub­
lished, lawyers and senior executives 
from News International's subsidiary 
News Group were preparing to run to 
court to gag Gordon Taylor, the chief 
executive of the Professional Football- 
em' Association, who was suing the 
News of the World for its undisclosed 
involvemeiit in the illegal interception 
of messages left on Ms mobile phone.

By peisuading the high court to seal 
the file and by paying Taylor more than 
£400,000 damages in exchange for his 
silence. News Group prevented the 
public from knowing anytMng about the 
hundreds of pages of evidence which 
had been disclosed in Taylor’s case, 
levealng potentially criminal behaviour 
by journalists on its payroll. It also pro­
tected some powerfhl and influential 
people from the implications of that 
evidence.

David Cameron’s cMef press adviser, 
Andy Coulson, is not named in any of 
the suppressed evidence. However, the 
paperwork shows that during the time 
when he was editor of the News of the

World, and contrary to News Group’s 
earlier denials, editorial staff for whom 
he was responsible were involved with 
private investigators who engaged in 
illegal phone-hacking; and that when 
Coulson was deputy editor, reporters 
and executives were commissioning 
multiple purchases of confidential 
information, which is fllegai unless it 
is proved to be in the public interest. 
These purchases were not secret within 
the News of the World office; they were 
openly paid for by the accounts depart­
ment w ith invoices which itemised 
illegai acts. News Group has always 
maintained that it acts lawfully and in 
the public interest.

The scale of the activity is bound to 
provoke questions about whether Coul­
son knew of and sanctioned the activity. 
When he was asked by the Guardian 
whether lie accepted that his joiimai- 
ists had been hacking into phones and

fllegally obtaining infoiiiiation, Coul­
son made no comment beyond saying 
he knew notMng about Taylor’s legal 
action. When he resigned, he said he 
had had no knowledge of Ms reporter 
Give-Goodman’s involvement in hack­
ing the phones of royal staff.

The fu ll picture on News Group’s 
involvement in the hacking of mobile 
phones is still not clear, largely because 
the Metropolitan PoKce took the contro­
versial decision not to inform the pubic 
figures whose phones had been targeted 
and the Crown Prosecution Service
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decided  not to  take N ew s Group ejsEcu- 
tiv es to  cou rt. Scotland Yard is  lik ely  to  
face q u estion s about w hether senior  
officers in tervened  to  avoid alienating a 
p o w eiftil m edia group.

Scotland  Yard d isclosed  on ly  a lim ­
ited  am ount o f its  evidence to  Taylor.
The Guardian understands th at th e  full 
p ohee file  sh ow s that several thousand  
pubhc figures w ere targeted  b y  in vesti­
gators, in clu d ing, during on e m onth in 
2006: John P rescott, th en  d ep u ty prim e 
m inister; Tessa JoweH, then  responsib le  
for th e  m edia as secretary o f  sta te  for 
culture; Boris Johnson, th en  th e  Con­
servative spokesm an on h igher educa­
tion; G w yneth Paltrow, after sh e  had  
given  birth to  her son; George M ichael, 
w h o had b een  seen  looking tired  at th e  
w h eel o f  h is car; and Jade G oody.

W hen G oodinan, th e  N ew s o f th e  
World’s  royal ed itor, w as jailed  for hack­
in g in to  th e  m obile p hon es o f  Palace 
staff. N ew s International said  h e  had 
b een  acting w ith ou t their know ledge. 
One o f  th e  investigators w orking for 
th e  paper, Glenn M ulcaire, w as also  
charged w ith  hacking th e  p h on es o f  th e  
Lib D em  MP Sim on H ughes, celeb rity  
PR M ax Clifford, m odel E lle M aePherson 
and footb all agent Sky A ndrew  as w ell 
as Taylor. At th e tim e, th e  N ew s o f  th e  
W orld claim ed to  know  n oth ing about 
th e  hacking o f th ese  targets, b u t Taylor 
has n ow  proved that to  b e untrue in  h is 
case. Others w ho are beh eved  to  have 
b een  p ossib le targets in clu d e th e  Scot­
tish  p olitician  Tom m y Sheridan, w ho  
has previously accused  th e  N ew s o f  th e  
W orld o f  bugging h is car; Jeffirey Archer, 
w h ose perjury w as exp osed  b y  th e  
paper; and Sven-G 6ian E riksson, w h o se  
sex  life  becam e a tabloid  ob session .

According to  on e som ce w ith  direct 
know ledge o f  th e  Scotland Yard ev i­
d en ce, N ew s o f  th e  W orld journalists 
w ere system atically  u sin g  private in v es­
tigators w ho w ould  break th e  law  to  
o&:ain inform ation, hacking in to th o u ­
sands o f  m obile phon es and  supplying  
raw m aterial w hich  w as th en  co nverted  
in to stories that m ade n o reference to  
their real som ree. A gainst th at - and in  
apparent contradiction  o f th e  ev id en ce  
supplied  and suppressed  in  Taylor’s  case  
- sen ior N ew s International execu tives 
have publicly claim ed that G oodm an 
w as A e  orrly person at th e  N ew s o f  th e  
W orld w ho w as involvecf in  hacking, and  
that h e  acted  w ith ou t th eir know ledge.

In evidence to the House of Commons 
select committee on culture, media and 
sport, on 6 March 2007, seven months 
after Goodman’s arrest, Les Hinton, 
chairman of News International, was 
asked if he had conducted “a ftiU, rigor­

ou s internal inquiry” and w as “abso­
lu tely  convinced” tiiat G oodm an w as 
th e on ly  person w ho knew  about th e  
phone hacking. H inton rephed: “Yes w e 
have and I b elieve h e w as th e  on ly  per­
son .” H inton added that th e  in vestiga­
tion  w ould  con tinu e under th e  n ew  ed i­
tor, Cohn M yler, but M yler had already 
to ld  th e Press C om plaints Com m ission  
12 days earlier that Goodman’s  hacking 
w as “aberrational”, “a rogue exception” 
and “an exceptional and unhappy event 
in th e  163-year h istory o f  th e  N ew s o f  
th e W orld, involving on e journalist”.
The sam e claim  w as m ade later by th e  
N ew s o f  th e  W orld’s m anaging editor, 
Stuart K uttner, w ho to ld  Radio Four’s 
Today program m e in February 2008 that

on ly on e N ew s o f th e  W orld journalist 
had b een  involved  in  illeg a l p hon e hack­
ing: “It happened on ce at th e  N ew s o f  
th e W orld. T he reporter w as fired; he 
w ent to  prison . The ed itor resigned .”

T hese execu tives w ere not aware o f  
th e ev id en ce d isclosed  by Taylor’s legal 
action at th e tim e that th ey  m ade th ese  
claim s. In an unconn ected  m ove, Kut­
tner yesterd ay announced that h e w as 
step ping dow n as m ans^ing ed itor o f  
th e  N ew s o f  th e  W orld.

The th en  chairm an o f th e  Press Com­
plaints C om m ission. Sir Christopher 
M eyer, prom ised to  in vestigate “th e  
entire new spaper and m agazine indus­
try o f  th e  UK to  estab lish  w hat is  th eir  
practice” but op ted  n ot to  question  
Andy C oubon on  th e  grounds that h e  
had resigned, and not to  question  any  
other journalist or editorial erm eutive on  
th e paper, apart ftom  M yler, w ho n eces­
sarily had no direct know ledge o f w hat 
had b een  goin g on b efore h is airivaL  
The PCC’s subsequent report fa iled  to  
uncover any ev id en ce o f  any phone 
hacking by any m edia orgarrisation 
beyond that revealed  at G oodm aifs trial.

In suppressing Taylor’s legal action . 
N ew s Group buried n ot on ly  th e Scot­
land Yard ev id en ce but also paperwork 
that had b een  seized  by 
th e  Inform ation Com m is-
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sion  ftom  a H am pshire 
private investigator,
S teve W hittcim ore, 
w ho had b een  running  
a netw ork o f sou rces 
w ho sp ecia lised  in  th e  
illega l extraction  o f  
inform ation from  p olice  
com puters, British  
T elecom , th e  DVLA,
Inland R evenue and  
oth ers. W hittam ore 
su bsequ en tly pleaded

gu ilty  to  crim inal o ffen ces, although th e  
new spapers w h o h ired h im  w ere never 
prosecuted .

A lthough th e  Inform ation Com m is­
sion  has sin ce said  that alm ost all o f  th is 
activ ity  w as “certain ly or very  prob­
ably" illegal under th e  Data Protection  
A ct, th e  paperw ork show s n o sign  o f  
secrecy at a ll as 27 d ifferent journalists 
from  th e  N ew s o f  th e  W orld and four 
from  th e  Sun ordered m ore th an  a th ou ­
sand searches. One N ew s o f  th e  World 
reporter m ade 130 requests. A nother 
m ade 118. One n ew s execu tive is  
recorded as d irectly  com m ission ing 90 
action s by W hittcunore. This included  
23 illegal searches o fth eD V L A forth e  
d etails beh ind  car m unber p lates; tw o  
illega l searches o f jjoUce databases for 
crim inal records; fiv e  illega l searches 
o f p h on e com pany records to  convert a 
m obile rmmber in to  a private address; 
and three requ ests for illega l access to  
records o f  ex-d irectory p hon e m unbers.

A nother n ew s execu tive is  recorded  
com m ission ing 70 m ore action s in clu d ­
in g  n ine illeg a l searches o f  British  
Telecom  records to  convert landline 
p hon e m unbers in to ad dresses, 13 illegal 
searches at th e  DVLA and tw o illegal 
accesses to  crim inal records from  p olice  
com puters. A very sen ior execu tive o f  
th e  papier is  recorded d irectly  com m is­
sion in g  illega l access to  records from  a 
m obile phone com pany.

A m ong th o se  w hose privacy 
apparently w as illega lly  violated  
w hen B ritish  Telecom  w as conned  
in to  handing over th eir  addresses 

and/or ex-d irectory num bers are 
NigeHa L aw son (four tim es); P atsy  

K ensit; Jude Law  and Sadie Frost; 
Lisa Snow don (three tim es); A nne 

R obinson and her form er partner; 
Carol Caplin; L eim y Henry; V anessa 

Feltz; Lord M ountbatten’s grandson;

and w itn esses to  th e  m urder o f  Jill 
Dando, th u s pjotentiaDy interfering w ith  
th e  cotu se o f a liv e prolice inquiry.

W hen th e  actress Charlotte Coleman 
died  after an asthm a attack, th e  N ew s o f

th e  World paid for BT to  b e conned into  
handing over th e  item ised  Friends and 
Fam ily list from  her bereaved parents’ 
phone HIL W hen th e  TV presenter Linda 
Barker m oved h ouse, th ey  hired W hit­
tam ore to  get her n ew  hom e address 
from  th e  su pp osed ly  confiderrtial social 
secu rity database.

W orking on  in stru ctions from  th e  
N ew s o f th e  W orld, W hrttamore and 
h is netw ork also conned th e  crim inal 
records database o f  th e  p o lice, w hich  is 
a sp ecific criinirral offence; th e  Inland  
R evenue, also a sp ecific crim inal 
offence; a  cab com pany u sed  b y  Ken 
L ivingstone; a Paris h o te l u sed  b y  Jason 
Donovan; th e  actors u n ion . Equity, for 
th e  addresses o f  actors; Granada TV, 
for inform ation on  a C oronation Street 
actor; and on  num erous occasion s th e  
DVLA for th e hom e d etails o f  pieople 
w h ose car num bers th ey  had spiotted. 
The N ew s o f  th e  World has in sisted  that 
its  journalists u se  subterfuge on ly  w hen  
ju ^ fie d  in  th e  pmblic in terest.

The Inform ation C om m issioner has 
resisted  aH requests to  release th e  entire 
collection  o f  papierwork se ized  from  
W hittcunore, w hich  covers a to ta l o f  
13,343 requests fo f inform ation  from  305 
journalists n ot on ly  from  N ew s Interna­
tion al but also from  th e  Mirror Group, 
th e  O bserver and A ssociated  N ew spa­
pers. The D aily M ail a lon e m ade 985 
requ ests, m ore than any other paper.

A fter th e  con viction  o f  W hittam ore, 
th e  Inform ation C om m ission, w hich  
is  respxm sibk for piolidng coiifidential 
d a ta l^ e s , urged th e  Press C om plaints 
C om m ission to  issu e “a clear public 
statem ent w arning journalists and ed i­
tors o f  th e  very real risks o f  com m itting  
crim inal o ffen ces.” D ocum ents released  
under th e  Freedom  o f  Irrformation Act 
sh ow  that th e PCC. w hich  is fun ded  by  
new spapers, resisted  doing th is and 
finally produced guidance w hich  th e  
Inform ation C om m ission has publicly  
described as “disappointing”.

Leader comment, page 30 »

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (inciuding 
printing of digitai cuttings), digitai reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under iicence from the copyright owner. 59

B8715-2
126840212 -ADAKAF - 25383918

Pack Page 12 of 22 Article Page 3 of 5

MODI 00046297



For Distribution to CPs

r

Source;
Edition:
Country:
Date:
Page:
Area:

Guardian, The (Main]

UK
Thursday 9, July 2003 
6,7
1987 sq. cm 

Circufation: ABC 335615 Daily 
BRAD info: page rate £11,400.00, see rate £42.00 
Phone: 020 3353 2000
Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

> d u r r a n t s

.T h e la w ’

P h o n e  h a c k i n g ,  p r i v a t e  d a t a  

a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  d e f e n c e

Tadring into mesages on ’ 
/moMe pholiesiBiedvered 
■bythesamelawwliidi 
'now regulates phone tap­
piping and other fonits of 
r covert' ̂ infonnation-gath-' 

eiing, the RegoJatiortof Investigatory 
Powers Act 2000, known as Ripa.

■•This makes it a criminal offence to 
intercept.phone calls unless it-is done 
by a member of the police or intelli- .

■ gence agencies acting with a secretary 
of state's wairantj 'Wliicli can be granted 
.only to protect natioiialsecurity, to pre-. 
■ventserious crime or to safeguard the , 
economicwellbeingoftheUK. '
■: It also inakes it an offence to gain . ■ ■ 

access to.material which is stored on 
'.a conuniiniGation system, such as 
a voice message, without a search 
warrant or a “production order”,..---;. ■ 
either of wMch-has to be approved by 
ajudge. .
■■:.-’The act makes no.pro 
sionfor anybody outsid
■ the intelligence agende 
and the police to obtain 
any Jdnd o f  authority to 

-intercept phone calls 
ormessages. Spedfi- 
.cally, there is qo pub- 
lic.interest defence 
for anybody caught
■ breaking Ripa, \ .

.'The former News 
oftheWprMreporter ■
Clive Gdodman-wasjailf 
four months and the p ii 
investigator with whoit 
had been working, Glen 
'Miilcaire (right) forsix

. .months for hacking phone messages in 
breach of Ripa.
- .Access to confidential databases,. . .'
such as telephone accounts, bank .-. ■ ■

. recordsand iafoimationheM bythe .'■ ■
■ D river and Vehicle Licensing Authority, 
is covered by a different law, the 1998‘ . 
DataProtection Act ..Section 55 makes ft 
an offence to gam uiiantliorised access 
to such data, punishable by a tee. How­
ever, unlike 'Ripa, this offence emries a 
■'.public interest d e f e n c e . ' .
. The Informatioii Gominission, which 

. is responsible for.policing the Data . 
-'■Protection Act,.has 't'wice.published 
'.reports about the'widespreadbreach 

' '.'Of the act by private investigators : ■'
:■.■'acting forjoiraialsts.'The.oiit- , 

''■going comniissioner, Bidiaid • ■ 
Thdihas, has inade it plain that 

"'hebefi-eves almost a l of tM's . , . 
.■;actmty’liasbeenwithoiit'siiF-.; 

'ficieiit pubKc interest. In 2007, 
ter a lengthy consulta-. 
:ion,.thecpDimissioii' ; 
secare'd .f he'agf eemeftt 
■-'of thegdyemmerit to 
■■rmtee'techhfeaches''': 
■.■■.anJmpxisdna'ble ’■ ' 
'''p'ffence.''Hpweyer, ' 
.aldb%’by leading"
' figures from News 
totematiqnal, the 
Telegiaph group 
and Associated'' ■ 
Ndws.p'apers, . ■'
h iliid i publishes- ■ 
theDaiiyMail,'J' '  
peisiiacled Gordon 

f Brown to bveimle . 
the plan. , ' . .

Public fi^es mbose ptiwacf
was iBe^By ted 

liidiidedj from tc^ Gwyiietli Paltrow, 
Tesss Nlg^a Lawson, Eorfe 
lofmsom and Lemiy Henry
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P r e s s  a n d  p r i v a c y

Secret spies
The world is waking up to the extent to which 
m odem  technologies can destroy privacy. Any 
citizen with a m obile phone, car or computer 
is open to  surveillance by a broad range of 
agencies. Newspapers have taken the lead in 
fighting against state intrusions into privacy - 
resisting ID cards, databases and the m indless 
spread o f CCTV. Editors inveighagainst Google 
and its potential to intrude into our lives.

More hidden is  the way som e o f the same 
newspapers have system atically pried into the 
lives o f people in rather repellent ways. It has 
em erged that one o f Rupert Murdoch’s new s 
organisations in  the UK has quietly paid out 
huge sum s to settle three cases, thereby sup­
pressing details which threatened to expose its 
involvem ent in the use o f criminal m ethods to 
get stories, hi return for a secrecy agr^m ent, 
they paid damages o f £4 0 0 , 0 0 0  or more to one 
victim  - dwarfing the previous record £6 0 ,0 0 0

breach o f privacy paym ent to the Formula One 
boss Max M osley. The total paid in damages 
and costs tops £im .

Most o f the work was subcontracted to pri­
vate investigators. A senior Metropolitan police 
officer claimed to have evidaice that thousands 
o f people in  public life had had their phones 
hacked by agents workiiig on behalf o f papers. 
The victim s included MPs, cabinet m inisters, 
minor celebrities and sportsmen. The Scotland 
Yard files mirror parallel evidence compiled by 
the ioformation commissioner, who uncovered 
thousands o f exam ples o f activity which was 
“certainly or very probably” fllegcd.

That detailed  evid en ce has never been  
requested or seenby the Press Complaints Com- 
mis.sion. nor by the Commons media commit­

Producad by Durrants under licence from the NLA [newspapers], CLA [magazines] or other copyright owner. No further copying [including 
printing of digital cuttings], digital reproduction/f orwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

tee, currently investigating press regulation. 
Bothbodieshavehithertobeencontentwithihe 
reassurances ofNews International executives,

who claimed that Clive Goodman - the News of 
the World reporter jailed for hacking into royal 
phones -  was a rogue operator. The PCC never 
called evidence from the newspaper’s editor at 
the time, Andy Coulson, who is nowworkingas 
David Cameron’s director o f communications, 
nor demanded to see paperwork or invoices. 
Both the PCC and the comm ittee tookincurious 
if  not plain gullible. It is awkward for Mr Cam­
eron to have at his side aman w ho, in apie vious 
life, was responsible for journalists who were 
breaching the privacy o f MPs.

The Murdodi orpnisation is a powerful one, 
w ith tentacles into many areas o f public and 
political life. Individualsw orkingforoneofits 
UK companies have dem onstrated their abil­
ity  to jettison civilised standards o f behaviour 
to attack targets. These allegations should be 
examined in d ayli^ t, not dealt w ith by means 
o f secret cash payments.
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1. NEWS OF THE WORLD: 
PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS FRIDAY

" t

T h re e  in q u irie s in to  h a ck in g  
c la im s as new  v ic tim s em erge

•  M P s  s u m m o n  

M u r d o c h  c h i e f s  

o v e r  d i r t y  t r i c k s

•  T a r g e t e d  p u b l i c  

f i g u r e s  c o n s i d e r  

s u i n g  t a b l o i d

•  S c o t l a n d  Y a r d  

r e f u s e s  t o  r e o p e n  

t a p p i n g  p r o b e

James Robinson
N ew s International w as last n ight feeing  
th ree fresh in qu iries in to  th e conduct o f  
its jou rn alists and  ex ecu tiv es follow in g  
th e  Guardian's d isclo su res that Rupert 
Murdoch’s new spaper em pire paid £ lm to  
k eep  secret th e  u se  o f  crim inal m ethods 
to  get stories.

T he d irector o f  p u b lic p rosecu tion s, 
Keir Starmer, announced h e w as intending  
to  laun(± an urgent review  o f  th e evidence  
relatingto phonehacldngin  th eca seo fth e  
N ew s o f  th e  W orld reporter C live G ood­
m an, w ho w as ja iled  for obtain ing infor­
m ation A n a lly .

H is in tervention  cam e after a pow erful 
Com m ons se lect com m ittee said  it w ould  
b e ca llin g  sen io r  m anagers from  N ew s 
International to  g iv e  ev id en ce as early as 
next w eek to  clarfiyw h atth ^ k n ew ab ou t

th e W orld. A ndy C oulson, th e form er ed i­
tor o f  th e paperand now theC onservative 
party’s  dhector o f corm nunications, w ill 
b e asked to  appear. He has alw ays denied  
h e knew  repiorters w orking for him  had  
hacked in to th e  m obite phon es o f  p oliti­
cians and celeb rities.

arm ounced it w as conducting an inquiry.
At W estm inster, sen ior Labour figures 

contirm ed to  caH for Coulson to resign and 
th e  prim e m in ister said  that there w ere 
““seriou s q uestions” to  answ er.

Gordon Brown w as respondingafterthe 
Guardian revealed  that N ew s Group, the  
publishers o f  th e  N ew s o f  th e W orld, had  
m ade th e  £ im  payout to  secu re secrecy  
over o u t-o f-cou rt se ttlem en ts in  th ree  
cases that threatened to  exp ose evideiK e 
o f  journalists u sin g private investigators

to  illeg a lly  hack in to  th e  m obile p h on e  
m essages o f  num erous public % ures. It 
is  a lso  a lleged  journalists gained unlaw ­
fu l access to  con fid en tia l p ersonal data, 
including taxra:ord s,socia lsecu rity  files, 
bank statem ents and p hon e b ills. Targets 
inchjded John P iescn ttan d  TessaJow elL

The ch ie fex ecu tiv eo fth e  Professional 
Footballers' A ssociation, Gordon Taylor, 
w as on e v ictim  and last year h e  received  
£700,000 from  N ew s In tern ation al in  
com pensation and legal co sts. He agreed  
n ot to  d iscu ss th e case as part o fth e  deal.

H ow ever, hundreds o f  other public fig­
ures m ay a l^  have been  ta r g e t^ . Yester­

day, som e o f  th ose thou ght to  have b een  
caught up in  th e  affair sa id  th ey  w ere  
seek in g  legal ad vice. A m ong them  w ere 
th e celebrity publicist M ax Clifford and TV 
presenter Vanessa Feltz.

Lawyers to ld  tlm  Guardian that N ew s 
International could  fece a series o f  expen- 
avelegalactioiB ifitw asprovedthatreport- 
ets w orking for th e group w ere engaged in  
behaviour that breached privacy.

TheM et’s assistant com m issioner John 
Y ates said  yesterd ay  that Scotland  Yard 
w ould  not b e reop en in g  its  file s  o n  th e  
case because no n ew  ev id en ce had com e 
to  light and th e original inquiry had con-

cludedphone tappinghad occurred in only  
a m inority o f  cases. “I therefore consider 
no further in v estip tio n  is  required.” 

L egal experm  m ade it clear that th e

o f  alleged  hacking victim s to  su e th e  N ew s 
o f th e  W orld for breach o f  privacy.

The parliam entary inquiry w illfocu s on  
execu tives at N ew s International, includ­
ing Rebekah W ade, th e  outgoing Sun ed i­
tor w ho has b een  prom oted to  N ew s Inter­
national ch ie f e

Producad by Durrants under licence from the NLA [newspapersl CLA [magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying [including 
printing of digital cuttings! digital raproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licance from the copyright owner.

B8715-2
126975327 - ADAKAF - 25401429

^ck Pegs 3 of 5 Article Page 1 of 3

MODI 00046300



For Distribution to CPs

Source:
Edition:
Country:
Date;
Page:
Area:

Guardian, The (Main)

UK
Friday 10, July 2009 
1,5
773 sq. cm 

Circulation: ABC 335615 Daily 
BRAD info: page rate £11,400.00, see rate £42.00 
Phone: 020 3353 2000
Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

d u r r a n t s

the News of the World's outgoing manag- 
ComUimed on p ^e  5 »

Sir Mex Ferguson’s messages were intercepted on PF& chainnan Gordon TayloTs phone Pfidtogr^ii: Chris Jackson/Settf
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T h r e e  i n q u i r i e s  

l a u n c h e d  i n t o  

h a c k i n g  c l a i m s
« contiimed from page i

ing editor; Colin Myier, the current News 
of the World editor; 2uid Les Hinton, the 
former chairman of News International.

John Whittingdale, the chainnanof the 
committee, said he was particularly keen 
to question Hinton, who told a previous 
hearing Goodman had been acting alone.

The Conservative leader, David Cam­
eron, was forced to defend Coulson fol­
lowing calls that he should be sacked.

Cameron told reporters outside his 
home in London: “It's wrong for news­
papers to breach people's privacy with no 
justification. That is why Andy Coulson 
resigned as editor ofthe News ofthe World 
two 2md a half years ago.

“Of course I knew about that resigna­
tion before offering him the job. But I 
believe in giving people a second chance. 
As director of communications for the 
Conservatives he does an excellent job in 
a proper, upright way at all times.”

The Tories also pointed to Scotland 
Yeffd’s decision not to reopen its inquiry.

Nevertheless, the DPP said he was set­
ting up a team to review the evidence

2md the decision taken over the material 
discovered during the police inquiry into 
Goodman 2md Gleim Mulcaire, a private 
investigator who was also jailed.

“In the light ofthe fteshallegations... I 
have now ordered 2m urgent examination 
of the material supplied to the CPS by the 
police,” he said.

He was taking this action “to satisfy 
myself and assure the public that the 
appropriate actions were taken in rela­
tion to that material”. He said the evi­
dence was extensive 2md complex, “but 
it has aU been located 2md a small team is 
rapidly workingthrough it ...Itwillneces- 
sarilytake sometime. lam onlytoo aware 
ofthe need for urgency.”

News International broke its silence last 
night. But the company did not address 
2my of the specific aUe t̂ions made by the 
Guardian, saying: “News Intematiorial is 
prevented by confidentiality obligations 
from discussing certain allegations made 
in the Guardi2m newspaper today.” It said 
its journalists had complied with relevant 
legislation and codes of conduct since 
February 2007, after the Goodman case 
and Coulson's resignation.

Alan Rusbridger, the editor in chief of 
the Guardian, said: “We note that News 
International has not contested any part 
ofthe Guardian coverage - including the 
central assertion that the company had 
paid a record Elm to ensure secrecy over 
damages paid to victims of illegal phone­
hacking.”
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^ c t i m s

T a r g e t s  o f  t a b l o i d  d i r t y  t r i c k s  c o n s i d e r  

l e g ^  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d

s Caroline Davies 
( ) iifa tthew  Taylor

Victims of the phone-hacking scandal 
were last night taking legal advice follow­
ing the Guardian’s revelations over News 
Group’s secret £lm payout.

The football agent Sky Andrew said: 
“After being told certain individuals have 
taken legal action, I will take advice.” 

Speaking from Barcelona, where he 
is on business, he said he was surprised 
by the apparent scale of the hacking. He 
suspected his own phone had been tam­
pered with when he foimdhis pin number 
no longer worked. “When you are in an 
industry like mine, you suspect this type 
of thing could go on, but you don’t actu­
ally expect it to happen to you.”

Gleim Mulcaire, a private investigator 
workingfor News International, was jailed 
in 2007 for accessiî  Andrew’s voicemails 

''j duringthetiialthat also saw former ro^l
editor of the News of the World, Clive 

I ) Goodman, jailed for hacking into the 
y  voicemails of ro3ral aides.

But News Group has never publicly 
admitted any responsibility for Mul- 
caire’s actions, which also saw the hack­
ing of phones belonging to the model Elle 

. Maepherson, the Liberal Democrat MP
Simon Hughes, publicist Max Clifford, and 
the Professional Footballers’ Association 
chairman, Gordon Taylor.

Clifford said yesterday: “If all the alle­
gations are true, then it is tremendously 
serious, because all of us were convinced 
by the police, by everybody that this was 
just two people, a rogue journalist and a 
private investigator, and it was a or«-off.

“But what fenowcomingoutisanawfiil 
lotmore damagingfor everyone involved, 
not just for the News of the World, but 
also for the Metropolitan police, the

Press Complaints Commis.sion and, of 
course, for Andy Coulson.“Am I taking 
legal advice? Yes. Have I decided what I 
am goingto do? No.”

He believed he became a target after 
falling out with the News of the World in 
2005, when Coulson was editor, over its 
t reatment of Kerry Katona. “I suppose I 
was a prime target because I was no longer 
dealing with the News of the World, and 
I was the source of some of their biggest 
stories under many different editors.” 

News of Taylor’s successful action
against the newspaper could open the 
floodgates for others eager to explore 
siimlcu actions, Clifford said.

The TV and radio presenter Vanessa 
Feltz said she had called her solicitor 
irmnediately on discovering she was one 
of several celebrities who had been tar­
geted by “blaggers” - private investiga­
te rs who con BT, the DVLA, mobile phone 
companies and other organisations into 
handing over private details, then sell 
them to newspapers.

She said: “I am trawling through it all 
in my mind now, and the more I think 
about it, the more curious md bizarre the 
occasions where journalists suddenly 
appeared out of nowhere.”

“In 2005, one of my daughters was 
taken to hospitaL I remember journalists 
showingup that night at the hospital, and 
I was thinking: “How could they posably 
have knowfl? I havenft told anybody yet.’ 

“It’s one thing to see paparazzi at the 
Ivy, But I was finding them at Pima Hut. 
There they were, even if it [the visit] had 
been arranged at the last minute.”

Boris Johnson, mayor of London and 
chair of the Metropolitan Police Author­
ity, was aware News of the Wbrld rqrort^ 
hsd hacked into his phone before yester­
day’s story broke. A close source said he 
had been told by the police around the 
time of the Goodman trial that his phone 
may have be^ bug^d.

Yî erday he said many good stories 
came from “contaminated sources” and 
that material was oftmi obtained illicitly, 
- the issue was wdiether they were in the 
public interest.

Speaking on the BBC Today programme

he said: “I’m sure the Met’s commissioner 
wiUtake account ofwhatever allegations 
have been made in the Guardian, but I am 
sure he wili go ahead md take the proper 
action.”
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P r e s s

W a t c h d o g  t o  e x a m i n e  i f  N e w s  o f  

W o r l d  e x e c u t i v e s  t o l d  t h e  t r u t h

Vikram  Dodd

The Press Complaints Commi.ssioTi yes­
terday said it would investigate whether 
News ofthe World executives had told the 
truth over the extent of phone hacking at 
the newspaper.

The industry watchdog’s deciaon fol­
lowed revelations by the Guardian about 
the scale of the practice, and that the 
NoW’s parent company. News Interna­
tional, had paid am to those targeted by 
its journalists and private investigators 
they had hired.

A PCC spokesman said it would write 
today to the Guardian and to the informa­
tion commissioner to see what evidence 
both organisations could divulge about 
the practice.

TTie PCC said it would also investî te 
any suggestions of “further transgres­
sions” since its 2007 inquiry into the use 
of subterfuge by journalists. That inquiry 
was triggCTed by the comrtetion in January 
2007of the News of the World’s royal edi­

tor, dive Goodman, and private investiga­
tor Glenn Mulcaire, for phone hacking.

In its 2007 report after the convictions 
and after the resignation of the paper’s 
editor, Andy Coulson, the PCC appeared 
to accept the News ofthe World’s asser­
tion that the phone hacking was limited 
to Goodman, and that he had kept the 
practice from his bosses.

Announcing its fresh inquiry, the PCC 
said: “The E£C has previously made clear 
that it finds the practice of phone mes­
sage tapping deplorable. Any su^estion 
that further transgressions have occurred 
since its report was published in 2007'will 
be investigated without delay.

“The PCC is contacting the Guardian 
and the information commissioner for any 
further specific information in relation to 
theclaimspublished today about the olds’ 
cases, which suggests the commî ion has 
been misled [in] its inquiries.”

The PCC operates with the consent of 
the newspaper industry and has faced 
criticism that it is too soft on journalists 
and editors.
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L e g a l a d w ic e

Anyone who fears their phone calls or 
personal data may have been hacked 
could potentially bring an invasion of 
privacy aetion against the News ofthe 
World, bwyers said yesterday.

'T/OTiile there is a potential crimi­
nal path'open,tliatwoiild.liaveto:b,e ■ ■ 
brought by the Crown Prosemtion 
Service," said Rod Christie-Miller, of 
Scliillings, a law firm that specialises in 
ddkmation and privacy. But there is a 
dvffl route too, he said. “The obvious 
action here is a right-to-prrracy breach 
uiider article 8 o f the European con­
vention on human rights. That gener- 
afiy doesn’t give out Mg damages.”

Gavin M ilar QC, a specialist in 
media law at Doughty Street Cham­
bers, said public figures and their law­
yers would be attempting to discover 
whether they had been targeted.

“I think the first aep would be for 
any individual worried about this to 
go to their phone company or to some 
eiqieit coDSuitancy that can help them 
investi^te whether their phone’s 
been hacked.” Sam Jonm
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Ministers who justify state snooping 
might now learn that biters can be bit
T h e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  

^  p h o n e - h a c k in g  s c a n d a l 
') la y s  b a re  th e  c h a o s  th a t  
’ s u r ro u n d s  o u r  p r iv a c y  

a n d  d a ta  s e c u r ity

Sir sort J e n k i n s

very journalist knows 
that breaking the law is

H  inexcusable - except, of 
course, where there is an 
excuse. As a general rule, 
what I write, however 
obtained, is in the public 
interest. What you write 

is money-grabbing prurience. Now what 
was the juicy story you told me the 
other day?

The News of the World scandal is in 
danger of submerging the body politic 
in a wave of hypocrisy. The paper did 
what some newspapeis have long done, 
which is scrape the dustbin of gossip in 
which lurks the fame of all public fig­
ures. Aided by electronic surveillance, 
joimialists use private detectives, hack­
ers, oddballs and dodgy policemen to 
dig the dirt on behalf of their readers 
and shareholders. They usually pay 
money, even if  this is not allowed.

Sometimes, as with the Daily Tel­
egraph on MPs’ expenses, we are served 
copper-bottomed sensation. Although 
the scoop was allegedly based on pay­
ment for theft, the world cheered the 
“public interest” . Other times, as with 
the Dianagate tapes, salacious material

is uncovered with no shred of public 
interest but which no amount of self­
restraint could keep from the public eye. 
In the case of the News of the World, the 
ease with which mobile phones can be 
eavesdropped on supplied a mountain 
of celebrity gossip.

Human rights law may offer “a right 
to respect for private and family life, 
home and conveEation” , but this is 
merely a pious hope. When a cloud of 
secret range-finders can hover over the 
mobile phones of the stars, poMcing is 
near impossible. Hackers can squat in 
caravans or attics, equipped from any 
backstreet store. The News of the World 
gained access to thousands of phone 
messages. These could as easily have 
been posted on the web.

Although the police have decided to 
take no further action, the case raises 
intriguing but tangential issues. It is 
implausible for the former News of the 
World editor Andy Coulson to plead that 
he did not know what was going.on. No 
editor would be left in the dark about 
the costly source of such scoops. Even a 
remark that “ I would rather not know” 
admits responsibility.

When a member of the paper’s staff, 
Clive Goodman, went to jail in 2007 for 
the hacking offence, a parEamentary 
coimnittee was told that he was a “rot­
ten apple”  and an isolated case. We now 
learn that Coulson-’s staff had access to 
thousands of mobOe phone records, all 
illegattf obtained and currently in the 
hands of the poBce.

The paper then lavishly paid off some 
of its victims on condition of confi­
dentiality, whfle the poBce {and Crown Csni’
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Prosecution Service) agreed to turn a 
blind eye. They neither pursued other 
offences by News of the World reporters 
nor informed those whose private lives 
they knew to have been compromised. 
The police appeared to collude in a mas­
sive breach of privacy.

The much-vaunted framework of 
parliamentary oversight and media self­
regulation was also left looking idiotic. 
We have been told for 18 3rears that the 
presence of working editors on the vol­
untary Effisa Comgbmts Gonumsskm 
brings a weight of expertise and judg­
ment to its decisions. This is self-serving 
rubbish, trotted out by successive PCC 
chairmen who enjoy cavorting with the 
barons of media power.

The case ft>r non-statutory regula­
tion of the press remains strong, but 
depends heavily on that regulation 
being scrupulotis and outspoken, as it 
largely was under the old Press Council 
with its vigorous chairmen. The present

work its magic “behind the scenes”. It 
works no magic. It is dead.

None of this impinges on the central 
issue of the News of the World case, that 
chaos nowsurroimds the confidential­

ity of electronic data in Britain. That 
law-breaking now depends wholly on 
the robustness of an “excuse” is hope­
less. Most people accepted that the 
Telegraph was justified in using stolen 
information to reveal the details of MPs' 
expenses. But the argument was tested 
neither in the courts nor before the PCC. 
It was granted by acclamation.

Public interest is ambiguous. The 
1989 Calcutt committee on press pri­
vacy, on which I served, spent hours 
seeing to define that interest and 
failed, abandoning the term as near 
useless. A piece of information might 
be of interest to the public yet in no way 
impinge on public policy, while a vast 
grey area covered the lives of public 
figures. Virtually nothing to do with the 
private lifeof Princess Qianawasin the 
public interest - but pull the other one.

Clearly the News of the World would 
have difficulty proving that its phone­
hacking of Gordon Taytor was confined 
to sporting economics, of Gwyneth Pal­
trow to debt relief, or of rfigella Lawson 
to kitchen health and safety. But what if 
the paper had uncovered evidence that

John Prescott was up to no good? Public 
interest often emerges in the course of 
an otherwise prurient fishing trip. The

Telegraph’s details of the femily food 
eaten by MPs were highly intmsive, yet 
conadered great fun by one and all.

Meanwhile ministers outraged at 
press misbehaviotrr shotrld examine 
their own. They have passed some 
14 measures intrading on the privacy 
of British citizens in the past decade, 
powers that outstrip those in any other 
democratic state. The notorious 2000 
Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 
authorises the home secretary to col­
lect information without limit on any 
citizen, not just for national security 
but for “public health and national 
economic wellbeing”.

i he national identity
]I register allows aU phone 
and internet browsing 
to be collected, possibly 
by private companies, 
and passed to the state. 
Under an amendment to 
the 1998 Data Protection 

Act, information gathered by one branch 
of government can be shared with oth­
ers for “policy purposes”. The 2008 chil­
dren's computer record is accessible to 
400,000 officials, yet not to parents.

Some MPs may bridle at the extent of 
public surveillance, but parliament has 
shown not the slightest desire to defend 
personal freedom from state surveil­
lance. The bland claim is made by home 
secretaries that intrusion is required for 
“national security", the excuse for abso­
lute power down the ages. Nor is data 
remotely safe in state hands. When the 
government tells us its national identity 
register is wholly secure, it is lying: wit­
ness the high-security laptops and CDs 
discarded by the week. There is no such 
thing as secure electronics.

Technology gives to those in power, 
whether in goverranent or the media, 
immen̂ scQpe far,intiu^a The,, , 
snooper will always be one step ahead 
of the defenders of personal freedom. In 
the case of the government, ministers 
might at least learn firom the Telegraph 
and News of the World that biters can be 
bit. If they find ways of gathering absurd 
amounts of information about private 
citizens, citizens will gather absurd
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amounts of information about them.
The press too dices with disaster. 

However feeble self-regulation has 
become, common law is increasingly 
being deployed against intrasion, as 
the News of the World itself recently 
found in the Max Mosley case. Privacy 
laws targeted at the press would be bad 
because hard to define, as the “public 
interest”  defence shows. But if  liberty is 
to be championed against government, 
the champions cannot keep shooting 
themselves in the foot.

simoTLjenkins@guardiaTLCo.uk

I t  is  im p la n s iM e  f o r  th e  
fo r m e r  e d ito r  A n d y  
C o n ls o n  t o  p le a d  th a t  
h e  d id  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  
w a s  g o in g  o n

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NIA [newspapers), CLA (magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (including 
printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner. 71

B87U-2
126368395 -ADAiCAF - 25339084

Pack Page 5 of 7 Article Page 3 of 3

MODI 00046309

mailto:simoTLjenkins@guardiaTLCo.uk


For Distribution to CPs

Source:
Edition:
Country:
□ate:
Page:
Area:

Guardian, The (Main)

UK
Friday 10, July 2009 
33
125 sq. cm 

Circulation: ABC 335615 Daily 
BRAD info: page rate £11,400.00, see rate £42.00 
Phone: 020 3353 2000
Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

> d u r r a n t s

P a u l F a r re lly  M P  se rves on  the cu ltu re , 
m ed ia  an d  sp o rt s e la :t com m ittee

Comment is free ... 
TabM i i i f t f  tricks
Paol Farf e l^
We will chase this press 
watchdog that won't bite
The Guardian’s “phone-haddng” rev­
elations had a certain, impeccable tim­
ing. After a fascinating parliamentary 
inquiry, with witnesses including Gerry 
McCaim and Max Mosley, our select 
committee was due this morning to con­
sider its long-awaited report on press 
standards, privacy and libeL

Instead - like the government, the

police - the select committee on culture, 
media and sport had to urgently react to 
what has already been dubbed a News 
of the World newsroom apparently “out 
of control”, and with the alleged Imowl- 
edge of senior executives.

Two years ago we carried out a short 
inquiry into phone hacking by former 
NoW royal editor Clive Goodman, who 
went to jaiL The editor himself, Andy 
Coulson, took the rap and resigned. In 
our 2007 report, we were incredulous 
that the press watchdog ftiiled to inter­
rogate him, nonetheless, as part of its 
review into the a S a k . Also at issue was 
illicit media use of private investiga­
tors - and how effective, therefore, press 
self-regulation was.

In evidence. News International - its 
then chairman Les Hinton - a^ured us 
that it had carried out a rî rous inquiry 
and that regarding cash-fbr-hacking, 
Goodman was the “only person” who 
knew what was going on. We have 
invited Hinton to appear before us again 
to ask vrfiether he wishes to correct, or 
amplify, his evidence. That reopens our 
inquiry and, if we are not satis^d with 
the answers, parliament can potentiafty 
take the rate hut leputationally seripus 
step of finding witnesses in contempt.

Today, the PCC said it would act on 
any fresh evidence. We are already 
revisiting, after the McCann affeir, how 
effectively self-r^ulation is work­
ing. But we will want to pursue the 
watchdog further, too, over its “phone­
hacking” investigations to date.
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guard ian
N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

V. ;

Scandal met with silence
Wapping and W estm inster are three m iles 
apart butyesterday the ̂ p  between them was 
much wider. In parliament, MPs were shocked 
by the reported scale o f the Ifews o f the World 
phone-tappii^ scandal, as desciibedby officers 
famfliarwith the case. They were appalled too 
by the way the courts permitted a newspaper 
company to seal evidence o f apparently crimi­
nal behaviour. The Commons culture commit­
tee, under its Tory chair John W hittingdale, 
has promised an immediate inquiry, hauling 
in media executives and editors, including the 
Tory communications chief, Andy Coulson, to 
give evidence.

From News International’s east London 
headquarters, though, little was heard, as if  
the scandal had happened in a quite A ffer­
ent organisation, and there were no charges 
to answer. The company eventually issued a 
statem ent which amounted to little more than

a timeline o f the known elem ents o f the tapping 
scandal o f 2 0 0 6 -0 7 . No facts were d ilu te d .

When the phone-tapping scandal broke,
in2007, theestabHshmentaverteditsgaze. The 
Commons culture com m ittee held a one-day 
hearing; the courts sealed documents and the 
Press Complaints Commis.sion was diverted 
by the rapid resignation of the man who then  
eA ted the News o f A e World, Mr Coulson. The 
blame was heaped on one suppose A y rogue 
reporter and his agent. The Conservative leader 
even hired Mr Coulson w ithin m onths - and 
yesterday he was still defending him, uncon­
cerned by A e disgraceful nature o f his former 
paper’s activities.

This tim e round, A ere m ust be a proper 
response. The culture committee is one route; 
it must ask Mr Coulson, his former executives
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and reporters what they did and what A ey  
knew. Mr Coulson’s narrow demal yesterday,

focusmg on payments made after he left, was 
inadequate. The statem ent from Assistant 
Commissioner John Yates was also curious, 
confining itself to the activities o f A e royal 
reporter Clive Goodman. But Goodman was 
not A e reporter who hacked into Gordon Tay­
lor’s phone - the case (known to Scotland Yard) 
which led to A e secret payment o f £4 0 0 , 0 0 0  
in damages. Mr Yates referred to Goodman’s 
“hundreds o f potential targets”. Other police 
sources say A e figure runsinto Aousandswhen 
the work o f A e newsroom as a whole is consid­
ered. News International’s statement offers no 
clarification of A e numbersinvolved. WheAer 
it was hundreds or Aousands - attempted or 
successful - matters less than A e £im  in pay­
m ents to ensure that the culture at work in 
the organisation remained secret. The police 
should share A eir evidence with MPs so Aat a 
wider public can judge.
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Y a r d n i l e s o u t i n q u i i y a s  h a c k i n g r o w s i i m n e r s o n

►Recriminations fly after allegations that News of 
the World phone-hacking targeted 3,000 individuals
► Murdoch's News Group braced for compensation 
claims but Tories stand by director of communications

By Michael Savage
POUnCAL CORRESPONDENT

SCO TLAND YARD announced la st 
n i^ t  that “n o further investigation is 
required” in to a il^ a tio n s th at Rupert 
M urdoch’s N ew s Group new spapers 
con d ucted  a m assive phone-hacking  
cam paign again st up to 3 ,0 0 0 individ­
u als -  b ut t t e  com pany’s  law yers are 
b ra ced  for a  rash  o f co m p en sa tio n  
cla im s from  p u b lic figu res w ho m ay 
have b een  targeted.

T he M etropolitan P olice A ssistan t 
C om m isaoner John Yates cam e to  the  
con clu sion  a fter  review ing th e  ca se  
yesterday. T hat follow ed claim s th at 
th e fcam ar deputy prim e mmista* John 
P resco tt w as am ong th e  victim s o f a  
hacking operation  w hich  resu lted  in  
th e  ja ilin g  o f C live Goodm an, form er 
r o y i  ed itor o f t t e  News oftiie World, 
and  p rivate in vestigator Glenn M ul- 
caire in 2007, forunlaw fullyin teicept- 
ii^  com m unications in  an ̂ o r t  to  find  
out inform ation about Prince iSfilliam.

MtechesiigtcMhyTfieGuarcBandsat 
h e had also been  a target, M r P rescott 
called fo iih e  sacking of Am fy Coulson, 
th e cBrector o f com m unications for th e  
C onservativeftrtyandaform a* editor 
o f th e oftiw W orld^o resigned
a t th e tiin e o f Goodinaii’s  convictioii.

attenqjted  to  heap pressure on David  
C anieronaiidhB e^ M rC cuisaii,stiiff- 
ingrevenge for th e d a m e^  infficted on 
t t e  GovOTiiment by th e departure o f its

G ordon Brow n took  tim e out fix>m 
th e  G8 su nu nit in  Italy to  that the
phcaie4n;^gn^sdI^^ons raised “ques- 
ticMis that are serious and wiD obvious­
ly  have to  b e answ ered”. Lord M andel- 
son sa id  th e public iKerfed “a proper 
ejq^anation ofw hat w enton,how it w as

financed, who w as involved, and w ho 
authorised it”, white A lastair Campbell 
questioned M r Cculsonispcsiticaj. Tcan 
W atson,thefonrBrCalrin6tO fficem in- 
isterw how ras d o se  to  M r M cBride be­
fore h is departure, also chipped in .

But M r ̂ ^ itesdedaredlastn^it there 
was noew ffaK sthatM r Prescotfephone 
hadbeentapped. T he Crown Prosecu­
tion Service does plan an “urgent” re­
view  o f tteev icfen ceon ih on eh ack in g

In s j ^  ofth e police statem rat. N ew s 
Group stin feces the possibifity r f pay­
in g  m illions in  dam ages to  v ictim s of 
phcmehsKjdng Itw as claim ed that Gor­
don T ^ lo r , th e  ch ie f execu tive o f the  
PrafosdcndFootbanecs’AssodationJiad 
been paid £70(^000 in an o u to feo u rt 
“g a g in g ” settlem ent, after b a n g  a vic­
tim  o f t t e  cam pa^n. N ew s Group re­
fused to  com m ent on  th e aD^^tion.

The Guardian also aU egedihatN ew s 
Groiq>setited claim s w ith tw o othervic- 
t im s ,|^ ii^  aut£300p0<^ andthat“two 
or th ^ th o a sa iK f o th a s, lnclu<fegfhe 
actors Jude Law and Gwyneth Bdfxow  
andthechefN geO a L aw ^ n, m ay have 
been targd ed  b y  private investigators 
hired b y  M r M iid o ch ’s journalists.

B ut M r Yates ssdd the poBce incpiiry 
hadbeen “solely ccaioem edw ithphane 
t ^ p i i ^  and th at rtetectives w ere early 
awrare c f  th is affectin g “a m uch sm all­
er  pool o f people”.

Lawyers urge pubBc figures w orried  
th a tth ^ h a v e b ^ i  targd ed bythe tiqr- 
im rgto consider sed d r^ d a m s^ ^ N i^  
Tm t, a  m edia partner a t C a r to  R u ^ , 
sB»id: “T would
by th e sativittes dlheNewscf^ WaiM 
to  ascertain  w hat inform ation is  bdrrg 
held  about them , how  it  w as obtair^d, 
an orderfor destruction oftheinfonrra- 
ticai, recordings etc -  and of course to  
seekcorrqrensaticai and an undertaking 
or injunction  again st th e n evraga^ r  
group to  prevent tliBhjq^raiitigagam .”

N k k  ArmstrcH^ am ecfialawyer w ih  
th e London law  firm  C haries R ussell, 
poirrted out: " Ih e dam ages paidto Gor- 
d<ai T aylorw aepresum ably d vil dam­
ages for breach of privacy, t t e  sum  in­
volved  dw arfs th e £ 6 0 ,0 0 0  previous 
recaadprivacy damages to  Max Mosleyf’ 

M r Coulson has always claim ed tfa^  
he knew  nothing o f Goodman’s unlaw­
ful m ethods, d eb ate than  w ide u s e  Mr 
C am eron in s is t^  y e s te r d ^  th a t h is 
p ress c h i^ s  job w as safe.

T he H orse crfComnmns setect com ­
m ittee car culture, m eefiaand sport w ill 
on T uesday reopen its inquiry, se t iq> 
aftertheG oodm antrialjintohow jour- 
iialisteattteM K So/ifeW fflr& fobtam ed  
th eir inform ation. John W hittingdale, 
th e  Tory M P who chairs th e ccanm it- 
tee , smd M r Coulson w as “alm ost cer­
tain" to  b e  called  to  g ive o r id o ic e  

bran em barrassingdevde^m entfor 
N ew s Group, th e  form er chairm an o f 
N ew s Interruitional, L es IB nton, who 
is  now driefeixecutiveofD ow  Jones and 
orte o f ifr  M urdoch’s m ost seniorexee- 
u tives,issettob esu m m on ed .M rIB n - 
tcarassm edM Ps in 2XX)7 that Goodman 
w as actirgitxlqjoidexd^ cfsenior 
of the B brld  s t r a n d  th at h is inethods 
w ere not u sed  t y  arqr other joum aBats.

R ebeicah W ade, a  form er ed itor of 
TheSunsoAUxeNewsofOie WorJi, w ill 
a lso  b e asked  to  provide eviderree. M s 

w as recentfy appdrrted ch ief ex­
ecutive (rfN ew s International 

M : M urdoch, w hohas placed U s son  
Jam es in  ch arge o f h is B ritish  m edia 
oper:^kms,wiDbelimicHiS£ t̂hedevel- 
(qnnents. H etcM B loom bergN ew s on 
W ed n esd ay even in g  th a t h e  had no 
know ledge c f th e alteged psQrment to  
M r'frQdcH;addhgthat“iftUd: had hap­
pened  I w ould  know about itf*.

A m on g th e  v ic tim s o f  News oftiie 
World sto rie s a ssessin g tiie ir  chances 
o f w inning dam ages d
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k i^JW .O  oJ:2kv  ̂
the Liieral Democrat MP whose rela­
tionship with a male prostitute was ex­
posed by the newspaper in 2006. He 
saidhewoiiIddemandtliattheMetanei 
the Information Commissioner - whose 
office raided and successfully prosecut­
ed a Hampshire private investigating 
firm -  hand over ary details pertaining 
to Mm. “But I  urge caution on wide­
spread attacks onjoumalism over this 
issue as thereraay be some cases where 
it could be justified for good iiwestiga- 
tivejoumalism,’’ he said.

Tessa Jowell, who was also named 
as among those who had a le^dly had 
her phone tapped, is said to be con­
cerned over the aflegations. Vanessa 
Fete and Max Cliffonl are among those 
already consulting their lawyers.

News International said: “It  is inap­
propriate to comment at this time.”

The RegoMicn ofInvfflti^ory Pow­
ers Act creates a criminal offence of 
intentionalyintereeptmg a communi­
cation in the course of its transmission 
on a public telecommunications sys­
tem without lawful authority. The only 
defences are if  proper authorisatioii 
has been giveii or there is a strong pub­
lic interest in breaking the law to re­
veal a crime or serious wron^oing.

fc « e ra tp a tM u A d ia iifl towof tfie He ̂ w fifs a lfe ^ w c tirn s j^ p ^
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f

E d ito ria ls
The press must not be cowed

REVELATIONS OF widê read phene hacking 
have landed aspects ĉ Bdtish journalism in die 
dock. A gallery of accusers, fiximPeta-Mandel- 
soatoAndiewNdl,haverudiedtocoadenmwhat 
todc {̂ ace. But is diis pilloiTing tota% justified?

It would seem some newspapers, probably 
the majority, have occaaonaDy used unethical 
metlvids to gain informadon. It would also ap­
pear that some of this was in puraiit of stories 
that WM-e not genuinely in die public interest

Such behaviour should not be defen<fed, nor 
excused. Yet some perspective is needed. The 
outrage expressed by some of tte poiitickms in 
this affiiir is out of prqportkm to the scale of the 
alleged breaches of privacy. There is also some 
score-settBr̂  going on. Mary of the parliamen­

tarians lining up to kick the press are extract­
ing their revenge for what they see as their un- 
&irtreatm t̂ t̂temec£a,m^noteal̂  dur­
ing the recent expenses scandal 

Odiers are extractŝ  partisan advantage out 
crdieaffitirbydemancfiî theFeÊ nationofAntfy 
Couison, a fixiner editor im̂ riicated in die abus­
es who is now head of communications fiirDavid 
CameriHi. We also need to recognise that sc»ne 
politicians have an agenda diat goes beyond en- 
surit̂  that joumaBsts stay firmfy within the law. 
Thae are Aments in WestndnsterwlKibelksre 
diat the press î eds to be cut down to size 

This affair should not become an excuse for 
curbing the fireedom of the media to investigate 
pubiic%ures.Maiŷ areas of public fife in Kitain

remain shrouded in secrecy. Despite the pass­
ing of the PreedomrflnformatiDn Ad;, our r^ t 
to access information on how we are governed 
is still limited. Moreov  ̂we are moving the 
wrot̂  w .̂ A privacy law is being constructed 
by stealth in the courts. And, wl& politicians 
hyperventilate about press intrusion, the state 
is accruing grsiter powers to pry into the pri­
vate lives of endinary people 

Maiypeofte inpositions ofpowî  would much 
preferasupineandcowed media. But th^ would 
not make our danocracy teahhier. Nor would 
it do anytiiiî forthe cause cfpnvacy We should 
ignore the iystefiaandrem̂ nber that, alfhoî  
a free press can be a bhmt tool, it remains fer 
{K^rable to aiy of the aKematives.
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H u n t i n g  n u g g e t s  i n  t h e  

p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  -  o r  j u s t  

t o  i n t e r e s t  t h e  p u b l i c ?
Analysis Dominic Kennedy, Investigations Editor

T im e w as w hen a r^m rta' 
look ing for a private 
address w ould g o  into a 
litm iiy  and spend hours 
poring over an  electoral 

roQ. Or, to  trace a hom e from a 
car num berplate tiiey  w ould  w rite 
to  D V IA  d ^ r ib in g  a ficlitio o s 
bum p and request th e address for 
insurance purposes. D id  nobodj^ in  
Swansea w o n ^ r  w h y so m any 
p otential suitors o f  y o u i^  Royals 
seem ed  to  be involved in  
non-injury collisions?

A s for checking a crim inal 
record, you  ju st had to know  an 
o U ig n ^  p o lice o fficer w ho would 
m ake a q uick  phone ca ll tor you.

I w as on ce arrested for 
"interfering w ith  tiie  R oyal M ail” 
for trying to  g et su sp e c t^  
terrorists’ nam es from  an  IRA safe 
h ouse by getting a postm an to 
show  m e th e  arvetopes from  his 
bag. N o charges w ere pressed.

The rfee in  conqiuter databases 
created  an opportunity tor Fleet 
Street to reduce th e tedium  and, 
som etim es, to outsource th e  
skulduggery to private d etectives. 
A n inform ation m arket arose 
sellin g  itotaOs about individuals so  
tiia t Im dcers could trace their 
m ovem ents, b en efit claim s, 
shopping h ^ its  and p hon e caDs.

N ew spapers have tong paid for 
stories. T he popular p ress in 
particular relies on  scoops 
acquired w ith  a chequebook. On 
tile  Daily MaS, I found tiia t £7,500 
w as tiie  m s^ c  num ber tiia t turned  
protests about an invasion  o f  
privacy in to a w Q H n^ess to talk.

B ut tiie  new  phenom m ion w as 
th e arrival o f p rofessional 
in fon n ation  m ongers. A ny hacker 
l^ o w in g  th e r ^ t  passw ords 
could  g et access to personal 
com puter inform ation —  often  at 
ca ll c e n tr a  The private d etective  
ju st neeifed  to p ose as, say, a

health w orker to ch eck  ffetails. 
O nce on e n ew ^ a p er started  
hiring tiiese  gum shoes, rivals w ere 
oU iged  to  foOow. It becm ne 
s ta i^ r d  {uacH ce to ring an 
investigator and request a ll 
m anner o f  in fon n ation  to avoid  
being beaten  to th e story.

The am ount o f  d etail available 
couhi b e rem arkable. For IBO or  
£100 it w as possib le to get an 
address from  a car reg& tration 
number; an  huHvidual’s socia l 
security cla im s from  th eir address; 
travel arrangem ents from  
com p u teris^  f l i^ t  lists. D o you  
know  tiie  m ost im portant d etail to 
trace tiie  m ost red u siv e person? 
llie t r  C P's address. E verjiiody  
needs a GP to access th e  health  
service and ffie  fiunity doctor is 
local, so it  is easy  to narrow  tiie  
search. T he b est k ^  to getting  
useful inform ation from  
databases? A  date o f  birth.

In practice, there seem ed  to b e 
no law  agafaist all th is. Journalists 
w ere far from  tiie  onty m arket for 
tiiese  private investigators or P is  
—  tiieir o tiier  m ain clim its w ere 
tiie  le g d  profession. T he D ata 
P rotection  A ct forinds tiie  m huse 
o f  in ivate data, but tiim e is  a  
public in terest d efence. Journalists 
w ould usualty b e confident that 
tiiey  could  m ount such  an
argum ent should  tiie  need  arh&  
T he tid e turned w itii tiie  
R ^ u la tio n  o f  Investigatory  
Pow m s A ct o f  2 0 0 0 , w hich  dealt 
w itii phone tapping. B y d ^ n m g  
tiie  narrow drraim stances in  
w hich  it w as lega l to intercept 
telephone calls, everything else  
was outlaw ed. N ow  onty tim  p o lice  
and ^ ie s  can tap phones legalty.

T he A ct c o in c h ^  w ith  tiie  
rapid grow tii o f  m obile telq ih on es 
and voicem aiL P is  had been able 
to provide tw o m ain types o f
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inform ation from  any phone 
num ben “Friends and Famihr” or 
recently diaQed num bers. But any 
ch ild  could in tercept voicem ail as 
a party trick. M obiles provide 
rem ote access to  m essages 
protected  by a passw ord, but m ost 
users forget to set a password so  it 
rem ains a de& ult, such as 1234, 
and can be eas%  guessed.

Sunday new spaper reporters are
particularly vulnerable to laws 
against intrusion because they  
survive entirety on exclusives and  
there is  a great tem ptation to push  
th e envelope. It is b e hard to offer 
a pubUc in terest defen ce if  a 
pursued celebrity has been  
harm lessly pursuing their private 
life.

Today th e lin e betw een  
leg itim ate and illega l databases is  
still a b it shaky. Every new spaper 
has som e form  o f searchable 
electoral ro il to trace hom e 
addresses and phone num bers 
quite legally. A ccess to the 
com puterised U rths, m arriages 
and deaths register provides 
crucial d etail about generations o f 
fam ily history. D atabases o f  
com pany directors provide dates 
o f  birth and hom e addresses.
T hese are all paid-for services.

O ther databases such as car 
num berplates, credit h istory and 
crim inal records are protected by  
th e D ata P rotection  A ct —  
although n ot i f  the public in terest 
can b e invoked. W hat m ay seem  
lik e an intrusion into privacy, a 
search  o f a  database, can  tead to  
inform ation that is clea ity  in  the  
public in terest to d isclose.

W hat about th e tip -off that a 
w om an deported to  B ritain after a 
w elfare scandal abroad is  liv ing off 
so cia l security b en efits In this 
country? W ithout using a PI to  
find  h er aditress, it  w o ^ d  have 
b een  im possible to interview  her 

s h T ^ ffie il
W hat about a  journalist’s 

in vesfigafion  in to a  m osque linked  
to r a d i^  terrorists in citin g  
teenagers to racial hatred and the 
k illin g o f Jews? Is it  w rong for a

reporter to find out a  suspicious 
preacher’s hom e address 1^ 
checking his car num ber?

T he Iidbrm ation C om m issioner 
has w arned journalists that he w ill 
prosecute for infringem ents, and 
in  practice there is a daily  
ifilem m a about w hat is acceptable. 
W hen a suspected serial m iuderer 
o f prostitutes w as arrested and his 
car seized  by p olice, did th e Press 
check  the num berplate to  get his 
identity? You bet fliey  d id  —  and 
the m terested public read about it 
the n ext day. 
dkenneify@thetimes.co.uk
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Prosecution chief 
orders fresh look 
at phone-tapping 
investigation files
S ean  O ’N e iii Crim e Editor

Prosecutors began an urgent review 
yesterday of case files relating to the 
tapping of telq)hones belonging to 
prominent politicians, sportsmen and 
celebrities.

Keir Starmer, QC, the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, ordered a re­
newed examination of the successful 
case against a N ew s o f the World jour­
nalist and a private investigator, dive 
Goodman, the newspaper’s former 
royal editor, and Glen Mulcaire, the 
investigator, were jailed in January 
2007 for intercepting the voicemail 
messages of Qarence House aides.

The G u ard ian  new^aper has 
claimed that thousands of people, 
including MPs, footballers, actors, 
models and other journalists, had their 
phone messages fllegally hacked into.

It was fiirtha' alleged that maiqr of 
Goodman and Mulcaire's “tarots”, 
including the forms Dqjuty 6 ime 
Minists John Prescott, wse not told by 
police about the threat to their privacy.

Mr Starmer said he had “no reason 
to consider that thse was anything in­
appropriate in the prosecutions that 
wse undertaken in this case”. Nevs- 
theless, he had ordered prosecution 
lawyers to conduct an urgent examina­
tion of the material supplied by the 
police three years ago. He wanted to 
satisfy himself and assure the public

that the appropriate actions were 
taksi, Mr Starms said.

The Metropolitan Police rejected 
calls for a fresh criminal inquiry into 
the affair and said that it had been 
comprehensively investigated by some 
of its most fflcperienced detectives.

Assistant Commissioner John Yates 
said that Goodman and Mulcaire had 
engaged in a sophisticated and wide- 
ranging conspiracy to gather private 
and personal data, principally about 
high-profile figures. “Their potential 
targets may have run into hundreds of 
people, but our inquiries showed that 
they only used the [tapping! tactic 
against a far smaller nui^er.”

Mr Prescott had written to Sir Paul 
Stephenson, the Met Commissioner, 
to ask if he had been a target, but Mr 
Yates said; “This investigation has not 
uncovered any evidence to suggest 
that John Prescott's phone had been 
tapped. No addition  ̂ evidence has 
come to I^ t  since this case has con­
cluded. I therefore consider that no 
further investigation is required.” 

Where there had been (dear evi­
dence that people's phones had been 
tapped, they had all been contacted by 
the police. Mr Yates added, however, 
that he would take further steps to en­
sure that those who suspected thqc 
might have been targets was given 
advice on protecting their privacy.

The investigation into Goodman 
and Mulcaire began in Decenrfjer

2005 when the Yard received a com­
plaint that the telephones of senior 
royal aides had been tapped St^i- 
dons arose after an item about Prince 
William suffering a knee injury ap­
peared in the newspap̂ ’s gossip col­
umn. Because of the Royal Family’s in­
volvement, the case was taken on by 
Counter Terrorism Command then 
led by Deputy Assistant Commission­
er Peter Qarka

GcKxlman’s relationship with Mul­
caire was discovered and the two men 
put under surveillance. Detectives 
established that the pair had obtained 
the override pâ words that mobile 
networks could use to access custom­
ers’ voicemails and were using them 
against a small group of people.

When Mulcaire’s office in Cheam, 
southwest London, was raided, detec­
tives found “a war room” where he 
had compiled vast amounts of informa­
tion about figures in public life. How­
ever, evidence of phone tapping ap­
plied to only a few of those in whom 
Mulcaire had taken an interest

In his statement Mr Yates said 
“One was a private detective and one 
was a joumalisL It is reasonable there­
fore to expect them to be in possession 
of data about such matters as it’s part 
and parcel of then job. Our inquiries 
were solely concerned with phone tap­
ping This, as far as we are aware, rf- 
fected a much smaller “

The investigation pr J
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ecafion in the cases where detectives 
had uncovered the strongest evidence 
of crimmality. Goodman admitted con­
spiracy to intercept telephone commu­
nications. Muicaire admitted the same 
charge and five similar counts.

The Old Bailey heard that they 
tapped into 609 messages left for the 
Qarence House staff. Muicaire also 
admitted hacking into the phones of 
Elle Macpherson, the model, Simon 
Hughes, the Liberal Democrat MP, 
Max Clifford, the- publicM, and Gor­
don Taylor, the diairman of the Profes­
sional Footballers' Assocaation.

A media law firm said last night that 
it had a list of about 12 people who 
might join in a “class action” for dam­
ages if phones were tapped.

T h e  h u n t e r s  a n d  

t h e  h u n t e d ;  

w h o ’s  w h o  i n  

t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y

John Prescott was a 
target, b«t police say 
there is no awfdenca 
his phone was tapped

Gordon Taytor sued 
the News of the World, 
fjat settled out of court

The Met chief Sr Paal 
Stephenson has been 
approached 
Prescc*t

Keir Stamiar, the DPP, 
Is reviewing the 
newspaper hacking 

( flies

The mcxlel E!fe 
Macpherson had her 
phone tapped by 
Muicaire

DavW Casneron, Tory 
leader. Is standing by 
Cotilson m  his director 
of cominunlcaaons

Richard Thomas, as 
Infonwatlon 
Comnilsslwer, 
compiled dossier

A story about Prince 
WiBfaiifs iBiMred knee 
sparked the Operation 
Motorman Inquiry

I
The {wbllclst Max 
Clifford also had his 
phone calls 
Intereeptecf

Las Hinton, tha fornwr 
News {merrietionei
chaiman, Is to be 
qaestioned by MPs
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Royal editor 
ClPra GoodaiP" 
was laited for 
corroptlon

Andy Coab 
as Editor; r 
for David C

Jailed inve 
Glen Malca 
a “war rooi 
Informatloi 
people in t 
public eye
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M b a t. happened: when

November 2002 information 
Commissioner and Metropolitan 
Police begin investigations into 
police corruption after a raid in 
Surrey reveals evidence that officers 
fV¥ereselling;-coBfidentiahnformation: 
from ttte Police National Computer 
February 2003 Andy Coulson 
promoted from deputy to Editor of 
Nei^ of the World.
2003 Informatfon Commissioner’s 
Operation. Motormandeads to  a rad,. 
on the office of Steve Whittamore, a 
Hampshire private detective. Yields 
detailed. infotmafiorrshoMfing how 
305.journalists:across Fleet Street 
had paid 'him :&>iii:pereona!. . r 

■ inforrnatioBi.aboot.poiitidans, 
celebrities and crdinary people 
April 2005 Wbitlamore and three 
others charged with cornjption and 
offences under Data Protection Act. 
All given a two-year conditional 
discharge, a penalty so light that the 
Information Commission abandons 
plans to pursue the305 journalists 
May 2006 Commission publishes 
overview of the Motorman case 
August2006 Qive Goodman, the 
royai editor of the News of the 
World, and the private investigator 
Glen Mulcaire arrested and charged 
after hacWng into messages left on 
mobile phones of Palace ades. 
Police raids reveaf that Mulcafre 
targeted up to S.OOO other people 
December 2006 Information 
Commissioner publishes a table of 
journalists who used Whittamore, !t 
is topped by the Daify Mail, with 58 
chasing 952 items of information. 
Wews of tte:WorfdiS:fifth, with 23 
journalists after 228 items

January 2©07 Goodman jailerffror . 
four months and Mulcaire for sdc 
Under phone-lapping legislation, 
Couison resigns, saying he had no 
knowledge of Goodman’s actions. 

:.:iMulcaire admits hacking into ■ , :: :  ̂
voicemails left for Eile Macpherson. 
'Max Qifford and Gordon Taylor
2007 Taylor sues the News of the
World '
March 2007 Les Hinton, then the 
diairman Qf.Newsintematiooal, ,, ■ 
publisher of the News of the World 
and owner of The Times, tells 

^Culture Select.Committee that.to .
. toe best, of his .knowledge .Goodman 
acted alone ,
May 2007 Press Complainte 
Commission concludes there is no 
evidence to conclude that Goodman 
was doing anything other than 
acting alone, but sŝ s controls at the 
News of the World were inadequate 
June 2007 David Camwoti names 
Coulson director of communications
2008 Taylor’s legal team serves the 
Information Commissioner with a 
court order, asking for details of 
News of the World reporters who 
engaged in hacWng or any other 
breaches of data protection law. 
Commissioner provides a dossier 
listing 27 foumaiists from News of 
the World and 4 from The Sun, The 
Taylor case is settled on a 
confidential basis
July 2009 The Guardian uses 
informaticn from the Taylor case to 
accuse News of the World of paying 
TO’Setie.fegat cases, Biat .threatened, 
to reveal evidence of thê use of 
illegal methods to get information 
Dan Sabtwgh
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Press Complaints Commission

M et refuses to reopen 
Murdoch papers probe
PoEce in q u iry
B y  M e g a n  M u rp h y  
a n d  S a la m a n d e r O avoudi

The Metropolitan Police has 
refused to reopen a criminal 
investigation into allega­
tions that journalists at 
Rupert Murdoch’s News 
Corporation illegally tapped 
into the mobile phones of 
hundreds of high-profile fig­
ures, saying "no additional 
evidence had come to 
light”.

John Yates, assistant 
commissioner, last night 
launched a robust defence 
of an earlier investigation 
into the claims, which even­
tually saw one former News 
of the World reporter, Clive 
Goodman, and one private 
investigator, Glenn Mul- 
caire, jailed for a variety of 
hackii^ offences in ax)7.

“Our inquiries found that 
these two men had the abil­
ity to illegally intercept 
mobile phone voicemails, 
commonly known as phone­
tapping,” Mr Yates said at a 
packed press conference 
outside Scotland Yard.

“Their potential targets 
may have run into hun­
dreds of people, but our 
inquiries showed that they 
only used the tactic against 
a ia i smaller number of 
individuals... In the vast 
majority of cases there was 
insufficient evidence to 
show that tapping had actu­
ally been achieved.”

Mr Yates, who is fre­

quently tasked with inquir­
ies that attract intense pub­
lic and media interest, had 
been asked to review the 
case by Sir Paul Stephen­
son, the Metropolitan Police 
commissioner, following 
yesterday’s claims by The 
Guardian newspaper.

While the Met’s decision 
not to reopen the investiga­
tion effectively ruled out 
further criminal prosecu­
tions, lawyers said it was 
still open for potential vic­
tims to bring civil lawsuits.

The Guardian claimed 
that News Corp had already 
paid hundreds of thousands 
of pounds to settle civil 
cases brought by Gordon

The practice of 
phone message 
tapping [is] 
deplorable'

St^ament by Eiffiffi

Taylor, the chief executive 
of the Professional Football­
ers’ Association, and at 
least two other high-profile 
figures.

A court order barring 
access to documents in Mr 
Taylor’s case was put in 
place in September 2008, 
according to the judicial 
communications office.

“I think the bluest con­
cern for News International 
is their brand,” said Neal 
Gibson, partner at Nabarro, 
the law firm. “These are

very serious all^tions. If 
there has been a systematic 
abuse of privacy laws and 
that message is repeated 
again in a civil context, it 
could have severe ramifica­
tions for the brand and the 
key individuals associated 
with the corporation.”

News Corporation 
declined to comment.

Mr Yates yesterday 
explicitly rejected specula­
tion that John Prescott, 
former deputy prime minis­
ter, had been one of the tar­
gets of the alleged hacking 
operation.

The Crown Prosecution 
Service also damped specu­
lation about a wide-ranging 
criminal probe, although it 
said it would review the 
evidence presented in the 
Goodman and Mulealre 
prosecution.

The Press Complaints 
Commls.sinn. frequently 
CTiticised for its failure to 
crack down on “rogue” 
journalistic practices, said 
it would investigate The 
Guardian’s allegations 
“without delay”.

“The PCC ^  previously 
made clear that it finds the 
practice of phone message 
tapping deplorable.”

The PCC issued specific 
recommendations to pub­
lishers to ensure such prac­
tices were eliminated, but it 
did not censure the News of 
the World and dropped a 
plan to interview Andy 
Coulson when he resigned 
2is editor in January 2007 
after the Goodman triaL
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‘W ith o u t fe a r  a n d  m ilh a u t fa v o u r ”

Friday July 10 2009

In the gutter, but 
spying on the stars
B r it is h  jo u r n a lis m  n e e d s  to  ra is e  it s  s ta n d a rd s

Journalism, laî ely an activity in 
the private sector, finds its public 
purpose m claiming to hold power 
to account, in providing an accessi­
ble record of significant events and 
decisions and in giving space to 
diverse opinion.

At least until recent years, a 
market in information, analysis 
and revelation could be both prof­
itable and civic. From the 19th cen­
tury, journalism developed an 
ethic -  that it was a craft which 
guarded the public interest. Most 
democratic societies have, in 
effect, licensed journalism to bend 
or breach laws others must 
observe in pursuit of information 
in that interest.

But there is no such defence 
available for newspapers on “fish­
ing expeditions” systematically 
paying for the illegal hacking of 
mobile phones of high profile 
^ures -  as yesterday’s Guardian 
alleges bcciifff 
Murdoch’s UK press empire.

Many of these events are alleged 
to have taken place at the News of 
the World under the editorship of 
Andy Coulson, who resigned two 
years ^o after one of his reporters 
and a private investigator were 
jailed for hacking. Mr Coulson,

who said he had no knowledge of 
these activities, is now communi­
cations chief to David Cameron, 
the Conservative leader. Yester­
day’s allegations raise serious 
questions about his suitability to 
be a close aide to a possible future 
prime minister.

Richard Thomas, the former 
information commissioner, who 
did much to publicise newspapers’ 
dirty tricks, called for ttiese to 
carry custodial sentences. 'The gov­
ernment brought in correspondiî  
amendments to the Data Protec­
tion Act last year -  then, after lob­
bying from editors, suspended 
them. They can, however, be acti­
vated on the say-so of the justice 
secretary. 'There is evidence that 
newspaper practices in this area 
have improved over the past cou­
ple of years, and this needs to be 
sustained to keep the threat of 
government int^ven^H. at bay.

More generally, British journal­
ism needs to raise its stan^ds to 
ward off the danger of statutory 
regulation. The self-regulatory 
Press Complaints CntPTTii.ssion 
should be transformed from a pas­
sive fielder of complaints to an 
authoritative setter of standards, a

forum for debate within and out­
side of journalism, and an ombuds­
man for members of the public 
individually, and the public inter­
est as a whole. Journalism faces 
many pressures: its survival as a 
necessary democratic actor 
depends on confronting its faults. 
These are many, but not incurable.
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Tory relief as 
• police say no 

to new phone 
tap inquiry
ROSS LYDALL
POLITICAL EDITOR

DAVID Cameron’s dedsion to 
stand by a controversial spin 
doctor k)oked to be vindicated 
last ni^t, when police refused 
to reopen an investigation into 
illegal phone-tappir®

me Tory leacfc had faced the 
pro^ct of a massive bfciw to 
his credibility when his director 
of communications, Andy Coul- 
son, a former editor of the N ew s 
o f the W o rld , was linked to 
riaims that the paper had used 
phone-tapping cai a hu^ scale.

This was said to have involved 
accessing mobile phone voice­
mail messages of up to 3,000 
prominent peopfe, such as for­
mer deputy prime minister John 
Prescott; Ofympics minister Tessa 
Jowell, London mayor Boris John­
son, TV cook N^plla Lawson, 
silver GeorgpMichaeland actress 
Gwyneth Paltrow.

But the Metropolitan Police 
announced yesterday that it was 
not reopening a case that re­
sulted in the jailing in January 
2007 of News o f the WorWroyd

son, who was appointed his c 
municadons chief in June i

editor Clive Goodman and a pri­
vate detective he had emptoyed 
to obtain confidential informa­
tion about Prince WiUiam.

Mr Coulson quit as editor at 
that time, saying he had “ulti­
mate responsibility”.

Mr Cameron had faced calls in 
the Commons to sack Mr Coul- 

scom- 
ijune 2007 

and is regarded as one of his key 
aides. Mr Prescott and former 
home secretary Charles Clarke 
were among those who de­
manded he be axed.

This folfowed revelations yes­
terday that News Group News­
papers -  the owner of the N ew s 
o f th e  W o rld  -  had paid more 
than £1 million to prevent cases 
coming to court that would have 
revealed the scale of illegal 
phone tapping at the paper and 
its sister tide, the Sun.

The allegations led to an emer­
gency statement in the Com­
mons and a statement by Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown, in Italy 
for the G8 summit, who said; 
“There are questions that have to 
be answered.”

But shortly after 5pm, John

Yates, the MeCs assistant com­
missioner, said the2007case was 
not being reopened.

Ih a carefiiUy worded state­
ment, he said: “No additional evi­
dence has come to light since this 
case has concluded I therefore 
consider that no further investi­
gation is required.”

He said the initial investiga­
tion had found a “sophisticated 
and wide-ranging conspiracy”, 
with hundreds of potentM 
eavesdropiping targets, but po­
lice hadbeen foie to prove “only 
a few” people had been victims 
of phone-tapping There was “no 
evidence” to suggest Mr Pres­
cott’s phone had been tapped.

Mr Yates went on: “However, I 
do recognise the very real con­
cerns, expressed today byanum- 
ber of people who believe that 
their privacy may have been in­
truded upon.

“1 therefore need to ensure 
that we have been diligpnt, rea­
sonable and senile, and talsn 
all proper steps to ensure that 
where we have evidence that 
people have been the subject of 
any form of phone-tapping or

that there is any suspicion that 
they m i^t have been, that they 
have been informed" 

Neverthelesŝ  the Crown Pros­
ecution Service (CPS) ordered a 
review of the evidence that had 
been supplied to it by police.

MPs on the Commons culture 
committee also announced the 
reopening of an investigation 
into phone-tapping with Mr 
Coulson’s old boss, Les Hinton, 
due to appear next week. Mr 
Coulson could also be called 

All day, Mr Cameron had 
stood by his communications 
chiel̂  saying he believed in “giv­
ing people a second chanĉ .

Mr Coulson has always denied 
knowledge of the actions of his 
former reporter Goodman.

Ifeir Starmei; QG, Director of 
Public Prosecutions, said: “In the 
li^ t of the fiesh allegations that 
have been maule, some prelimi­
nary inquiries have been under- 
takm and 1 have now ordered an 
urgentexaminationof themate- 
ri^ that was supplied to the CPS 
by the police three years

“1 am taking this action to sat- 
isfymy "  ‘ ‘ ‘ "
approf

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA [newspapers}, CLA [magazines} or other copyright owner. No further copying [including 
printing of digital cuttings}, digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

BB715-2
126972723 - ADAKAF - 25400030

Fade Paga 3 of 7 Article Page 1 of 5

MODI 00046323



For Distribution to CPs

Ptes» Campliiirti Cai—tUtiow

Source:
Edition:

Scotsman, The (Main)

Country. UK
Date: Friday 10, July 2009
Page: 6,7
Area: 1587 sq. cm
Circuiation: ABC 48139 Daily
BRAD info: page rate £5,410.00, see rate £26.52
Phone: 0131620 8620
Keyword; Press Complaints Commission

>durrants

■)

in relation to that materiaL"
There were also calls for the 

matter to be taken out of the 
Mefs hands. liberal Democrat 
home affairs spokesman Chris 
Huhne said a full-scak inquiry 
should be conducted indepen­
dently of the Met This was neces­
sary to ensure allegations that 
the Met and the CPS had not 
acted in other cases, for fear of 
upsetting major media organi­
sations, could be disproved.

He said; “An independent in­
quiry by either the Independent
Police Complaints Commission 
or another police force would be 
more appropriate than a further 
investigation by the Met 

“Why did prosecutions not 
take place? V\̂ y were the vic­
tims of tapping not infiarmed? 
These are matters the Metropoli­
tan Police must answer.”

Mr Cameron said; “It’s wrong 
for newspapers to breach peo­
ple's privacy with no justifica­
tion. That is why Andy Coulson 
resigned as editor of theNews o f 
th e  W o rld  two and a half years 
aga Of course, I knew about that 
reagnation before offering him 
the job. But I believe in giving 
people a second chmce.

“As director of communica­
tions for the Conservatives, he 
does an excellent job in a proper, 
upri^t way at aU times.”

The Press Complaints Com­
mission (E£L) said it would 
investigate any suggestions of 
“further transgressions” since its 
2007inquiry into the use of sub­
terfuge by journalists. “The PCC 
has previously made dear thatit 
finch the practice of phone Ines­
s a  tapping deplor Ale,” it said.

rlYdall@scotsman.com
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T r a i l  b e g a n  w i t h  h a c k i n g  o f  r o y a l  p h o n e s

Q & A
W hat is th e  basis o f th e  row  
o ver phone-tapping?
The stray has its roots in a court 
case thatsawajoumahst, Give 
Goodtaaan, and a pivate 
investigatni; QennMulcairei 
jailed in rady 2007 after haddng 
into flie phones of three staff 
woddî  for d»E Royal Earnily.

A series of stories daout 
Prince WiHiam had been run in 
Mr Goodman’s paper, the N ew s 
o f the W o rld , bas^ on 
information known only to a 
tiny number of people. This 
raised security concerns and 
prompted a police 
investigatioEL The new 
revelations suggested that the 
N ew s o f the W o rld  and its 
staMemate, The Sun, had been 
conduedng illegal phone 
tapping on a massive scale, 
targeting between 2,000 to 
3 0 0 0  prominent people.
Who w ere th e  alleged v ic tim s  of 
the  phone-tapping?

They ranged from John Prescott, 
the former deputy prime 
minister, to Gwyneth Paltrow, 
NigeUa Lawson, Boris Johnson 
and Lenny Henry.

However, the Metropolitan 
Police said last rdĝ t it had 
found no evidence that Mr 
Prescott’s phone had been 
t^ped.

W hy a re  th e  la te s t revelations  
Judged so controvers ia l?
The new d a im s were based 
upon information used in 
several law suits but which had 
never previously been made 
public The cases included a 
daim brought by Gordon 
Taylor, the former chief 
executive of the Professional 
Footballers' Association, who 
sued the N ew s o f the W o rlck  
owners after daiming that 
senior newspaper executives 
must have Imown about the 
behaviour of Goodman and 
Mulcaire. It was only on 
Wednesday ni^t that it 
emerged Mr Tayior had received 
£700,000 to agree to drop his 
case and sign a confidentiality

clause. This is because there was 
thought to be evidence in the 
case diowing that the paper was 
carrying out phone-taping on 
a massive scale.

Does th is  h ave political 
ram ifica tio n s?
Yes. The politician most at risk is 
David Cameron, the Tory leader. 
His current director of 
communications is Andy 
Coulson, who was N ew s e fth e  
W o rld  editor at the time of the 
court case involving Goodman 
and Mulcaire. Mr Cbolson 
resigned as editor on the same 
day that Goodman was 
sentenced to four months in 
prison, but maintained he had 
no knowledge of the iUe^ 
phone-taj:rping, which 
Goodman was said to have 
hidden from his bosses by 
falafying daims to allow money 
to be paid to Mulcaire for 
information he used in stories. 
Mr Coulson merely said that he 
was resigniî  as he accepted the 
buck stopped with the editor.

Yesteî y, Mr Cameron stood 
by Mr Coulson, in the face of

demands from John Prescott 
and former Home Secretary 
Chades Qadce for him to be 
sacted. Mr Coulson is regarded 
as a key lieutenant in “Team 
Cameron”, a mqor player able to 
understand the demands of the 
media.
Were th e  alleged vic tim s aware  
th a t th e ir  phones were being 
tapped?
^patently not John Prescott 
s ^  he was unaware Others, 
such as Liberal Democrat MP 
Simon Hug^s, who gave 
evidence in Goodman’s trial, 
knew his phone had been 
t̂ jped.

ifes demanded yesterday 
that the Metropolitan Police 
contact people thou^t to have 
had their phone tapped But 
legd experts said thrae was no 
obligation on the police to do 
this.

The other revelation w as that 
the secrecy deal on the T^or 
case jaevented the activities of 
another private investigator 
hired by other media from 
coming to ile t
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PHONE-TAPPING -  HOW IT WORKS
IT IS thestuff of. spy thrillers, 
but technology experts - 
siifgest.that.tapping a mobile 

. phone, is not as difficulf as it 
may appear, ; ^

Forthe most uncomplicated 
approach, two things are ^ 
required.: the number of the 
phoneitself, andthefour-diqit 
f?iP4.code used to gain remote 
access to the phone's  ̂
voicemaiL : ■ - 
. The afternati.yes are to 
.{isten Inxia.the mobile phppe 
company that connects the. 
eall̂ -which would effectly.ely 
require enlisting the help of a 
rogue employee - or seeking 
. t o  use listening, devices to ..
track a conversation a.s it 
takes place.

.. The latter option is said to 
be.the most costly and least 
litely to succeed as a result of 
the increasing complexity of 
.mobile-phones and the fact 
that voice messages are no* 
transmiftetf diqftaify. .’

It requires the use of a mini

: gadget jn .the-close: vicinity of 
the phone, wfilch.-fdols the 

.. phone into.-thinking it is its 
"base station" from which 
signals are transferred. .

Mobile users are able to 
retrieve thei r messages by ; 
diaifinq a^number- normaiiy 
the number of their phone.- 
and. then entering a personal, 
security code. But the vast y 
majority of users fail to ' ^
protect their messages by 
neglecting to  use a PIN. code 
or by keeping it as an easily 
guessed number or the .
default factory setting - ■
something like 1-234. ■ '.

. ;...However,.as--the 
Metropolitan Police's -
assistant-commissioner,
John Yates, suggested ' -
yesterday, the.results are not 
guaranteed. White many 
attempts, may have been ■
made to access phone 
conversationŝ  or stored 
-messages,, onfy a. few are 
successful, Mr Yates dalmed.
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R o y a l  s t o r i e s  r e v e a l e d  a  t a l e  o f  

p h o n e s ,  h a c k s  a n d  c e l e b r i t i e s
‘T o p  n a m e s

> •
m

s c a n d a l  t h a t  

l e d  t o  j a i l i n g  

o f  j o u r n a l i s t
Rob Waugh
THE roots of the furore sur­
rounding the use of illegal phone 
hacking by the N ew s o f the W odd 
can be traced back to two stories 
filed by former royal editor Clive 
Goodman in 2005.
They were less than earth shat­

tering -  one involved an injury to 
Prince William’s knee, the other 
an ITN Journalist lending the 

k Prince filming equipment. But 
i  what both had In common was 
)  that virtually no one outside a 

very close circle in the royal 
household could possibly 
have known about either.

Following complaints by 
Clarence House, Scotland 
Yard launched an inquiry and 
arrested Goodman in August 
2006, along with private investi­
gator Glenn Mulclaire.

During the court case that fol­
lowed, it emerged that the news­
Paper had cast its net wider than 

rince William, his brother 
Prince Harry and their father the 
Prince of Wales. How wide is now 
berinniM to become clear.

While cfoodman was jailed for 
four months for conspiring with 
Mulclaire to tap into voicemail 
messages of the royal household 
the private investigator was 
jailed for six months ^er plead­
ing guilty to five more charges 
which involved accessing other 
voicemail messages for publicist

Max Clifford, football agent Sky 
Andrew, Professional Foot­
ballers’ Association (PFA) chair­
man Gordon Taylor, MP Simon 
Hughes and supermodel Elle 
Maepherson.

The scandal quickly ended 
A n d y  Coupon’s reign as editor of 
the N e w s o f th e  W o rld . He 
announced his resignation 
shortly cifter the pair were sen­
tenced in January 2007, saying 
Goodman’s actions were “entirety 
wrong" and that he “deeply 
revetted" what had happened.

Critically, Mr Coulson insisted he 
knew rwthing about the affair and 
had resigned onfy because the ille­
gal tappir  ̂had happened on his 
watch. But the sheer scale of
phone-tapping now alleged to 
have taken place has brou^t Mr 
Coulson’s assertion back into the 
spotlight, along with questions 
about whether other senior figures 
at Rupert Mjrdoch’s News Group, 
which owns the N ew s o f the W odd, 
knew what was going oa

The full extent is beglrming to 
unravel as a result of legal action 
brought by Gordon Taylor, who 
sued News Group after his name 
emerged as a tapping target in 
the Goodman case. Mr 'laylor 
refused to accept the illegal 
activity could not have been 
known by senior executives and
News International paid him a

total of £700,000 in  costs and 
damages in an  out-of-court set­
tlement which also tied the PFA 
chairman to a secrecy clause.

But details of evidence gath­
ered in that case have found 
their way into the public domain 
via T he G u a rd ia n  and it is the 
revelation that allegedly many 
hundreds of public figures were 
bugged that threatens to blow a 
very chiU wind through the corri­
dors of Scotland Yard, the Tory 
Party and the Pre.s.s Complaints 
Commi.ssion. as well as News 
Group. Among those named as
being targeted are ex-Deputy 
Prime Minister John Prescott, 
London Mayor Boris Johnson, 
actress Gwyneth Paltrow and 
celebrity cook Nigella Lawson.
Metropolitan Police Commis­

sioner Sir Paul Stephenson has 
said he wants to quickly estab­
lish the facts 2unid claims police 
failed to investigate widescale 
alleged criminality. Mr Prescott 
has said the episode reflected 
badly on the police and he 
wanted to know why he hadn’t 
been told his phone was tapped.
The Pre.s.s Complaints Com- 

mis.sion will come under pres­
sure after its earlier probe 
accepted the N ew s o f the  W odd’s 
evidence Goodman was a “rogue 
element” and no one else krKW
about phone-tapping. 

And the role of Mr Coulson,
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,, appointed by Tory leader David 
) Cameron as party communica- 
' tions chief in 2007, is already 

under intense scrutiny. Mr 
Cameron's initial response was 
to insist he was “very relaxed” 
about the revelations. Whether 
he remains as relaxed if and 
when further information 
emerges remains to be seen.

ro b . w a u gh & yp n .co .u k
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Y O R K S H IR E  P O S T
“T h e  Y o rk sh ire  P o s t w ill la y  b e fo re  th e  p u b lic  in fo rm a tio n  

b o th  e x h a u s tiv e  a n d  p re c is e . ”
FOUNDED AS THE LEEDS INTELLIGENCES, 1754

C a l l s  g r o w  f o r  

C o u l s o n  t o  q u i t
C a m e r o n  a id e  i n  ‘p h o n e - ta p ’ s t o r m
IT is scandalous that a red- 
top tabloid newspaper 
should have, apparently, 
spent a snKtll fortune on 
tapping the voice-mails of 
politicians and celebrities 
in search, presumably, of 
person2il tittle-tattle as weU 
as snippets of more serious 
information.

It is hardly less scandalous 
that the Metropolitan 
Police chose not to inform 
the victims of this grubby 
and lUegal adivity that their 
privacy had been 
compromised, even as a 
series of quiet legal 
settlements was being 
concluded to k^p the 
whole matter secret.
Phone-tapping should be 

the sole preserve of the 
police and security services 
in pursuit of criminals and 
toTorists. Tarots of the 
News of tlte Vrorld as diverse 
as John Prescott and 
Gwyneth Paltrow are rightfy 
furious that the privacy of 
their telephone 
conversatioiB has been 
compromised.

In Mr Prescott’s case, the

ave 
jwas

Deputy Prime Minister, 
which is a grave intrusion 
with implicatiors for 
national security.
The announcement, by 

the Met, that it is not to 
carry out an inv^dgation,
is baffling; it has serious 
questions to answer about 
what the police knew and 
when.

Action is also required by 
the Press Compkdnts

Commons Culture Select 
Committ^ to establish 
the extent of phone-

,and
subject those who run 
the^ publications to the 
closest scrutiny over their 
justification for such a 
practice.
There is one other pason 

who must ask himself 
searching (questions over 
this affair -  David 
Cameron. It raises 
uncomfortable questions 
about his judgment in 
appointing Ancfy Coulson

as his media chief 
It was always a risky 

strategy to employ a man 
who had resigned in 
disgrace after the previous 
phone-tapping scandal 
These new disclosure, and 
the demands for Mr 
Coulson to be sacked, are 
an acute embarrassment 
for the Tory leader, who 
may find, as Tony Blair 
found before him, that 
when the spin doctor 
becomes the story, the 
only way to limit the 
damage is by a swift parting 
of the ways.
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New probe into paper 
, phone hacking claim

S T A R S  T A R G E T E D : L a w  c h i e f  t o  r e - e x a m in e  e v id e n c e

5 ;

ly  Press AsodafioB reporters
PROSECUTORS are to look £^ain at claims of 
alleged phone hacking 1̂  the N ew s o f the  W orld , 
it was announced last nigjit

Keir Starmer QC, the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, said he had ordered an “urgent 
examination” of material provided by the police 
three years ago. The announcement came as 
police said they would not be mounting a new 
investigation into claims thousands of public fig­
ures had their phones hacked.

Mr Starmer said he wanted to reassure him­
self and the public that “appropriate actions” 
were taken over the material He said he 
expected to make a further statement in “coming 
days”. He added: “I have no reason to consider 
that there was anything inappropriate in the 
prosecutions that were undertaken in this case. 
In the light of the fi:esh allegations that have 
been made, some preliminary inquiries have 
been undertaken and I have now ordered an 
urgent examination of the material that was sup­
plied to the CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) by 
the pohee three years ago.”

Earlier, Scotland Yard ruled out a fi:esh probe 
into the sdlegations, after new datms were made 
in T he  G u a rd ia n  newspaper yesterday.

Metropolitan Police Assistant Commissioner 
John yates said pohee had seen no additional evi­
dence since its last investigation, which ended 
with the jailing of N ew s o f th e  W o rld  royal 
reporter Clive Goodman in 2007. Mr Yates also 
said detectives had found no evidence that former 
deputy prime minister John Prescott’s phone was 
tapped. But he said police would now inform any 
potential victims that their phone may have been 
hacked where there was any su îcion.

Goadman. was jailed&E fQaE months and pri­
vate investigator Glen Mulcaire for six months 
after they were found guilty of phone hacking. 
The scandal led to the resignation of then N ew s 
o f th e  W o rld  editor Andy Conlson, who is now 
the Tories’ PR chirf. Conservative leader David 
Cameron has drfended his director of communi­
cations as Labour MPs demanded his sacking.

The cross-party Culture, Media and Sport 
Select Committee announced yesterday that it

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (including 
printing of digital cuttingsl digital reproduction/forwarding of tha cutting is parmittad except under licence from tha copyright owner.

B8715-2 ’’*9® 2 of 3 Article Page 1 of 2
1269SZ230 - ADAKAF - 2540S270

was reopening an inquiry it held after Goodman 
was jailed. The committee’s chairman, Tory MP 
John Whittingdale, the MP tor Maldon and East 
Chelmsford, said it would be asking former News 
International chirf Les Hinton whether he 
wished to amend his previous assertion that no 
other journalists knew of Mr Goodman’s activi­
ties. He said the committee may also call Mr 
Coulson to give evidence, among several News 
International executives.

Those allegedly targeted by the N ew s o f the 
W o rld  included former deputy prime minister 
John Prescott, Mayor of London Boris Johnson
and celebrities includii^ actress Gwyneth 
Paltrow and celebrity chef Nigella Lawson.

The Fh-am Complaints CnniTnis.sinn (ECC) said 
it would investigate any suggestions of “further 
transgressions” since its 2007 inquiry into the 
use of subterfuge by journalists. The furore 
broke after the G u a rd ia n  reported that News 
Group Newspapers, which publishes the N ew s o f 
th e  W orld , had paid more than £lmfllion to settle 
cases that threatened to reveal evidence of its 
journalists’ alleged involvement in telephone 
hacking. It quoted sources saying police found 
evidence of News Group st^  using private
investigators who hacked into “thousands” of 
mobile phones.

Last night, the publisher of the News of the 
World (Mended its journalists and said it would 
not “shirk flrom vigorously defending our right 
and proper role to expose wrongdoing”. A News 
International statement stressed its staff have 
been told that they must oxierate within the law 
and the industry’s code of conduct, addii^ how­
ever; that the hrformation Commissioner identi­
fied 31 newspaxiers and magazines said to have
nsedpivate iavestigatojsj:
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P h o n e - h a c k i n g  c l a i m s  t o  b e  r e - e x a m i n e d

DIREQ O R OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS ORDERS URGENT REVIEW

PROSECOTORS are to look 
again at claims of alleged 
phone hacking by the News of 
the Wbrid, ft was announced 
last night.

Keir Stamer the di­
rector of public prosecutions, 
said he had ordered an “ur­
gent examination” of mate­
rial provided by the police 
three years ago.

The announcement came 
as police said they would not 
be mounting a new inves­
tigation into claims thou­
sands of public figures had 
their phones hacked.

Mr Starmer said he wanted 
to reassure Mmself and the

Kfifr Starmen review-

public that “appropriate ac­
tions” were taken over the 
material. He said: “In the 
l i ^ t  of the fresh allegations

that have been made, some 
preliminary inquiries have 
been undertaken and I have 
now ordered an iiqjent ex­
amination of the material 
that was supplied to the CPS 
by the police three years 
ago.”
, Earlier, Scotland Yard ruled 
out a fresh probe into the 
allegatioiB, after new claims 
were made in The Guardian 
newspaper yesterday.

Metropolitan Police Assis­
tant Commissioner John 
Yates said police had seen no 
additional evidence since its 
last investigation, which end­
ed with the jailing of News of

the World royal reporter Give 
Goodman in 2007.

Mr Yates also said detec­
tives had found no evidence 
that former deputy prime 
m inister John Prescott’s 
phone was tapped.

But he said police would 
now inform any potential vic­
tims that their phone may- 
have been hacked where 
there -was any suspicion.

Goodman was jailed for 
four months and private in­
vestigator Glenn Mulcaire for 
six months after they were 
found guilty of phone hack­
ing. The scandal led to the 

Continued on Page S

Produced by Durrants under iicance from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines] or other copyright owner. No further copying [including 
printing of digital cuttings], digital reproduction/forwardlng of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

88715-2 Pack Page 2 of 3 Article Page 1 of 2
127Q24938 - ADAKAF - 25410579

................

MODI 00046331



For Distribution to CPs

P ra n  CoiapialMS Cann towow

Source;
Edition;
Country;
Date;
Page;
Area;

P ress B Jo u rna l [AberdeenJ (M ain)

UK
Friday 10, July 2009 
1,5
441 sq. cm 

Circulation; ABC 15433 Daily 
BRAD info; page rate F11,770.00, see rate £26.75 
Phone; 01224 690 222
Keyword; P ress C om pla in ts Com m ission

>durrants

C la im s

p r o m p t

‘u r g e n t ’

r e v ie w

PHONE-TAPPING 
PROBE TO REOPEN

m j

C o n t in u e d  f r o m  Pa g e  1 
resignation of then News 
of the World editor Andy 
Coulson, who is now the 
Tbries’ PR chief

C onservative leader 
David Cameron has de­
fended his director of com­
munications as Labour 
MPs lined up to demand 
his sacking.

The cross-party culture, 
media and sport select 
committee said yesterday 
it was reopening an in­
quiry it held after Good­
man was jailed.

The committee’s chair­
man, Tbry MP John Whit- 
tingdale, said it would ask 
ftirmer News Internation­
al ch ief Les H inton  
whether he wished to 
amend his previous asser­
tion that no other jour­
nalists knew of Mr Good­
man’s activities. He said 
the committee may also 
call Mr Ceiftson to give 
evidence, among several 
present and former News 
International executives.

Those allegedly targeted 
by the News of the World 
included ex-depuly prime 
minister John Prescott, 
London mayor Boris John­
son and celebrities includ­
ing Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Nigella Lawsoa

Mr Yates said the inquiry 
had not uncovered any ev­
idence to suggest that Mr 
Prescott’s phone had been 
t^ped.

The Press Complaints 
Commis.sion said it would 
investigate any sugges­
tions of “ftufther transgres­
sions” since its 2007 in­
quiry into the use of 
subterfuge by journalists.

The furore broke after 
the Guardian reported 
that News Group News­
papers, which publishes 
theNews of the World, had 
paid out more Ilian £lmil- 
lion to settle cases that 
threatened to reveal evi­
dence of its journalists’ al­
leged involvement in tele­
phone hacking.
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Police ru le  out probe into claim s 
ce leb rities' phones w ere tapped

^  T o r y  le a d e r  

*  ) b a c k s  h i s  s p in  

d o c t o r  o v e r  

a l le g a t io n s
TORCUIL CRICHTON
CHIEF UK POLITICAL 
CORRESPONDENT

DAVID Cameron was last 
night sticking doggedly to his 
senior spin doctor, the former 
News of the World editor 
Andy Coulson, against calls 
for his resignation over allega­
tions of mass phone tapping 
by the newspaper Mr Coulson 
once edited.

The Tory leader was given 
cause to believe he had made 
the correct judgment when 
the M etropolitan Police 
announced they would not 

) be investigating claims by The 
■ Guardian newspaper that 

police had found evidence 
of News of the World staff 
using private investigators 
who hacked into “thousands” 
of mobile phones during Mr 
Coukon’s tenure.

The political storm broke 
around Mr Cameron and his 
spin doctor when the Guard­
ian reported that News Group 
Newspapers, which publishes 
the News of the World, had 
paid out more than £lm  to 
settle cases before evidence 
revealed its journalists’ all^«i 
involvement in hacking the 
phones of politicians, sports 
stars and celebrities. Those 
allegedly targeted included 
former deputy prime minister 
John PrKCott, Mayor of Lon­
don Boris Johnson and celebri­
ties including actress Gwyneth

Paltrow, celebrity chef Nigella 
Lawson and supermodel Elle 
Maepherson.

Mr Coulson resigned as 
News of the World editor in 
2(X>7 after its royal editor, Clive 
Goodman was sentenced to 
four months in prison for plot­
ting to hack into telephone 
messages belonging to royal 
aides. Several months later he 
was appointed by Mr Cameron 
and is credited with giving the 
Tory leader a sharper media 
image.

Although Conservative 
Central Office will breathe a 
sigh of relief that he will not 
be swept up in a police inves­
tigation, Mr Coulson, who 
issued narrowly-defined deni­
als of knowing about phone 
tapping, will feel the heat of a 
renewed Commons inquiry.

There will also be a Press 
Complaints Commission 
investigation and the promise 
of further revelations by The 
Guardian, which claims the 
use of phone taps was ̂ tem - 
ic at the News of the World. 
The Crown Prosecution Serv­
ice said it was reviewing its 
evidence from royal phone 
tapping case.But one of the 
central planks ofThe Guardi­
an’s allegations was dealt a 
blowwhen Assistant Commis­
sioner John Yates of Scotlsmd 
Yard, who led the politically- 
charged cash-for-honours 
investigation, said no new evi­

dence had come to light to re­
open the royal phone tapping 
investigation and he stated 
there was evidence to support 
only a handfiil of individuals 
having their phone voicemail 
messages hacked by private 
investigators.

Mr Yates blew the most 
politically sensational claims 
ofThe Guardian -  that former 
Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott had his phon e tapped 
-  clean outofthewater.There 
was no evidence pointing to 
that happening, said Mr Yates, 
although he did admit that 
obtaining evidence of tapping 
was technically challenging.

Butwith police facing ques­
tions over why thw took no 
action, the mix or criminal 
all^ations, tabloid tactics and 
a whiff of political scandal 
mean the story will not disap­
pear quickly and Mr Coulson 
mey still be forced to resign, if 
onty for breaking the golden 
spin doctor rule of becoming 
the centre of the story.

Labour, wh ich  has 
expressed private glee and 
public caution on the issue, 
see the affair as a perfect mir- 
rorforvengeance on the Tories 
over the embarrassing demise 
of Gordon Brown’s special 
adviser, Damian McBride, 
who had to resign after creat­
ing fictitious email allegations 
about leading Tories.

Mr Cameron last night di^

his heels in to defend Mr Coul­
son. “It’s wrong for newspa-

leader said. “That is wly Andy 
Coulson resigned as editor 
of the News of the World. Of 
course I knew about that res­
ignation before offering him 
the job. But I believe in giving 
people a second chance. As 
director of communications 
for the Conservatives, he does 
an excellent job in a proper, 
upright way at all times.”

The Prime Minister, attend­
ing the G8 conference in 
Italy, said serious questions 
had to be answered but left 
the issue for the police. In 
the Commons, Home Office 
MinisterDavid Hanson faced 
a barrage of sometimes syn­
thetic mry from Laboxir and 
LibDem MPs demanding the 
Conservatives sack Mr Ooul- 
son. Labour, while hying to 
maintain decorum, is revel­
ling in the Coulson fiorore.

Dennis MeShane MPsaid it 
was a (juestion of David Cam­
eron’s judgment and Labour’s 
Ann Qwyd said Mr Coulson 
ought to have his Westminster 
pass taken from him.

John Whittingdale MP, the 
Tory chair of the Commons 
culture select committee, said it 
was “Kke^ to call Mr Coulson 
to give evidence as part of an 
investigation into how journal­
ists obtaii »
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whether executiws knew about 
the methods thq? employed.

The Press Complaints Coni- 
missioji (KSTsawTirwould 
investigate any suggestions of

Leader comment Page 16

' i r C i i l s i i w i l l

f e i l t l i l i a t i f

m m m B i

ANDY OJOLSON: Editor during 
the period of the allefations.
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P u b l i s h e r  i n s i s t s  s t a f f  

a r e  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d
THE publisher of the News 
of the Worid yesterday 
defended its journalists, 
saying: “we will not shirk 
from v̂ cHwusly defending 
our right and proper role to 
expose wrongdoing”.

The newspaper is 
embroiled in allegations that 
thousands of public hgures 
had their phmies tapped.

hi a statement. News 
hitematimial said it was 
prevented by “confidentiality 
obligations” from discussing 
allegations diat appeared in 
The Guardian yesterday.

But the statemmit stressed 
that News of the Worid staff 
had bemi told clearly tihat 
they must operate within die 
law and the industry's code of 
conduct

In 2007, News <rf the Worid 
journalist Clive Goodman 
and private investigator Glen

Mulcaire were jailed for 
phone tapping.

The following month Les 
Hhiton, then executive chair­
man of News International, 
testified to a committee of 
MPs that Mr Goodman had 
been acting alone.

The statement added: 
“Since February 2007, News 
Intemational h^ continued 
to work with its jmtmalists 
and its industry partners to 
ensure that its journalists 
fully comply with both the 
relevant legislation and the 
rigorous requirements of the 
PCC's Code of Conduct”

The Information 
Commisrioner identified 31 
publications said to have 
used private iiwestiĝ tors 
in 2006, said the company, 
which reaffirmed its right to 
eiqiose confidential informa­
tion in the public interest
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FOUNDED ON MONDAY JANUARY 27, 1783

J o u r n a l i s t s  a c c u s e d
Allegations raise serious questions
H ACK: common epithet executives that the jailing of 

for a workaday journal­
ist or the practice of 
gaining xmauthorised 

access to computer files or infor­
mation. Among the word’s many 
dictionary definitions, those two 
caught the eye yesterday, follow­
ing revelations in The Guardian 
that Rxrpert Murdoch’s News
Group newspapers paid out 
more than £lm  to settle cases 
that threatened to reveal 
News of the World journalists’ 
involvement in criminal 
methods to get stories. If true, 
the hacks had been hacking, or 
paying others to do their dirty 
work. It is alleged that private 
investigators were paid to hack 
into the mobile phones of 
hundreds, perhitps thousands, 
of politicians, film stars and 
otherpublic figures, and gained 
unlawfiil access to confidential 
private data such as tax records 
and bank steitements. Stories 
then appeared with no refer­
ence to the illegal source. If 
substantiated, the scale of this 

arid fhe
backlash could threaten genu­
ine investigative journalism.

When the Coimnons Culture 
Committee considered this 
matter two years ago, it was 
assured by News International

News of the World reporter 
Qive Goodman for hacking 
phone messages of the Prince 
of Wales's household repre­
sented a single rotten apple in 
the barrel. Similar statements 
were made to fire FVe.ss Com­
plaints Commis.sinn (PCQ. 
which subsequently issued an 
anodyne warning to editors 
about ensuring that staff and 
contributors complied with data 
protection legislation. Hacking 
is illegal under the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act 2000 
and there is no public interest 
defence. Blagging -  access­
ing confidential databases by 
deception -  is illegal under 
the 1998 Data Protection Act, 
though such actions can be 
justified by legitimate public 
interest.

As demonstrated by the Daily 
Telegraph’s revelations on 
MPs’ expenses and aflowances, 
undercover investi^tive work 
can play an important role in 
e;^psing wrongdoing is 
part of an honourable tradition 
in an open society. However, 
that tradition is devalued and 
could be put at risk if journalists
ignore legal requirements and 
embark on large-scale “fish­
ing expeditions” in the hope of

harvesting salacious celebrity 
tittle-tattle.

The government rejected 
a call from the Information 
Commissionerfor a two-year 
maximum prison sentence for 
breaching data protection 
legislation, largely because it 
did not seem to square with 
notions of press ^edom . 
However, if this freedom is 
abused, pressure for harsher 
sentences will be renewed and 
genuine investigative reporting 
could be put at risk.

This story also plays into the 
hands of those who depict the 
PCC as a toothless tiger. Why 
did it not interview Andy Coul- 
son, now the Tory director of 
corrununications,who resigned 
as News of the Worid editor 
overthis issue? Nowthe 
commission has imdertaken to 
re-examine the phone-haddng 
aDegations in what must be 
regarded as a final test of press 
self-regulation.

The Culture Committee will 
also re-open its jnvesti^tion 
into iMs issue. In particular, 
monbers need to know, if 
Goodman was a lone rogue 
operator, why did the paper 
pay huge out-of-court settle­
ments? And if Mr Coulson did 
not authorise these c s s s j i
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who did? If the scale of hacking 
and blagging on his watch was 
on the scale described by The 
Guardian, one would expect 
any editorworth his salt to ask 
where these stories were coming 
from. The fact that senior politi­
cians, including Tessa Jowell and 
then Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott, are among those 
alleged to have had their privacy 
violated, rciises questions over 
Mr Coulson’s current job cit the 
heart of the Tory party.

Finalfy, both the Metro­
politan Police and the Crown 
Prosecution Service still have 
some explcuning to do. A 
truncated Met investigation 
yesterday dealt only with the 
Goodman case, while, accord­
ing to the Information Commis­
sion, 27 News of the World 
journalists were involved in 
obtaining information poten­
tially illegally.

News Intemedional titles 
publish some good stories and 
British journalism would be less 
coloxirfiil without them, but no 
company is above the law.
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,,Pyb|lc figures who believe they ■ ■ ■.
were victims of alleged phone > v
hacking by Investigators hired ; ■ v ■... .■
by the Mews of the World are 
considering suing the paper.
One lawyer told the BBC he has 
had two enquiries and that more 
celebrities and politicians were 
seeking advice.

" la im s

Sir Aiex Ferguson's phone messages were allegedly recorded

Vanessa Feltr: ’'I'm shocked, I'm bewildered at what seems to pass for journalism these days°Mark Stephens, of law firm 
Finers Stephens Innocent, 
said Mr Yates' statement seemed "not to address the possibility that 
there had been a criminal attempt or criminal conspiracy'*.
He said the director of public prosecutions, Keir Starmer QC, could 
force police to reopen the investigation or order the release of 
docurneiits ŝeared** by'civff courts tmrf'er case'cofiffdentfslfy 
agreements.
This couid shed light on whether other high-proRle figures had been 
phone hacking victims, he added.
Seeking reassurance
Mr Starmer has said he wants to reassure himself and the public that 
'‘appropriate actionŝ  were taken by the police three years ago.
"Given the nature of the offences, the amount of material is, of course, 
extensive and complex, but it has all been located and a small team is

It follows claims in the Guardian 
that the tabloid paid £lm to settle 
legal cases which threatened to expose the use of illegal methods to 
get stories.
Scotland Yard has said it will not investigate the fresh allegations.
In its latest revelations, the Guardian names Manchester United 
manager Sir Alex Ferguson and former England captain Alan Shearer 
among those whose messages were allegedly Intercepted.
Three inquiries have been launched by the director of public 
prosecutions, the Press Complaints Commission and a Commons select 
committee.
'Insiifftcient evidence'
The Met has already conducted an investigation into phone hacking by 
journalists at the News of the World.
Et resulted in royal editor Clive Goodman and private investigator Glen 
Mufcalre being jailed for four and six months respectively in January 
2007.
The scandal led to the resignation of then editor Andy Coulson, who is 
now the Conservatives' PR chief.
On Thursday, Met Assistant Commissioner John Yates said Scotland 
Yard would not reopen its fifes on the case because no new evidence 
had come to light.
He said Goodman and 
Hufcaire had undertaken a 
"sophisticated and wide- 
ranging conspiracy to gather 
private and personal data”.
He added the Inquiry had 
focused soleiy on phone 
hacking, and in the vast 
majority of cases, there was 
"insufficient evidence" that 
interception had happened.
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now rapidly working through it," he said.
The Commons culture, media and sport select committee has 
announced it will reopen an inquiry held after Goodman was jailed and 
may call Mr Coulson to give evidence.
During the Goodman trial, it emerged Muicaira had hacked into the 
phones of model Elle Macpherson, publicist Max Clifford, Simon Hughes 
MP and the Professional Footballers' Association's Gordon Taylor.
But the Guardian dalms they were among "two or three thousand" 
figures targeted.
News International, the parent company of News Group, said it would 
be "fnapprapnate" to comment on the Guardian's allegations.
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News International responds to allegations made in the 
Guardian newspaper

Posted: 0 9 /0 7 /0 9  By; Judith Townend  
em ail th is  story | post a com m ent
News International has reacted to allegations made in the 
Guardian new spaper that Rupert Murdoch's group of newspapers 
had 'paid out more than £ lm  to settle legal cases th a t threatened  
to reveal evidence of [N I] journalists' repeated involvem ent in the  
use of criminal methods to get stories'.

In  a statem ent issued this evening, the corporation said: "News 
International is prevented by confidentiality obligations from  
discussing certain allegations made in the Guardian newspaper 
today."

However, 'in light of the assertions about activities of News of the  
World journalists', the company said it wished to set out its version 
of a 'chronology of events and the Company's response to them .'

"Since February 20 07 , News International has continued to work  
with its journalists and its industry partners to ensure that its 
journalists fully comply with both the relevant legislation and the  
rigorous requirem ents of the PCC's Code of Conduct. At the same  
tim e, we will not shirk from vigorously defending our right and 
proper role to expose wrongdoing in the public interest," the  
statem ent said.

The Guardian reported yesterday that there had been out-of-court 
settlem ents in three cases "that threatened to expose evidence of 
Murdoch journalists using private investigators who illegally hacked 
into the mobile phone messages of numerous pubjlc figures to gain 
unlawful access to confidential personal data, including tax records, 
social security files, bank statem ents and itemised phone bills".

I t  alleged th a t the 'suppressed legal cases' could be linked back to 
the imprisonment in January 2007 of a News of the World reporter, 
Clive Goodman, who was sentenced under the Regulation of

1 0 2
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Investigatory Powers Act for hacking into the mobile phones of 
three royal staff.

Following the Guardian's revelations, the House of Commons select 
committee for culture, media and sport today announced that it 
would open an inquiry into phone hacking at the News of the 
W orld new spaper.

TrTalieaTlrrg in AprTT2lD097hbwever, com m ittee chairm an, John  
W hittingdale, told the journalist Nick Davies: "We did do an
investigation both into Motorman [investigation undertaken by the 
Information Commissioner's Office into alleged offences under data 
protection legislation] and into Goodman so I do not want to revisit 
old ground too much."

Nick Davies, who exclusively reported the allegations for the 
Guardian newspaper yesterday afternoon, had told the committee in 
April that he believed there was 'a real will on the part of the PCC 
[Press Complaints Commission] to avoid uncovering the truth about 
phone hacking' and that newspapers still used private investigators;

"It is wrong but they are not doing anything about it and that 
continues despite Motorman. All that has happened is that they 
have got a little bit more careful about it. I  actually got to know that 
network of private investigators who were exposed in Motorman. 
Years after that I was In the office of one of them and he was taking 
phone calls from newspapers while I was there," Davies told the 
committee.

Today, the Press Complaints Commission, which previously 
published its fin d in gs two years ago, said that 'any suggestion 
that further transgressions have occurred since its report was 
published in 2007 will be investigated without delay'. In addition, 
the body said it would begin to investigate 'the older cases, which 
suggest the Commission has been misled at any stage of its 
inquiries into these matters'.

Update: Responding to News International's statement, Nick Davies 
told Journalism.co.uk that it 'is very striking that they make no 
denial' of the allegations. "For example, of the estimate we have 
from two sources on the Scotland Yard inquiry that News of the 
World journalists hacked thousands of phones; nor that there is 
evidence of other News of the World journalists being involved - no 
denial of a single line in our stories."

"There's not much in there," Davies said. "The most interesting line 
is the opening one where the reference to confidentiality implicitly
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confirms the fact that they made a confidential deal with Gordon 
Taylor [chief executive of the Professional Footballers' Association] 
and two others."

Davies added that John Yates, Metropolitan Police assistant 
commissioner, who announced on Thursday that there is no need 
for further police investigation, had not denied the 'thousands' 
of phones claim either: "He speaks only of 'hundreds' of potential

t jf^ C itv e ----------
Goodman as a lone reporter, he doesn't talk about the activities of
the other News of the World journalists who were involved."

• Additional coverage over on the Journalism .co.uk  
Editors' Blog at this link.

• The Guardian has produced a background tim eline at 
th is  link.

• The Guardian has printed a response to John Yates' 
statem ent here.

The chronology, as claim ed by News International, in its
statem ent:

• May 2006; "The Information Commissioner published a 
report entitled 'What Price Privacy?' This outlined the use of 
private investigators by the media, insurance companies, 
solicitors and local authorities in order to obtain personal 
information during the period from early 2001 to early 2003."

• December 2006: "The Information Commissioner published 
a follow-up to his report of May 2006. This contained a list of 31 
newspapers and magazines said to have used private 
investigators to obtain confidential information, which included 
titles from Associated Newspapers, Trinity Mirror, News 
International, Guardian Media Group and others. The 
Information Commissioner reaffirmed the right to obtain 
confidential information to prevent or detect crime or in the 
course of genuine investigatory journalism that can be justified 
in the public interest. These reports were examined in depth and 
attracted significant press coverage following their publication."

• A ugust 2006: "News of the World journalist Clive Goodman 
and Glen Mulcaire, a private investigator, were arrested and 
charged with illegal interception of communications under the 
Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000; This followed a 
police investigation with which News International fully 
cooperated."

• January 2007: "Clive Goodman was sentenced to four 
months in prison and Glen Mulcaire received a sentence of six 
months in prison. Andy Coulson, the Editor of the News of the
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World, resigned taking ultimate responsibility. Colin Myler was 
subsequently appointed the new editor of the News of the 
World."

• February 2007: "Colin Myler wrote to every member of staff 
on the newspaper clearly setting out the conduct expected of 
journalists as employees and subsequently implemented a 
sustained compliance programme along the following principles: 
all journalists must operate within the law; all journalists must 
a d h e r e to " th e ^ C C ^ o c te i3 f  C o n d n c t^ s ^ e t^ u T T rT th ie T F c b ^ h tra c ts ^  
of employment; every member of staff has a duty to represent 
the News of the World in a professional manner; all journalists 
attended regular training seminars on legal and PCC issues."

• March 2007: "Les Hinton, then executive chairman of News 
International, appeared before the culture media and sport 
select Committee. Mr Hinton testified that, to the best of his 
knowledge, following internal investigations, Goodman was 
acting alone".

T a g s (click tag to find related articles; click icon for feed): 
new s of the w orld @| rupert murdoch news international 

nick davies guardian new spaper @| phone hacking
Sign  up here for our free, daily email newsletter to get all the 
latest stories, jobs, tips and more.
Got a story? Email our news team: Laura Oliver; Judith  
Townend or telephone +44 (0)1273 384290. You can also follow 
us on Twitter: @ journalism new s / @ LauraOliver / @JTownend.
Comments
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2. NEWS OF THE WORLD:
, PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS - THURSDAYguardi3 ii.co .iih

N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  p h o n e - h a c k in g :  P r e s s  

w a t c h d o g  r e o p e n s  in v e s t ig a t io n s
Press Complaints Commission to probe allegations of phone 
hacking by Murdoch journalists in light of Guardian revelations

Jam es R obinson
guardian.co.uk, Thursday 9  July 2 0 0 9  H 49  BST

The Press Complaints Cnrnmi.s.sinn is to investigate allegations of phone hacking by 
News of the World journalists in the light of new evidence uncovered bv the Guardian 
about the extent of the practice "without delay".

In a statement on its website, the PCC also said it would contact the Guardian and the 
Information Commissioner to obtain examples of specific incidents where phone 
hacking was used by journalists at the paper.

"The PCC has previously made clear that it finds the practice of phone message tapping 
deplorable," the watchdog said. "Any suggestion that further transgressions have 
occurred since its report was published in 2007 will be investigated without delay."

The commission conducted an investigation into phone-hacking and other methods of 
obtaining information by "subterfuge" in 2007 after Clive Goodman, the former royal 
editor of the News of the World, was jailed for obtaining information illegally. Glenn 
Mulcaire, a private investigator who was on the News of the World payroll and was used 
by Goodman, was also jailed.

The commission could now reopen its investigation, which sought to establish whether 
such techniques were widespread in Fleet Street.

In its statement, the PCC said it had held the 2007 enquiry because it believed the 
Goodman case "threatened to undermine public confidence in investigative journalism". 
Goodman's activities breached the PCC Code of Conduct, which includes strict 
instructions on how information can be obtained. Clause 10 of the code bans the 
practice of intercepting phone calls and messages imless there is a strong public interest.

The PCC issued six "specific recommendations to publishers to ensure that phone 
message tapping -  where it had taken place -  was eliminated". It did not censure the 
News of the World, however, and also dropped a plan to interview Andy Coulson after 
he resigned as the paper's editor in January 2007 in the wake of the Goodmrm case, 
choosing instead to question his successor, Colin Myler.

"The PCC is contacting the Guardian newspaper and the Information Commissioner for 
any further specific information in relation to the claims published today about the older 
cases," the regulator said.

It added it would seek to establish whether it had "been misled at any stage of its 
incjuiries into these matters".

• To contact the MediaGuardian news desk email editor@mediaguardian.co.uk or phone 
020 3353 3857. For all other inquiries please call the main Guardian switchboard on 
020 3353 2000.

• If you are writing a comment for publication, please mark clearly "for publication".
Ads bv G oode
B a n k r u p tc y  F r e e  I n  A  T>av
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giiardiaii,co.ak

M e t  p o l ic e  b o d y  c a l ls  f o r  m e e t in g  t o  

d is c u s s  p h o n e - h a c k in g  r e v e la t io n s
Some members of Metropolitan Police Authority dismayed at 
Boris Johnson's hands-off stance

Helene MiiOiolIan d
guardian.co.uk, Thursday 9 July 2009 10.59 BST

Boris Johnson, t!ie iiiayor of London. Photograph: Stefan Rouss«iu/PA

Members of the MetropoMtan Police Authority today called for a meeting to  probe the 
"breathtaMiig" revelations in today's Guardian that Scotland Yard failed to tell public 
figures and senior politicians that their phones were being hacked by journalists 
working for Rupert Murdoch's News Group.

Some members of the London assembly who sit on the authority were dismayed that 
Boris Johnson, who is its chairman, said it was not his job to get involved with the 
policing implications outlined in today’s report.

Johnson said he had not read the coverage but had "no doubt" the police would do the 
right thing, as the people of London would expect.

Johnson, the mayor of London, was among the individuals believed to have been 
targeted by investigators working on behalf of Hews Group newspapers when he was 
stil shadow higher education minister for the Conservatives.

Evidence was suppressed involving journalists at the News of the World who used 
private investigators to illegally hack into the mobile phone messages of numerous 
public figures, including the then-deputy prime minister, John Prescott, and to gain 
unlawful access to confidential personal data, the Guardian revealed today.

The MetropoKtan police took the controversial decision not to inform public figures 
whose phones had been targeted, and the Crown Prosecution Service decided not to take 
News Group executives to court.

One of the former News Group journalists in the spotlight is Andy Coulson, the former 
editor of the News of the World who is now David Cameron’s communications chief.

Johnson insisted it would "not be right” for Mm to intervene in the affair.

"Obviously as chair of the MPA it would not be right for me to intervene at all in any 
operational decision they might make," he told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme.

The MPA’S main role is to hold the Met commissioner to account and ensure an effective 
and efficient police service. Pressed on whether he would call on the commissioner to

http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2009/jul/09/met-police-boris-phone-hacldiig
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investigate the failure to inform targets, Johnson said: "I'm sure the Met commissioner 
will take account of whatever allegations have been made in the Guardian, but I am sure 
he will go ahead and take the proper procedures and decide on whether he needs to take 
action."

In an interview with Five Live, Johnson said most great stories involved someone acting 
illegally. The issue was whether they were in the public interest.

He made a distinction between the Daily Telegraph's series on MPs’ expenses and 
revelations about celebrities' personal lives. In the expenses scandal, a disk was passed 
to the Telegraph via intermediaries from the Conunons, and Johnson said most people 
would agree the paper had been right to use the information.

Jenny Jones, a Green party member of the London assembly who also sits on the MPA, 
criticised Johnson's "rabbit in the headlights" stance.

"Even if he is involved [as one of the public figures whose phone was hacked] it would be 
appropriate to invite the commissioner and to say why he did not pass it on," Jones said. 
"In some ways he has to defend the commissioner and the police service if there is going 
to be criticism, so he needs to know."

jj^i, Jones called on the mayor to reinstate a full authority meeting scheduled in two weeks'
( time that she said was "arbitrarily cancelled" by his deputy. Kit Malthouse.

She added: "The disturbing thing is if there was proof that phones had been hacked, why 
did [the police] not get in touch with people themselves? That is the worrying aspect."

John Biggs, a fellow MPA member who is deputy leader of the Labour group, echoed 
Jones's call for a meeting to be held this month in light of todays report.

The police authority has a duty to "discretely ensure" the police investigate all matters of 
reasonable interest to the general public, said Biggs.

"If ultimately we feel the police service had not properly investigated this, we would 
want to delve further and investigate it fiorther as necessary. For the police authority to 
get involved there needs to be a perceived feilure of policing."

James Cleverly, a Tory member of the MPA who is Johrrson's youth ambassador, hacked 
the mayor and insisted it was not the authority's job to investigate what he described as 
"live cases".

"If the mayor started to get involved in deciding the case-by-case decisions of the Met 
then it would become part of the executive," said Cleverly.

( J  But he conceded that the MPA could retrospectively look at why the police did not
" inform individuals at the time that their phones had been hacked so that it could inform

policy in the future.

Dee Dooĉ , a Liberal Democrat zissembly member on the MPA, said the revelations in 
today's Guardian were "breathtaking".

"It is disturbing in the extreme if for any reason the Metropolitan police made a decision 
not to inform everyone who has been a victim of such serious crimes, and we need to 
hear from the Met whether or not this is the case," she said.

"We also need to know why there is so much secrecy surrormding the civil actions that 
have taken place since a reporter for the News of the World was jailed for committing 
this crime.

"Questions need to be answered by the Met as to who knew what and when, whether any 
further prosecutions £ure likely, and what steps the police are taking to ensure that no 
one individual or organisation is above the law."

The MPA said the full meeting scheduled for this month had been cancelled because the 
main item on the agenda, the report from the MPA Race and Faith inquiry, would not be

httn ://w w w . euardian.co .uk/Dolitics/2009/iul/09/met-police-boris-phone-hacking

108

09/07/2009

MODI 00046346



For Distribution to CPs

M et police body calls fo r meeting to discuss phone-hacking revelations j Po litics [ gua... Page 3 o f 3

ready in time. However, this report is still in the process of being completed and will 
now not be ready for the July meeting.

A spokeswoman was unable to say at this point whether the meeting would be 
reconvened in light of the matters arising from the Gucirdian’s coverage.
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N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  p h o n e - h a c k in g  a f f a i r  

V e r y  s e r io u s ’ , s a y s  G o r d o n  B r o w n
Speaking from G8 in Italy, prime minister says Guardian story 
raises questions that need to be considered

H e l ^ e  M uihoiland
guardian.co.uk, Thursday 9 July 2 0 0 9 1 5 .2 0  BST

Gordon Brown said today the questions raised by the phone-hacking a S s ir were "very 
serious".

The prime minister told a press conference at the G8 in L'Aquila, Italy; "This raises 
questions that are very serious, that will have to be considered. And I understand the 
police are considering an inquiry and so I have nothing more to say."

In the Commons, David Hanson, the police minister, claimed today that neither the 
government nor Scotland Yard were aware of allegations that Rupert Murdoch's News 
Group had hacked the answeiphone messages of thousands of public figures until the 
Guardian published its report today.

"My understanding is that both the Metropolitan police, and indeed myself and my right 
honourable friend the home secretary, discovered these allegations on the production of 
the newspapers overnight and this morning," Hanson told the Commons today.

The minister's claim that the police were unaware of the phone-hacking was made in 
response to a question from Keith Vaz, the home affairs select cormnittee chairman, who 
pointed out that his committee had been told by senior officers in its recent inquiry into 
the arrest of shadow immigration spokesman Damian Green that the home secretary 
and other politicians on the Metropolitan Police Authority were routinefy informed of 
any investigation involving a high-profile politician.

Hanson stood in for Alan Johnson, the home secretary, to field a series of questions by 
MPs following the Guardian's report highhghdng widespread phone-hacking in 2006 by 
the News of the World, whose editor at the time was Andv Coutson. now David 
Cameron's head of commimications.

Johnson was attending the Association of Chief Police Officers' conference in 
Manchester as Hanson struggled to answer most of the queries raised this morning on 
the grounds that the Guardian allegations were news to both the government and to the 
police.

The minister told MPs that the Met was "urgently considering" the allegations and 
would make a statement later, though not necessarily today. "These are serious 
allegations that have been made. Th^ deserve an examination."

Evan Harris, the Lib Dem MP for Oxford West and Abingdon who had demanded the 
emergency statement from Hanson, said the Guardian's story had raised fears that 
surveillance was now undertaken not just by the government, but also the media. "We 
all want to see healthy, responsible investigative journalism," he said, "especially of 
public figures who wield powier -  but that must be within the law...

"It win be extremely toxic for our democracy if vested interests are seen to be able to buy 
their way out, in some way, of the criminal justice system."

John Whittingdale, the Tory chair of the culture committee, said that while it was well 
known at the time that a private investigator had intercepted calls hy  a wide number of 
people, the chair of News International had given a "categoric assurance" that no other
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journalist beyond Clive Goodman had any involvement or knowledge in that matter.

The committee took evidence from Les Hinton, who ran Rupert Murdoch's stable of 
British newspapers at the time, about phone hacking at the News of the World during an 
earlier 2007 inquiry into self-regulation of the press.

That was prompted, in part, by the arrest of Goodman, the former News of the World 
royal editor, in August 2006 on charges of obtaining information illegally. Goodman 
was jailed in January 2007, prompting Coulson's resignation.

The matters that came to light have prompted the Cormnons committee to launch an 
urgent investigation. Whittingdale asked Hanson whether he was aware of any evidence 

_____ to contradict Hinton's previous statement.______________________________

"And when my select committee reopens its inquiry as we have decided to do, will he ask 
the Metropolitan police to provide us with any information that they have relevant to 
this case?"

Hanson said he would take care of what Whittingdale had suggested but that the 
allegations were still being examined at this stage.

Hanson was similarly unable to answer David Davis, the former shadow home secretary, 
when he raised his concerns about the fact that none of the public figures targeted for 
surveillance had been notified that they were the victims of a crime. "Now that is a 
matter for the home secretary. Can he give an answer to that?"

But Hanson reiterated that it was too early for him to conunent.

The Conunons heard calls for Coulson to be sacked by the Tories following allegations of 
his possible involvement in criminal activity.

Chris Huhne, the Lib Dems' home affairs spokesman, said: "It is extraordinary that the 
leader of the opposition, who wants to be a prime minister, employs Andy Coulson, who 
at best was responsible for a newspaper that was out of control and at worst was 
personally [involved] with criminal activity. The exact parallel is surely with Damian 
McBride. If the prime minister was right to sack Damian McBride, should the leader of 
the opposition not sack Andy Coulson?"

Hanson told MPs that phone-hacking without authority was a criminal offence 
pvmishable with a fine or a prison sentence of up to two jrears.

Chris Grayling, the shadow home secretary, prompted laughter as he urged everyone in 
the house to give a "measured response” to the issues raised and leave it to the police to 
decide whether there was "any new information that warrants further action".
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You didn't know about that one,
well then what else don't you know - Arlo Guthrie, Presidential Rag

Andy Coulson, the former News of the World editor who is now communications 
chief for Tory leader David Cameron, issued a statement last night following The 
Guardian's phone hacking revelations.

His statement, as carried in the Financial Times - and repeated in BBC news bulletins 
this morning - ran as follows:

"This story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the News of the 
World two-and-a-half years ago. I have no knowledge whatsoever of any 
settlement with Gordon Taylor.

"The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the 
Press Complaints Commission. I took full responsibility at the time for what 
happened on my watch but without my knowledge and resigned."

It seems so carefully and, to my mind, narrowly worded that I think it merits 
deconstruction. The first paragraph is feir enough. I think we can assume that he is 
completely honest about having not been told about the Gordon Taylor payment.

He is outside the News International organisation. The settlement was supposed to 
be confidential. In such circumstances, there is no reason why anyone beyond a 
restricted circle within Wapping and the company's lawyers would have been irrformed.

But the second paragraph is altogether different. Note first how he calls it "the Mulcaire 
case", mentioning only the private investigator Glenn Mulcaire and thereby neatly 
omitting to mention the name of his own culpable royal editor, dive Goodman.

Second, he claims it was "investigated thoroughly by the police and the Press 
Complaints Commission". It was not. By its own admission, the PCC did not carry out 
any investigation, thorough or otherwise. Indeed, the commission said at the time, and 
has maintained ever since, that it could not do so because of Coulson's timely 
resignation.

As for the police inquiry, as Nick Davies's revelations make abundantly clear, it was 
far from thorough. Was Coulson interviewed? Were any News of the World executives 
interviewed? Victims of the phone hacking were not even informed, let alone 
interviewed.

Now let's consider that final Coulson sentence: "I took full responsibility at the time for 
what happened on my watch but without my knowledge, and resigned."

It is, when you know how popular newspapers operate, an extraordinary admission. 
Let's accept that Coulson is telling the unvarnished truth. It means that he fell on his 
sword for the sins of others.

That's very noble, of course. But before we ask why he played the martyr, let's accept
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Coulson's claim that he did not know what was happening on his watch. It is an 
admission of extraordinary editorial incompetence, is it not?

Here was an editor who was entirely ignorant of how exclusive stories arrived. Yet, as I 
observed at the time, someone -  some executive -  had to know the provenance of such 
stories. Even experienced reporters would be asked by their news editor how they can be 
sure of their stories' veracity.

Moreover, someone had to be answerable for paying the equivalent of £2,000 a week to 
Mulcaire and explaining why he was worth so much.

So it beggars belief that the internal inquiry supposed carried out by Goodman’s and 
Coulson's bosses -  which was overseen by the newsroom-sawy Les Hinton, the then_
News Int chief -  did not discover exactly who in the NoW office was aware of how 
stories were obtained and what Mulcaire was doing in order to merit his rewards.

Of course, an inquiry may have been held. Perhaps someone, an executive, was found to 
be responsible. Were they quietly fired or demoted (or even promoted)? These are 
questions that should now be answered when News Int finds it "appropriate" to issue a 
public statement on the affair.

But let us not overlook that Coulson’s resignation was hugely beneficial to News 
International. It sealed off further scrutiny. And the circumstances of that resignation 
therefore raise questions too.

It is feir, in the light of these new revelations, to revisit the details of that resignation. 
Was there a severance deal? Did Coulson receive a pay-off? If so, how much? It has 
become very clear in the years since his resignation that Coulson and News Int 
executives have remained on very good terms. Why should that be?

After all, he departed after one of the most disgraceful episodes in newspaper history, 
admitting he didn't know what was happening in his own paper. Why is an editor who 
left under a dark cloud stiU feted by his former bosses?
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Was the Press Complaints Commission responsible for bringing about Andy 
Coulson's resignation from the News of the World? That's the belief -  or claim -  of 
some commissioners, some of its officials and the PCC's former chairman,
Christopher Meyer.

Here is the logic of their argument. Immediately after the arrest in August 2006 of the 
Now’s royal editor, Qive Goodman, and the private investigator, Glenn Mulcaire, 
the PCC realised it must act or risk public condemnation for sitting on its hands.

There was no formal complaint, the normal starting point for a PCC inquiry (though a 
press relea.se at the time did mention that the PCC had "received a number of inquiries" 
without specifying what that meant). None of the victims of the hacking complained and 
there was not even a third-party complaint. But Meyer, understanding the likely public 
clamour, saw the necessity of being pro-active.

In that announcement, he said that the editor's code of practice prohibited the 
intercepting of mobile phone messages, calling it "completely unacceptable" and warned 
that the conunission reserved the right to investigate the News of the World's conduct 
"if, at the end of the legal process, it appears that there are unresolved questions about 
its application of the code."

The Guardian commented at the time in a .stinging editorial that it was all very well 
for Meyer to remind journalists of their obligations under the code but thought the PCC 
"remarkably incurious and unwilling to instigate an inquiry of its own, despite the prima 
facie evidence against hundreds of journalists."

Mqfer did not respond that kind of criticism in public, but it is suggested that in 
between his August 2006 statement and the trial in January 2007 - at which Goodman 
and Mulcaire were jailed - Meyer let it be known to News International executives, 
such as its then chief executive Les Hinton, that he would be pursuing an inquiry 
following the court case.

Therefore, according to this scenario, Hinton and Coulson decided that the best course 
of action was for Coulson to resign the instant the verdicts were delivered. No inquiry 
was subsequently held and Meyer considered that his actions were, to use a phrase that 
he has repeated ever since, "determinant in the editor resigning."

Following Coulson’s departure, Meyer armounced at the beginning of February 2007  
that he was seeking answers about the News of the World's future (rather than past) 
conduct from the newly-appointed editor, Colin Myler "to ensure that the situation 
involving MyGoodman and Mr Mulcaire does not recur."

AttthoHghtSQfsminve^gafipripf any kind- into the NoW specifically or the wider 
allegations about voicemail hacking in other papers -  were forgotten. So what are we to 
make of this claim? Well, it could be true (though I imagine Coulson -  and, possibly, 
Hinton -  would dispute it).

Certainly, as Daily Mail, did amend its journalists' contracts of employment to demand 
that staff were obliged to abide bv the Data Protection Act.
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For many critics, it appeared that tJie PCC had done tJie minimum, and I still have mv 
doubts about whether Mever’s pressure on News International was as conclusive as we 
are being led to believe.

Anvwav. as I have often pointed out in persistent arguments about the need for greater 
transparenev. these lands of behind-the-scenes "deals" do not give the public confidence 
in self-reflation. Indeed, they have the effect of undermining its standing because 
people are excluded from knowing what has been done.

So the absence of a proper investigatinn into hacking was a mistake. That said, before 
ppoplp damn the PCC out of hand, we must understand the limits of its remit and, most 
importantly, of its resources.____________________________

Tt is not a .statutory body. It has no legal or investigatory powers. It cannot compel 
anyone within the industry that it is supposed to "police" to be interviewed. It has a 
■small secretariat who. I’m bound to sav. do wonders in the drcumstances.

Due to its remit, whieh specifically states that it is complaints body fit savs it on the tinl. 
it i.s in its nature to be reactive rather than pro-active. This can make it slow to take up 
important eoncems. like the asvlum-seekers’ prejudice of some years ago, but once it 
gets to grips with such matters it generally comes up with sensible and sensitive cures 
fas it did also with the reporting of suicidesl.

But the re-emergence of the hacking scandal happens to have occairred soon after the 
arrival of a new chairman. Baroness Buscombe. I'd like to think that she can make 
her mark at this point bv holding a proper investigation into this can of worms.

She should he mntacting News International plus all the relevant authorities -  the 
Metropolitan Police, the Crown Prosecution Service and the Information Commi.s.sioner 
-  and, of eourse. Nick Davies. She should make a public call for all ioumalists who know 
about harking, and there have been several commenters to Guardian websites who 
dearly have information, to come forward.

Former employees of the News of the World should be encouraged to come forward and 
offered a form of immunity so that they can speak on a confidential basis.

Most importantly, .she should demand of News International the right to interview 
■senior NoW staff who were around in the era when this kind of haddng was happening. 
fT am convinced on the basis of the NoWs current content that Mvler has changed the 
paper's agenda and its culture, so he has nothing to fearl

Buscombe has a unique opportunity to remake the PCC's profile. She should not shirk it.
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C a m e r o n  h a d  b e t t e r  b e  s u r e  h e ’s  r i g h t
Cameron has made a big call coming out so quickly in support of 
Andy Coulson, but he hasn't answered the key questions

Alastair Campbell
guardian, co.uk, Thursday 9 July 200913.38 BST

C)

So David Cameron has pronounced that Andv Coolson is safe in his fob.

Assuming Cameron does the basics of leadership, that means he has satisfied himself 
that his communications director did nothing improper or illegal, nor condoned, used or 
benefited from an34hing improper or illegal, in his time as editor of the News of the 
World. He has also satisfied himself that nothing is likely to emerge to cast doubt on 
that judgement. That is a big call to have made.

We have to assume he has asked Coulson some tough questions, and got some 
convincing answers. If not, he has made a big mistake in coming out so soon, and so 
forcefully, in support of his right-hand man.

But their comments so far have sought to focus very narrowly on the jailing of former 
royal reporter Clive Goodman, over which Coulson resigned but for which he denied any 
knowledge or responsibility, and on an out-of-court settlement with footballers' leader 
Gordon Taylor, of which Coulson also denies knowledge.

I always thought at the time that it was unlikely that Goodman and a private detective 
who received large sums of money for his illegal activities were the only people in the 
paper who knew about the royal tapping. The Guardian .stnrv reveals something far 
more systemic and organised, targeted at all manner of newsworthy people.

Whatever anyone says about Coulson, his colleagues always spoke of him as a highly 
professional editor and journalist. But as Andrew Neil pointed out rather well last night, 
good, professional editors know what is happening in their papers. When they don't 
know, they ask questions. They ask a lot of questions about where stories come fiom 
because that will often indicate the real strength of the story, and alert them to any 
possible legal problems.

People might just be able to acccept the Goodman incident was a one-off, and that 
therefore senior executives did not know about it. But if the central allegations in the 
Guardian are true -  and there seems precious little pushing back on them -  then it 
becomes impossible to believe that editors and others were not aware of what was going 
on. And if they weren't, they were incompetent and negligent on the job, not qualities 
associated with Coulson or other Murdoch editors.

The statements from Cameron and Coulson go nowhere near answering the questions 
they have to answer. To his credit, John Whittingdaie, the Tory chair of the relevant 
select committee, looks like he will want to ask those questions.

There are questions too for the Press Complaints Commission. Do not hold any of your 
breath in expecting them to be answered. It is a body for the media, by the media, a 
disgrace to the concept of meaningful self-regulation.

And .Tohn Prescott is right to demand that serious questions of the police are answered 
too. If there is a list of people known to have had their calls intercepted by the News of 
the World, all the people on that list have a right to know.

So, as I said last night, questions for the press, the cops and for Cameron. Those 
questions have not gone away. They are only just beginning.
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Aiastair Campbell, on his blog, says that David Cameron needs to decide what to do 
about Andy Coulson very quickly.

It is not my place to advise Cameron, or Corolson. But if it were, I would be 
saying to Cameron to find out very quickly whether Coulson did act in any 
way improperly, and to act accordingly if he thinks he did. And if I were 
Coulson, I would be totally honest with Cameron to help him make that 
decision. When the Damian McBride emails first surfaced, it was obvious 
where it was going to end. If Cameron thinks that this situation might also 
end in him having to lose his right-hand man, better to do it quickly.

Tim Montgomerie at ConservativeHome says Campbell's advice is sound.

[Coulson] stands at the heart of David Cameron's 'West Wing". Losing him 
because of this would be a grave setback and I hope it will be unnecessary. I 
hope he will be able to tell David Cameron that he was not in any way 
involved in the illegal phone-tapping of John Prescott and others.

John Prescott, on hi.s hlng. says that, although Cameron claims to be "relaxed” about the 
afiair, that might change. .

The systematic illegal hacking of up to 3,000 people is in a different league 
all together [fixjm the McBride affair]. Allowing the man who allowed that to 
happen into No 10 would be deplorable. So the question Cameron must 
answer is: "Do you back him or sack him?" By the feet his people are tonight 
briefing that he's "very relaxed" about the episode, we sadly have our answer.
I've got a feeling that "very relaxed" attitude is going to change.

Nick Robinson, on his blog, says that Cameron will be "anything but relaxed" about the 
story this morning.

It is now clear that phone-hacking at the News of the World was much more 
widespread than previously thought, that it targeted senior ministers not just 
celebrities and that, if the Guardian is correct, at least one of the paper’s 
executives knew about it. This is leading to calls -  not just firom Labour 
politicians -  for Andy Coulson to answer questions about what he knew and 
to questions about whether he should be at David Cameron's side.

Sutmv Hundal at Liberal Con.spiracvsavs that this is Cameron's "McBride moment".

The Conservatives milked the Damian McBride affair for all its worth -  
turning up on television almost everyday in faux-outrage at how someone 
could be so nasty in politics. Every day a succession of outraged rightwing 
bloggers and backbench politicians said they expected better standards from 
parliament. If that is the case, what will they now say about the allegations 
levelled at Andy Coulson, David Cameron's director of communications?
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But Paul Staines, aka Guido Fawkes, says that it's wrong to compare Andy Coulson with 
Damian McBride.

*

r ' )

When the News of the World's royal reporter was caught at it, Coulson 
resigned, saying he took "ultimate responsibility” for the hacking af&ir. He 
also avoided having to explain himself to the PCC in so doing. This was 
before he went to Millbank -  that is the key difference between this situation 
and the situation with McBride -  it happened years ago in a former job, not 
yesterday.

Sunder Katwala at Next Left says that Cameron appears to be motived by convenience,
~  ....... -  -    —̂ ^ ^ ------ - .

Keeping Coulson may prove too difficult. But the attempt to do so suggests 
that the only ethic that matters is one of convenience -  and that different 
rules apply to the inner circle.

Iain Dale, on his blog, says Coulson has been a good adviser, and that Cameron may be 
"relaxed" because he did "due diligence" on Coulson before hiring him.

He's not a showy adviser. For someone who came into the job with a high 
media profile, he has done well to stay out of the limelight. He will be 
cringing at "becoming the story" because he knows that there are sometimes 
dangerous consequences when that happens. Ask Alastair Campbell.

Mike Smithson at PoliticalBetting says the affair is very dangerous for Cameron.

There's little doubt that this could be highly dangerous for the Tory leader -  
just at a time when he was seeking to make "character" and "honesty" into 
campaign issues.

Conor Ryan on his blog says Cameron should sack Coulson.

David Cameron was at his sanctimonious best a few weeks ago when he saw 
an opportunity to get rid of troublesome backwoodsmen over their duck 
islands and moats ... Coulson must go. Otherwise, we must conclude that 
there was nothing more to Dave's recent righteous indignation than sham PR 
bluster.

Mark Thompson, on his Mark Reckons blog, says Coulson will go soon.

If Mr Cameron is smart (and we all know he is) he will be lining up a 
potential replacement as I write. He may claim to be "relaxed" about the 
situation but not so relaxed as to not have a Plan B, I am sure.
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a i d e  a t  c e n t r e  o f  p h o n e  t a p p i n g  s c a n d a l

By Niall Firth
Last updated at 11:40 AM on 09th July 2009

Scotland Yard 'failed to alert targets in hacking scandal' 
Celebrities and politicians 'had phones tapped by journalists’ 
John Prescott 'staggered' at Cameron's 'relaxed' reaction 
News of the World 'covered up* legal cases involving tapping 
MPs and Met Police to launch probes into claims

David Cameron was today dragged into a row over claims that journalists at Rupert Murdoch's newspapers routinely 
hacked into the phones of celebrities and politicians.

The Tory leader came under huge pressure to sack his chief media advisor Andy Coulson who edited the News of the 
World when private investigators were allegedly hired to hack into people's phones.

The Guardian today revealed that the paper had secretly paid more than £1 million to cover up legal cases involving 
celebrities, sportsmen and politicians.

Targets allegedly included MPs from all three parties, Cabinet ministers and celebrities such as George Michael, Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Nigella Lawson and Patsy Kensit.

The scandal raises questions about Mr Cameron's judgment in hiring the former News of the World editor as his 
communications chief.

Scroll down to see video report
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Pressure: Tory leader David Cameron said his communications director Andy Couison deserved a 'second chance' over
the phone tap allegations

A n d  to d a y  fo rm e r J o h n  P re s c o tt a tta c k e d  th e  T o ry  le a d e r  fo r fa ilin g  to ta k e  a c tio n  a g a in s t h is  d ire c to r o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  
o ve r th e  a lle g a tio n s .

B ut M r C a m e ro n  in s is te d  th a t M r C o u is o n  w o u ld  re m a in  in h is  jo b  a n d  th a t h e  w a s  're la x e d ' a b o u t th e  c la im s .
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T o d a y  S c o tla n d  Y a rd  a n n o u n c e d  th a t it w a s  to la u n c h  a  p ro b e  into  th e  c a s e .

M e t  C o m m is s io n e r S ir  P au l S te p h e n s o n  to ld  S k y  N e w s  th a t A s s is ta n t C o m m is s io n e r Joh n  Y a te s  w a s  to  'es tab lish  the  
fac ts  o f th is  c a s e  a n d  look in to  th e  d e ta il,'

T h e  C o m m o n s  c u ltu re , m e d ia  a n d  sp o rt s e le c t c o m m itte e  is a lso  e x p e c te d  to in v e s tig a te  th e  c la im s a n d  could  h au l M r 
C o u ls o n  in to  s p e a k  a b o u t his ro le .

M r  C o u ls o n  re s ig n e d  fro m  th e  n e w s p a p e r  a fte r  ro y a l e d ito r C liv e  G o o d m a n  w a s  s e n te n c e d  to fo u r m o n th s  in prison in 
J a n u a ry  2 0 0 7  fo r p lo tting  to ta p  te le p h o n e  m e s s a g e s  b e lo n g in g  to  royal a id e s .

M r  P re s c o tt, w h o  s a y s  h e  w a n ts  a n s w e rs  fro m  p o lic e  o v e r c la im s  th e y  k n e w  his p h o n e  w a s  ta p p e d , sa id  h e  w a s

T h e  fo rm e r D e p u ty  P r im e  M in is te r  a c c u s e d  M r C a m e ro n  o f d o u b le  s ta n d a rd s  a fte r th e  T o ry  le a d e r h ad  d e m a n d e d  the  
G o v e rn m e n t s a c k  D a m ia n  M c B rid e , th e  D o w n in g  S tre e t a id e  w h o  re s ig n e d  am id  th e  T o ry  e m a il-s lu r s a g a .

T h e  fo rm e r d e p u ty  P r im e  M in is te r to ld  B B C  B re a k fa s t: 'I f  th e s e  a lle g a tio n s  a re  to b e  b e lie v e d , th e  e n o rm ity  o f it is 
u n b e lie v a b le .

W ,
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T ')

Tapped up; Gwyneth Paitrow and Patsy Kensit were said to have been targeted

M r  P re s c o tt sa id ; 1 a m  a c tu a lly  s ta g g e re d  th a t M r  C a m e ro n , w h o  e m p lo y e d  M r C o u ls o n , w h o  w a s  th e  e d ito r a t th e  tim e  
th ro u g h  ali th e s e  a lle g a tio n s , s a y s  h e ’s q u ite  re la x e d  a b o u t th e s e  a lleg a tio n s .

'! find  th a t s ta g g e rin g  p articu la rly  w h e n  h e  d e m a n d e d  th a t M r  M cB rid e  (w a s  s a c k e d ). T o  s a y  h e ’s re la x e d  a b o u t th is  is jus t 

u n b e lie v a b le .’

O n e  o f th e  n e w s p a p e r's  s e ttle m e n ts , to ta llin g  £ 7 0 0 ,0 0 0  in lega l costs a n d  d a m a g e s , in v o lv ed  le g a l ac tio n  b ro u g h t by  
G o rd o n  T a y lo r, c h ie f e x e c u tiv e  o f  th e  P ro fe s s io n a l F o o tb a lle rs  A s s o c ia tio n , th e  n e w s p a p e r  s a id .

In  th e  G o o d m a n  tria l, M r T a y lo r  w a s  re v e a le d  a s  o n e  o f  th e  p u b ic  fig u re s  w h o s e  p h o n e  m e s s a g e s  w e re  illega lly  

in te rc e p te d  by p riv a te  in v e s tig a to r G le n n  M u lc a ire .

M r  C o u ls o n  sa id  last n ig h t h e  h a d  'n o  k n o w le d g e  w h a ts o e v e r* o f a n y  s e ttle m e n t w ith  G o rd o n  T a y lo r , c h ie f e x e c u tiv e  o f the  

P ro fe s s io n a l F o o tb a lle rs  A s s o c ia tio n .

B u t M r P re s c o tt a d d e d : 'H e  (M r  C o u is o n ) sh o u ld  c o m e  b e fo re  th e  c o m m itte e  a n d  e x p la in  w h a t  h e  d id  kno w .

■It's t im e  fo r h im  to  s p e a k  o u t a n d  it’s t im e  fo r M r C a m e ro n  to a s k  the  e s s en tia l q u e s tio n s  th a t h e  c a n  ce rta in ly  find out if he  

re a d s  th e  G u a rd ia n .'
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Nigeila Lawson, PFA chief Gordon Taylor and PR guru Max Clifford are all believed to have had their phones tapped by
private investigators

M r C a m e ro n , s p e a k in g  o u ts id e  his h o m e  in w e s t  L o n d o n  th is  m o rn ing , sa id ; '!t's w ro n g  for n e w s p a p e rs  to  b reach  p eo p le 's  

p riv a cy  w ith  n o  jus tifica tion .

T h a t  is w h y  A n d y  C o u ls o n  re s ig n e d  a s  e d ito r  o f  th e  N e w s  o f th e  W o rld  tw o -a n d -a -h a lf  y e a rs  a g o .

'O f  c o u rs e  I k n e w  a b o u t th a t re s ig n a tio n  b e fo re  o ffe rin g  h im  th e  Job. B u t I believe in g iv in g  p e o p le  a  s e c o n d  ch a n c e .

'A s  d irec to r o f c o m m u n ic a tio n s  fo r  th e  C o n s e rv a t iv e s  h e  d o e s  an  e x c e lle n t jo b  in a  p ro p e r, u prig h t w a y  a t  all tim es .'
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M r  C o u ls o n 's  ro le  w ith  th e  T o r ie s  is to a d v is e  on m e d ia  s tra te g y  a n d  h ow  to  h an d le  s to ries . H e  is b e lie v e d  to e a rn  at leas t  
£ 4 5 0 ,0 0 0  - tw ic e  a s  m u ch  a s  M r C a m e ro n .

A  M e tro p o lita n  P o lic e  s o u rc e  to ld  th e  G u a rd ia n  an  inquiry into G o o d m a n 's  ac tiv ities  s h o w e d  th a t th o u s a n d s  o f public  
fig u re s ' p h o n e  h a d  b e e n  ta p p e d .

JailedrFormer Neews of the World royal editor Clive Goodman

P R  a g e n t M a x  C liffo rd  is a n o th e r  w h o s e  p h o n e  w a s  a lle g e d ly  h a c k e d  into , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  G u a rd ia n .

H e  sa id  th e  c la im s  ra is e d  'lo ts o f s e rio u s  q uestio ns '.

M r  C lifford  - w h o  w o rk s  w ith  s o m e  o f B rita in 's  b es t k n o w n  c e le b ritie s  - to ld  th e  B B C : 'if  th e s e  a lle g a tio n s  p ro ve  to  b e  true, 
th e n  it's s o m e th in g  th a t a n  a w fu l lot o f p e o p le  a re  g o ing  to  v e ry  u n h a p p y  a b o u t.’

H e  a d d e d : 'W h y  h as  th is  ju s t c o m e  o u t?  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  G u a rd ia n , it's c o m e  fro m  p o lic e  s o u rc e s .

'If  th e  p o lice  h a d  th is  in fo rm a tio n , w h y  d id n 't th e y  a c t on it? T h e re  a re  lots o f q u e s tio n s  th a t n e e d  to  b e  a n s w e re d , s e rio u s  
q u e s tio n s ,'

S e n io r  T o r ie s  las t n ig h t d is m is s e d  th e  re v e la tio n s  a s  a  L a b o u r s m e a r  c a m p a ig n  d e s ig n e d  to d a m a g e  M r  C o u is o n ,

H o w e v e r , th e  c h a irm a n  o f  an  in flu e n tia l C o m m o n s  c o m m itte e  is p o ised  to  s u m m o n  n e w s p a p e r  c h ie fs  to  a n s w e r  'serious ' 
q u e s tio n s  o v e r th e  a ffa ir.

T o ry  M P  J o h n  W h itt in g d a le  a ls o  in d ic a te d  h e  w o u ld  re c o m m e n d  th e  c u ltu re , m e d ia  a n d  s p o rt c o m m itte e  re o p e n  an  inquiry  
in to  th e  issu e  w h e n  it h e ld  u rg e n t d is c u s s io n s  to d a y .

M r  W h ittin g d a le  sa id ; 'M y  v ie w  is th a t th is  h as  ra is e d  v e ry  s e rio u s  q u e s tio n s  a b o u t th e  e v id e n c e  g iv e n  to  us,

'T h e re  a re  a  n u m b e r o f  q u e s tio n s  I w o u ld  like  to p u t to  N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l on  th e  b as is  o f  w h a t T h e  G u a rd ia n  h as  
re p o rte d .'

T h e  c o m m itte e  w o u ld  e x a m in e  th e  m a tte r  ‘a s  a  m a tte r  o f  u rg e n c y ' a t  a  s c h e d u le d  m e e tin g  la te r  to d a y , h e  sa id .
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‘It m a y  w e ll b e  th a t  w e  d e c id e  w e  w ish  to  h a v e  s o m e b o d y  fro m  N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l to a p p e a r  b e fo re  us.'

H e  s a id  h e  h a d  s e e n  no  'd ire c t e v id e n c e ' th a t a s s u ra n c e s  p rev iou s ly  g iven  to the  c o m m itte e  b y  th e  p u b lis h e r on the  m atter 
h ad  b e e n  u n tru e .

B ut h e  a d d e d ; ‘If  th a t  is th e  c a s e  it d o e s  b e g  th e  q u es tio n  w h y  N e w s  In tern atio na! h a v e  a p p a re n tly  p aid  h ug e  sum s of 
m o n e y  in s e tt le m e n t o f ac tio ns  in th e  cou rts .

T h a t  is a  q u e s tio n  i w o u ld  w ish  to p u t to N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l.'

F o rm e r  C a b in e t  m in is te r G e o ff  H o o n  sa id : 'It  is h ard  to s e e  h o w  in th e s e  c irc u m s tan c e s  A n d y  C o u ls o n  can  co n tin u e  as  
D a v id  C a m e ro n 's  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  c h ie f  w h ile  su ch  a c loud h a n g s  o v e r his re p u ta tio n .

I   ̂ )

J o h n  P re s c o tt  has  s a id  h e  w a n ts  a n s w e rs  fro m  p o lic e  o ve r c la im s  th e y  k n e w  h is  p h o n e  w a s  tap p ed  

'D a v id  C a m e ro n  m u s t m a k e  d e a r  w h a t  a c tio n  h e  in te n d s  to  ta k e  on  th is  m atter."

L ib era l D e m o c ra t  h o m e  a ffa irs  s p o k e s m a n  C h ris  H u h n e  sa id : "At th e  v e ry  le a s t A n d y  C o u is o n  w a s  re s p o n s ib le  for a 
n e w s p a p e r  th a t w a s  o u t o f  contro l a n d  a t  w o rs t h e  w a s  p e rs o n a lly  im p lica ted .

'E ith e r  w a y , a  fu tu re  p rim e  m in is te r c a n n o t  h a v e  s o m e o n e  w h o  is in vo lved  in th e s e  s o rt o f  u n d e rh a n d  tactics . T h e  e x a c t  
p ara lle l is w ith  D a m ia n  M c B rid e .

'If  it is m o re  th a n  a  th o u s a n d  (p h o n e  ta p s ) it s e e m s  m o s t u n lik e ly  to  m e  to  h a v e  b e e n  ju s t  o n e  Journalist. T h e re  n e e d s  to be  
a  full in v e s tig a tio n .'

F o rm e r  h o m e  s e c re ta ry  C h a r le s  C la rk e  s a id  th a t th e  a lle g a tio n s  ra is e d  s e rio u s  q u e s tio n s  fo r N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l, the  
C o n s e rv a tiv e s  a n d  th e  p o lice .

'i th in k  it is o u tra g e o u s . I th in k  w e  d o  n e e d  a c tio n  im m e d ia te ly ,' h e  to ld  th e  B B C  R a d io  4  T o d a y  p ro g ra m m e .

'N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l h as  to  pub lish  th e  full list o f  th o s e  th a t th e y  h a v e  b u g g e d , I th in k  th a t D a v id  C a m e ro n  h as  to sack  A ndy  
C o u ls o n  b e c a u s e  his d e n ia l is v e ry  n a rro w  in th e  e x tre m e . 1 th in k  D a v id  C a m e ro n  h im s e lf  h a s  to  b e  m u ch  c le a re r ab o u t  
th e  situation .
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'I think that the Home Secretary should be asking the Chief Inspector of Constabulary for a full report about the police 
behaviour in this whole incident.'

A spokesman for Murdoch's News International said a comment on the matter was not appropriate at this time.

Comments (14)
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Oldest 
Best rated 
Worst rated

View all

Only in Brown's once Great so-called Britain.

- Ken Jones, Cwmbran, Wales, 09/7/2009 09:16 

f  Click to rate. _ Rating 18

Report abuse
this is obviously some sort of sm ear campaign by the labour party, hoping it will grow legs and also deter some from the 
main issues of our country, the guardian have been sitting on this story until the "right time", nick robinson is as usual the 
mouth piece for this labour government.

- ade young, london, 09/7/2009 09:03 

Click to rate _ _ Rating 8

Report abuse
This could be a scandal worse than Watergate if the motives were to obtain information to undermine particular politicians. 

- 1. Littler, Midlands, 09/7/2009 08:55 

Click to rate. _ Rating 20

Report abuse
A s a useless politician it was quite fruitless to bug Prescotts phone other than to learn where he buys his pork pies and 
sausage rolls, the culprits for this bugging are quite recognisable they have all become grossly over weight.

- Royston Amphlett, Bournemouth England., 09/7/2009 08:48 

Click to rate _ _ Rating 15

Report abuse
Of course he demands action from the police when it affect him but he would not say a word if it was anybody else.

- martin Cross, slough, 09/7/2009 08:42 

Click to rate _. Rating 27

Report abuse
Perhaps now our civil libereties will stop being eroded by council spies.

- Mabalsa Richie, Cardiff wales, 09/7/2009 08:40 

Click to rate _ _ Rating 30

Report abuse
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in  Prescott wants answers from the police
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Published Date: 09 July 2009
THE chairman o f an influential Commons committee is poised to summon newspaper chiefs to answer 
"serious" questions following fresh claims about the use o f phone taps.
Tory MP John Whittingdale also indicated he would recommend the culture, media and sport committee 
reopen an inquiry into the issue when it held urgent discussions today.

He spoke out after The Guardian claimed News Group Newspapers, which publishes titles including the News 
o f the World, had paid out more than £1 m illion to settle cases that threatened to reveal evidence o f its 
journalists’ alleged involvement in telephone hacking.

VIPs from all three parties including former Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott and Cabinet minister Tessa 
Jo well were among the targets o f the alleged phone taps, The Guardian said.

It quoted sources saying police officers found evidence o f News Group staff using private investigators who 
had hacked into "thousands" o f mobile phones.

M r Whittingdaie said: "My view is that this has raised very serious questions about the evidence given to us.

"There are a number o f questions I would like to put to News International on the basis of what The Guardian 
has reported."

The committee would examine the matter "as a matter o f urgency" at a scheduled meeting later today, he said.

"It may well be that we decide we wish to have somebody from News International to appear before us."

He said he had seen no "direct evidence" that assurances previously given to the committee by the publisher 
on the matter had been untrue.
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But he added; "If that is the case it does beg the question w hy N ew s International have apparently paid huge 
sums o f  m oney in settlem ent o f  actions in the courts.

"That is a question I w ould w ish  to put to N ew s International."

Mr Prescott said he wanted answers from the police over the claims they knew his phone was tapped by 
private investigators working for journalists.

"I find it staggering that there could be a  list known to the police o f  people who had their phone tapped.

"I'm named as one o f  them, for such a criminal act not to be reported to me, and for action not to be taken 
against the people w ho have done it, reflects very badly on the police, and I want to know their answer."

The Guardian said Andy C oulson, Conservative leader D avid Cameron's director o f  communications, was 
deputy editor and then editor o f  the N ew s o f  the World when journalists were using the private investigators.

Mr Coulson resigned from the N ew s o f  the World after royal editor C live Goodman was sentenced to four 
months in prison in January 2007  for plotting to hack into telephone m essages belonging to royal aides.

The Guardian said the £1 m illion paid out by N ew s Group to secure secrecy concerned three out-of-court 
settlements in cases that w ould have shown the alleged methods being used.

One o f  the settlem ents, totalling £700,000 in legal costs and damages, involved legal action brought by 
Gordon Taylor, ch ie f executive o f  the Professional Footballers Association, the newspaper said.

In the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor w as revealed as one o f  the public figures w hose phone m essages were 
illegally intercepted by private investigator Glenn Mulcaire.

Mr Coulson said last night: "This story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the N ew s o f  the World 
tw o and half years ago.

"I have no know ledge whatsoever o f  any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

"The Mulcaire case w as investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press CompIafnt.s Cnmmi.qsinn I 
took full responsibility at the tim e for what happened on m y watch but without m y know ledge and resigned."

Labour sought to use the allegations to question Mr Coulson's role with the Conservatives.

Former Cabinet m inister G eo ff H oon said: "It is hard to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can 
continue as D avid Cameron's communications ch ie f w hile such a cloud hangs over his reputation.

"David Cameron must make clear what action he intends to take on this matter."

Liberal Democrat hom e affairs spokesman Chris Huhne said: "At the very least Andy C oulson was responsible 
for a newspaper that w as out o f  control and at worst he w as personally implicated.

"Either way, a future prime minister cannot have som eone who is involved in these sort o f  underhand tactics. 
The exact parallel is w ith Dam ian McBride.

"If it is more than a thousand (phone taps) it seem s m ost unlikely to m e to have been just one journalist. There 
needs to be a full investigation."

A  spokeswom an for N ew s International, the parent company o f  N ew s Group Newspapers, said: "News 
International feels it is inappropriate to comment at this time."

Responding to the claim s, the Metropolitan Police said in a statement; "The M PS carried out an investigation  
into the alleged unlawful interception o f  telephone calls.

"Officers liaised closely  with the Crown Prosecution Service. Two people were charged and subsequently 
convicted and jailed. W e are not prepared to com m ent further."
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PR agent Max C lifford is another whose phone was allegedly hacked into, according to the Guardian.

He said the claims raised "lots o f serious questions".

M r C lifford -  who works with some o f Britain's best known celebrities -  told the BBC; " I f  these allegations 
prove to be true, then it's something that an awful lot o f people are going to very unhappy about."

He also asked: "Why has this just come out?

"According to the Guardian, it's come from police sources.

" I f  the police had this information, why didn't they act on it?

"There are lots o f questions that need to be answered, serious questions."

Page 1 o f 1

•  Last Updated: 09 July 2009 8:31 AM
• Source: scotsman.com
• Location: Scotland
•  Related Topics; Phone tapping
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Your views

C a m e r o n  a i d e  i n  t a b l o i d  p h o n e  

t a p p i n g  r o w
Thursday, July 9, 2009

Andy Coulson is under 
increasing pressure

in v e s tig a to rs .

a v id  C a m e ro n 's  d ire c to r  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  is  u n d e r 

[C re a s in g  p re s s u re  to d a y  a fte r  a lle g a tio n s  th a t 

Lousands o f  p e o p le  h a d  th e ir  p h o n e s  ta p p e d  b y  

o u m a lis ts  w h ile  h e  w a s  e d ito r  o f  N e w s  O f  T h e  W o r ld .

A n d y  C o u ls o n , w as d e p u ty  e d ito r  a n d  th e n  e d ito r o f  th e  
N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  w h e n  jo u rn a lis ts  w e re  u s in g  th e  p r iv a te

M r  C o u is o n  re s ig n e d  fro m  th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  a fte r  ro y a l e d ito r  C liv e  G o o d m a n  
w a s  se n te n ce d  to  fo u r  m o n th s  in  p r is o n  in  Ja n u a ry  2 0 0 7  fo r  p lo tt in g  to  h a c k  in to  
te le p h o n e  m essages b e lo n g in g  to  ro y a l a ides.

N o w , fo rm e r D e p u ty  P rim e  M in is te r  Jo h n  P re s c o tt w a n ts  a n sw e rs  fro m  p o lic e  o v e r 
c la im s  th e y  k n e w  h is  p h o n e  w a s  ta p p e d  b y  p r iv a te  in v e s tig a to rs  w o rk in g  fo r  
jo u rn a lis ts  b u t w a s  n o t to ld  a b o u t it .

T h e  G u a rd ia n  c la im e d  N e w s  G ro u p  N e w sp a p e rs , w h ic h  p u b lis h e s  t it le s  in c lu d in g  
th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld , h a d  p a id  o u t m o re  th a n  £1 m ill io n  to  s e ttle  cases th a t 
th re a te n e d  to  re v e a l e v id e n c e  o f  its  jo u rn a lis ts ' a lle g e d  in v o lv e m e n t in  te le p h o n e  
h a c k in g .

I t  q u o te d  sources s a y in g  p o lic e  o ffic e rs  fo u n d  e v id e n c e  o f  N e w s  G ro u p  s ta ff  u s in g  
p r iv a te  in v e s tig a to rs  w h o  h a d  h a c k e d  in to  "th o u s a n d s " o f  m o b ile  pho nes.

R e la te d  A r t ic le s

* L a te s t n e w s  b u lle t in
* T o d a y 's  to p  n e w s  h e a d lin e s

Tags

* te le p h o n e
* s e ttle m e n t
* pho nes
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•  n e w sp a p e rs
•  m essages

T h e  c h a irm a n  o f  an  in f lu e n t ia l C o m m o n s  c o m m itte e  s a id  to n ig h t he  w a n te d  to  
s u m m o n  n e w s p a p e r c h ie fs  to  a n sw e r "s e rio u s  q u e s tio n s " fo llo w in g  fre s h  c la im s  
a b o u t th e  use  o f  p h o n e  t ^ s .

T o ry  M P  J o h n  W h itt in g d a le  in d ic a te d  he w o u ld  re c o m m e n d  th e  c u ltu re , m e d ia  and  
s p o rt c o m m itte e  re o p e n  an in q u iry  in to  th e  issu e  w h e n  i t  h e ld  u rg e n t d iscu ss io n s  
to m o rro w .

M P s  fro m  a ll th re e  p a rtie s  a n d  C a b in e t m in is te rs  
in c lu d in g  M r  P re s c o tt a n d  fo rm e r c u ltu re  s e c re ta ry  
T essa  J o w e ll w e re  a m o n g  th e  ta rg e ts , th e  n e w s p a p e r 
sa id .

M r  P re s c o tt, a ske d  o n  C h a n n e l 4  N e w s  i f  he  had b e e n  
to ld  b y  p o lic e  th a t h is  p h o n e  w a s ta p p e d , s a id : 
"A b s o lu te ly  n o t.

I find it staggering that 
there could be a list 
known to the police of 
people who had their 
phone tapped

" I  f in d  i t  s ta g g e rin g  th a t th e re  c o u ld  be  a lis t  k n o w n  to  th e  p o lic e  o f  p e o p le  w h o  had  
th e ir  p h o n e  ta p p e d .

" I 'm  n a m e d  as o n e  o f  th e m , fo r  s u c h  a c r im in a l a c t n o t to  b e  re p o rte d  to  m e , and  fo r  
a c tio n  n o t to  b e  ta k e n  a g a in s t th e  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  d o n e  it ,  re fle c ts  v e ry  b a d ly  o n  
th e  p o lic e , a nd  I  w a n t to  k n o w  th e ir  a n s w e r."

T h e  G u a rd ia n  s a id  A n d y  C o u ls o n , C o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e r D a v id  C a m e ro n 's  d ire c to r o f  
c o m m u n ic a tio n s , w a s  d e p u ty  e d ito r  a n d  th e n  e d ito r  o f  th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  w h e n  
jo u rn a lis ts  w e re  u s in g  th e  p r iv a te  in v e s tig a to rs .

M r  C o u ls o n  re s ig n e d  fro m  th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  a fte r ro y a l e d ito r  C liv e  G o o d m a n  
w a s se n te n ce d  to  fo u r  m o n th s  in  p r is o n  in  J a n u a ry  2 0 0 7  fo r  p lo tt in g  to  h a c k  in to  
te le p h o n e  m essages b e lo n g in g  to  ro y a l a id e s .

M r  P re s c o tt s a id  o f  M r  C o u ls o n 's  c u rre n t ro le : " I  h o p e  M r  C a m e ro n  w i l l  c le a r h im  
o u t."  A n d  he  a d d e d : "S e e in g  som e o f  th e  s to rie s  in  th e  press th a t a re  a lw a y s  p r in te d  
a b o u t m e, a n d  th e  fa m ily ,  I  c o u ld n 't h e lp  b u t fe e l th a t th e y  h a d  m o re  access to  
p r iv a te  in fo rm a tio n .

"T h e  s e c re ta rie s  in  m y  o w n  o f f ic e  c o m p la in e d  th a t th e  jo u rn a lis ts  h a d  th e ir  p r iv a te  
te le p h o n e  n u m b e rs  a n d  m o b ile  n u m b e rs , a n d  c o u ld n 't im d e rs ta n d  w h y ."

T h e  G u a rd ia n  s a id  p a y m e n ts  o f  m o re  th a n  £1 m ill io n  h a v e  se cu re d  se c re cy  o v e r 
th re e  o u t-o f-c o u r t s e ttle m e n ts  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  s h o w n  th e  a lle g e d  m e th o d s  b e in g  
used .
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O ne  o f  th e  s e ttle m e n ts , to ta llin g  £ 7 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  le g a l costs  a n d  dam ages, in v o lv e d  
le g a l a c tio n  b ro u g h t b y  G o rd o n  T a y lo r , c h ie f  e x e c u tiv e  o f  th e  P ro fe s s io n a l 
F o o tb a lle rs  A s s o c ia tio n , th e  n e w s p a p e r sa id .

in  th e  G o o d m a n  t r ia l,  M r  T a y lo r  w a s  re v e a le d  as o ne  o f  th e  p u b lic  fig u re s  w h ose  
p h o n e  m essages w e re  ille g a lly  in te rc e p te d  b y  p r iv a te  in v e s tig a to r  G le n n  M u lc a ire .

A  s p o k e s w o m a n  fo r  N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l, th e  p a re n t c o m p a n y  o f  N e w s  G ro u p  
N e w s p a p e rs , s a id  to n ig h t: "N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l fe e ls  i t  is  in a p p ro p ria te  to  co m m e n t 
a t th is  t im e ."

R e fe r r in g  to  th e  a lle g e d  G o rd o n  T a y lo r  se ttle m e n t, M r  C o u ls o n  s a id : "T h is  s to ry  
re la te s  to  a n  a lle g e d  p a y m e n t m a d e  a fte r I  le f t  th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  tw o  a n d  h a lf  
ye a rs  ag o . " I  h a v e  n o  k n o w le d g e  w h a ts o e v a - o f  a n y  s e ttle m e n t w ith  G o rd o n  T a y lo r .

\

f  )  "T h e  M u lc a ire  case w a s  in v e s tig a te d  th o ro u g h ly  b y  th e  p o lic e  a n d  b y  th e  P ress
C o m p la in ts  C o m m is s i o n . I  to o k  f u l l  re s p o n s ib ility  a t th e  tim e  fo r  w h a t h ^ p e n e d  o n  
m y  w a tc h  b u t w ith o u t m y  k n o w le d g e  and re s ig n e d ."

• A d s  b y  G o o g le -  U K  T a b lo id  T h e  N e w s  U K  T h e  M irro r S u n  C o  U K
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•  T e a ch e r q u e s tio n e d  o v e r a tte m p te d  m u rd e r o f  p u p il
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M u r d o c h : c a s e s  in v o lv e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  an d  th e  S u n

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  »

•  S t im u lu s  p a c k a g e s  fo r m  c o r e  s u b je c t  a t G 8  su m m it
•  C h in e s e  s ta g e  s h o w  o f  f o r c e  to  s te m  e th n ic  v io le n c e

N I C K  D A V I E S  in  L o n d o n

R U P E R T  M U R D O C H ’S N e w s  G ro u p  n e w sp a p e r s  in  B r ita in  h a v e  p a id  o u t  m o r e  th a n  £1  m il l io n  
( € 1 .1 6  m il l io n )  to  s e t t le  le g a l  c a s e s  th a t th r e a te n e d  to  r e v e a l e v id e n c e  o f  h is  jo u r n a lis t s ’ r e p e a te d  
in v o lv e m e n t  in  th e  u s e  o f  c r im in a l m e th o d s  to  g e t  s to r ie s .

T h e  p a y m e n ts  s e c u r e d  s e c r e c y  o v e r  o u t -o f -c o u r t  s e t t le m e n ts  in  th r e e  c a s e s  th a t th r e a te n e d  to  e x p o s e  
e v id e n c e  o f  M u r d o c h  jo u r n a lis t s  u s in g  p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a to r s  w h o  i l l e g a l ly  h a c k e d  in to  th e  m o b ile  
p h o n e  m e s s a g e s  o f  p u b l ic  f ig u r e s  a n d  to  g a in  u n la w fu l a c c e s s  to  c o n f id e n t ia l  p e r so n a l d a ta  in c lu d in g  
ta x  r e c o r d s , s o c ia l  s e c u r ity  f i l e s ,  b a n k  s ta te m e n ts  a n d  i t e m is e d  p h o n e  b i l ls .

C a b in e t  m in is te r s , m e m b e r s  o f  p a r lia m e n t, a c to r s  a n d  sp o r ts  s ta r s  w e r e  a ll  ta r g e ts  o f  th e  p r iv a te  
in v e s t ig a to r s .

T h e  su p p r e s s e d  e v id e n c e  m a y  o p e n  th e  d o o r  to  h u n d r e d s  m o r e  le g a l  a c t io n s  b y  v ic t im s  o f  N e w s  
G ro u p , th e  M u r d o c h  c o m p a n y  th a t p u b lis h e s  th e  N ew s o f  the W o rld  a n d  th e  Sun  , a s  w e l l  a s  
p r o v o k in g  p o l ic e  in q u ir ie s  in to  rep o r te r s  w h o  w e r e  in v o lv e d  a n d  th e  s e n io r  e x e c u t iv e s  r e s p o n s ib le  
fo r  th e m . T h e  e v id e n c e  a ls o  p o s e s  d if f ic u lt  q u e s t io n s  for:

-  o p p o s it io n  C o n s e r v a t iv e  p a r ty  le a d e r  D a v id  C a m e r o n ’s  d ir e c to r  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n s , A n d y  C o u ls o n ,
w h o  w a s  d e p u ty  e d ito r  a n d  th e n  e d ito r  o f  th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  w h e n  j o u m a h s t s  fo r  w h o m  h e  w a s  
r e s p o n s ib le  w e r e  e n g a g in g  in  a p p a r e n tly  i l l e g a l  a c ts; ............. ..............

-  M u r d o c h  e x e c u t iv e s  w h o ,  a lb e it  in  g o o d  fa ith , m is le d  a  p a r lia m e n ta r y  s e le c t  c o m m it te e , th e  U K  
P r e ss  C o m p la in ts  C o m m is s io n  a n d  th e  p u b lic ;

-  th e  L o n d o n  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e ,  w h o  d id  n o t  a ler t a ll  th o s e  w h o s e  p h o n e s  w e r e  ta r g e te d , a n d  th e  
c r o w n  p r o s e c u t io n  s e r v ic e ,  w h ic h  d id  n o t  p u r su e  a ll  p o s s ib le  c h a r g e s  a g a in s t  N e w s  G ro u p  p e r s o n n e l;  
and

h t t p : / /w w w .ir i s h t im e s .e o m /n e w s p a p e r /w o r ld /2 0 0 9 /0 7 0 9 /1 2 2 4 2 5 0 3 1 7 9 7 2 .h t m l
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- the Press Complaints Comm ission, w hich claimed to have conducted an investigation but failed to 
uncover any evidence o f ille g a l activ ity.

The suppressed legal cases are linked to the ja ilin g  in  January 2007 o f News o f the W orld reporter 
C live  Goodman fo r hacking in to  the m obile phones o f three royal staff, an offence imder the 
Regulation o f Investigatory Powers Act. A t the tim e. News International said it  knew o f no other 
jo u rn a lis t who was involved in  hacking phones and that Goodman had been acting w ithout their 
knowledge.

However, one senior source at the M et said that during the Goodman inqu iry, officers had found 
evidence o f News Group s ta ff using private investigators who hacked into “ thousands”  o f mobile 
phones.

A nother source w ith  d irect knowledge o f the police findings put the figure at “ two or three thousand” 
m obiles.

They suggest that MPs from  a ll three U K  parties and cabinet m inisters, includ ing form er deputy 
prim e m inister John Prescott and form er culture secretary Tessa Jowell, were among the targets.

News International has always m aintained that it  has no knowledge o f phone hacking by anybody 
acting on its behalf.

A  private investigator who had been w orking fo r News Group, Glenn M ulcaire, was also ja iled  in  
January 2007.

He adm itted hacking in to  the phones o f five  other targets, includ ing Gordon Taylor, ch ie f executive 
o f the Professional Footballers’ Association. Am ong the phones he hacked in to were those o f the 
L ibera l Democrat MP Simon Hughes, celebrity PR M ax C liffo rd , model E lle MacPherson and 
foo tba ll agent Sky Andrew.

News Group denied a ll knowledge o f the hacking, but M r Taylor last year sued on the basis that it  
must have known about it.

In  documents in itia lly  subm itted to the U K  h igh court. News Group executives said the company had 
, 1 not been involved in  any way in  M u lca ire ’s hacking o f M r Taylo r’ s phone. They specifica lly denied 
■ iJ  keeping any recording or notes o f intercepted messages and claiimed they had not even been aware o f 

the hacking.

B ut at the request o f M r T ay lo r’s lawyers, the court ordered the production o f evidence from  
Scotland Yard’s inqu iry  in  the Goodman case and from  a separate inqu iry  by the U K  Inform ation 
Commissioner in to  journa lists who dishonestly obtain confidentia l personal records.

The Scotland Yard file s  included paperwork w hich revealed that, contrary to News Group’ s in itia l 
denial, M ulcaire had provided a recording o f the messages on M r T aylo r’ s phone to a News o f the 
JTbrW journa list who had transcribed and e-mailed them to a senior reporter; and a News o f the 
W orld  executive had offered M ulca ire a substantial bonus fo r a story related to the intercepted 
messages.

Several famous figures in  footba ll are among those whose messages were intercepted. Coulson was 
editing the paper at th is tim e. He said th is  week he knew nothing about M r T aylo r’s action, which 
began after he le ft the paper.

The paperwork from  the U K  In fo rm ation  Commission revealed the names o f 31 journalists working 
fo r the News o f the W orld  and the Sun , together w ith  the details o f government agencies, banks,

1 3 5
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phone companies and others who were conned into handing over confidentia l in form ation on 
po litic ians, actors, sportsmen and women, musicians and television presenters, a ll o f whom  are 
named.

This is an offence under the U K  Data Protection A ct unless it  is ju s tifie d  by public interest.

Senior editors are among those im plicated. This activ ity  occurred before the m obile phone hacking, 
when Coulson was deputy and the editor was Rebekah Wade, now due to become ch ie f executive o f 
News International. The extent o f the ir personal knowledge, i f  any, is not clear.

Faced w ith  th is evidence. News International changed its position, started offe ring cash payments to 
settle the case out o f court, and paid out £700,000 in  legal costs and damages on the condition M r 
Taylor signed a gagging clause.

News Group then persuaded the court to seal the file  on M r T ay lo r’ s case, even though it  contained 
p rim a  fa c ie  evidence o f crim ina l activ ity .

. A t least tw o other foo tba ll figures file d  complaints, which were settled earlier this year when News 
) International paid more than £300,000 in  damages and costs on condition they signed gagging 

clauses. — (Guardian service)

This article  appears in  the p rin t ed ition o f the Irish  Times 
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P h o n e  t a p s ;  M e t  t o  ' e s t a b l i s h  f a c t s ' ,  P C C  

t o  i n v e s t i g a t e

9 July 2009

By Paul McNally, and PA Mediapoint, Press Association

Metropolitan Police assistant commissioner John Yates is to "establish the facts" about claims that the 
News of the World hacked into mobile phones and will report back later today.

Met commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson told Skv News: "I have asked him to establish the facts of this case 
and look into the detail."

He added: "I think we have got a track record of doing exactly what we are supposed to do. If we need to 
investigate, we will investigate.

"We will do the right thing and do what we have to do to investigate crime wherever it exists."

He was speaking following claims by The Guardian that News Group Newspapers, which publishes titles 
including the News of the World, has paid out more than £1m to settle cases that threatened to reveal 
evidence of its journalists’ alleged involvement in telephone hacking.

MPs from all three parties including former deputy prime minister John Prescott and Cabinet minister Tessa 
Jowell were among the targets of the alleged phone taps. The Guardian said.

It quoted sources saying police officers found evidence of News Group staff using private investigators who 
hacked into "thousands" of mobile phones.

Ministers will face questions about the allegations in the Commons this morning.

Liberal Democrat MP Evan Harris has tabled an urgent question asking Home Secretary Alan Johnson 
about the response of police and prosecutors to alleged "illegal surveillance" by newspapers.

Harris, a member of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights, said: "While we are rightly 
worried about Government surveillance getting out of hand, the public also have the right to be protected 
from illegal actions by newspapers and their agents.

"I want to see effective investigative journalism - especially of public figures who wield power - but such 
journalism must be within the law.

'The law must be seen to take its full course when wrongdoing is found to avoid suggestions that wealthy 
interests are able to buy their way out of the criminal justice system."

The Press Complaints Commission conducted an inquiry in 2007 into the use of subterfuge by journalists 
and came up with a number of recommendations to ensure that phone tapping was eliminated.

"The PCC has previously made clear that it finds the practice of phone message tapping deplorable," the 
Commission said in a statement today.

"Any suggestion that further transgressions have occurred since its report was published in 2007 will be 
investigated without delay.

"In the meantime, the PCC is contacting the Guardian newspaper and the Information Commissioner for 
any further specific information in relation to the claims, published today about the older cases, which 
suggest the Commission has been misled at any stage of its inquiries into these matters."

http  ://www.pressgazette .co .uk/story .asp?sectioncode= 1 & sto ry code=43945& c=  1
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M P s  t o  r e o p e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t a b l o i d  

p h o n e  t a p  c l a i m s

9 July 2009

By Press Gazette reporters, and PA Mediapoint

The Commons culture, media and sport select committee is poised to reopen an inquiry into tabloid phone 
tapping following fresh claims by the Guardian newspaper.

Conservative MP John Whittingdale, who chairs the committee, will convene an urgent meeting today to 
discuss the allegations and will then summon newspaper editors to answer "serious" questions.

He spoke out after the Guardian claimed News Group Newspapers, which publishes the News of the World 
and The Sun, had paid out more than £1m to settle cases that threatened to reveal evidence of its 
journalists' alleged involvement in telephone hacking.

MPs from all three parties including former deputy prime minister John Prescott and cabinet minister Tessa 
Jowell were among the targets of the alleged phone taps, The Guardian said.

The Guardian piece, by investigative journalist and Flat Earth News author Nick Davies, quoted sources 
saying police officers found evidence of News Group staff using private investigators who had hacked into 
"thousands" of mobile phones.

Whittingdaie totcf the Press Association: "My view is that this has raised very serious questions about the 
evidence given to us.

"There are a number of questions I would like to put to News International on the basis of what The 
Guardian has reported."

‘Matter of urgency'

http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=l&storycode=43944&c=l
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The committee would examine the matter "as a matter of urgency" at a scheduled meeting later today, he 
said.

"It may well be that we decide we wish to have somebody from News International to appear before us."

He said he had seen no "direct evidence" that assurances previously given to the committee by the 
publisher on the matter had been untrue.

But he added: "If that is the case it does beg the question why News International have apparently paid 
huge sums of money in settlement of actions in the courts.

"That is a question I would wish to put to News International."

Prescott said he wanted answers from the police over the claims they knew his phone was tapped by 
private investigators working for journalists.

"I find it staggering that there could be a list known to the police of people who had their phone tapped," he 
said.

'Tm named as one of them, for such a criminal act not to be reported to me, and for action not to be taken 
against the people who have done it, reflects very badly on the police, and I want to know their answer."

The Guardian said Andy Coulson, Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications, was 
deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World when journalists were using the private investigators.

Coulson resigned from the News of the World after royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to four 
months in prison in January 2007 for plotting to hack into telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

Settlements

The Guardian said the £1m paid out by News Group to secure secrecy concerned three out-of-court 
settlements in cases that would have shown the alleged methods being used.

One of the settlements, totalling £700,000 in legal costs and damages, involved legal action brought by 
Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association, the newspaper said.

In the Goodman trial, Taylor was revealed as one of the public figures whose phone messages were 
illegally intercepted by private investigator Glenn Mulcaire.

Coulson said last night; 'This story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the News of the World 
two and half years ago.

"I have no knowledge whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

"The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press Complaints Commission. I 
took full responsibility at the time for what happened on my watch but without my knowledge and resigned."

Labour sought to use the allegations to question CouIson's role with the Conservatives.

Former cabinet minister Geoff Hoon said; "It is hard to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can 
continue as David Cameron's communications chief while such a cloud hangs over his reputation.

"David Cameron must make clear what action he intends to take on this matter."

'Out of control'

Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman Chris Huhne said: "At the very least Andy Coulson was 
responsible for a newspaper that was out of control and at worst he was personally implicated.
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"Either way, a future prime minister cannot have someone who is involved in these sort of underhand 
tactics. The exact parallel is with Damian McBride.

"If it is more than a thousand (phone taps) it seems most unlikely to me to have been just one journalist. 
There needs to be a full investigation."

A spokeswoman for News International, the parent company of News Group Newspapers, said; "News 
International feels it is inappropriate to comment at this time."

Responding to the claims, the Metropolitan Police said in a statement: "The MPS carried out an 
investigation into the alleged unlawful interception of telephone calls.

"Officers liaised closely with the Crown Prosecution Service. Two people were charged and subsequently 
convicted and jailed. We are not prepared to comment further."

PR agent Max Clifford is another whose phone was allegedly hacked into, according to the Guardian. He 
said the claims raised "lots of serious questions".

Clifford - who works with some of Britain’s best known celebrities - told the BBC; "If these allegations prove 
to be true, then it's something that an awful lot of people are going to very unhappy about."

He also asked; "Why has this just come out? According to the Guardian, it's come from police sources.

"If the police had this information, why didn't they act on it? There are lots of questions that need to be 
answered, serious questions."

Serious questions

Former home secretary Charles Clarke said that the allegations in The Guardian raised serious questions 
for News International, the Conservatives, and the police.

"I think it is outrageous. I think we do need action immediately," he told the BBC Radio 4 Today programme.

"News International has to publish the full list of those that they have bugged, I think that David Cameron 
has to sack Andy Coulson because his denial is very narrow in the extreme. I think David Cameron himself 
has to be much clearer about the situation.

"I think that the Home Secretary should be asking the Chief Inspector of Constabulary for a Hill report about 
the police behaviour in this whole incident."

Cameron, speaking outside his home in west London this morning, said: "It's wrong for newspapers to 
breach people's privacy with no justification.

"That is why Andy Coulson resigned as editor of the News of the World two-and-a-half years ago.

"Of course I knew about that resignation before offering him the job. But I believe in giving people a second 
chance.

"As director of communications for the Conservatives he does an excellent job in a proper, upright way at all 
times."
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Reaction to phone hack claims
The newspaper publisher News 
International paid £lm in three 
court cases after News of the 
World journalists were accused 
of involvement in phone 
hacktngr it has been claimed.
The Guardian alleges 
jourrtallsts hired private 
investigators who obtained 
information illegally on 
thousands of people and that 
the police knew about it and 
did not act.

Thousands politicians and celebrities were aliegediy tarĝ ed

The alfegations have sparked outrage both from those allegedly 
targeted, and from media insiders. Here are some of their responses.

ANDREW NEIL

Mr Neil is a former editor of the Sunday Times which is 
published by News Intemattonai.
Tm  shocked by the scale of it and by the allegations and evidence 
that they have presented of widespread criminal activity.

“I'm also shocked by the Inability of either the police or the courts or 
the Press Complaints Commission or anybody else basically to do 
anything about It, basically to collude in sweeping It under the carpet.

Those who have been on the receiving end of this criminal activity so 
f a r  have not had recourse to justice.

"Someone has yet to explain to me why getting into the voicemali of 
[the actress] Gwyneth Paltrow after she's had a baby Is in the public 
Interest.

They were Investigating celebrities, they were looking for scandal, 
they were looking for sexual impropriety and so on. They weren't 
operating in the public interest and I  think that would be an impossible 
defence."

DAVID CAMERON

The Conservative leader has defended his director of 
communications, Andy Coulson, who was editor at the News of 
the World at the time the alleged hacking took place.
"It Is wrong for newspapers to breach people's privacy without 
justification. I  mean that is why after atf Andy Coulson resigned from 
the News of the World two-and-a-half years ago.

“Of course I knew about that resignation when I gave him a job.

“But I  believe In giving people a second chance and as the director of 
communications he does an excellent job for the Conservative Party 
and behaves properly and in an upright way in everything he does."

PHONE HACKING ALLEGATIONS

LATEST NEWS
Police to probe phone hack claims 
Prescott calls for Investigation 
Tories say Coulson's job ‘safe' 
News of the World 'bugging' daim

ANALYSIS
Q&A: Phone hacking rov/
Profile: Andy Coulson 
Reaction to allegations

RELATED INTERNET UNKS 
News International 
News of the World 
The Guardian

The BSC fs not responsible for the concent of external 
internet sites
TOP UK STORIES 
'Pupil murder bid' teacher held 
Pollcs to probe phone hack dalms 
Soldier ‘had Olympics ambition'
^  [ News needs

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW 

SHARED READ . WATCHED/LISTENED
'Pupil murder bid' teacher held 
Hardware makers support Google OS 
Life without men 
7 questions on GCSE maUis 
7 questions on GCSE history 
What happens to ice falling from planes? 
Gang jailed for teenager's murder 
Dixon joins Strictly dance judges 
Mystery surrounds Jackson burial 
Mobile phone directory to launch

Most popular now, in detail

JOHN PRESCOTT

The former deputy prime minister was one of the alleged 
targets of the phone hacking.
"If these allegations are to be believed, the enormity of it Is 
unbelievable.

“I am actually staggered that Mr Cameron, who employed Mr Coulson, 
who was the editor at the time through all these aflegaOons, says he's 
quite relaxed about these allegations.

"I find that staggering... To say he's relaxed about this is just 
unbelievable.

"He (Mr Coulson) should come before the [Commons culture]
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c o m m it te e  and  e x p la in  w h a t  he did k n o w . I t 's  t im e  fo r h im  to  s p e a k  

o u t  a n d  i t ’s t im e  fo r  M r  C a m e ro n  to  a s k  th e  e s s e n tia l q u e s tio n s  th a t  he  

c an  c e r ta in ly  find  o u t if  he  re a d s  th e  G u a rd ia n ."

MAX CLIFFORD
T h e  p u b l l c f s t  i s  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a l l e g e d l y  t a r g e t e d  b y  t h e  N e w s

o f  t h e  W o r ld .

" I f  th e s e  a lle g a tio n s  tu rn  o u t to  be  t ru e ,  th e n  it 's  s o m e th in g  an a w fu l 
lo t  p e o p le  a re  g o ing  to  be  v e ry  u n h a p p y  a b o u t, a n d  ju s t if ia b ly  so , ju s t  

as  I  w a s .

■^Why has  i t  ju s t  c o m e  o u t?  B e c a u s e  acc o rd in g  to  th e  G u a rd ia n  it's  

c o m e  fro m  po lice  s o u rc e s , so if th e  p o lice  ha d  th is  s tu ff , w hy  d id n 't  

th e y  a c t  on  it?

" W h a t  I  a m  c o n s id e rin g  d o in g  is le t 's  s e e  w h a t  e v id e n c e  th e re  is , le t ’s 

m a k e  a b s o lu te ly  su re  th a t  w h a t  is in th e  G u a rd ia n  is 1 0 0 %  tru e , w h a t  

p ro o f th e r e  is, a n d  th e n  o b v io u s ly  I 'v e  g o t to  c o n s id e r m y  o p tio n s .

"You n e e d  to  m a k e  s u re  th a t  it n e v e r  h a p p e n s  a g a in  be ca u s e  it  to ta lly  

e x c e e d s  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  m e d ia . A fre e  p ress  is v ita lly  im p o r ta n t in a 

d e m o c ra c y , b u t th is  is  fa r  to o  m u c h ."
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Q&A: Phone hacking row
As police prepare to examine claims of widespread mobile 
phone hackinp by the News of the World, we look at some of 
the key questions surrounding the story.
What Is the row ail about?
The Guardian newspaper's front page Is claiming journallsis on the 
tabloid News of the V/orfd were involved in widespread phone-hacking 
of several thousand celebrities, sports stars and politicians.

The paper says it has evidence that News Group Newspapers - owner 
of The News of the World, the Sun, the Times and the Sunday Times - 
paid £lm  to settle legal cases that might have revealed evidence of 
the journalists' illegal activities.

If that evidence had been made available, then victims of phone 
hacking may have been able take action against the News of the
World.

The Guardian says the News of the World made a £700,000 payout to 
Gordon Taylor, head of the Professional Footballers’ Association - but 
only on condition that details of his case were not made public, the 
paper said.
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News Group's lawyers are then accused by the paper of persuading the responsible for the content of sxta
court to "seal the fite" on Mr Taylor's case to prevent ail public access.

The allegations have not only caused deep concern for those who were 
apparently targeted but also raised questions over who knew the 
extent of the illegal activity and why more was not done to tackle it.

As well as the News of the World, those in the spotlight include the 
Crown Prosecution Service which allegedly agreed to seal the Pile, and 
the Metropolitan Police who failed to alert the alleged victims.

Fingers are also being pointed at Andy Coulson, News of the World 
editor when the allegations were made, and now a key figure In the 
Conservative party.

Former deputy PM John Prescott, one of the alleged targets, has called 
for police to investigate- Other including Lord Mandelson and former 
Home Secretary Charles Clarke have also waded into the row.

Why has it now come to light?
The story stems from the jailing of News of the World royal reporter 
Oive Goodman in 2007 for hacking into the mobile phones of three 
royal staff. At the time, News International said Goodman had been 
acting without their knowledge.

During that case it emerged private investigator Glenn Mulcaire tapped 
into the phones of Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional 
Footballers' Association, and four other prominent figures.

A year later Gordon Taylor sued News Group, w h ic h  o w n s  t h e  N e w s  o r  
the World, on the basis that its senior executives must have known 
about the alleged operation.

An out-of-court settlement was reached on condition that details of the 
case were not made public.

The Guardian claims the information from the case • which would have 
exposed allegations of widespread phone hacking by News of the 
World journalists - was then suppressed by the police and the High 
Court.

And it is some of that information that they disclosed In their 
newspaper on Thursday.

Whose phone wras hacked Into?
Cabinet ministers, MPs, actors and sports stars are all said to have 
been bugged.

On the Guardian's list are former deputy Prime Minister John Prescott, 
former culture secretary Tessa Jowell, celebrity cook Nigella Lawson,

Internet sites
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actress Gwyneth Paltrow, London Mayor Boris )ohnson, comedian 
Lenny Henry, singer George Michael and the late Jade Goody,

The Guardian quotes one source as saying between "2,000 and 3,000" 
public figures had been bugged.

Who is Andy Coulson?
Andy Coulson was editor of the News of the Worid at the time when his 
journalists were allegedly involved in phone hacking into thousands of 
mobiles. Now he is director of communications for the Conservative 
party.

He started his journalism career on regional papers, before rising 
rapidly through the ranks to become News of the World editor by his 
mid 30s.

He oversaw a string of tabloid exclusives on the private lives of David 
Beckham, David Blunkett and Sven Goran Eriksson.

But he resigned in January 2007 on the day Clive Goodman was jailed 
for four months for illegal phone hacking.

He denied knowledge of events, but said he would take the ultimate 
responsibility for them. A Press Complaints Commission investigation 
found no evidence that he or anyone else at the paper was aware of 
Goodman's illegal activities.

Less than six months later though he was back in a Job, hired by David 
Cameron to be his director of communications and planning.

What have the Tories said?
Conservative leader David Cameron is standing by his communications 
director. Insisting his job is safe.

"He does an excellent job for the Conservatives, in a proper, upright 
way at all times," he said.

"It's wrong for newspapers to breach people’s privacy with no 
justification.

"That is why Andy Couison resigned as editor of the News of the World 
two-and-a-half years ago. Of course I knew about that resignation 
before offering him the Job. But I believe in giving people a second 
chance.”

Why didn't the police investigate?
It is unclear yet how for any police investigation has gone. What is 
known is that the alleged targets of the phone hacking were not 
informed when the information about the hack operation first came to 
light.

On Thursday, Met Police Commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson announced 
a s e n io r  officer had been ordered to "establish the facts" on the case.

Legal experts say even if the police had been aware of other phone 
hacking targets, unless there were complainants, they would not 
necessarily have investigated further.

However, John Prescott has said that if the victims were kept in the 
dark in the first place, they were unlikely to been able to complain.

Legal analyst Joshua Rozenberg said there was no obligation on the 
police to inform the alleged targets of the phone tapping.

"I think the police would say they don't go around publishing 
Information like this," he said.

"It's their job to investigate crimes and pass information onto the 
Crown Prosecution Service. And if the CPS chose not to prosecute, or 
even to tell the people involved, that's their decision."

How can a mobile phone be hacked?
Security expert Mark Cooper says there are three methods by which a 
mobile telephone calls can be intercepted.

This can be done either at the handset, or during the conversation - 
which is illegal and very expensive - or through the mobile phone 
company which connects the device.

Are there laws preventing people from hacking into phones?
It is illegal to gain access to another person's telephone under Section 
1 of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA).

Legal affairs analyst Jon Silverman said the only exception is if the 
hacking is being done by the authorities, who will have gained legal 
clearance.

He said: The RIPA act was a c o n t r o v e r s ia l  one. The government 
wanted to put on a statutory footing the activities of bodies like the 
police, MIS and security agencies generally.
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"It raises the question of the very buoyant market for confidential 
information in this country and the biggest buyers are the media."
W h a t  a r e  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  b r e a k i n g  t h e  l a w  I n  t h i s  w a y ?

The maximum sentence is two years in prison, or a fine, or possibly 
both.
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S K Y NEWS

P M :  P h o n e  H a c k s  R a i s e  S e r i o u s  

Q u e s t i o n s
4;52pm UK , Thursday Ju ly 09, 2009

G o r d o n  B r o w n  h a s  s a i d  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p h o n e  h a c k i n g  b y  a  

Sunday newspaper raises "serious questions" - as 
David Cameron comes under pressure to sack his top 
media aide.

I

Andy Coulson joined David Cameron's team in July 2007

Speaking at the G8 sum m it in Italy, the  Prime Minister said: "I am not aware of the details of w hat is 
being talked about, o ther than that there is an issue on this in London.

He added; "I think th is ra ises questions that are serious and will obviously have to be considered."
Mr Brown spoke as calls cam e for the  Tory leader to sack his head o f com m unications, Andy Coulson, 
over the affair.

The Guardian claimed News Group Newspapers paid out more than £1m  to settle cases that threatened 
to reveal evidence o f its journalists involvem ent in illegal hacking.

The affa ir has led to questions being asked about Andy Coulson, the 
fo rm er News o f the W orld editor and current com m unications chief for 
the Tory leader.

He w as in charge o f the Sunday paper w hen its royal editor Clive 
G oodm an was sent to jail fo r  trying to hack into the voicemail o f royal 
aides.

Mr Coulson later resigned over the affair.

Culture, Media and Sport Secretary Ben Bradshaw said Mr Cameron 
has questions to answer.

On his Twitter feed, he wrote; "David Cam eron, the  police and the 
Press Com plaints Commission all have questions to answer in relation 
to today's Guardian revelalions."
And Lib Dem home affairs spokesman Chris Huhne also weighed in.

He said if it was right fo r the Prime M in ister to sack adviser Damian M cBride over em ails containing 
allegations about s e n io r  Conservatives, it was right that Mr Cameron should sack M r Coulson,
However, the Tory leader defended his man.

"O f course I knew about that resignation before offering him the job. But I believe in giving people a 
second chance," M r Cam eron said.

Gordon Brown wants answers
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"As director of communications for the Consen/atives he does an excellent job in a proper, upright way at 
ail times."
Meanwhile, the police have got involved.
Assistant Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, John Yates, will "establish the facts" about the story 
and will report back later today.
"We will do the right thing and do what we have to do to investigate crime wherever it exists," 
Commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson told Sky News.

W h it t in g d a le :  N e w s  In t  H a s  Q u e s t io n s  T o  A n s w e r

Home Office minister David Hanson said the allegations were serious and deserved investigation.
Meanwhile, Tory MP John Whittingdaie, who chairs the culture, media and sport committee, told Sky 
News he will reopen an inquiry, held after the revelations in 2007, into the issue.
"At that time, we took evidence from News international who gave us absolute assurance that this was a 
one-off," he told Sky News.
"I haven't seen  any evidence to disprove that but on the other hand if these payments have been made, 
a s  the Guardian suggests, it does raise the question: why?"
Senior Labour figures say they question they Judgement of Mr Cameron in hiring Mr Coulson.
Former deputy Prime Minister John Prescott told Sky News he had written a letter to the Tory leader 
asking him if he had questioned Mr Coulson about his involvement
"How is it that ail these other authorities are inquiring into the affair and he is the only one not prepared to 
conduct a proper investigation?" he asked.
Mr Prescott's was one of the phones apparently hacked into by private investigators working for the 
News of the World.
"So the question Cameron must answer is 'do you back him or sack him?"'

C h a r le s  C la r k e :  H a c k in g  S c a n d a l T a in ts  C a m e ro n
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Former home secretary Charles Clarke told Sky News: "For David Cameron to leave Andy Couison there 
shows very serious misjudgement

.t "In fact, I would say, it disqualifies him from being leader of this country."
Tony Blair's former aide Aiastair Campbelltoid Sky News Mr Cameron still had questions to answer, "not 
least about his Judgemenf'.
“He came out this morning, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, and said there is no problem and there will not 
be a sacking.
"He may be right but we have to know that he has at least asked the right questions...There are too many 
unanswered questions."
Mr Couison released a statement on W ednesday night.
It said: "This story relates to an alleged payment made after! left the News of the World two and half 
years ago.
"I have no knowledge whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

^  'The Mulcaire [royalj ca se  w as investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press Complaints 
Commission. ’ ~  "
"1 took full responsibility at the time for what happened on my watch but without my knowledge and 
resigned."

, __ Sky's political correspondent Joey Jones said: "It needs to be
j recognised that this is very much being ramped up politically.

"Labour Party figures know how important Andy Coufson is to David 
Cameron and they seem  to se e  this as an opportunity to put pressure on 
the Tory leader.
'They know that by making links between this case  and the case of 
Damien McBride, a s John Prescott has been doing, they will make 
things uncomfortable for the Conservative Party."
News International is part of the group which has a controlling stake in 
Sky News owner BskyB.

Prescott wants police involvement

COMMENTS TO THE STORY

S u re ly  M r C am eron  has g o t it  w ro n g , he  sa id  n e w sp a p e rs  sh o u ld  n o t be  a llo w e d  to  tap  
p hones w ith o u t ju s tific a tio n . T h e re  is  no  ju s tific a tio n  w h a ts o e v e r fo r n e w sp a p e rs  to  tap  
phones.
P o s te d  B y  lE x p a t  R e p o rt T h is
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S K Y NEWS

P o l i c e  L o o k i n g  i n t o  P h o n e  H a c k i n g  C l a i m s
BREAKING NEW S
12:31pm UK, Thursday July 09, 2009

A  s e n i o r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  w i l l  " e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a c t s "  a b o u t  

c l a i m s  a  n e w s p a p e r  h a c k e d  I n t o  t h e  m o b i l e  p h o n e s  o f  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  i n c l u d i n g  c e l e b r i t i e s  a n d  

p o l i t i c i a n s .

C lockw ise  from top left: M cPherson , Prescott, Jewel! and Paltrow

Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson told Sky News he has asked Assistant 
Commissioner John Yates to report back today.
The investigation follows daim s that police officers found evidence of News International staff using 
private investigators to illegally intercept voicemail m essages.
The company, which publishes the News Of The World and The Sun, paid out more than £1m to settle 
c a ses  which threatened to reveal evidence of its journalists' alleged involvement, according to The 
Guardian.
Sir Paul said: "1 think w e have got a track record of doing exactly what w e are supposed to do. If we need 
to investigate, we will investigate.
"We will do the right thing and do what we have to do to investigate crime wherever it exists."

B o r is :  I 'm  N o t B o th e r e d
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s ie v in g

MPs from all three parties, including former deputy prime minister John Prescott and Cabinet minister 
Tessa Jowell, were among the targets, The Guardian said.
Model Eiie McPherson, Oscar-winning actress Gwyneth Paltrow and singer George Michael were also 
among those whose phones were hacked into, the newspaper alleged.
Mr Prescott said he wanted answers from the police over the claims they knew his phone was hacked 
into by private investigators working for journalists.
PR agent Max Clifford, another whose phone was allegedly hacked into, added; "If the police had this 
information, why didn't they act on it?
"There are lots of questions that need to be answered, serious questions."
A spokeswoman for News International said; "News International feels it is inappropriate to comment at 
this time."
The Guardian said Andy Coulson, Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications, 
was deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World at the time.

. He resigned after royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to four 
I months in prison for plotting to hack into telephone m essages belonging 

to royal aides.
: M r Cam eron has Ins is ted  Mr C oulson w ill n o t lose h is  jo b  over the
; c la im s in  The G uardian.

The newspaper said one of the settlements made, totalling £700,000 in 
legal costs and damages, involved a case  brought by Gordon Taylor, 
chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association.
In the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor was revealed as one of the public 
figures whose phone m essages were illegally intercepted by private 
investigator Glenn Mufcaire, who was also jailed in 2007.
News International is part of the group which also owns Sky News.Clifford unhappy about claims

COMMENTS TO THE STORY

O u tra g e o u s  red to p  b e h a v io u r. S till th e  P C A  w ill be  to o th le s s  to  d o  a n y th in g  a b o u t it
--P osied-B y-tD -am M ep^ad  T h is ............ .................................................... .

I w o n d e r w h e re  th is  s to ry  g o t le a ke d  fro m  ................ A n yo n e  lik e  to  g ue ss?
P o s te d  B y  '.W illiam  R e p o rt T h is
D id  C ou fson  a rriv e  w ith  a  d o s s ie r  o f  d irt?  Is  th a t w h y  he  g o t th e  T o ry  g ig ?  T h e  m o re  you  
look, th e  m ore  you  se e  - sa m e  o ld  T o rie s , sam e o ld  s te n ch . It's  in cu m b e n t upon  p ro p e r 
jo u rn a lis ts , S ky in c lu d e d , to  s ta rt a sk in g  rea l q u e s tio n  and  s to p  su ck in g  up to  C a m e ro n 's  
c liq u e .
P o s te d  B y  rm ackenz ie  e v a n s  R e p o rt T h is
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If it's  tru e , N ew s In te rn a tio n a l sh o u ld  be sh u t dow n. T h is  is b la ta n tly  c rim in a l b eh a v io r 
(w h ich  th e y  w ill no d o u b t try  to  d e n y  and b lam e  on in d iv id u a ls .)
P o s te d  B y  :T im  H  R e p o rt T h is
L a b o u r b ack in g  p a p e r w o n d e r w h y  th is  new s is o u t,sm e a rs  a ll o v e r a ga in .
P o s te d  B y  :spo ton  R e p o rt T h is
!t d id n 't ta k e  long  fo r  T he  P o lic e  to  be ca lle d  in  d id  it? . B ut, w h e n  it com e s to  M P 's fid d lin g  
th e ir e xp e n se s , T h e  P o lice  a re  kn o w h e re  to  be  seen !
P o s te d  B y  :P e te r  R e p o rt T h is
Copyright ©2009 BskyB
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Snowbiog

A rtic le

T im e fo r  w h is tle -b low ing  in  the  tab lo ids
Author; Jon SnowIPosted: 10:44 am on 09/07/09

Category: Snowblog | Tags: bbc trust/ Jon Snow/ mobile phone/ News o f  the W orld / ofeom/ Phone Tapping/ press complaints commission

“ F ve  always assumed my phone was tapped” , John Prescott to ld me last night on Channel 4 News, 1 guess I hadn’ t  Bu t now that I read the Guardian 
revelations about the goings on inside News International, I suppose I should.

A n y  rational assessment recognises that email is unsafe. It is dea rly  hadcabie by anyone from friends, relatives and work colleagues to more malign 
forces - from the corporate to the crim inal and even the sMe.

B u t somehow when it comes to the little th ing that burps and rings at inopportune moments in m y pocket, I don’ t g ive a thought to the idea that 
someone somewhere is listening to my doings.

A  couple o f years ago my p rivacy was vio lated by a tablo id that decided to have me in  a six-year telationship w ith a woman I had never heard o f  or 
met in a c ity  I had not visited in nearly quarter o f  a centaty. Then as now, despite these revelations about the M urdoch papers’ activ ities’ I do not 
believe my phone was tapped, merely that I was a v ic tim  o f  sensationalist fabrication.

Bu t the serious point from both m y experience and that o f  the vast number o f  people whose privacy seems to have been violated in the present matter, 
is the complete absence o f  accountable regulation in the newspaper end o f  the media. The broadcasting industry is regulated by Ofeom  and the B B C  
Trust. Whatever the shortcomings o f these regulators (and in the B B C  Trust look  no further than their handling o f complaints g a in s t  the B B C ’ s 
m iddle east correspondent Jeremy Bowen), doing what the M urdoch group is accused o f  doing would quite s im p ly  bring the regulatory fist down on 
ai! concerned.
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When the News o f the World scandal first broke, and their royal correspondent Clive Goodmtm was jailed for tapping into the phones of the royal 
household, the se lf regulating press complaints commission (PCC) talked but its actions resulted in all but no action. Indeed editors o f  these papers 
actually sit on the PCC - including the editor o f the very organ that published the stuff in which my own identity was traduced.

Fear of media regulation centres on a natural fear o f  censorship. In 30 years o f broadcasting 1 have never been seriously compromised in my work by 
cerrsorship in the UK other than at the hand o f  D-notices issued by govemrrrent on the pretext that material might prejudice national security.

The time may have dawned when the whistle is blown on practices revealed irtside one of the biggest media groups in the world. 1 believe the whistle 
must now be blown on the PCC too.

It is a fig leaf behind which all sorts o f pernicious and unacceptable practice is tolerated in the media that it supposedly regulates. There needs to be a 
wholly independent regulator through whom the aggrieved, the wronged and the offended csm win redress.

The tabloid press have done much to run down our sense ourselves and our society and the worth of others in a manner unsurpassed anywhere else in 
western Europe. If  anyone is to blame for the urgent necessity for their better regulation, they are.

PermaIink|iQ ^  1(41 Comments
UK banking needs more than hard self-regulation Carla Bruni sidestens G8 

C o m m e n tsS h o w in g  o ld es t f i r s t  a

1. At 1:40 pm on July 9,2009 Ross Burton wrote;

Hear hear. The PCC are worse than useless and need to be replaced.

I was curious to see what had been written about Jon smd googled “jon snow daily mail” . htto://www.dailvmail.eo.uk/home/article-459497/Jon- 
Snow—No-truth-allegations.html was the first hit, and very telling it is to.

Permalink|Retx)rt IRepIv

2. At 2:03 pm on July 9,2009 Anthony Martin wrote:

All the regulating bodies are a corrupt load o f insiders looking after each others interests. From the FSA & IPCC to The GMC. Corruption is 
their name, serving their elite clique is their aim.

Permalink|Report [Reply

3. At 3:29 pm on July 9.2009 Kris Jones wrote:

Some years ago I worked for die Department for Culture, Media and Sport in the area o f media regulation. It was clear some ministers had 
serious concerns about the activities, and reputation, o f the British press. However, I never sensed that even the most worried of them had any 
appetite for introducing s t ^ to r y  regulation. The last official review, by the Calcutt Committee (set up by David Mellor. who warned the press 
were drinking where drinking in the “last chance saloon”, before he caught with his trousers down), recommended strengthening the role o f self­
regulation. I can’t imagine, despite the current concerns, that any minister would want to be known as the person who ended freedom of the 
press.

Peirnalink|Report IRenlv

4. At 3:33 pm on July 9,2009 Michael Donnelly wrote;

You know that if  someone as close to the Murdoch Empire for as long as Andrew Neill has been is shocked by these practices... then this really 
is like a  moment o f  clarity for the press.

1 must applaud the Channel4 team for spending so much o f its braoadcast on this story... it is refreshing to see the hawks within journalism being 
held to account by members o f their own. Applause also to the Guardian for publishing these revelations.

I cannot wait for more o f  these revelations to come out o f the woodwork, so we can get back to the business o f  news being about information 
a n d  knowledge for the people.

Peirnalink|Report IReolv

Leave a comment

By posting on this website you are agreeing to abide by our Comments Policy. Your email address will not be displayed to the public.

Name * lYourname

Email * Your email

U R L  jYour website
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nns
TWO Talk about Newsnigh Son of tjtogs from the NewsHigh* team n e w s n i g h t

«  P re v io u s  { M ain

Thursday 9 July 2009
Verity Murphy ( 18:03 RM, Thursdaŷ  9 July 20G9

H e re 's  G a v in  E s ie r  w ith  w h a t  is  c o m in g  u p  o n  t o n ig h t 's  p ro g ra m m e ;

Hello,

Heard the one about the leader of the Conservabve Patty and the former editor of the 
newspaper affectionately known as "The News of the Screws"?

Well, as of writing this e-m ail David Cameron is standing fay his press adviser Andy 
Coulson, the form er News of the World editor linked today with allegations that reporters 
on his form er newspaper may have been involved in a pattern of telephone faugging and 
"blagging" - in effect, lying - to obtain stories.

W e’ll be devoting most of the program m e tonight to this bizarre tale.

Why did the police not alert all those w hose phones were bugged? What w as the Press 
Complaints Commission up to? And - w hatever he is supposed to have done o r not done - 
how exactly does the form er editor of the News of the World fit into David Cam eron's new 
Tory party?

And there was much made of the US-Russia talks this w eek aimed at reducing the two 
countries' nuclear stockpiles.

But despite all the hoopla in Moscow doesn't the real nuclear threat to world peace come 
from Iran?

We'll be speaking to the man President Obama calls his "nuclear guy", non-proliferation 
adviser Dr Gary Samore, about the harsh reality o f post-cold war nuclear security.

Join us at 10.30pm  on BBC Two.

Gavin

Bookmark with: tfei.icio.us I OIgg [ Newsvine | NowPublic i Reddit - What's this?
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A b o u t t h is  b ia g

This is the domain of the Newsnight web 
team. We’ll keep you up to date with 
what's happening on the show, talking 
points, and more or less anything else 
that takes our fancy.

S u b s c r ib e  to  N e w sn ig h t: From  the 
w e b  te a m

You can stay up to date with Newsnight: 
From the web team via these feeds.

Newsnight; From the web team Feed
( R S S )  .

Newsnight: From the web team Feeri 
(ATOM) .

If  you aren't sure what RSS is you'll find 
our beginner's guide to RSS useful.
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• From the web team
• Mark Urban's blog
• Michael Crick’s blog
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Com m entsSign in
You need to sign in to contribute to this page- If  you're new to BBC Blogs, creaOng your 
membership is quick and easy.
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1. At 5 :15p m  on 09 Jul 2009, JadedJean wrote:
" B u t  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  h o o p la  in  M o s c o w  d o e s n ' t  t h e  r e a l  n u c l e a r  t h r e a t  t o  w o r ld  p e a c e  c o m e  

f r o m  I r a n ? "

No, that’s probably Israel you're thinking of. They let others believe that they have lots of 
nuclear weapons and they're not signed up to the Non Proliferation Treaty or the IC C  
either. She's a bit of a rogue state is Israe l. This seem s to upset her neighbours quite a 
bit, inspiring a few to defend them selves from pre-em ptive strikes by starting up nuclear 
programmes all of their own, w hilst looking for allies in the SCO.

Perhaps you could have a quiet word with Israe l about this?

Comptoin about this som m ant ...............  ,

2. At 7:06pm  on 09 lu l 2009, Murray wrote;
You Beeb guys are getting really desperate with yo ur hysterical attacks on the Tories about 
this NOTW story. It  Is about fame you realised that your beloved Labour party is doomed 
and there is nothing more you can do to help them.

Complain about this comment

3. At 7;33p m  on 09 lu l 2009, bookhimdano w rote:
doesn’t the real n udear threat to world peace come from Ira n ? ...

1 5 4
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UK tabloid in phone hacking probe 
Wapping breaks out the brown trousers 
B y  J o h n  L e y d e n

Posted in Mobile, 9th July 2009 12:25 GMT

£ 5 0  c a s h  b a c k  &  £ 5 0  o f f  s e le c te d  T o s h ib a  la p to p s

N e w s p a p e rs  o w n e d  b y  m e d ia  m o g u l R u p e r t  M u rd o c h  h a v e  b e e n  a c c u s e d  o f  s e c re tly  
p a y in g  o v e r  £ 1 m  to  s e t t le  th re e  c a s e s  in v o lv in g  th e  a lle g e d  u s e  o f  il le g a l p h o n e  ta p p in g  
a g a in s t  c e le b r it ie s .

N e w s  G ro u p  re p o r te rs  a l le g e d ly  h ire d  u n s c ru p u lo u s  p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a to rs  to  g a in  a c c e s s  to  
m o b ile  m e s s a g e s , a s  w e ll a s  b a n k  s ta te m e n ts  a n d  ta x  re tu rn s . T h e  s e ttle d  c a s e s  p ro v id e  
e v id e n c e  th a t  fo rm e r  News o f the World ro y a l e d ito r , C liv e  G o o d m a n , ja ile d  fo r  h a c k in g  in to  
th e  v o ic e m a il m e s s a g e s  o f  ro y a l a id e s  in  J a n u a ry  2 0 0 7 , w a s  c a u g h t  u s in g  an  u n s c ru p u lo u s  
p ra c t ic e  in m u c h  w id e r  u s e  a m o n g  ta b lo id  re p o r te rs  in  W a p p in g .

The Guardian, w h ic h  b ro k e  th e  s to ry , q u o te s  u n n a m e d  M e t p o lic e  d e te c t iv e s  w h o  sa id  th a t 
d u r in g  th e  G o o d m a n  in q u iry , o f f ic e rs  fo u n d  e v id e n c e  th a t N e w s  G ro u p  re p o rte rs  u se d  P is  to  
h a c k  in to  " th o u s a n d s "  o f  m o b ile  p h o n e s . T h e  p a p e r  a ls o  c la im e d  c o u r t  d o c u m e n ts  s h o w e d  
th a t  re p o r te rs  fo r  th e  M u rd o c h  p a p e rs  h a d  u s e d  p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a to rs  to  o b ta in  p e rs o n a l 
in fo rm a tio n  o n  p u b lic  f ig u re s  f ro m  g o v e rn m e n t a g e n c ie s , f in a n c ia l in s t itu t io n s  a n d  o th e r  
o rg a n is a t io n s .

G o rd o n  T a y lo r ,  h e a d  o f  th e  P ro fe s s io n a l F o o tb a lle rs  A s s o c ia t io n ,  s u e d  th e  News o f the 
World o v e r  a lle g a tio n s  th a t  h e  w a s  ta rg e te d  in  a n  ille g a l w ire ta p p in g  o p e ra tio n , a n d  
re c e iv e d  £ 7 0 0 K  in  d a m a g e s  a n d  le g a l c o s ts  in  e x c h a n g e  fo r  d ro p p in g  th e  c a s e  a n d  
a g re e in g  to  c o m p ly  w ith  a  g a g g in g  o rd e r , a c c o rd in g  to  The Guardian. O th e r  ta rg e ts  o f  th e  
c e le b r ity  m u c k -ra k in g  o p e ra tio n  in c lu d e d  m o d e l E lle  M a c P h e rs o n , fo rm e r  d e p u ty  p r im e  
m in is te r  J o h n  P re s c o tt  a n d  c e le b r ity  P R  M a x  C lif fo rd , The Guardian re p o rts  
(http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2009yjul/08/murdoch-papers-phone-hacking).

G le n n  M u lc a ire , a  p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a to r  c o n v ic te d  o f  b u g g in g  m o b ile  p h o n e s  a n d  ja ile d  
a lo n g s id e  G o o d m a n  in  J a n u a ry  2 0 0 7 , a d m it te d  h a c k in g  in to  th e  p h o n e s  o f  T a y lo r, C liffo rd  
a n d  M a c P h e rs o n  a s  w e ll a s  L ib  D e m  M P  S im o n  H u g h e s  a n d  fo o tb a ll a g e n t S k y  A n d re w .

A lle g a t io n s  o f  w id e s p re a d  c r im in a l b re a c h e s  o f  th e  U K 's  w ire ta p p in g  la w s  ra is e  a w k w a rd  
q u e s tio n s  fo r  A n d y  C o u ls o n , w h o  re s ig n e d  a s  News o f the H /b r /d  e d ito r  o v e r  th e  G o o d m a n  
c a s e , b e fo re  la n d in g  a jo b  a s  h e a d  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  fo r  th e  C o n s e rv a t iv e s . C o u ls o n  
d e n ie s  a n y  im p ro p r ie ty .

'T h is  s to ry  re la te s  to  a n  a lle g e d  p a y m e n t  m a d e  a f te r  I le ft  th e  News o f the W oiidtwo  a n d  
h a lf  y e a rs  a g o ,"  h e  s a id  in  a  s ta te m e n t.  " I h a v e  n o  k n o w le d g e  w h a ts o e v e r  o f  a n y  s e ttle m e n t 
w ith  G o rd o n  T a y lo r ."
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The House of Commons' culture committee were given assurances that Goodman had 
acted alone and without the knowledge of other journalists in paying to tap into the 
voicemail messages of royal aides, reassurances that the latest revelations put into serious 
doubt. John Whittingdale, chair of the Commons committee, has promised to raise the 
issue with his colleagues in a move that may lead to a further (more detailed) inquiry.

T he G uard ian  said News Group may well have acted in good faith but still faces tough 
questions. The paper also raises questions about why the police failed to notify targets of 
alleged wiretapping about alleged breaches to their privacy, and why the Press Complaints 
Commission failed to uncover evidence of wrongdoing during an inquiry.

Metropolitan Police assistant commissioner John Yates told
(http://news.sky.com/skynews/Home/Politics/Phone-Hacking-Metropolitan-Police-lnvestigating-Claims-ln- 
Guardian-About-News-lnternational/Article/200907215332909? 
lpos=Politics_Carousel_Region_0&lid=ARTICLE_15332909_Phone_Hacking%
3A_Metropolitan_Police_lnvestigating_Claims_ln_Guardian_About_News_lnternational) Sky News that it 
would "establish the facts" about claims over mobile phone hacking by N e w s  o f  th e  W orld  
staff.

Nobody from New International was available for immediate comment at the time of going 
to press but we'll update this story as and when we hear more. ®

Related stories
Cyber security minister ridiculed over s'kiddie hire plan (29 June 2009) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/06/29/cyberm inister_gaffe/
How police busted UK's biggest cybercrime case (19 March 2009) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/03/19/sum itomo_cyberheist_investigation/
Blind phone phreaker coughs to harassment charges (2 February 2009) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/02/02/phone_phreaker_plea/
Press code bans snooping in wake of royal eavesdrop case (28 June 2007) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/06/28/press_code_changed/
Tories appoint former tabloid editor as chief spin doctor (31 May 2007) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/05/31/tory_spin_doctor/
Duo jailed over Royal phone tap scandal (29 January 2007) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/01/29/royal_phonetap_scandal/
Royal editor pleads guilty (29 November 2006) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2006/11/29/goodman_intercepts_voicemail/
Two charged in  Royal phone tap probe (10 August 2006) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2006/08/10/royal_phone_tap_charges/
Three quizzed in Royal phone tap probe (9 August 2006) 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2006/08/09/royat_phone_tap_probe/
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“Coulson.. Coulson. Coulson"

Revealed; M iiidcxlis £lm 
bill forhidfag dirty tricks

'   ̂ 21tAn excited Labour spin-doctor called Guido yesterday evening and said “we 're going to do to Coulson what you did to
McBride"... “it's going to be Couhon, Coulson, Coulson all day". Guido isn’t convinced that comparison being made by A lstair Campbell with McBride is 
a good one in this stuation. The comparison with .ilastair Campbell himself is a belter one.

Before spinning for B lair, Campbell had been a loyal servant o f Robert Maxwell when everyone knew the pension stealing crook was a rogue. Before dining 
at M a x w d l’ s Mirror boardroom table Campbell had knocked out a few pomo fantasy stories to make ends meet This was before he went to Downing Street.

Before spinning for Cameron, Coulson dined at Murdoch’s boardroom table and oversaw an aggressive “get the story by any means necessary" culture at the 
News of the Screws. The hacking o f mobile phones was a simple trick known to many a tabloid reporter. (Cal! the mobile number, when it went to voicemail 
tap in the network default p in code. I f  the phone owner hadn’ t set a pin code you were in and could listen to voicemails.) When the News of the World’s 
royal reporter was caught at it, Coulson resigned saying he took “ultimate responsibility " for the hacking affair. He also avoided having to explain himself to 
the P C C  in so doing. This was before he went to Millbank - that is the key difference between this situation and the situation with McBride - it happened 
years ago in aformerJob, not yesterday.

Coulson won’ t be in any danger o f  having to resign unless evidence emerges linking him directly to phone hacking — and you can safely bet there won’t be a 
smoking gun memo or email. When Couison won the Press Gazette Newspaper of the Year award in 2005 he said “The News of the World doesn 't prelend 
to do anything other than reveal big stories and titillate and entertain the public, while exposing crime and hypocrisy". Guido suspects that the newspapers 
that w ill be wringing fceir hands over illegal hacking won’ t include the Telegraph, Mirror oi the Mail. Now chat would be hypocritical...

Incidentally, despite dark hints to the contrary from the likes o f Kev in  Maguire, Guido has never met or spoken to Andy Coulson. Not even an email. Now 
Kevin, he met McBride and got emails from him, didn't he...

Tags; CCH Q , DeadTreePress

at July 9, 2009 at 7:08 am

463 Comments 

l.l
Seth the pigfarmerszys:
July 9, 2009 at 7:19 am

Couison accepted his responsibifity and resigned. Unless new evidence comes out showing his direct involvement, then this is not go itg  to affect him.

Far more embarrassing would be the revelation that decision had bffin made to bury much o f the evidence, in wh ich case I imagine that theie w ill be 
more squirming in the PCS and MET.

Reply

Seth the pig farmer says:
My 9- 2009 at 7:21 am

oops -  should be CPS not PCS. It’ s early (daughter decides on reveille times these days). 

Reply
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M A R T I N  M O O R E  B L O G

T H U R S D A Y ,  J U L Y  09 , 7.009

P h o n e  ta p p in g  re v e la t io n s  s h o w s  la c k  o f  p re s s  

a c c o u n ta b ility

The latest allegations in  the News Group phone tapping scandal 
highlight the chronic lack of accountability in  the press.

This is a guest post by Matthew Cain, who is leading the second stage 
o f the Media Standards Trust's review of self-regulation of the press.

N o t accountable to  e d ito rs
The editors in  the case were keen to assert that they knew nothing of 
the activities of the individuals involved in  phone tapping. Paul 
Dacre, the editor of the Daily M ail (which submitted 952 
transactions from 58 journalists through Operation Motorman) told 
the select committee: "I w ill be very honest w ith you, I  had not been 
aware they had been that extensive".

He went on to say that the practice of paying fo r data of this sort had 
stopped and both newspapers and the PCC had ensured proper 
training so that journalists complied w ith  the law. “I  cannot th ink of 
more rigorous things we could have done to ensure that a ll abuses 
were completely [stopped]” .

The current system of press self-regulation is b u ilt on the premise 
that editors are responsible for the activities o f the ir newspaper. As 
Peter H ill told the select committee ‘I  reprimanded myself because I  
was responsible’ (for the coverage of the McCann case). However, as 
Paul Dacre told the committee, “ I  read the features and the 
commentary and a lo t o f the news stories” and “I  read more words of 
my paper than most editors” but it  is not possible to read all of the 
coverage produced by a newspaper.

N o t accountable to  tlie  PCC
The Press Complaints Commission is not constituted to undertake 
investigations of this kind. Its  constitution establishes it  only as a 
body to resolve and adjudicate on complaints about the code:

“The primary function of the Commission shall be to consider, and 
adjudicate, conciliate and resolv'e or settle by reference to the Press 
Code of Practice . . .  complaints from  the
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public of unjust or unfair treatment by newspapers . . .
“I t  shall also be the function of Commission to consider and 
pronounce on issues relating to the Code of Practice which the 
Commission, in  its absolute discretion considers to be in  the public 
interests.”

I t  has a small staff, w ith  no special powers to do this sort of 
investigation, a small budget (£ i.8m ) and its purpose is to resolve 
and adjudicate on complaints against newspapers regarding possible 
breaches of the code. The PCC was simply unable to investigate this 
affair w ith the same rigour as other regulators, even though its 
investigation was more comprehensive than most of its activities.

S hou ld  n o t be accountable to  governm ent
I t  would be too great a lim itation  on freedom of expression if  
government were to regulate the press. The thought of a government 
regulator being able to fine and ja il journalists for investigative 
reporting is undemocratic. Yet the failings identified in  this case give 
ammimition to those who support more government regulation.

M artin Stabe 

Neil McIntosh 

Nigel Barlow 

Paul Bradshaw 

Richard Sambrook 
Robert Peston 

Roy Greenslade 
Shane Richmond

C O N T R I B U T O R S  

M artin Moore 
Matthew Cain

L im ite d  a cco u n ta b ility  to  th e  la w
Everyone is accountable to the law but it  is preferable that journalists 
have as much freedom as possible. The Data Protection Act makes it 
an offence to gain unauthorised access to confidential databases but 
carries a public interest defence. However, the Regulation of 
Investigatory Po\vers Act (which relates to phone tapping) carries no 
such defence.

New'spapers are already fearful o f the growth of media lawyers and 
the emerging case law around privacy. Any judicial oversight or 

1^ )  investigations of newspaper practices could be deeply damaging to
i j  fundamental freedoms. The investigation by the Metropolitan Police

maybe necessary as the law takes its course. However, it  is not 
appropriate for the police to get involved in  the business of how 
newspapers are produced and self-regulation ought to act as a 
barrier to this sort of action.

As the Media Standards Trust has warned:

“Given the success of recent cases, the legal challenges and 
precedents w ill increase, unless the system of regulation is 
improved to give complainants more effective remedy against 
invasions of privacy.”

N o t accountable to  readers
Only two newspapers have independent readers ombudsman, the 
Guardian and the Observer. No other national newspaper thinks it 
necessary to appoint someone to represent the interests of the reader 
to the newspaper. A YouGov poll commissioned by the Media
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Standards Trust at the end of last year found that 70% of the public 
believe there are “far too many instances of people’s privacy being 
invaded by newspaper journalists” . The same poll revealed that 75% 
of the pubhc now beheve ‘newspapers frequently publish stories they 
know are inaccurate". Fewer people are buying newspapers each year 
and few people trust journalists. That would not appear to be 
sufficient incentive for newspapers to change their behaviour.

A ccountab le  to  the  pro fession?
Cases hke these are a compelling reason for self-regulation. The 
d ifficu lt balances between privacy and the pubhc interest can be 
discussed internally, amongst experts and independent 
representatives. Those in  the industry who want to ensure high 
standards can ensure that a ll adhere to a clear code of practice. And 
those that break the rules can be embarrassed in  front of the ir peers. 
Yet it  hasn’t happened in  this case. The failure of the industry to hold 
a newspaper to account weakens the position of supporters of self­
regulation.

The im p o rta nce  o f re fo rm
The press can continue on the cmrent path of low trust in  
newspapers w ith the widespread opinion that journalists do not seek 
to te ll the tru th, dechning readership, economic crisis and growing 
intervention from  the courts.

Alternatively they can use the opportunity to demonstrate why 
journalism matters; why the skills of journalism  make it  more 
valuable than a opinionated blog; why it ’s vita l to democracy and 
why high standards in  journalism  are essential to being able to 
entertain, inform  and investigate on behalf of their readers.

J  Self-regulation remains preferable for the press. But it  must be made 
to work or else it  w ill be by-passed by those whose interests are 
better served by the courts and those who would gladly see a less free 
press.
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I ^ e  C ase  o f  th e  M is s in g  J o u r n a lis ts

W h a t ’s  t h e  s im i la r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  7 T e le g r a p h  s p o r t s  

j o u r n a l i s t s ?

•  O l iv e r  C liv e  (44 a r t ic le s  s in c e  N o v e m b e r  2007, 

m o s t  r e c e n t  o n  30t h  J u n e )

•  A u s t in  P e t e r s  (109 a r t i c le s  s in c e  O c t o b e r  2007 ,
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£ 3  [Actions

May we have a full-scale debate about the media In this country —not Just about the Coulson 
Illegal phone-tapping affair, but about BBC pay and pensions, which far exceed those of 
Members, the vile bile that is written abo ut Members and , paradoxically, the need to sav e local 
Journalists' Jobs? May I  put this question to the G ovemment and ask the Leader of the House 
about Government policy? Self-regulab'on seems to hav e failed in the financial sector and In 
Parliament; why, then, is it  all right for s e l f - r e g u la t i o n  to persist in the media?

Ms Harman

I shall bring my hon. Friend's comments to the attention of my right hon. Friend the S ecretary 
of State for Culture, Med la and Sport.

Welcome Catherine cuibpsc 
Speller
A full listing of the week's business in the 
UK's parliaments and assemblies Is online.
Oods Monitoring Oaily, the earty-moming 
list of today's events, can be viewed 
online here.
1. Appointment of chairs to the North 
West Regional Development Agency and 
South East of England Reoionat 

(BIS).
2. Economic and Financial Affairs Council 
fBudoet ECQFIN); 10 July 2009 (HMD.
3. School Teachers' Review Body IBth 
Report. Part 2: recommendations and 
response from the Secretary of State 
(DCSF).
4. Migration Impacts Fund (CLG).
5. RAF Force Protection Wing (MoD).
6. Camoaion for the farmed environment 
(Defra).
7. Outcome of the Agriculture Council 22 
to 23 June 2009 (Defra).
8. 2008 ta 09 Annual Reonrt and 
Accounts for the Centre for Environment 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Science 
(Defra).
9. Bletchfev Park Commemorative Barloe 
(FCO).
10. PubllcaO'on of information on the

11. Youth lustice Agency of Northern 
Ireland Annual Report and Accounts 
2008 to 09 (NIO).
12. Consultation on smokefree provisions 
on ships (DfD.

Labels
^  Stansd
Mentions

Manage labels

; 2009 Dods | Disclaimer | Contact us | Help

161

h ttp : / /w w w .d o d s m o n ito r m g .c o m /a d m im s tr a t io n /p w 7 .0 /h o m e .p h p ? S D = a e c 7 a 6 fd 5 0 d d a ... 1 0 /0 7 /2 0 0 9

MODI 00046399

http://www.dodsmonitormg.com/admimstration/pw7.0/home.php?SD=aec7a6fd50dda


For Distribution to CPs

P a r l ia m e n ta r y  M o n ito r in g  
N e w s p a p e r s  (S u r v e il la n c e  M e th o d s )  

T h u r s d a y  9  J u ly  2 0 0 9 :  1 1 .3 1  a m

D r . E v a n  H a r r i s  (O x fo r d , W e s t  a n d  A b in g d o n )  ( L D )  (U rg en t Q uestion): T o  a sk  th e  
S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  fo r  th e  H o m e  D e p a r tm e n t i f  h e  w i l l  m a k e  a  s ta te m e n t o n  th e  s te p s  
h e  i s  ta k in g  to  lo o k  in to  th e  a c t io n s  o f  th e  p o l ic e ,  th e  p r o s e c u to r s  an d  th e  In fo r m a tio n  
C o m m is s io n e r  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  u s e  b y  n e w sp a p e r s  o f  i l l e g a l  s u r v e il la n c e  m e th o d s .

T h e  M in i s t e r  f o r  P o l i c i n g ,  C r im e  a n d  C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m  ( M r .  D a v id  H a n s o n ) :  I
aim g r a te fu l fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  r e sp o n d  to  th e  h o n . G e n t le m a n ’s  q u e s t io n . I s h o u ld  
f ir s t  o f  a l l  in fo r m  th e  H o u s e  th a t m y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  th e  H o m e  S e c r e ta r y  is  to d a y  in  
M a n c h e s te r  a t  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C h ie f  P o l ic e  O f f ic e r s  c o n fe r e n c e  a n d  i s  th e r e fo r e  
u n a b le  to  r e s p o n d  to  th e  q u e s t io n  h im s e lf .

T h e  o r ig in a l e d le g a tio n s  d a te  b a c k  to  2 0 0 6 ,  f o l lo w in g  w h ic h ,  a s  th e  H o u s e  w i l l  b e  
a w a r e , th e r e  w e r e  c o n v ic t io n s .  H o w e v e r , s e r io u s  a l le g a t io n s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in  th e  
n e w s p a p e r s  th is  m o r n in g , w h ic h  c le a r ly  g o  m u c h  w id e r  th a n  th e  o r ig in a l c a s e . T h a t is  
w h y  I h a v e  s p o k e n  th is  m o r n in g  to  th e  a s s is ta n t  c o m m is s io n e r ,  s p e c ia l is t  o p e r a tio n s ,  
J o h n  Y a te s , a n d  w h y  m y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  th e  H o m e  S e c r e ta r y  h a s  s p o k e n  to  th e  
M e tr o p o lita n  P o l ic e  C o m m is s io n e r  w ith in  th e  la s t  h o u r . T h e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e  are  
u r g e n t ly  c o n s id e r in g  t h e s e  a l le g a t io n s  a n d  w i l l  b e  m a k in g  a  s ta te m e n t  th is  a fte r n o o n .

It w o u ld  b e  w r o n g  fo r  m e  in  a n y  w a y  to  p r e -e m p t  th a t s ta te m e n t  a s  th is  i s  f ir s t  an d  
fo r e m o s t  a n  o p e r a t io n a l m a tte r  fo r  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e .  H o w e v e r , I g iv e  an  
u n d e r ta k in g  to  th e  H o u s e  th a t  I w i l l  r e p o r t b a c k  f o l lo w in g  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n s  b y  th e  
M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e ,  w h e n  I c a n  d o  so .

D r . H a r r is :  I  th a n k  th e  M in is te r  fo r  th a t a n sw e r . D o e s  h e  a c c e p t  th a t I a m  n o t  r e la x e d ,  
th a t I d o  n o t  th in k  th e  H o u s e  i s  r e la x e d , a n d  th a t n e ith e r  are  th e  p u b l ic  r e la x e d  in  a n y  
w a y  a b o u t fe a r s  n o t  o n ly  o f  s u r v e i l la n c e  b y  th e  G o v e r n m e n t , b u t  n o w  o f  s u r v e il la n c e  
b y  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  th e ir  a g e n ts ?  W il l  h e  fu rth er  a c c e p t  th a t  w e  a ll  w a n t  to  s e e  h e a lth y , 
r e s p o n s ib le  in v e s t ig a t iv e  jo u r n a lis m , e s p e c ia l ly  in  r e s p e c t  o f  p u b lic  f ig u r e s  w h o  w ie ld  
p o w e r , b u t th a t  i t  m u s t  b e  w it h in  th e  la w  a n d  s e e n  to  b e  w it h in  th e  la w , a n d  it  w o u ld  
b e  e x tr e m e ly  t o x ic  fo r  o u r  d e m o c r a c y  i f  v e s t e d  in te r e s t s  w e r e  s e e n  to  b e  a b le  to  in  
s o m e  w a y  b u y  th e ir  w a y  o u t  o f  th e  c r im in a l j u s t ic e  s y s te m ?  I w o u ld  b e  g r a te fu l i f  th e  
M in is te r  c o u ld  k e e p  th e  H o u s e  in fo r m e d  o f  th e  a c t io n s  h e  is  ta k in g .

M r . H a n s o n :  A s  I h a v e  s a id , th e  a l le g a t io n s  th a t h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  are s e r io u s  an d  
d e s e r v e  e x a m in a t io n , a n d  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  w i l l  th is  a f te r n o o n  b e  e x a m in in g  
th e m . I w i l l  r e p o r t  b a c k  t o  th e  H o u s e  in  d u e  c o u r s e . T h e  h o n . G e n t le m a n  w i l l  b e  
a w a r e  o f  th e  l a w  it s e l f ;  u n la w fu l  in te r c e p t io n  i s  a n  o f f e n c e  u n d e r  th e  R e g u la t io n  o f  
I n v e s t ig a to r y  P o w e r s  A c t  2 0 0 0 .  W h e r e  a n  in d iv id u a l  in te n t io n a l ly  in te r c e p ts  a  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith o u t  la w f u l  a u th o r ity , th a t i s  p u n is h a b le  w it h  a  f in e  o r  a  p r iso n  
s e n te n c e  o f  u p  to  tw o  y e a r s . H e  w i l l  a ls o  k n o w  th a t  in  th e  c a s e  c o n s id e r e d  tw o  y e a r s  
a g o , p u n is h m e n ts  w e r e  g iv e n .  I w i l l  h a v e  to  r e f le c t  o n  w h a t  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e  
are lo o k in g  a t th is  a f te r n o o n , a n d  a s  I  h a v e  sa id , I w i l l  r e p o r t b a c k  to  th e  H o u s e  in  d u e  
c o u r se .
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C h r is  G r a y l i n g  ( E p s o m  a n d  E w e l l )  (C o n ):  T h ere  i s  n o  d o u b t th a t th e  s to ry  th a t  
a p p e a r e d  in  t h is  m o r n in g ’s  n e w sp a p e r  r a is e d  q u e s t io n s . W e  r ig h t ly  c h e r is h  th e  
f r e e d o m  o f  th e  p r e s s  in  th is  c o u n tr y , b u t it  i s  v ita l th a t th a t fr e e d o m  is  n o t  a b u se d . 
J o u r n a lis ts  d o , o f  c o m s e ,  n e e d  to  b e  a b le  to  p u r su e  s to r ie s  th a t are  in  th e  p u b lic  
in te r e s t  a n d  t o  d o  th e ir  j o b  fr e e  fr o m  in te r fe r e n c e , b u t  t h e y  are  a ls o  o b l ig e d  b o th  to  
o b e y  th e  la w  a n d  to  c o n fo r m  to  th e  P r e s s  C o m p la in t s  C o m m is s io n  c o d e , w h ic h  se ts  
th e  s ta n d a r d s  fo r  th e ir  in d u str y .

I a m  g r a te fu l to  th e  M in is te r  fo r  h is  e x p la n a t io n  a b o u t th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e  
s ta te m e n t  th a t  i s  d u e  la te r  to d a y , a n d  fo r  a s s u r in g  th e  H o u s e  h e  w i l l  b r in g  b a c k  fu rth er  
r e p o r ts  in  d u e  c o u r s e . D o e s  h e  a g r e e  th a t it  i s  im p o rta n t th a t e v e r y o n e  in  th is  H o u s e  
g iv e s  a  m e a s u r e d  r e s p o n s e  o n  th e s e  is s u e s  a n d  th a t w e  le a v e  it  to  th e  p o l ic e  to  d e c id e  
w h e th e r  th e r e  i s  a n y  n e w  in fo r m a tio n  th a t w a r r a n ts  fu rth er  a c t io n ?

M r .  H a n s o n :  W ith  d u e  r e s p e c t  to  th e  h o n . G e n tle m a n , it  i s  n o t  fo r  m e  to  g iv e  th e  
r e f le c t io n s  o f  th e  H o u s e  a s  a  w h o le ;  in d iv id x ia l M e m b e r s  w i l l  m a k e  th e ir  ju d g m e n ts  
a n d  g iv e  th e ir  v i e w s  in  d u e  c o u r s e . I  h a v e  s im p ly  s a id  to  th e  H o u s e  th a t t h e s e  are  
s e r io u s  a l le g a t io n s  th a t n e e d  e x a m in in g , a n d  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  w i l l  e x a m in e  
th e m . I  h a v e  s p o k e n  to  t h e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  th is  m o r n in g , a s  h a s  m y  r ig h t 'h o n .  
F r ie n d  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te . W e  a w a it  th e ir  in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  e x a m in a t io n , w h ic h  is  
o n g o in g  a s  w e  sp e a k . T h e y  w i l l  b e  m a k in g  a  s ta te m e n t  sh o r t ly — ^this a f te r n o o n — a n d  I 
s h a ll  r e p o r t b a c k  in  d u e  c o u r s e  o n  it s  im p lic a t io n s .  I c a n  d o  n o  m o r e , b e c a u s e  
in v e s t ig a t in g  t h e s e  i s s u e s  is  a n  o p e r a tio n a l m a tte r  fo r  th e  p o lic e .

C h r i s  H u h n e  ( E a s t le ig h )  (L D );  O f  c o u r s e  e v e r y o n e  in  th is  H o u s e  w i l l  w a n t  to  s e e  
in v e s t ig a t io n s  in  th e  p u b l ic  in te r e s t , b u t in v e s t ig a t io n s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  
m e r e ly  to  t i t i l la te  t h e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  p u b lic .  T h e  p u b lic  h a v e  a  r ig h t  to  p r o te c t io n  
a g a in s t  i l l e g a l  in tr u s io n  in to  th e ir  p r iv a c y , w h e th e r  b y  th e  s ta te  or  b y  p r iv a te  b o d ie s  
s u c h  a s  n e w s p a p e r s . I f , a s  is  rep o r te d , m o r e  th a n  1 ,0 0 0  p h o n e  ta p s  t o o k  p la c e ,  it  
b e g g a r s  b e l i e f  th a t th is  in v o lv e d  j u s t  o n e  jo u r n a lis t  o r  th a t s e n io r  e x e c u t iv e s  d id  n o t  
k n o w  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n in g — ^indeed, th e  a l le g a t io n  i s  c le a r ly  th a t s e n io r  e x e c u t iv e s  o n  
th is  n e w s p a p e r  d id  k n o w . I w e lc o m e  w h a t  th e  M in is te r  h a s  sa id , b u t d o e s  h e  n o t  a g r e e  
th a t it  i s  e x tr a o r d in a r y  th a t  th e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s it io n , w h o  w a n ts  to  b e  a  P r im e  
M in is te r , e m p lo y s  A n d y  C o u ls o n  w h o ,  a t b e s t ,  w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  a  n e w s p a p e r  th a t  
w a s  o u t  o f  c o n tr o l a n d , a t w o r s t , w a s  p e r s o n a l ly  im p lic a te d  in  c r im in a l a c t iv ity ?  T h e  
e x a c t  p a r a lle l  is  s u r e ly  w it h  D a m ia n  M c B r id e .  I f  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  w a s  r ig h t  to  s a c k  
h im , s h o u ld  n o t  th e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s it io n  s a c k  A n d y  C o u ls o n ?

M r .  H a n s o n :  A s  I h a v e  s a id , th e  a l le g a t io n s  r e la te  to  c r im in a l o f f e n c e s  a n d  th e  p o l ic e  
are e x a m in in g  th o s e  m a tte r s  a s  w e  sp e a k . T h e  h o n . G e n t le m a n  w i l l  k n o w  th a t th e r e  is  
le g is la t io n  p r o v id in g  fo r  a  c r im in a l o f f e n c e  to  c o v e r  th e  a l le g a t io n s  th a t h a v e  b e e n  
m a d e . I h o p e  th a t h e  w i l l  a c c e p t  th a t I c a n  o n ly  r e s p o n d  in  th a t w a y  a t th is  m o m e n t .

K e i t h  \ a z  (L e ic e s t e r ,  E a s t )  (L a b ); T h e  M in is te r  w i l l  r e c a ll  th a t in  e v id e n c e  to  m y  
S e le c t  C o m m it t e e ’s  in q u ir y  in to  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  th e  h o n . M e m b e r  fo r  A s h fo r d  
(D a m ia n  G r e e n ) , s e n io r  o f f ic e r s  o f  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  to ld  u s  th a t  a s  a  m a tte r  o f  
p r a c tic e  w h e n e v e r  a n  in v e s t ig a t io n  in v o lv e d  a  h ig h -p r o f i le  p e r s o n , p o l i t ic ia n s ,  
in c lu d in g  th e  H o m e  S e c r e ta r y  a n d  o th e r  p o l i t ic ia n s ,  a n d  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  P o l ic e  
A u th o r ity , w e r e  in fo r m e d . W il l  th e  M in is te r  c o n f ir m  th a t n o  M in is te r  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  
in fo r m e d  o f  a n y  o f  t h e s e  a lle g a t io n s  u n t il  la s t  n ig h t?
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M r . H a n s o n :  M y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  is  th a t th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e  an d  m y  r ig h t  h o n . 
F r ie n d  th e  H o m e  S e c r e ta r y , l ik e  m e , d is c o v e r e d  th e s e  a l le g a t io n s  o n  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  
th e  n e w s p a p e r s  o v e r n ig h t  a n d  th is  m o r n in g .

M r .  J o h n  W h i t t in g d a le  (M a ld o n  a n d  E a s t  C h e lm sfo r d )  (C o n ):  T h e  M in is te r  w i l l  b e  
a w a r e  th a t th e  fa c t  th a t a  p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a to r  h a d  in te r c e p te d  th e  t e le p h o n e  c a l ls  o f  a  
la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  w a s  w e l l  k n o w n  a t th e  t im e . H e  w i l l  a ls o  b e  a w a r e  th a t th e  
c h a ir m a n  o f  N e w s  In te r n a tio n a l g a v e  a  c a te g o r ic  a ssu r a n c e  to  m y  S e le c t  C o m m itte e  
th a t n o  o th er  jo u r n a lis t ,  b e y o n d  C liv e  G o o d m a n , h a d  a n y  in v o lv e m e n t  in  or  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th a t m a tte r . C a n  th e  M in is te r  s a y  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  h e  i s  a w a r e  o f  a n y  
e v id e n c e  to  c o n tr a d ic t  th a t s ta te m e n t?  W h e n  m y  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  r e o p e n s  its  in q u ir y , 
a s  i t  h a s  d e c id e d  to  d o ,  vHU h e  a sk  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e  to  p r o v id e  u s  w it h  a n y  
in fo r m a tio n  th a t th e y  h a v e  th a t i s  r e le v a n t  to  th is  c a se ?

M r .  H a n s o n :  T h e  a l le g a t io n s  c a m e  to  l ig h t  to d a y , w e  a re  e x a m in in g  th e m  w ith  th e  
M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  a n d  I o b v io u s ly  c o n c u r  w ith  w h a t  th e  h o n . G e n t le m a n  h a s  sa id .

M r .  T o m  W a t s o n  ( W e s t  B r o m w ic h , E a s t)  (L a b ): S h o u ld  e le c t e d  le a d e r s  b e  r e la x e d  
a b o u t  a  s p in  d o c to r  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  b u g g in g  th e  h e ir  to  th e  th r o n e ?

M r . H a n s o n :  I h o p e  th a t , a g a in , m y  h o n . F r ie n d  w i l l  r e c o g n is e  th a t th o s e  are  
a lle g a t io n s ,  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e  w i l l  e x a m in e  th e m  a n d  I w i l l  rep o r t b a c k  
f o l lo w in g  th e ir  in v e s t ig a t io n .

D a v id  D a v is  (H a lte m p r ic e  an d  H o w d e n )  (C o n ):  T h e  M in is te r  c a n n o t  b r u sh  a s id e  as  
a n  o p e r a t io n a l r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  s o m e th in g  fo r  w h ic h  th e  H o m e  S e c r e ta r y  h a s  
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  T h e  a l le g a t io n  in  The G u ard ian  i s  th a t n o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  h im d r e d s  o f  
p e o p le  w h o s e  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b e e n  in te r c e p te d  w e r e  n o t i f ie d  b y  th e  
p o l ic e  th a t t h e y  w e r e  th e  v ic t im  o f  a  c r im e . T h a t i s  a  m a tte r  fo r  th e  H o m e  S e c r e ta r y , 
s o  c a n  th e  M in is te r  g iv e  a n  a n s w e r  o n  th a t p o in t?

M r . H a n s o n :  A g a in , th e  r ig h t  h o n . G e n t le m a n  w iU  b e  a w a r e  th a t t h e s e  a lle g a t io n s  
h a v e  c o m e  to  l ig h t  th is  m o r n in g . W e  are  e x a m in in g  th e m , a s  a re  t h e  M e tr o p o lita n  
p o l ic e ,  a n d  I w i l l  r e p o r t b a c k  to  th e  H o u s e  o n  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  t h o s e  e x a m in a t io n s  
w h e n  I h a v e  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  d o  s o . I c a n n o t  g iv e  h im  a n y  c o m m e n t  to d a y  o n  th e  
a lle g a t io n s ,  g iv e n  w h e r e  w e  are o n  th e  t im e  s c a le  s in c e  t h e y  b e c a m e  p u b lic .

E m i ly  T h o m b e r r y  ( I s l in g to n , S o u th  a n d  F in sb u r y )  (L a b ): G iv e n  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  th e  
W ils o n  d o c tr in e , m a y  w e  h a v e  a n  a s s u r a n c e  th a t n o  o n e  in v o lv e d  in  th e  s u r v e il la n c e  
o f  p o l i t ic ia n s  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  a  p a r lia m e n ta r y  p a ss?

M r .  H a n s o n :  M y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  h a s  c o n f ir m e d  th e  W ils o n  
d o c tr in e . W e  w i l l  h a v e  to  lo o k  a t  th e  is s u e s  a n d  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n s .  I c a n n o t  g iv e  m y  
h o n . F r ie n d  a n  a n s w e r  o n   ̂ b u t i t  w i l l  b e  a  m a tte r  fo r  th e  p o l ic e
in v e s t ig a t io n , a n d  i f  th e r e  are r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  m y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  th e  H o rn e  
S e c r e ta r y , w e  w i l l  e x a m in e  th at.

S i r  M e n z ie s  C a m p b e l l  (N o r th -E a s t  F if e )  (L D ):  S in c e  th e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  H o u s e  i s  o n  
th e  T r e a su r y  B e n c h , a n d  s in c e  s h e  h a s  a  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  th e  H o u s e  a s  a  w h o le ,  m a y
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w e  h a v e  a n  u n d e r ta k in g  th a t  c o n s id e r a t io n  w i l l  b e  g iv e n  a s  to  w h e th e r  a n y  q u e s t io n  o f  
b r e a c h  o f  p r iv i le g e  a r is e s  o n  th is  o c c a s io n ?

M r . H a n s o n :  T h e  r ig h t  h o n . a n d  le a r n e d  G e n t le m a n  w i l l  b e  a w a r e  th a t b u s in e s s  
q u e s t io n s  f o l l o w  t h e s e  p r o c e e d in g s .  M y  r ig h t  h o n . a n d  le a r n e d  F r ie n d  th e  L e a d e r  o f  
th e  H o u s e  h a s  in d ic a te d  th a t s h e  w i l l  c o n s id e r  th o s e  r e p r e se n ta t io n s  a n d  w i l l  r e sp o n d  
sh o r tly .

A n d r e w  M i l l e r  (E lle s m e r e  P o r t a n d  N e s t o n )  (L a b ): T h e  h o n . M e m b e r  fo r  O x fo r d , 
W e s t  a n d  A b in g d o n  (D r . H a rr is)  is  r ig h t th a t th is  is s u e  r a is e s  p r o fo u n d  q u e s t io n s  that 
g o  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  d e m o c r a c y . E v e n  th o u g h  S ta tu to r y  In str u m e n t N o .  1 6 7 7  g iv e s  
g re a te r  r e s o m c e s  to  th e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r , m a y  w e  b e  a ssu r e d  th a t h e  w i l l  
h a v e  s u f f ic ie n t  r e s o u r c e s  to  u n d er ta k e  h is  p art o f  w h a t  w i l l  b e  a  d if f ic u lt  
in v e s t ig a t io n ?

M r . H a n s o n :  A s  o f  th is  m o r n in g , m y  c o l le a g u e s  a n d  I h a v e  n o t  h a d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
s p e a k  to  th e  In fo r m a t io n  C o m m is s io n e r  or  th e  C r o w n  P r o s e c u t io n  S e r v ic e , w h ic h  w a s  
m e n t io n e d  in  th e  o r ig in a l  q u e s t io n  fr o m  th e  h o n . M e m b e r  fo r  O x fo r d , W e s t  an d  
A b in g d o n  (D r . H a r r is ) . W e  w i l l  e x a m in e  th o s e  i s s u e s  sh o r tly .

M r .  B e n  W a l l a c e  (L a n c a s te r  a n d  W y r e )  (C o n ):  It w a s  m y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t th e  
in q u ir y  in to  th e  b u g g in g  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  r o y a l f a m i ly  h in g e d  o n  a n  in s id e  
e m p lo y e e  o f  B r it is h  T e le c o m  g iv in g  o u t  th e  n u m b e r s  fo r  c e le b r it ie s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  
th e  r o y a l  h o u s e h o ld .  C o u ld  th e  M in is te r  g iv e  u s  s o m e  a s su r a n c e  th a t h e  is  ta k in g  s te p s  
to  e n s u r e  th a t t e le p h o n e  p r o v id e r s  a d h e r e  to  th e ir  d a ta  p r o te c t io n  o b lig a t io n s  s o  that  
w e  a r e  a ll  p r o te c te d , a s  a r e  o th e r  p e o p le ?

M r . H a n s o n :  A g a in ,  a s  w it h  th e  s e r io u s  a l le g a t io n s  th a t h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to d a y , a n y  
s u c h  a c t iv i t y  w o u ld  c o n s t itu te  a  p o te n t ia l c r im in a l o f f e n c e  a n d  w o u ld  b e  in v e s t ig a te d  

a c c o r d in g ly .

M a r t in  S a l t e r  (R e a d in g , W e s t )  (L a b ): I h o p e  th a t y o u ,  M r. S p e a k e r , a n d  th e  M in is te r  
w il l  a g r e e  th a t th is  i s  a n  e x tr e m e ly  s e r io u s  m a tte r  a n d  th e r e  a r e  m a n y  a v e n u e s  th a t th e  
H o u s e  a n d  its  C o m m it te e s  m a y  w is h  to  e x p lo r e . F o r  e x a m p le ,  d o  M r. C o u ls o n  a n d  h is  
e m p lo y e r ,  th e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s it io n , s ta n d  b y  th e  c o m m e n ts  th a t th e  fo r m e r  m a d e  
to  th e  C u ltu r e , M e d ia  a n d  S p o r t  C o m m it te e  in  M a r c h  2 0 0 3  th a t it  i s  a c c e p ta b le  to  
m a k e  c a s h  p a 3m ie n ts  to  p o l i c e  o f f ic e r s  fo r  p r iv a te  in fo r m a tio n ?  W h y  o n  ea r th  d id  th e  
M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  n o t  p r o p e r ly  in v e s t ig a te  a n d  p r o s e c u te  th o s e  w h o  w e r e  w o r k in g  
fo r  M r. C o u ls o n  w h o  ta p p e d  th e  p h o n e s  o f  C a b in e t  M in is te r s , M e m b e r s  o f  P a r lia m e n t  
a n d  o th e r  p u b lic  f ig u r e s ?

M r . H a n s o n :  I a m  a fr a id  th a t I w i l l  s o u n d  r e p e t it iv e , b u t th e  a l le g a t io n s  th a t m y  h o n . 
F r ie n d  m a k e s  are  o n e s  th a t  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  a re  e x a m in in g  a s  w e  sp e a k , a s  part 
o f  th e ir  e f fo r t s  to  u n c o v e r  th e  tru th  o f  th e  m a tter . It is  n o t  fo r  m e  to  c o m m e n t  o n  th o s e  
o p e r a t io n a l m a tte r s .

M r .  N i g e l  D o d d s  ( B e l f a s t ,  N o r th )  (D U P ):  M a n y  s e r io u s  is s u e s  a re  r a is e d  b y  th e  
a lle g a t io n s ,  a n d  in  N o r th e r n  Ir e la n d  w e  a re  fa m ilia r  w it h  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  p h o n e  
ta p p in g . H o w e v e r ,  in  e v e r y  c a s e — ^unless, o b v io u s ly ,  it  w a s  a  p o l i c e  o p e r a t io n — th e  
ta r g e t  o f  s u c h  s u r v e i l la n c e  w a s  n o t if ie d . M a y  w e  h a v e  a n  a s s u r a n c e  fr o m  th e  M in is te r
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th a t th e  is s u e  o f  w h y  p e o p le  w e r e  n o t  n o t if ie d  th a t th e y  w e r e  b e in g  s u r v e y e d  in  th is  
w a y  w i l l  c o m e  b e fo r e  th e  H o u s e  a n d  th at a  fu ll  e x p la n a t io n  w i l l  b e  g iv e n ?

M r , H a n s o n :  I a m  c o n f id e n t  th at th a t is  p r e c is e ly  th e  so r t  o f  is s u e  o n  w h ic h  w e  w i l l  
r e f le c t  o n c e  w e  h a v e  d is c u s s e d  th is  m atter  fu rth er.

G e r a ld in e  S m i t h  (M o r e c a m b e  a n d  L u n e s d a le )  (L a b ); T h e s e  a l le g a t io n s  h a v e  s e r io u s  
im p lic a t io n s  fo r  n a t io n a l s e c u r ity . I f  C a b in e t m e m b e r s  a n d  th e  D e p u ty  P r im e  M in is te r  
h a d  th e ir  p h o n e s  ta p p e d , w h a t  d id  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  k n o w ?  W e r e  th e y  a w a r e  o f  
th is , a n d  i f  s o ,  w h y  d id  th e y  n o t  t e l l  th e  D e p u ty  P r im e  M in is te r  a n d  o th e r  s e n io r  
C a b in e t  M in is te r s ?

M r . H a n s o n :  A g a in , th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e  c o m m is s io n e r  a n d  a s s is ta n t  
c o m m is s io n e r  are e x a m in in g  th e  is s u e  a t th e  m o m e n t  to  tr y  to  g e t  to  th e  tru th  o f  w h a t  
o c c u r r e d  a n d  th e  im p a c t  o f  th o s e  a lle g a t io n s . I a w a it  th is  a f te r n o o n ’s  s ta te m e n t  w ith  
in terest.

S t e p h e n  H a m m o n d  (W im b le d o n )  (C o n );  C a n  th e  M in is te r  t e l l  th e  H o u s e  w h e th e r  th e  
G o v e r n m e n t  a r e  s a t is f ie d  w ith  th e  m e a s u r e s  th a t are  in  p la c e  to  p r e v e n t  i l l e g a l  a c c e s s  
to  th e  p o l i c e  n a t io n a l c o m p u te r ?  If, in  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e s e  a l le g a t io n s ,  th e y  are  n o t  
s a t is f ie d , w h a t  w i l l  t h e y  d o  a b o u t  th at?

M r . H a n s o n :  I a m  c o n f id e n t  th a t w e  h a v e  s e c u r ity  o f  th e  p o l i c e  n a t io n a l c o m p u te r . 
A s  w it h  in te r c e p t  in fo r m a tio n , th e r e  are o f f e n c e s  th a t  w o u ld  in v o lv e  p o te n t ia l  c r im in a l  
a c t io n  in  th e  e v e n t  o f  a c t iv i t y  b e in g  u n d e r ta k e n  in  th a t f ie ld .

M r . D e n n is  S k in n e r  ( B o ls o v e r )  (L a b ); H a s  th e  M in is te r  n o t ic e d  th e  r e la x e d  a ttitu d e  
o f  O p p o s it io n  F r o n t B e n c h e r s  in  r e la t io n  to  th is  m a tte r , w h ic h  c o n tr a s ts  w it h  th e  
in d ig n a t io n  th a t  t h e y  s h o w e d  w h e n  th e  p o l i c e  in te r fe r e d  a n d  in te r v e n e d  in  th e  o f f i c e  
o f  th e  h o n . M e m b e r  fo r  A s h fo r d  (D a m ia n  G r e e n )?  I s  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  s o m e th in g  
to  h id e , a n d  i s  i t  b e c a u s e  th e y  are tr y in g  to  h id e  M r. A n d y  C o u ls o n , w h o  s h o u ld  b e  
g e tt in g  th e  s a c k ?

M r . H a n s o n :  M y  h o n . F r ie n d  m a k e s  h is  p o in ts  in  h is  u s u a l in im ita b le  s ty le ,  a n d  I am  
su r e  th e  H o u s e  w i l l  h a v e  n o te d  th e m .

M r . N i g e l  E v a n s  (K ib b le  V a l le y )  (C o n );  T h e  a l le g a t io n s  are  th a t th e  p h o n e  ta p p in g  
an d  h a c k in g  w e r e  w id e s p r e a d  a n d  th a t th e  p e o p le  w h o  w e r e  o n  th e  r e c e iv in g  e n d  w e r e  
n o t  n o t i f ie d . W i l l  th e  M in is te r  n o w  a s su r e  th e  H o u s e  th a t th o s e  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
th e  s u b je c t  o f  h a c k in g  o r  ta p p in g  w i l l  n o w  b e  n o t i f ie d  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a  
v ic t im ?

M r . H a n s o n :  A g a in , I th in k  th a t th e  f ir s t  d u ty  o f  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  i s  to  
e x a m in e  th e  is s u e .  T h a t  is  g o in g  o n  at th e  m o m e n t . T h e r e  w i l l  b e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  lo o k  
at s o m e  o f  th e  o th e r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  in  d u e  c o u r s e  a n d , a s  I h a v e  sa id , I  w i l l  r e p o r t b a c k  
to  th e  H o u s e  o n  th e  m a tte r s  o u t f lo w in g  firom  th is  a l le g a t io n  to d a y .

R o b  M a r r i s  (W o lv e r h a m p to n , S o u th -W e s t )  (L a b ); C a n  m y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  a ssu r e  
th e  H o u s e  th a t  h e  w i l l  r e m in d  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  a n d  th e  In fo r m a tio n  
C o m m is s io n e r  th a t th e  d e f e n c e  o f  “ in  th e  p u b lic  in te r e s t” r e la te s  to  s o m e t h in g  th a t is
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in  th e  in te r e s t  o f  th e  p u b lic  b o d y  an d  n o t  s o m e th in g  th a t s a t is f ie s  th e  c u r io s ity  o f  th e  
p u b lic ?

M r .  H a n s o n ;  M y  h o n . F r ie n d  h a s  m a d e  a  v a l id  p o in t . I a m  tr y in g , g iv e n  th at w e  
m ig h t  h a v e  c a s e s  o f  c r im in a l a c t iv ity  a s  a  r e su lt  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  th e se  
a lle g a t io n s ,  n o t  to  c o m m e n t  to o  m u c h  o n  th e s e  is s u e s .

A d a m  P r ic e  (C a r m a r th e n , E a s t  a n d  D in e fw r )  (P C ): W h a te v e r  th e  o p era tio n a l  
d e c is io n s  m a d e  b y  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o lic e ,  w i l l  th e  M in is te r  t e l l  u s  w h a t th e  
G o v e r n m e n t ’s  p o l i c y  is  o n  in fo r m in g  p e o p le  th a t th e y  h a v e  b e e n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  i l le g a l  
s u r v e i l la n c e ?  I s  it  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t’s  v i e w  th a t th e  p r in c ip le  s h o u ld  a lw a y s  b e  th at  
th o s e  p e o p le  s h o u ld  b e  n o t if ie d ?  A s  a  f ir s t  s te p , w i l l  h e  t e l l  u s  in  h is  s ta te m e n t la ter  
th is  e v e n in g  h o w  m a n y  M e m b e r s  o f  P a r lia m e n t a n d  M in is te r s , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  
in fo r m a t io n  h e ld  b y  th e  M e t , w e r e  ta r g e te d  a s  a  r e s u lt  o f  th e  o p e r a tio n ?

M r . H a n s o n :  A g a in ,  I  w i l l  rep o r t b a c k  to  th e  H o u s e  o n  t h e s e  m a tte r s  a t an  
a p p r o p r ia te  t im e . It m ig h t  n o t  b e  to d a y , b u t w e  w i l l  lo o k  b a c k  o n  th o s e  is s u e s  in  d u e  
c o u r s e  a n d  I s h a ll  r e s p o n d  w h e n  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  a r ise s .

M r .  D e n i s  M a c S h a n e  (R o th e r h a m ) (L a b ); M y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  s h o u ld  b e  p la y in g  fo r  
E n g la n d , s o  s tr a ig h t  i s  h is  b a t th is  m o r n in g . A t  7  o ’c lo c k  th is  m o r n in g , I s a w  a  
h u n c h e d  f ig u r e  w it h  a  s u it -b a g  a n d  a  m o b i le  p h o n e  c r o s s in g  S p e a k e r ’ s  Y ard . It w a s  
M r. A n d y  C o u ls o n . I  th o u g h t  th a t h e  w a s  o n  th e  w a y  o u t , h a v in g  b e e n  f ired . T h is  is  
n o t  n o w  a b o u t  h im ;  it  is  a b o u t  th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  th e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s it io n  in  
k e e p in g  h im  w it h  a  C o m m o n s  p a s s . F or  th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s —

M r . S p e a k e r :  O rd er . A  n u m b e r  o f  o th er  M e m b e r s  are s ta n d in g  w h o m  I w o u ld  l ik e  to  
try  to  g e t  in . I m u s t  a s k  th e  r ig h t  h o n . G e n t le m a n  fo r  a  q u e s t io n .

M r . M a c S h a n e ;  D o e s  m y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  a g r e e  th a t th is  i s  n o t  a  m a tter  fo r  a  
M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  s ta te m e n t  th is  a fte r n o o n , a n d  th a t th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  m u s t  
d e c id e  to  s e t  u p  it s  o w n  in q u ir y  to  h ear  e v id e n c e  u n d e r  o a th  fr o m  a ll  c o n c e r n e d — firom  
th e  e m p lo y e e s  o f  t h is  f o r e ig n  n a tio n a l, w h o  s o  in s tr u c te d  th e m , a n d  fi-om  th e  p o l ic e  
o f f ic e r s — t̂o g e t  to  t h e  b o t to m  o f  th is  m atter?

M r . H a n s o n :  I f  th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  w is h e s  to  lo o k  a t th o s e  m a tte r s , th a t w i l l  b e  a  
m a tte r  fo r  y o u ,  M r. S p e a k e r , a n d  fo r  th e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  H o u s e .

M r .  A n d r e w  R o b a t h a n  ( B la b y )  (C o n ):  It s e e m e d  th a t th e  M in is te r  w a s  s a y in g  ea r lier  
th a t th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  o n ly  h e a rd  a b o u t t h e s e  a l le g a t io n s  in  th e  n e w sp a p e r  
to d a y . H o w e v e r ,  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l ic e  w e r e  th e  p e o p le  w h o  d e c id e d  n o t  to  p r o c e e d .  
W h o  in  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e  d e c id e d  n o t  to  ta k e  th is  m a tte r  fu rth er?  W a s  it  th e  la s t  
c o m m is s io n e r .  S ir  I a n  B la ir , o r  th e  d e p u ty  c o m m is s io n e r ,  o r  w a s  th e  d e c is io n  m a d e  
lo w e r  d o w n  th e  f o o d  c h a in ?

M r .  H a n s o n :  A g a in ,  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  p o l i c e ’s  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th is  
i s s u e  f o l lo w in g  m y  d i s c u s s io n s  w ith  M r. J o h n  Y a te s  a n d  m y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ien d  th e  
S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e ’s  d is c u s s io n s  w ith  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  is  to  e s ta b lis h  th e  fa c ts  o f  th is  
c a s e . T h e s e  a l le g a t io n s  a p p e a r e d  o v e r n ig h t  a n d  th is  m o r n in g  a n d  t h e y  are  n o w  b e in g  
in v e s t ig a te d .
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C l iv e  E f f o r d  (E lth a m )  (L a b );  It is  q u ite  c le a r  firom  th e  r e v e la t io n s  in  th e  n e w sp a p e r s  
th is  m o r n in g  th a t th e r e  are a ls o  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t th e  r o le  o f  th e  P r e s s  C o m p la in t s  
C o m m is s io n ,  w h ic h  s e e m s  to  h a v e  fa ile d  c o m p le te ly  in  its  d u ty  to  p r o te c t  th e  p u b lic  
a n d  p r o p e r ly  in v e s t ig a t e  th is  m a tter . C r im in a l a c t iv ity  w a s  c le a r ly  in v o lv e d  in  w h a t  it 
w a s  in v e s t ig a t in g , b u t  i t  fa i le d  to  a sk  q u e s t io n s  o f  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  p e o p le  to  g e t  th e  
r ig h t  a n sw e r s . W il l  m y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ien d  c o n t in u e  to  in v e s t ig a te  th a t is s u e ,  to o ?

M r ,  H a n s o n :  I  w i l l  d r a w  th o s e  c o m m e n ts  to  th e  n o t ic e  o f  m y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  th e  
S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  fo r  C u ltu r e , M e d ia  a n d  S p o r t, w h o  h a s  r e s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  th e s e  
i s s u e s .

M r .  J o h n  B a r o n  ( B i l le r ic a y )  (C o n ):  M a y  I retu rn  to  th e  v e r y  s e r io u s  a lle g a t io n  a b o u t  
i l l i c i t  a c c e s s in g  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  n a t io n a l c o m p u te r ?  I t  i s  o n e  o f  th e  m o r e  s e r io u s  a sp e c ts  
o f  th e  m atter . W il l  th e  M in is te r  u s e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  r e -e x a m in e  th e  m e a su r e s  in  
p la c e  to  m a k e  su r e  th a t  th e  in te g r ity  o f  th e  P N C  is  m a in ta in e d ?

M r ,  H a n s o n :  S e l f - e v id e n t ly ,  th e  in te g r ity  o f  th e  P N C  is  a  m a tte r  o f  h ig h  im p o r ta n c e  
fo r  th e  G o v e r n m e n t . W e  w i l l  ta k e  a ll  s te p s  to  e n su r e  th a t it  r e m a in s  s e c u r e . In  th e  l ig h t  
o f  th e  a l le g a t io n s ,  I  s h a l l  b e  lo o k in g  at w h e th e r  fu rth er  s te p s  n e e d  to  b e  ta k en .

A n n  C h v y d  (C 5m o n  V a l le y )  (L a b ): G iv e n  M r. C o u ls o n ’s  d u b io u s  re p u ta tio n , n o n e  o f  
u s  o n  th is  s id e  o f  th e  H o u s e  c a n  f e e l  c o m fo r ta b le  w h i le  h e  is  a ro u n d  to  w a n d e r  th e  
c o r r id o r s  h e r e . W h ile  h e  is  u n d e r  s u s p ic io n , c a n  w e  n o t  at le a s t  ta k e  h is  p a s s  a w a y  

fr o m  h im ?

M r .  H a n s o n :  T h o s e  i s s u e s  are  n o t  fo r  th e  G o v e r n m e n t . T h e y  are fo r  th e  H o u s e  

a u th o r it ie s .

R ic h a r d  Y o u n g e r - R o s s  (T e ig n b r id g e )  (L D ):  In  r e s p o n s e  to  a n  e a r lie r  q u e s t io n , th e  
M in is te r  s a id  th a t th e  o f f e n c e  c o u ld  b e  p u n is h a b le  b y  a  fin e  o r  im p r iso n m e n t . S o m e  
c a s e s  o f  h a c k in g  a re  n o t  p u n is h a b le  b y  im p r iso n m e n t . I b e l i e v e  th a t, in  2 0 0 7 ,  th e  
P r im e  M in is te r  w a s  c o n s id e r in g  e x p a n d in g  th e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  im p r is o n m e n t  fo r  
o f f e n c e s  s u c h  a s  h a c k in g  in to  th e  D r iv e r  a n d  V e h ic le  L ic e n s in g  A g e n c y ,  b u t  d r o p p e d  
th e  p r o p o s a l a fter  r e c e iv in g  a  d e le g a t io n  fr o m  N e w s  fr ite m a tio n a l. W il l  th e  M in is te r  
lo o k  a t th e  m a tte r  a g a in  to  m a k e  su r e  th a t s u c h  h a c k in g  is  a n  im p r is o n a b le  o f f e n c e ?

M r .  H a a s o a :  I a m  n o t  a w a r e  o f  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  th a t th e  h o n . G e n t le m a n  h a s  
o u t lin e d . A s  h e  k n o w s ,  o f f e n c e s  w ith o u t  la w fu l  a u th o r ity  u n d e r  frie R e g u la t io n  o f  
I n v e s t ig a to r y  P o w e r s  A c t  2 0 0 0  are  p u n ish a b le  w it h  a  f in e  o r  a  p r is o n  s e n te n c e  o f  u p  to  
t w o  y e a r s . T h a t  p e n a l t y  w a s  d e l iv e r e d  in  th e  c a s e  o f  tw o  y e a r s  a g o .
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H o u se  o f  L o r d s
N e w sp a p e r s :  S u r v e illa n c e  M e th o d s  

9 J u ly  2 0 0 9

S t a t e m e n t

6.25 pm

T h e  P a r l ia m e n t a r y  U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  H o m e  O f f ic e  ( L o r d  W e s t  o f  
S p it h e a d ) :  M y  L o r d s , w i t h  th e  le a v e  o f  th e  H o u s e ,  I sh a ll  r e p e a t  a  S ta te m e n t m a d e  b y  
m y  r ig h t  h o n o u r a b le  fr ie n d  th e  M in is te r  fo r  P o l ic in g , C r im e  a n d  C o u n ter -T erro r ism  
(M r. D a v id  H a n s o n ) ,  e n t it le d , “N e w s p a p e r s :  S u r v e il la n c e  M e th o d s ” .

“ I a m  g r a te fu l fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  r e sp o n d  to  th e  h o n o u r a b le  G e n t le m a n ’s  q u e s tio n . 
I s h o u ld  f ir s t  o f  a l l  in fo r m  th e  H o u s e  th a t m y  r ig h t  h o n o u r a b le  fr ie n d  th e  H o m e  
S e c r e ta r y  is  to d a y  in  M a n c h e s te r  a t th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C h ie f  P o l ic e  O ff ic e r s  
c o n fe r e n c e  a n d  is  th e r e fo r e  u n a b le  to  r e sp o n d  to  th e  q u e s t io n  h im s e lf .

T h e  o r ig in a l a l le g a t io n s  d a te  b a c k  to  2 0 0 6 ,  f o l lo w in g  w h ic h ,  a s  th e  H o u s e  w i l l  b e  
a w a r e , th ere  w e r e  c o n v ic t io n s .  H o w e v e r ,  s e r io u s  a l le g a t io n s  h a v e  a p p ea red  in  th e  
n e w sp a p e r s  th is  m o r r iin g , w h ic h  c le a r ly  g o  m u c h  w id e r  th a n  th e  o r ig in a l c a s e . T h a t is  
w h y  I h a v e  s p o k e n  th is  m o r n in g  to  th e  a s s is ta n t  c o m m is s io n e r ,  s p e c ia l is t  o p e r a tio n s ,  
J o h n  Y a te s , a n d  w h y  m y  r ig h t  h o n o u r a b le  fr ie n d  th e  H o m e  S e c r e ta r y  h a s  s p o k e n  to  
th e  M e tr o p o lita n  P o l i c e  C o m m is s io n e r  w ith in  th e  p a s t  h o u r . T h e  M e tr o p o lita n  P o lic e  
are u r g e n t ly  c o n s id e r in g  t h e s e  a lle g a t io n s  a n d  w i l l  b e  m a k in g  a  s ta te m e n t th is  
a fte r n o o n . I t  w o u ld  b e  w r o n g  fo r  m e  in  a n y  w a y  to  p r e -e m p t  th a t s ta te m e n t a s  th is  is  
f ir s t  a n d  fo r e m o s t  a n  o p e r a tio n a l
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m a tter  fo r  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  P o l ic e .  H o w e v e r , I g iv e  a n  u n d e r ta k in g  to  th e  H o u s e  th a t 1 
w il l  rep ort b a c k  f o l lo w in g  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n s  b y  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  P o l ic e ,  w h e n  I ca n  
d o  s o ” .

M y  L o r d s , th a t c o n c lu d e s  th e  S ta te m e n t.

6.27 pm

B a r o n e s s  N e v i l l e - J o n e s :  M y  L o r d s , I th a n k  th e  M in is te r  fo r  r e p e a t in g  th e  S ta tem en t. 
T h e  s to r y  th a t a p p e a r e d  in  th e  G u ard ian  th is  m o r n in g  r a is e s  a  n u m b e r  o f  im p o rta n t  
q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  th e  in d iv id u a l 's  r ig h t  to  p r iv a c y  an d  h o w  th a t  r ig h t  is  p r o te c te d .

A l l  s id e s  o f  y o u r  L o r d s h ip s '  H o u s e  u n d o u b te d ly  c h e r is h  a n d  w a n t  to  sa fe g u a r d  
fr e e d o m  o f  th e  p r e s s ,  b u t  t h is  fr e e d o m  a n d  th e  r ig h t  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  p r e ss  n o t  to  
h a v e  th e ir  w o r k  in te r fe r e d  w it h  a n d  to  p u r su e  s to r ie s  th a t a r e  in  th e  p u b lic  in te r e s t  a ls o  
e n ta ils  o b l ig a t io n s  a n d  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .  J o u r n a lis ts  are o b l ig e d  to  o b e y  th e  la w  an d  
c o n fo r m  to  th e  P r e s s  C o m p l a i n t s  C o m m is s io n 's  c o d e  o f  p r a c t ic e , w h ic h  se ts  th e  
stan d ard s e x p e c t e d  o f  jo u r n a l is t s  in  c o n d u c t in g  th e ir  w o r k .
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T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  j u s t i f ic a t io n  fo r  th e  u s e  o f  i l l e g a l  m e th o d s  to  se c u r e  a  story . 
U n d e r s ta n d a b ly , th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  c a lls  fr o m  th o s e  w h o  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  th e  v ic t im s  o f  
th e  r e p o r te d  i l le g a l  in te r c e p t io n  o f  m o b ile  p h o n e s  fo r  a n  e x p la n a t io n  o f  w h y  t h e y  w e r e  
n o t  in fo r m e d  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  an d  p o s s ib le  c r im in a l w r o n g d o in g — in d e e d , w ith  a  
v i e w  to  p r o s e c u t io n . A s  th e  M in is te r  sa id , th e  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  
P o l ic e  t o o k  p r o m p t a c t io n  a n d  d ir e c te d  A s s is ta n t  C o m m is s io n e r  J o h n  Y a te s  to , a s  h e  
p u t  it, “ e s ta b lis h  th e  fa c t s ”  a b o u t  th e  a lle g a t io n s .

S in c e  th e  S ta te m e n t  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  o th e r  p la c e , th e  a s s is ta n t  c o m m is s io n e r  h a s  
rep o r te d , a b o u t  a n  h o u r  a g o . H e  s a id  th a t c o n tr a r y  to  th e  im p r e s s io n  c r e a te d  b y  
r e p o r ts , h u n d r e d s , n o t  th o u s a n d s , o f  p e o p le  h a d  b e e n  p o te n t ia l  v ic t im s  o f  p h o n e  
ta p p in g . H e  a ls o  t o o k  th e  v i e w  th a t th e r e  w a s  in s u f f ic ie n t  e v id e n c e  in  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  
c a s e s  to  p r o s e c u te . H e  m a d e  th e  im p o rta n t s ta te m e n t  th a t n o  a d d it io n a l e v id e n c e  w a s  
fo u n d  to  w a rra n t fu r th e r  in v e s t ig a t io n . T h a t i s  th e  p o l ic e  s id e . M r  J o h n  Y a te s  
e m p h a s is e d  th a t th e  M e tr o p o lita n  P o l ic e  w a s  lo o k in g  o n ly  at th e  in te r c e p tio n  o f  
p h o n e s .

I t  w o u ld  b e  w r o n g  to  th in k  th a t th e  is s u e s  r a is e d  b y  th e  G u a rd ia n ’s  s to r y  o r  th e  rep o rt  
b y  th e  M e tr o p o lita n  P o l ic e  are  p a r tic u la r ly  n e w , o r  in d e e d  th a t th e y  c o v e r  o n ly  th e  
a rea  th a t th e  p o l ic e  h a v e  j u s t  lo o k e d  at. T h e s e  i s s u e s  h a v e  b e e n  g o in g  o n  fo r  se v e r a l  
y e a r s  a n d  e x te n d  m o r e  w id e ly  th a n  th e  p o l i c e ’s  in v e s t ig a t io n . In  2 0 0 6 ,  an  
in v e s t ig a t io n  w a s  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r . H e  fo u n d  an d  
e x p o s e d ,

“a n  e x t e n s iv e  i l l e g a l  trad e  in  c o n f id e n t ia l  p e r s o n a l in fo r m a t io n ” .

and .

“e v id e n c e  o f  a  w id e s p r e a d  a n d  o r g a n is e d  u n d e r c o v e r  m a r k e t in  c o n f id e n t ia l  
p e r s o n a l in fo r m a t io n ”,

th a t c o n tr a v e n e d  th e  D a ta  P r o te c t io n  A c t  a n d  th e  R e g u la t io n  o f  I n v e s t ig a to r y  P o w e r s  
A c t .

T h is  is  a b o u t  th e  r ig h t  to  p r iv a c y . In  h is  r e p o r t, e n t it le d . W hat P r ic e  P riva cy? ,  th e  
In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r  d is c o v e r e d  th a t at le a s t  3 0 5  jo u r n a lis t s ,  to  h is  p e r so n a l  
k n o w le d g e — a s  a  r e s u lt  o f  h is  in v e s t ig a t io n — h a d  b e e n  in v o lv e d  in  th e  i l le g a l  trad e  in
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c o n f id e n t ia l  o r  p e r s o n a l  in fo r m a tio n . H e  a ls o  e s t a b l is h e d  th a t th e  i l le g a l  a c t iv it ie s  
w e r e  n o t  l im ite d  to  o n e  n e w s p a p e r  o r  n e w s p a p e r  g r o u p  b u t  w e r e  h a p p e n in g  a c r o s s  a  
la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  t i t le s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  g r o u p s . E v e n  th a t is  n o t  th e  fu l l  s to r y . T h e  
In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r  n o t e d  th a t a lth o u g h ,

“a m o n g  th e  u lt im a te  ‘b u y e r s ’ th e r e  are  m a n y  jo u r n a lis t s  lo o k in g  fo r  a  s to r y ” ,

o th er  c a s e s  h a v e  in v o lv e d  f in a n c e  c o m p a n ie s  a n d  lo c a l  a u th o r it ie s  w a n t in g  to  tra ce  
d e b to r s , e s tr a n g e d  c o u p le s  w it h  o n e  p a r ty  s e e k in g  th e  d e ta ils  o f  a n o th e r  p a r tn er ’s  
w h e r e a b o u ts , o r  c r im in a ls  in te n t  o n  frau d , w i t n e s s  o r  ju r o r  in t im id a t io n . H e  s ta te s  th a t
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th e  in d u str y  o f  d is c o v e r in g  in fo r m a tio n  th a t s h o u ld  b e  p e r s o n a l an d  p r iv a te  e x te n d s  
in to  m a n y  w a lk s  o f  l i f e  fo r  o th e r  p u r p o se s .

T h e  rep o r ts  to d a y  a r e  o b v io u s ly  d o m in a te d  b y  th e  a l le g a t io n s  o f  in te r c e p tio n  o f  
m o b i le  p h o n e s , w h ic h  c o n s t itu te s  o n ly  a  p o r tio n  o f  th e  m a r k e t in  i l le g a l  a c t iv ity . T h e  
In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r ’ s  rep o r t m a k e s  c le a r  th a t g o v e r n m e n t  d a ta b a se s  are a lso  
b e in g  s o u r c e d  i l le g a l ly .  T h e y  in c lu d e  th e  D V L A  d a ta b a se  a n d  th e  p o l ic e  n a tio n a l  
d a ta b a se . T h e  p r iv a te  s e c to r  h a s  a ls o  b e e n  ta r g e ted , w ith  p e o p le  a c c e s s in g  reco rd s  o f  
e x -d ir e c to r y  n u m b e r s  fr o m  p h o n e  c o m p a n ie s  to  c o n v e r t  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  in to  p r iv a te  
a d d r e s s e s . It w o u ld  b e  h e lp fu l  to  k n o w  w h e th e r  th e  M in is te r  i s  s a t is f ie d  that th e  
D V L A  d a ta b a se  a n d  th e  p o l ic e  n a t io n a l d a ta b a se  are n o w  s e c u r e  fr o m  s u c h  m isu se .

T h e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r  d id  a  th o r o u g h  j o b  in  h is  rep o rt, b u t th ere  are  
q u e s t io n s  to d a y  a b o u t  h is  r o le , b e c a u s e  o f  rep o rts  th a t h e  h a s  n o t  m a d e  p u b lic  a ll th e  
e x t e n s iv e  d o c u m e n ta t io n  r e le v a n t  to  h is  in v e s t ig a t io n . It w o u ld  b e  h e lp fu l  to  k n o w  i f  
th e  M in is te r  is  a w a r e  o f  w h e th e r  th e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r  w i l l  m a k e  a n y  further  
s ta te m e n t  a b o u t  h is  in q u ir ie s .

T h e r e  are  a ls o  s o m e  lo n g e r - te r m  in s t itu t io n a l i s s u e s  w h ic h  w e  o n  t h e s e  B e n c h e s  th in k  
n e e d  to  b e  a d d r e s se d . T h e r e  a re  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t th e  a c t io n  ta k e n  b y — or p erh a p s, th e  
in a c t io n  o f — ^the P r e s s  C o m p la in t s  C o m m is s io n ,  w h ic h  i s  a  s e lf -r e g u la to r y  b o d y  fo r  
th e  in d u str y . In  h is  2 0 0 6  re p o r t, th e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r  m a d e  a  n u m b e r  o f  
r e c o m m e n d a t io n s , in c lu d in g  th a t th e  P C C  a m e n d  its  c o d e  o f  p r a c t ic e  a n d  is s u e  
w a r n in g s  a b o u t th e  u s e  o f  i l l e g a l  m e th o d s . T h a t d id  n o t h a p p e n . In  th is  c o n te x t , i t  is  
w o r th  c it in g  th e  v i e w  o f  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e  o n  C u ltu re , M e d ia  a n d  S p o rt, w h ic h  
s ta te d  in  2 0 0 7 :

“I f  th e  in d u str y  is  n o t  p r e p a r e d  to  a c t  u n le s s  a  b r e a c h  o f  th e  la w  i s  s h o w n  to  h a v e  
o c c u r r e d  a lr e a d y  t h e n  th e  w h o le  ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r  s e lf - r e g u la t io n  is  s e r io u s ly  
u n d e r m in e d ” .

Is th e  M in is te r  a w a r e  o f  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  p la n s  to  r e v ie w  th e  c o m m is s io n e r 's  r o le  a s  a  
r e su lt?

W e  k n o w  th at in fo r m a t io n  i s  o f t e n  s o u r c e d  th r o u g h  th e  p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a t io n  in d u stry , 
m e m b e r s  o f  w h ic h  w o r k  lo o s e l y  in  c h a in s  th a t m a y  in c lu d e  s e v e r a l in te r m e d ia r ie s  
b e t w e e n  th e  u lt im a te  c u s to m e r  a n d  th e  p e r so n  w h o  a c tu a lly  o b ta in s  th e  in fo r m a tio n , 
a s  w a s  il lu s tr a te d  e a r lie r . F o r  th a t r e a so n , th e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r  c r it ic is e d  th e  
la x it y  o f  th e  l ic e n s in g  r e g im e  o f  p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a to r s  a n d  m a d e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o n  
th e  su b je c t  to  th e  S e c u r ity  In d u s tr y  A u th o r ity , th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  B r it is h  I n v e s t ig a to r s  
a n d  th e  O f f ic e  o f  F a ir  T r a d in g , r e c o m m e n d in g  th a t
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th e  l ic e n s in g  r u le s  b e  t ig h te n e d . G iv e n  th a t th a t w a s  th ree  y e a r s  a g o , c a n  th e  M in is te r  
t e l l  u s  h o w  m u c h  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  an d  h o w  c o n f id e n t  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  are th a t  
th o s e  o r g a n is a t io n s  a r e  n o w  o n  to p  o f  th o s e  is s u e s ?

F in a lly , th e r e  is  o n e  i s s u e  o f  a  cu ltu r a l n atu re. It is  fa ir  to  s a y  th a t th e r e  w i l l  a lw a y s  b e  
a tte m p ts  to  a c q u ir e  p e r s o n a l  in fo r m a t io n  th r o u g h  i l le g a l  m e a n s  fo r  p u r p o s e s  fo r  w h ic h
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th e  in fo r m a t io n  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  sp r e a d  an d  w a s  n o t  in te n d e d . E s s e n t ia l ly ,  th is  is  a  
c u ltu ra l is s u e . It is  im p e r a t iv e  th at th o s e  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  o u r  p e r s o n a l in fo r m a tio n  in  
b o th  th e  p u b lic  a n d  p r iv a te  s e c to r s  b e h a v e  as r e s p o n s ib le  c u s to d ia n s  an d  are  
c ir c u m s p e c t  a b o u t  r e q u e s ts  fo r  data.

6.35 pm

B a r o n e s s  M i l l e r  o f  C h i l t h o r n e  D o m e r :  M y  L o r d s , I  th a n k  th e  M in is te r  fo r  r e p ea tin g  
th e  S ta te m e n t  a n d  I a m  so r r y  th at it  h a s  p u t h im  in  a  ra th er d if f ic u lt  p o s it io n . S in c e  th e  
S ta te m e n t w a s  m a d e , th e  M e t  h a s  r u le d  o u t  th e  n e e d  fo r  a n y  fu r th er  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  
w h ic h  s e e m s  a s to n is h in g  a s  it h a s  h a d  b a r e ly  s ix  h o u r s  to  e s ta b lis h  w h e th e r  th ere  w a s  
a n y th in g  to  in v e s t ig a t e  fu rth er . S ix  h o u rs  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  a n y th in g  l ik e  a n  ad eq u a te  
a m o u n t o f  t im e  to  d o  th a t.

Is th e  M in is te r  s a t is f ie d  w it h  th e  r o le  o f  th e  p o l ic e ?  T h e  o r ig in a l in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  th e  
N ew s o f  the W o rld  b u g g in g  sc a n d a l w a s  ca rr ied  o u t  b y  th e  a n ti-te r r o r ist  p o l ic e  
b e c a u s e  o f  th e  s e c u r ity  im p lic a t io n s  a rou n d  th e  fa c t  th a t r o y a l p h o n e s  h a d  b e e n  
b u g g e d . C o u n te r  T e r r o r ism  C o m m a n d , C O  1 5 , to o k  th e  c o n tr o v e r s ia l  d e c is io n  n o t  to  
in fo rm  th e  o th e r  p u b l ic  f ig u r e s  w h o s e  p h o n e s  h a d  b e e n  ta r g e te d . W h y  w a s  th at?  W a s  
th at u n d er  th e  g u is e  o f  c o u n te r te r ro r ism  a n d  th in g s  th a t n e e d  to  b e  k e p t  se c r e t , b u t that 
s h o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n ?  W h a t  d id  th e  p o l ic e  t e l l  th e  D ir e c to r  o f  P u b lic  P r o s e c u t io n s  at 
th at t im e ?  W h a t d id  h e  k n o w  a b o u t th e  v o lu m e  o f  ta p p in g  th a t h a d  b e e n  g o in g  o n ?  
D id  h e  k n o w  a n d  d e c id e  n o t  to  ta k e  a c t io n , o r  d id  th e y  n o t  t e l l  h im ?  T h e  M e t s t il l  
fa c e s  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t w h e th e r  s e n io r  o f f ic e r s  in te r v e n e d  n o t  o n ly  m  
p h o n e  ta p p in g  b u t a ls o ,  a s  th e  n o b le  B a r o n e ss , L a d y  N e v i l le - J o n e s ,  h a s  p o in te d  o u t, as  
reg a rd s  & e  a m o u n t  o f  i l le g a l  b u y in g  o f  d a ta  th a t h a s  b e e n  g o in g  o n . W e r e  th e  p o l ic e  
a w a r e  o f  th a t?

K )

T h e r e  c o u ld  b e  a b o u t  a n  h o u r ’s  w o r th  o f  q u e s t io n s  o n  th is  in c id e n t  a n d  o n  th e  r o le s  o f  
m a n y  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  in s t itu t io n s , in c lu d in g  th e  r o le  o f  th e  P C C . S ir  C h risto p h er  
M e y e r  w a s  c h a ir  a t th e  t im e  o f  th e  C o u ls o n  d e b a c le . T h e  P C C ’s  su b s e q u e n t  rep ort  
fa i le d  to  u n c o v e r  a n y  su b sta n tia l e v id e n c e .  B u t  th e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r , w h o  
w a s  th e  o n ly  p e r s o n  to  c o m e  o u t  o f  th is  w ith  a n y  c r e d ib il ity , a s k e d  th e  P C C  to  is s u e  a  
c le a r  p u b lic  s ta te m e n t  w a r n in g  jo u r n a lis t s  a n d  e d ito r s  o f  th e  v e r y  rea l r isk  o f  
c o m m it t in g  c r im in a l o f f e n c e s .  T h e  P C C  r e s is te d  d o in g  th a t a n d  j u s t  p r o d u c e d  
g u id a n c e  w h ic h  th e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r  a t th e  t im e  fo u n d  v e r y  d isa p p o in tin g .

N o w  I tu rn  to  th e  r o le  o f  P a r h a m e n t a n d  th is  H o u s e .  In  2 0 0 8 ,  d u r in g  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  
th e  C r im in a l J u s t ic e  a n d  Im m ig r a t io n  B i l l ,  u n d e r  C la u s e  7 5 ,  w e  d e b a te d  w h e th e r  th ere  
s h o u ld  b e  a  p r is o n  s e n t e n c e  o f  tw o  y e a r s  fo r  p e o p le ,  in c lu d in g  j o u r n a lis t s ,  w h o  w e r e  
c a u g h t u n la w f i i l ly  o b ta in in g  p e r so n a l d ata . B u t  w e  a ls o  d e b a te d  w h e th e r  th ere  s h o u ld  
b e  a  s p e c ia l  d e fe n c e
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fo r  jo u r n a lis m  a n d , i f  s o ,  w h a t  th a t d e f e n c e  s h o u ld  b e . D u r in g  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  th at A c t ,  
th e  le g a l  m a n a g e r  o f  N e w s  In te r n a tio n a l, A la s ta ir  B r e tt , e - m a i le d  m e  a n d  s o u g h t  a  
m e e t in g . N e w s  In te r n a tio n a l w a s  m o s t  c o n c e r n e d  at th e  id e a  o f  th e  in c r e a s e d  ta r iffs  or  
d im in is h e d  d e f e n c e s .  N o w  w e  c a n  s e e  w h y . It p u t  tr e m e n d o u s  p r e ssu r e  o n  th e  
G o v e r n m e n t  to  d ro p  th e  id e a  o f  p r is o n  s e n te n c e s  fo r  jo u r n a lis t s  b e in g  in c lu d e d  in  th e
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A c t .  W a s  it  a c tu a lly  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  w h o  in str u c te d  th a t th a t le g is la t io n  b e  

d r o p p e d ?

A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  d e b a te  o n  th a t A c t ,  th e  c o n c lu s io n  w a s  th a t w e  w o u ld  n o t  in c lu d e  it  
in  th e  B i l l ,  b u t  th a t it  w o u ld  b e  b r o u g h t in  b y  o rd er  i f  n e c e s s a r y . W il l  th at ord er  n o w  
b e  b r o u g h t  in  u r g e n t ly  s o  th a t w h e n  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  o r g a n is in g  th e s e  a p p a llin g  
s y s t e m a t ic  in tr u s io n s  in to  p e o p le ’s  p r iv a te  l iv e s  h a v e  b e e n  o n  tr ia l, t h e y  w i l l  g e t  th e  
p u n is h m e n t  th a t t h e y  d e s e r v e ,  ra th er th a n  a  p a ltr y  f in e ?  T h e  fa c t  th a t w e  d id  n o t  p a s s  
th is  t o  g o  in  th e  B i l l  s e e m s  a  tr e m e n d o u s  m is ta k e  n o w . T h a t o rd er  n e e d s  to  b e  b r o u g h t  
in  u r g e n t ly . W h e n  th e  N e w s  In te r n a tio n a l c h a ir m a n , L e s  H in to n , w a s  g iv in g  e v id e n c e  
t o  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e , h e  s a id  th a t th e  p h o n e  h a c k in g  w a s  a  o n e - o f f  c a se . I f  th e  
G u a rd ia n  e v id e n c e  i s  t o  b e  b e l ie v e d , th e r e  i s  a  lo t  o f  d is d a in  fo r  P a r lia m e n t, an d  an  
im m e n s e  a m o u n t  o f  i l l e g a l  a c t io n  h a s  b e e n  g o in g  o n , w h ic h  s h o u ld  r e su lt  in  a  cr im in a l  
r e c o r d  fo r  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le .

I c a n  c o m p le t e ly  u n d e r s ta n d  w h y  M e m b e r s  o n  th e  C o n s e r v a t iv e  F r o n t B e n c h  d o  n o t  
w a n t  to  m e n t io n  M r  C o u ls o n . U n d o u b te d ly , t h e y  f e e l  c o n ta m in a te d  b y  th e ir  
a s s o c ia t io n  w it h  h im . T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  th a t s o m e  o f  th is  c u s to m  a n d  p r a c tic e  
d e v e lo p e d  o n  h is  w a tc h . N o  o n e  c o u ld  s e r io u s ly  b e l i e v e  th a t it  s u d d e n ly  d e v e lo p e d  
o v e r n ig h t  a fte r  h e  h a d  le f t .  F o r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e ir  c r e d ib i l i ty  o n  p r iv a c y  is s u e s  an d  la w  
a n d  o rd er , I h o p e  th e  C o n s e r v a t iv e s  w i l l  j o in  m e  in  c a l l in g , a t le a s t , fo r  th e  o rd er  to  b e  
e n a c te d . I  h o p e  th e  M in is te r  w i l l  c o n f ir m  to n ig h t  th a t it  w i l l  b e  e n a c te d , s o  th a t w h e n  
a n  in v e s t ig a t io n  ta k e s  p la c e — a s it  s h o u ld  a n d  I h o p e  h e  w i l l  p r e ss  th e  p o l ic e  o n  th is  
m a tte r — a n d , e v e n tu a lly ,  w h e n  th is  c o m e s  to  tr ia l, th e r e  w i l l  b e  a  p r o p e r  p u n ish m e n t.

6.41 pm

L o r d  W e s t  o f  S p i t h e a d :  M y  L o r d s , I  a p o lo g is e  fo r  b e in g  o v e r d r e s s e d  b u t I h a v e  ju s t  
c o m e  fr o m  a  w o n d e r fr il p a r ty , g iv e n  b y  H e r  M a je s ty  a t B u c k in g h a m  P a la c e , fo r  th e  
F le e t  A ir  A r m  o n  i t s  1 0 0 th  y e a r , w h ic h  I k n o w  th e  w h o le  H o u s e  w i l l  w a n t to  
c e le b r a te .

T h e  n o b le  B a r o n e s s ,  L a d y  N e v i l le - J o n e s ,  q u ite  r ig h t ly  s a id  th a t th is  a c t io n  i s  q u ite  
u n a c c e p ta b le . T h e  j u d g e  in  th e  G o o d m a n  tr ia l s a id  th a t i s  n o t  a b o u t p r e ss  fr e e d o m ; It 
h a s  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  p r e s s  f r e e d o m . W e  a ll  b e l ie v e  in  p r e s s  f r e e d o m  b u t th is  is  a  
g r a v e  a n d  s e r io u s  in v a s io n  o f  p r iv a c y  a n d  d a ta  b e lo n g in g  to  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls . T h a t is  
e x a c t ly  w h a t  i t  is . U n d e r  R IP  A , i t  i s  a g a in s t  th e  la w  to  in te r c e p t  a n d  ta k e  d a ta  in  th is  
w a y  a n d  th e  p e n a lty  c a n  b e  u p  to  t w o  y e a r s ’ im p r is o n m e n t  o r  a  f in e . O n e  c a n  a lr e a d y  
p u t p e o p le  a w a y  fo r  t w o  y e a r s  u n d e r  R I P A . It h a s  b e e n  a  fa s t - m o v in g  s c e n e  to d a y . I 
w a s  f ir s t  a w a r e  o f  th is  s to r y  w h e n  I l i s t e n e d  to  th e  “T o d a y ”  p r o g r a m m e  th is  m o r n in g ;  
th a t i s  p r o b a b ly  th e  s a m e  fo r  th e  H o m e  S e c r e ta r y  a n d  m y  r ig h t  h o n o u r a b le  fr ie n d  
D a v id  H a n s o n  in  th e  o th e r  p la c e .  S in c e  th e n , th is  a f te r n o o n  th e r e  w a s  a  s ta te m e n t b y  
th e  a ss is ta n t
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c o m m is s io n e r  fo r  s p e c ia l is t  o p e r a t io n s , J o h n  Y a te s , w h o  i s  a  h ig h ly  e x p e r ie n c e d  
p o l ic e  o f f ic e r .  H e  i s  v e r y  c le a r  in  th a t s ta te m e n t  th a t th e  o r ig in a l in v e s t ig a t io n  w a s  
th o r o u g h  a n d  th a t th e  p r o s e c u t io n  d e c is io n s ,  b a s e d  o n  th e  a v a ila b le  e v id e n c e ,  w e r e
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f u l ly  c o n s id e r e d  b y  th e  C P S  a n d  le a d in g  c o u n s e l .  I h a v e  n o  r e a s o n  to  s e c o n d -g u e s s  
th a t o r  th e  a g e n c y  o r  c o u n s e l ’s  o p in io n .

H o w e v e r ,  h e  a ls o  s a id  a t th e  e n d  o f  h is  sta tem en t:

“I n e e d  to  m a k e  su r e  th a t w e  h a v e  b e e n  d ilig e n t , r e a so n a b le  a n d  s e n s ib le  a n d  in fo r m e d  
a n y o n e  w h o  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  v ic t im  o f  p h o n e  ta p p in g ” .

I d id  n o t  h ea r  h im  m a k e  th e  s ta te m e n t b u t I  ta k e  th a t to  m e a n  th a t th e r e  i s  m o r e  w o r k  
g o in g  o n , a n d  h e  i s  s t i l l  lo o k in g  a t th is  in  m o r e  d e ta il . I  d o  n o t  b e l ie v e  th a t it  w a s  h is  
f in a l s ta te m e n t. I a s s u m e  th a t th a t i s  c o r r e c t  b u t I  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  c h e c k  la ter  to  m a k e  
su re  th a t it  i s  w h a t  is  h a p p e n in g . T h e r e  h a s  a ls o  b e e n  a  s ta te m e n t  fr o m  th e  D P P . H e  
h a s  s a id  th a t th e  C P S  w i l l  lo o k  at th is  w h o le  is s u e  a g a in . J o h n  W h it t in g d a le , th e  h e a d  
o f  th e  C o m m o n s  C u ltu r e , M e d ia  a n d  S p o rt C o m m itte e  i s  r e o p e n in g  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .  
A  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  w i l l  b e  lo o k in g  at th is . I  w a n t  to  b e  v e r y  w a r y  o f  m a k in g  q u ic k  
s ta te m e n ts  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  le a r n t fr o m  b itter  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t, w h e n  s o m e t h in g  su d d e n  
a n d  u r g e n t  h a p p e n s , th e  w o r s t  th in g  p o s s ib le  i s  to  m a k e  sn a p  ju d g m e n ts  an d  
s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t  it. W e  n e e d  to  s it  b a c k  a n d  g e t  a ll  o f  th is  in fo r m a t io n  to  s e e  e x a c t ly  
w h a t  h a p p e n e d  a n d  th e n  ta k e  s o m e  b a la n c e d  d e c is io n s .

I  a m  a fr a id  th a t I a m  n o t  f u l ly  a u  fa it  w ith  th e  In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r ’s  rep ort o f
2 0 0 6 .  I w i l l  c e r ta in ly  m a k e  su re  th a t I lo o k  a t  it  a n d  I k n o w  th a t th e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  
lo o k  a t it  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  are e x tr e m e ly  im p o rta n t is s u e s .  W e  w o u ld  b e  s i l ly  to  p re ten d  
th at, o v e r  h is to r y , p e o p le  h a v e  n o t  tr ied  to  f in d  o u t  in fo r m a tio n  a b o u t  e a c h  o th er . 
T h e r e  are w a y s  o f  d o in g  it  th a t are p r o b a b ly  a c c e p ta b le  a n d  th e r e  are  w a y s  th at are  
n o t. W e  m u s t  d r a w  a  c le a r  l in e , r e a l is in g  th a t w h e n  t h e y  are n o t  a c c e p ta b le  an d  
a llo w a b le ,  w e  n e e d  to  e n su r e  th a t w e  are a b le  to  p r o te c t  p e o p le .  I n d e e d , fo r  e le c tr o n ic  
d a ta  a n d  s o  o n , th e  r e c e n t  c y b e r se c u r ity  s tr a te g y  th a t w e  p r o d u c e d  tr ie s  to  a c h ie v e  
e x a c t ly  th at fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l a s  w e l l  a s  fo r  th e  n a tio n , b ig  in d u s tr ie s  a n d  s o  o n .

T h e  n o b le  B a r o n e s s  m a d e  a  v e r y  g o o d  p o in t  a b o u t  g o v e r m n e n t  d a ta b a se s . I a m  n o t  
su re  o f  th e  a n s w e r  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  D V L A  d a ta b a se  b u t I sh a ll  g e t  b a c k  to  h e r  in  w r it in g  
o n  th at. T h e  p o l i c e  n a t io n a l d a ta b a se  i s  a b s o lu te ly  s e c u r e  a n d  i s  v e r y  w e l l  lo o k e d  
a fter . A  lo t  o f  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  o n  th at. I n d e e d , a  lo t  o f  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  to  
t ig h te n  u p  d a ta b a se s . L e t  u s  n o t  k id  o u r s e lv e s :  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  a  g o o d  r eco rd  as  
r e g a r d s  lo o k in g  a fte r  d a ta . T h a t a p p lie s  n o t  j u s t  to  th is  G o v e r n m e n t  b u t to  o u r  n a tio n , 
c o m p a n ie s  a n d  e v e r y o n e . A s  I h a v e  sa id  p r e v io u s ly  o n  th e  F lo o r  o f  th e  H o u s e ,  w e  a ll 
n e e d  to  g e t  a  lo t  b e tte r  a t th is  b e c a u s e  d a ta  are w h e r e  w e  are  to d a y  a n d  w e  m u s t  m a k e  
su re  th a t w e  lo o k  a fte r  th e m  p r o p e r ly . A s  I s a y , I  a m  h a p p y  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  p o l ic e  
n a t io n a l d a ta b a se  a n d  w i l l  g e t  b a c k  to  th e  n o b le  B a r o n e s s  a b o u t  th e  D V L A  d a ta b a se .

T h e  n o b le  B a r o n e s s e s ,  L a d y  N e v i l le - J o n e s  a n d  L a d y  M ille r , b o th  r e fe r r e d  to  th e  P r e s s  
C o m p la in t s  C o m m is s io n .  A g a in , I a m  n o t  e x a c t ly  su re  w h a t  w a s  s a id  a b o u t  th a t a t 
th e  t im e . IT iis  i s  p art o f  w h a t  w e  w i l l  h a v e  to  lo o k  at
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b e c a u s e  it  is  a l l  p a r t o f  th e  to ta l i ty  o f  s e e in g  w h e r e  w e  g o  fr o m  h e r e . V e r y  s e r io u s  
is s u e s  h a v e  b e e n  r a is e d  w h ic h  w e  a b s o lu te ly  n e e d  to  b o t to m  o u t.
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I have touched on the fact that I th ink the M et w ill look at th is further. That is what I 
assume from  the Statement. I  w ill check that and i f  I am wrong about it  I w ill get back 
to the House on that issue. The noble Baroness, Lady M ille r, referred to the role o f 
Parliam ent and im posing sentences on people who invade the privacy o f others. I  am 
afra id that I  was not p rivy  to the debate about the two-year sentence. As I say, there is 
a two-year penalty in  RIP A .

Baroness M ille r  o f C h ilth o rn e  D om er: M y Lords, to c la rify , the Data Protection A ct 
is the relevant A ct, g iven that lots o f data have been bought and sold. The 
Government are supposed to  introduce an order under the Data Protection Act.

L o rd  W est o f S p ithead: M y  Lords, as I  say, I  am not up to speed on that. I shall look 
at it  and get back to the noble Baroness because I  am not aware that we are intending 
to move forw ard rap id ly  on that. When we have considered the im pact o f this matter 
we may change our v iew  on that, but firs t we need to determine exactly what that 
im pact is. N o doubt i f  anything arises from  further investigations o f M r Coulson by 
the M et, the DPP and the House o f Commons Culture, M edia and Sport Committee, 
something w ill be done. Other than saying that, I  do not w ish to comment on that 
further. I hope that I  have answered the questions that were asked.

6.47 pm

Baroness W illia m s  o f C rosby: M y Lords, the M in iste r has long been a doughty 
defender o f the liberties o f the ind iv idua l in  this country. I  thank h im  fo r repeating the 
Statement and fo r his fu rther comments. However, I  w ish to take the matter a little  
further. He pointed out that there is a lo w  level o f awareness o f the sign ifican tly more 
sophisticated methods now  being employed by people in  terms o f data breaching and 
breaking in to telephone and other communications systems. This is occurring on a 
scale that we certa in ly d id  not see a decade ago. As the M in iste r w e ll knows, there is 
an increasing tendency fo r people to hack in to security systems. O nly yesterday there 
was a m ajor hacking incident at the Pentagon and other US government agencies 
w h ich have the m ost tig h tly  secured databases. This suggests that we shall have to 
deal w ith  th is factor fo r a long tim e to come. A  crucial aspect is that it  cannot be dealt 
w ith  sim ply on the basis o f taking adm inistrative decisions about tightening up data 
systems. A t the end o f the day a clear crim ina l sanction must be imposed by the courts 
to stop people com m itting these crimes.

L ike  many others in  th is  House, I  d id  much w ork in  eastern Europe in  the 1990s. I 
was most conscious o f the astonishing way in  w hich the Stasi in  East Germany had 
used data that had been leaked to it— in  some cases people had been compelled to 
give it— in  order to  b lackm ail and put pressure on people who were attempting to 
uphold the principles o f democracy. A t one point something like  one in  every 70 East 
Germans
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were recruited by the Stasi to  spy on others or to get hold o f sensitive, private data.

I  do not w ish to delay the House but I  trust that we w ill take this matter very 
seriously. Extrem ely troub ling  allegations have been made in  the Guardian and
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elsewhere in  the past day or so. G iven that there is like ly  to be no further opportunity 
fo r a Statement before the House rises at the end o f this month, w ill the Government 
make clear what steps they and other institutions such as Parliament propose to take.

This is m y fin a l point, because I  do not want to delay the House. W hat emerges so 
clearly from  the in form ation that we have received is the almost to ta l fa ilu re  o f the 
institu tions that we set up, particu larly to protect the privacy o f individuals and the 
security o f data, to take th is issue seriously. Those institutions include the Press 
Council, w h ich should be ashamed o f its fa ilure to investigate some o f the allegations 
that were made to it, and, sadly, our own media committees in  another place, which 
do not seem to  have taken these matters as seriously as they should have. W ill the 
M in iste r agree to put some letter or statement in  the L ib ra ry to enable us to  see what 
the Government intend to  do about these very serious issues?

L o rd  W est o f S p ithead: M y Lords, I can assure the noble Baroness that we take this 
very seriously. The reason why I  am not g iv ing a knee-jerk in itia l reaction to 
everything is that I  take the issue so seriously. We need to look at the fu ll im plications 
o f a ll o f th is across the board and then th in k  about how we should act. M y right 
honourable friend M r D avid Hanson in  the other place gave an undertaking that he 
w ould report back fo llo w in g  these considerations and presumably I  w ill repeat a 
Statement here as a result o f that. I  imagine that that probably w ill not be before 
Parliam ent rises, but I  do not know. I f  it  is, clearly I  w ill;  i f  not, m y rig h t honourable 
friend has given an undertaking and it  w ill happen.

As regards clear crim ina l responsib ility, there are already certain crim inal 
punishments fo r some aspects o f these things. The noble Baroness is righ t to say that 
we perhaps need to look at th is more broadly. Interestingly in  the cybersecurity 
package that I have put in  place, we w ill have people in  CSOC looking at ethics and 
possible legislation, should that be considered necessary. The noble Baroness is 
absolutely rig h t to say that people do not understand this; they do not understand their 
vu lnerab ility . Even cards fo r various stores and so on give away a great deal o f data 
about people. People do not th in k  about or understand what they are doing sometimes 
when they provide data in  that way.

The Am erican situation is fa r worse, as I  have said previously on the F loor o f the 
House. The Americans are spending some $17 b illio n  to try  to get the ir systems in  
order. Part o f the problem  is that they were in  this game w e ll before us, so their 
computer systems were set up earlier and they have a huge number o f portals— more 
than 8,000— into  the ir government systems, w hich means that, actually, i t  is not that 
d iffic u lt to hack in to  them. That is why President Obama is intent on doing 
something. W e are better placed, but— m y goodness— we are not complacent. Our 
gsi.gov.uk is much tigh ter and much better controlled and gives us

Ju ly 2009 C olum n 874

a lo t o f protection, but we are by no means complacent. These are a ll very im portant 
issues, w hich we need to take ahead.

L o rd  C am pbell-S avours: M y Lords, m y question w ill be very brie f. W ill a ll the 
victim s be inform ed p riva te ly  that they were targets o f th is ille ga l activ ity?

1 7 6

MODI 00046414



For Distribution to CPs

1

L o rd  W est o f S p ithead: M y Lords, that is an extremely good question. I  th ink that 
they should a ll be to ld . I t  w ill be something that we w ill certa inly pursue to see how 
the M etropolitan Police takes this forward. I t  is an operational matter, but instinctive ly 
it  seems to me that people ought to know i f  this happened. I w ould be very unhappy to 
th ink that people were not being to ld, ju s t because they were not quite sure o f some o f 
the detail o f the in form ation. I w ill pursue this but, in  the fin a l analysis, it  is a matter 
fo r the M etropo litan Police Service.

L o rd  A lto n  o f L iv e rp o o l: M y Lords, the point that the noble Lord, Lord Campbell- 
Savours, has ju s t made is surely the most significant o f a ll. There are victim s here—  
people whose iden tity  must be known to the police. If, as the noble Baroness said, the 
police say that hundreds, rather than thousands, have been affected, the police must 
know  the ir identity. I t  must be righ t and proper fo r those people to be to ld  that they 
have been part o f th is surveillance state. There must be c iv il remedies open to them 
through w hich they can pursue the matter through the courts i f  the police decline to.

L o rd  W est o f S p ithead: M y Lords, this is not a surveillance state— i f  I  may get that 
comment in. This has nothing to do w ith  the state. This is to  do w ith  private 
individuals breaking the law . We have very strict rules indeed governing our 
surveillance. However, I  absolutely take the force o f the argument. As I have said, I 
believe that we should in fo rm  people. Assistant Commissioner John Yates said that 
there was insu ffic ien t evidence to establish that tapping had been achieved and that, 
where there was evidence, people were contacted. In  a sense, he is saying that i f  there 
was insu ffic ien t evidence, people were not to ld . I f  there is a suspicion that people 
were being tapped, I  th in k  that they should be told. This is an operational matter. I 
believe that they should be to ld  and I  shall be in  a dialogue to see exactly how we 
proceed on th is. I  w ould  jo lly  w e ll like  to know i f  some b lighter was try ing  to do that 
to me. Even though there may not be su ffic ien t evidence to take h im  to court, I  should 
like  to know  i f  someone was try ing  to tap me. That is how  we w ill go forw ard on this.

L o rd  Dubs: M y Lords, can m y noble friend c la rify  matters a litt le  further? I am not 
clear whether the M etropo litan Police has said that it  is or is not going to investigate. 
In  the absence o f fu rther investigation by the M et, w ith  the best w ill in  the w orld, it  is 
d iffic u lt to  see what the CPS can do about it. I  am rea lly after an assurance that the 
m atter w ill not rest here—-this is too serious an issue. E ither the reports in  today’s 
papers were wrong— I  do not believe that about the Guardian— or there is something 
seriously amiss. Those
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o f us who believe in  a healthy trad ition  o f investigative journa lism  do not want to see 
that trad ition  su llied by what has been happening.

L o rd  W est o f S p ithead: M y  Lords, as I  pointed out at the end o f the Statement, 
Assistant Comm issioner John Yates said;

“N o evidence has come to lig h t since this case concluded so I  th in k  no need fo r more 
investigation” ,

which I  found s lig h tly  surprising. He then said;
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“ I  need to make sure that we have been diligent, reasonable and sensible and inform ed 
anyone who may have been a v ic tim  o f phone tapping” .

I take that to mean that he is looking into the matter more deeply. I  shall ensure that 
m y understanding is correct; i f  it  is not, I  w ill get back to the House. However, I 
believe that he needs to make sure o f that and that the matter needs to be looked into 
further. I do not believe that that can be done in  a matter o f a few  hours. These issues 
are too im portant to be skimmed over quickly; they need to be looked at thoroughly.

L ord  C linton-D avis: M y Lords, does m y noble friend realise that public concern 
about th is issue w ill be a wake-up call, and that it  is in  the wake o f what has happened 
in  the House o f Commons. Does he not th ink that there should be a fu ll inqu iry into 
the allegations which have been made and w hich the noble Baroness has tried to 
sweep under the carpet? Is it  not a fact that the honour o f Parliament is seriously 
invo lved here and that anything short o f a fu ll inqu iry in to  these matters would be 
quite wrong?

L ord  W est o f  Spithead: M y  Lords, as I  said, the DPP has the CPS looking at this. 
The M et is also s till looking at it, as was made clear in  the last sentence o f
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the Statement, and we know  that the Culture, M edia and Sport Committee is 
considering it. I  believe that we need to s it back and a llow  those considerations to take 
place and we can then see how  we move forw ard from  there. A t the moment, I do not 
th in k  that it  is appropriate to establish something such as a fu ll inquiry.

L ord  L ee o f  Trafford: M y  Lords, is the M in iste r aware o f whether either the police 
or the authorities w ill be m aking contact w ith  the Guardian  to ask it  to give details o f 
specific cases that it  may be prepared to pass over?

L ord  W est o f  Spithead: M y Lords, I  am not aware o f that but I  am begin n ing to stray 
in to operational matters w hich the Government should not push in to at the moment. I 
th in k  that we should s it back and le t the proper authorities deal w ith  this. We can then 
ask the righ t questions and prod where necessary to get the rig h t answers.

L ord  E lton: M y Lords, I  have a sm all question among a ll these great issues. Can the 
M in is te r te ll us whether I  am rig h t in  concluding, sadly, that the only tw o ways o f 
know ing whether you have been tapped are, firs t, i f  you fin d  the contents o f a private 
conversation in  the pub lic  dom ain and, secondly, i f  you are inform ed by the 
M etropolitan Police that it  has happened? Is there any other way?

L ord  W est o f  Spithead: M y  Lords, there may be a way o f know ing whether you 
have been tapped but I  do not th in k  that I can say anything about it  on the F loor o f the 
House.

House adjourned a t 6.59 pm.
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CLAIMS THE N E W S  OF THE WORLD  
HACKED INTO MOBILE PH O N E S FOR 
STO R IES
Programme: Sky News
Programme Start: 09/07 /2009 10:00:00
Presenter: Dermot Murnaghan
Item Start: 10:00:47
Duration: 7:17
Reporter: Ershal Eriington

Amongst the celebrities and politicians allegedly monitored were former Deputy 
PM John Prescott, actress Gwyneth Paltrow and the Chief Executive of the 
Profession FA Gordon Taylor. Reporter -  The Guardian quotes a police source who 
claims there are thousands too. INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, PR CONSULTANT -  I 
know my phone was tapped, it was my mobile phone provider who told me. 
INTERVIEW: IAN CAPLIN, LEGAL COMMENTATOR -  unless you're secret service or 
Government agent you can't tap into people's phones. Reporter -  It's also claimed 
The News of the World parent company News International paid around a million 
pounds in out o f court settlements to  three people. It is suggested on Gordon 
Taylor. In 2007 the paper's Royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to prison for 
hacking the phones of three employees of the Royal Family. The private 
investigator who helped him Glen Mulcaire, who got six months. Andy Coulson was 
the paper's editor a t the time, who resigned because of the case. He is now David 
Cameron's Communications Director. INTERVIEW: KELVIN MACKENZIE, FORMER 
EDITOR, THE SUN -  fo r a Labour leaning paper now attacking Coulson is politics by 
another name. STATEMENT: ANDY COULSON, FORMER EDITOR/NEWS OF THE 
WORLD, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR TO DAVID CAMERON -  the Mulcaire case 
was investigated by the Police and the Press Complaints Commission. Reporter -  
former Deputy PM John Prescott is to  contact Scotland Yard. The Commons 
Culture Select Committee is likely to  meet to  decide if it wants to take the m atter 
further. STUDIO INTERVIEW; JOEY JONES, CORRESPONDENT -  the Liberal 

.Democrats have lodged an urgent question on these hacking allegations, probably_
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by Home Affairs spokesman Chris Hume. It has been accepted by the Speaker. A 
Home Office spokesman will have to explain what is going on. Alan Johnson the 
Secretary o f S tate isn't around so someone else will answer.

(
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PHONE HACKING ALLEGATIONS  
CONCERNING THE NOTW
Programme: Sky News 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 11:30:00 
Item Start: 11:32:10 
Duration; 10:54

W ; DAVID HANSON, HOME OFFICE MINISTER -  the Home Secretary has spoken to  
the Metropolitan Police Commissioner within the last hour. Unlawful interception is 

I) ( ' an offence under the REPA Act. W : EVAN HARRIS MP -  the house is not relaxed
about the fears of surveillance by the newspapers and their agents. W : CHRIS 
GRAYLING, MP -  they are obliged to obey the law and to conform to the Press 
Complaints Commission Code. W : CHRIS HUHNE MP -  the public have a right to  
protection to  illegal intrusion into their privacy. Andy Coulson a t worst was 
personally implicated in criminal activity. The exact parallel is surely with Damian 
McBride. W ; KEITH VAZ MP -  they told the committee politicians, including the 
Home Secretary were informed. W ; JOHN WHITTINGDALE MP -  the chairman of 
News International gave a categoric assurance th a t no other journalists beyond 
Clive Goodman had any involvement. STUDIO INTERVIEW; JOEY JONES, POLITICAL 
CORRESPONDENT -  Chris Huhne is really putting the boot in. Alan Duncan had a 
little sheepish smile on. The Conservatives have been completely blind-sided by this 
affair. STUDIO INTERVIEW; WILL GEDDES, SECURITY EXPERT -  on some levels it is 
relatively easy. GSM phones are very difficult to intercept. It is in complete 
contravention to  data protection.
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N E W S  OF THE WORLD A C C U S E D  OF 
PHONE TAPPING
P ro gram m e: Daily Politics 
P ro gram m e S ta rt : 09/07/2009 12:00:00 
P re se n te r: A ndrew  Neil, J o  Coburn 
Item  S ta rt : 12:0137 
D u ration : 15:51

News International title  accused by Th e  Guardian. I used to  w o rk  f o r  R u pe rt 
M urdoch a t  th e  Sunday Tim es. Nl also owns The  Sun and T h e  Tim es. Head o f P FA  
Gordon Ta y lo r received o u t o f  c o u rt  se ttle m e n t alleges T h e  Guardian. John  
P re s c o tt, Elle M acpherson and M ax C liffo rd  allegedly ta rg e te d . Royal e d ito r Clive 
Goodm an w as jailed. F o rm e r e d ito r Andy Coulson now w o rk s w ith  David Cam eron as 
C o n se rv a tiv e s ’ Com m unications D ire cto r. INTERVIEW : JD H N  P R E S C D TT  MP, 
FD R M ER  LABD U R  D E P U TY  LEA D ER  -  I am staggered  th a t  Cam eron is relaxed given 
w h a t he said a bo u t M r  M cB ride . INTER VIEW : DAVID C A M E R D N  MP, C D N S E R V A TIV E  
LEA D ER  -  I knew a bo u t th e  resignation b u t I believe in second chances. INTERVIEW : 
JD H N  W H ITTIN G D A L E  MP, C D N S E R V A TIV E , CHAIR, C U L TU R E  S E L E C T  C D M M ITTE E  -  
it begs a lo t o f questions. W e w a n t to  ask The  Guardian to  give us w h a t inform ation 
th e y  have and would like to  speak to  Nick Davies and Les H inton. P re s e n te r -  why 
did th e  P ress Com plaints Com m ission n o t investigate? IN TER V IEW : W H ITTIN G D A LE  
-  th e y  did and th e re  w as a Police investigation. S TU D ID  IN TER V IEW : C H A R LES  
C LA R K E M P, FD R M ER  H D M E  S E C R E T A R Y  -  th e  f ir s t  question is has th e  law been 
breached? P re s e n te r -  Police, C P S  and th e  c o u rts  w ere  originally involved. S TU D ID  
IN TER V IEW : CLAR K E -  I would w a n t th e  C hief Inspector o f  C on sta bu lary  to  produce 
an u rg e n t re p o rt. P re s e n te r -  in fo rm a tio n  Com m issioner has done a re p o rt. 
S TU D ID  INTER VIEW : FID N A  M ILLAR, W R ITER  -  stories a b o u t Blairs o fte n  cam e fro m  
th e  Police. Dnce Police tak e  on an institution  as in Haringey Council th e y  do n o t hold 
back. S TU D ID  INTERVIEW : N ICK  RD BINSD N, P D LITIC A L E D ITD R  -  David C a m ero n ’s 
defence f o r  Coulson has changed. Y a te s  o f th e  Ya rd  has been b ro u g h t in. 
M e tro p o lita n  Police will be involved. S TU D ID  INTER VIEW : C LA R K E  -  Cam eron said he
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w a n te d  Coulson a t  core o f operation. W :  CH R IS H U H N E MP, HOM E A FFAIR S , 
L IB E R A L D E M O C R A TS  -  it  is extrao rd in ary. If th e  Prim e M in ister was rig h t to  sack 
Damian M cB rid e  should th e  Opposition leader n o t sack Coulson? S TU D IO  
IN TER V IEW : C LA R K E -  I th o u g h t Jo h n  W hittingdale  was ve ry  clear. M aybe the 
S ta n d a rd s  and Privileges C o m m itte e  will be involved. S TU D IO  INTERVIEW ; 
R O B IN S O N  -  it  goes in all d irections. P re se n te r -  Hom e O ffice  say M e t will look 
again. S T U D IO  INTERVIEW : R O BIN S O N  -  C om m issioner's w o rd s  are interesting. 
Jo h n  Y a te s  had been asked to  look in. I spoke to  one individual whose phone was 
hacked w ho spoke w ith disbelief.
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MET POLICE COMMISSIONER  
O R D E R S  REVIEW AMID PHONE  
NOTW HACKING ALLEGATIONS
Programme: News a t Noon 
Programme Start; 09/07/2009 12:00:00 
Presenter: Krishnan Guru-Murthy 
Item Start; 12:01:37 
Duration: 8:26

( 'j Reporter: Andrew Thomas

Sir Paul Stephenson said he had asked the Assistant Commissioner John Yates to  
establish the facts over the allegations in the Guardian newspaper. The claims 
have led to  calls for Tory leader David Cameron to sack his communications 
director Andy Coulson. Reporter -  Andy Coulson resigned taking responsibility as 
the man a t the top. W ; LES HINTON, EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN, NEWS CORP -  i believe 
he was the only person. Reporter -  the Guardian says tha t Gwyneth Paltrow, Jade 
Goody, Boris Johnson, Tessa Jowell and John Prescott were among its many 
victims. INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIES, THE GUARDIAN -  why did the police investigation 
s ta rt and then appear to stop short o f its goal? INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, 
FORMER EDITOR, SUNDAY TIMES -  you could get a class action lawsuit and have a 
massive lawsuit against the newspaper company. W : CHRIS HUHNE MP, HOME 
AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN, LIB OEMS -  a t worst he was personally implicated in 
criminal activity. INTERVIEW; DAVID CAMERON, LEADER, TORIES -  he behaves 
properly and in an upright way in everything he does. INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, 

A  PUBLICIST -  my mobile phone provider brought it to my attention. It gives grave 
( \ doubts over how the Press Complaints Commission didn't find any evidence.

STUDIO INTERVIEW: GARY GIBBON, POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT - the demands in 
parliament were fairly predictable. Not one MP mentioned the name Rupert 
Murdoch o f News International.
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THE WORLD A C C U S E D  OF 
INTERCEPTING PHONE M E S S A G E S
Programme: Breakfast 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:59:44 
Presenter: John W arnett, Julia George 
Item Start: 08:07:00 
Duration: 7:02

The Guardian newspaper alleges the NOTW paid over Elm in out o f court 
settlements. STUDIO INTERVIEW: TIM LUCKHURST, PROFESSOR OF JOURNALISM, 
KENT UNIVERSITY -  I'm not entirely shocked that any commercial newspaper group 
is accused of using these tactics. Ajournalist or anyone working on behalf of a 
journalist to  hack into telephone records is a breach of Regulation of Regulatory 
Powers Act and is illegal. It's not like Data Protection Law. Presenter -  Oborn has 
written The triumph of the Political Class. Can a single person ask for this action to 
be taken? STUDIO INTERVIEW: PETER OBORN [PHONETIC], POLITICAL PUNDIT -  
Nick Davies [PHONETIC] has w ritten the report and it seems to be endemic in the 
NOTW news room. The position taken by this creature Coulson, Director of 
Communications fo r Conservative Party. When he was editor fo r NOTW, he says he 
didn't know about this going on. Clive Goodman the Royal Correspondent went to  
jail fo r what he did while working fo r Coulson. The Press Complaints Commission 
pathetically failed to ask questions. The toothless committee in the House of 
Commons have been knobbled by Rupert Murdoch failed also to ask correct 
questions. STUDIO INTERVIEW: LUCKHURST -  the Guardian is a great leftist paper 
and Nick Davies, wrote Flat Earth News is a good journalist. There is an agenda 
against Andy Coulson.
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GUARDIAN ALLEGES N E W S  OF THE 
WORLD T A P P E D  INTO 3 0 0 0  P H O N E S
Programme; BBC News 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 09:00:00 
Item Start: 09:04:16 
Duration: 3:46

STUDIO INTERVIEW: ASHATANNA, CORRESPONDENT -  Newsgroup are saying it's  
IPl) inappropriate to comment. John Whittingdale, chairman of the Common's Media
( ') Select Committee has said it will consider these alleged revelations on Thursday. 

John Prescott is very concerned and he'd like to see Andy Coulson called to give 
evidence and is also calling on David Cameron to sack him. STUDIO INTERVIEW;
GARY O'DONOHUE, POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT -  David Cameron's said he knew 
about Andy Coulson's resignation from the News of the World and believed in 
second chances. The Culture Committee will reopen its inquiry and want to speak 
to News International. Presenter -  what about the other questions th a t have been 
raised fo r the Metropolitan police, fo r the Crown Prosecution Service fo r the 
Press Complaints Commission? STUDIO INTERVIEW: O'DONOHUE -  the Met issued a 
statem ent saying these matters were investigated and two people went to jail. 
Presenter -  Charles Clark said we have an organisation setting itself above the law 
but saying he wants the current Home Secretary to find out what’s going on.
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TWITTER PAGE OF M P BRED  
B R A D S H A W
Program m e: Live Desk
P rogram m e S ta r t :  0 9 /0 7 /2 0 0 9  09:30:00
P re se n te r : Colin B razier
Item  S ta r t :  09:37:13
D uration: 0:40

David Cam eron he says th e  Police and th e  P re ss  Complaints Commission all have 
q u es tio n s  to  an sw er in re la tion  to  to d a y 's  Guardian new spaper revelations. The 
Tory lead er has been speaking ab o u t th e  allegations th a t  The News o f  th e  World 
hacked in to  phone m e ssag es  o f  leading politicians and celebrities, when th e  paper 
w as ed ited  by Andy Coulson. He is now th e  C onservative 's  leader D irecto r o f 
Comm unications.
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ALLEGATIONS OF PHONE HACKING 
BY N E W S  OF THE WORLD
Programme: GMTV
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 08:00:00 
Presenter: Emma Crosby, Andrew Castle 
Item Start: 08:07:28 
Duration: 5:55

Let's get more now on th a t phone hacking story, allegations have been made in the 
Guardian newspaper. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT, FORMER DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER -  if these allegations are correct and there's a great deal of 
substance I see in them then I think they mislead the House of Commons 
Committee and the Press Complaints Commission. I shall write to the Metropolitan 
Police Authority and ask if they knew our phones had been tapped, it's  quite 
staggering th a t Mr Cameron is relaxed about these allegations. Presenter -  Andy 
Clawson, the Communications Director fo r the Tories, resigned a t the time.
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CLAIMS N E W S  OF THE WORLD  
T A P P E D  P H O N E S  OF T H O U S A N D S
Programme: Sunrise
Programme Start: 09/07 /2009 07:00:00
Presenter: Eamonn Holmes, Charlotte Hawkins
Item Start: 07:33:35
Duration: 4:08

This includes politicians, celebrities and business people. The Guardian reports that 
those whose calls were reportedly monitored include the former deputy prime 
minister John Prescott, London mayor Boris Johnson, actress Gwyneth Paltrow 
and the model Elle McPherson. Several senior Labour politicians have criticised 
David Cameron's communications director Andy Coulson because he was the editor 
of News o f the World a t the time. Andy Coulson said I have no knowledge of any 
settlem ent with Gordon Taylor. The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by 
the police and Press Complaints Commission. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOSHUA 
ROSZENBERG, LEGAL EXPERT -  we knew Clive Goodman was convicted. Andrew 
Neil has said this is one o f the most serious news stories he can remember. 
Breaches o f the data protection act, when you phone BT or a company and pretend 
to be the person with the account and you blag. The Commons Culture Committee 
will want to  know from News Group, News International. Questions will be asked 
about Andy Coulson, whether he can continue as the Conservatives media 
spokesman. Maybe he would become editor of the Sun, if the Murdoch group thinks 
th a t is appropriate.
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CLAIMS OF ILLEGAL PHONE  
TAPPING BY N E W S  OF THE WORLD  
JO U R N A LIST S BY GUARDIAN
Programme: Good Morning Scotland 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:30:00 
Presenter: Aileen Clarke, Gary Robertson 
Item Start: 07:33:37 
Duration: 7:42

According to  the Guardian newspaper up to 3000 people, including form er deputy 
Prime Minister John Prescott, were targeted. STUDIO INTERVIEW: ROY 
GREENSLADE, PROFESSOR OF JOURNALISM AT CITY UNIVERSITY AND FORMER 
EDITOR OF THE DAILY MIRROR -  1 think reporters received information from the 
police, say from the Criminal Records Office, which was in the grey area of legality. 
STUDIO INTERVIEW: PAUL GILBERT, MEDIA LAWYER -  initially News International, 
the owners of News of the World, effectively defended the claim. The three people 
who brought the cases, one of whom is Gordon Taylor, were able to obtain a 
disclosure order, to the e ffec t that the Metropolitan Police who conducted the 
investigation into Clive Goodman, disclosed documents relevant to his claim. He 
should be going to his solicitor as opposed to complaining why the Press 
Complaints Commission or the Metropolitan Police haven't taken m atters any 
further. STUDIO INTERVIEW: GREENSLADE -  Glenn Molcare [PHONETIC] was paid 
£100,000 in the course of a year by the News of the World. Presenter -  Andy 
Coulson [PHONETIC] was editor a t the time the scandal broke. STUDIO INTERVIEW: 
GREENSLADE -  Nick Davis, the investigator a t the Guardian, is on the record well 
before he ever broke this story, as saying journalists should never engage in illegal 
activity. On Newsnight last night Andrew Neil modiRed that.
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N E W S  OF THE WORLD A C C U S E D  OF 
ILLEGAL PHONE TAPPING
Programme; Breakfast 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:00:00 
Presenter; Susanna Reid, Charlie Stayt 
Item Start; 07:11:22
Duration: 4:18 .

The Guardian claims private investigators hacked into the phone messages of
3,000 people including form er PM John Prescott. STUDIO INTERVIEW; JOHN 
PRESCOTT, FORMER DEPUTY PM -  the enormity of the allegations are 
unbelievable. The questions are fo r the Murdoch authority themselves. It convinced 
the House Select Committee on Culture, and the Press Complaints Commission, 
th a t royal hacking was a one o ff by a rogue reporter. I am staggered Cameron, who 
employed Coulson, is relaxed about these allegations, particularly when he 
demanded McBride, who worked fo r Labour, was sacked. Presenter -  Andy Coulson 
said he had no knowledge of phone tapping. News International says it is 
inappropriate to comment a t the time. STUDIO INTERVIEW: PRESCOTT -  I was in 
discussions with the PM. I am writing to the chief of police to  ask him a t the Met 
Authority if  he knew many phones were being tapped. Did he tell the public 
prosecutor? Presenter -  the chairman o f the committee, John Whittingdale, says 
he’s seen no direct evidence th a t assurance was given to committee on the m atter 
had been untrue.
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N E W S  OF THE WORLD A C C U S E D  OF 
HACKING INTO MOBILE PHO NES
Programme; Morning Reports
Programme Start; 09/07/2009 05;00;00
Presenter; Cory Allen
Item Start; 05;01;00
Duration; 4;05
Reporter Torin Douglas

The News of The World is being accused of using private detectives to  hack into 
the mobile phones of thousands of people. The Guardian claims Lenny Henry, 
Gwyneth Paltrow and George Michael are among the people who were spied on in 
2006. The paper also apparently targeted John Prescott. INTERVIEW; JOHN 
PRESCOTT. FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER -  1 had no evidence of this. 
STATEMENT; NEWS INTERNATIONAL -  it is inappropriate to comment a t this time. 
Reporter -  today the Guardian is saying th a t one of the people whose phone 
messages were tapped into, Gordon Taylor the chief executive of The Professional 
Footballers Association, say he sued. Presenter -  the Metropolitan police have a 
list of those who were targeted. INTERVIEW; NICK DAVIES, THE GUARDIAN -  
Scotland yard have files and files of s tu ff they seized in raids. STATEMENT; 
METROPOLITAN POLICE -  the mps carried out an investigation into the alleged 
unlawful interception of telephone calls. Two people were convicted and jailed. 
INTERVIEW; ANDREW NEIL, FORMER EDITOR, SUNDAY TIMES -  this is our criminal 

justice system in the dock. Why did the police not inform the deputy prime minister 
of this country that his mobile phone had been compromised? Presenter -  The man 
who carried out a parliamentary inquiry into the way the journalist, Clive Goodman, 
hacked into mobile phone messages is John Whittingdale. INTERVIEW; JOHN 
WITTINGDALE, CARRIED OUT INQUIRY -  we were given assurance he was the sole 
person who new about it. INTERVIEW; ANDY COULSON, FORMER EDITOR, NEWS OF 
THE WORLD -  I have no knowledge o f any settlement with Gordon Taylor. The case 
was investigated thoroughly by the police and the Press Complaints Commission.
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Presenter -  The culture, media and sports committee is going to decide whether to  
call people from News International to answer questions.

m
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N E W S  OF THE WORLD A C C U S E D  OF 
USING PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS
Programme: Good Morning Scotland 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 06:00:00 
Presenter: Aileen Clarke, Gary Robertson 
Item Start: 06:20:36 
Duration; 3:10

This is to  hack into the mobile phones of people. The Guardian claims Lenny Henry, 
Gwyneth Paltrow and George Michael were spied on in 2006. They also targeted  
politicians, including John Prescott. INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT, FORMER 
DEPUTY PM -  I had no evidence but most of the newspapers had information th a t 
was highly private. STATEMENT: NEWS INTERNATIONAL -  it's inappropriate to  
comment a t this time. Presenter -  i t ’s been claimed the Metropolitan Police have a 
list o f those individuals th a t were targeted. INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIS, GUARDIAN 
NEWSPAPER -  Scotland Yard is sitting on this stuff. They have files they seized 
from Clive Goodman and the Investigator. STATEMENT: METROPOLITAN POLICE -  
the MPS carried out an investigation into the interception of phone calls. Offtcers 
liaised with the Crown Prosecution Service. INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER 
EDITOR, THE SUNDAY TIMES -  this isn'tjust the News of the World th a t’s in the  
dock. This is the Police in the dock. INTERVIEW: JOHN WITTINGALE, LEADER, 
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY INTO WAY CLIVE GOODMAN HACKED MESSAGES -  we 
were given assurance th a t he was the sole person who knew about it. The Chairman 
of News International gave evidence to us. Presenter -  someone who didn’t  appear 
before John Wittingale's Culture and Media and Sport Committee was Andy 
Coolsen [PHONETIC]. He resigned a fte r  Clive Goodman was sent to jail. Now he 
works as David Cameron’s PR man. STATEMENT: ANDY COOLSEN -  this story 
relates to an alleged payment a fte r  I le ft News of the World. I’ve no knowledge of a 
settlem ent to  Gordon Taylor. The Malcare [PHONETIC] case was investigated by 
the Police and the Press Complaints Commission. Presenter -  the Culture Media 
and sport Committee will meet later this morning.
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N E W S  INTERNATIONAL HAS ISSU E D  
A STATEM ENT
Programme; 5 Live Breakfast 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 06:00:00 
Presenter: Rachel Burden 
Item Start; 06:07:05 
Duration: 6:00

^  They own News of the World. The Guardian claims th a t Lenny Henry, Gwyneth
/  Paltrow and John Prescott are among the people who were allegedly spied on.

INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, PUBLICITY AGENT -  if these allegations prove to be 
true then it's something th a t a lot of people will be unhappy about. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW; TORIN DOUGLAS, CORRESPONDENT -  they say a senior metropolitan 
Police source is one and some comes from court papers, there is a case that 
Gordon Taylor brought against the CEO of the Professional Football Associations, 
the Information Commissioner has always said there is behaviour such as this. Nick 
Davis has pieced together this piece fo r the Guardian. Clive Goodman the Royal 
Editor of the News of the World wasjailed. Andy Colson [PHONETIC] resigned a fte r  
his royal editor wasjailed a t the time. Glen Malcare [PHONETIC] was investigated 
by the Press Complaints Commission. Chairman of the Culture and Sports 
Committee, John Whittingdale [PHONETIC] has indicated last night th a t he wants 
to see th a t enquiry reopened.

(...;
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P A P E R S  PAID HUSH MONEY FOR 
HACKING P H O N E S  S A Y S  GUARDIAN
Programme: Newsnight
Programme Start: 08/07/2009 22:30:00
Presenter: Emily Matlis
Item Start: 22:34:13
Duration: 13:00

^  Reporter: Michael Crick

 ̂ Tonight the News of the World, the M et Police even the judiciary face serious 
serious questions over what The Guardian claims were criminal methods used by 
News International to get stories. The editor, during some of that time was Andy 
Coulson, now David Cameron's communication director. Reporter -  Clive Goodman, 
the Royal Correspondent, wasjailed. Along with an accomplice Glen Mulcaire. 
INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIES, THE GUARDIAN -  the hacking of mobile phones was very 
common practice by News Internationaljournalists. Reporter -  The Guardian's 
story stems, from a law suit, by the footballers' union boss Gordon Taylor. Inquiries 
by both Scotland Yard and the Information Commissioner showed how others on 
Rupert Murdoch's papers also knew. INTERVIEW: JDHN PRESCDTT MP, FDRMER 
CABINET MINISTER -  I think John Whittingdale has said his committee's going to  
look a t it. Reporter -  there are questions too for Rebekah Wade. STATEMENT: 
ANDY CDULSDN -  I took full responsibility a t the time. INTERVIEW: JDHN 
WHITTINGDALE MP, CHAIRMAN, CULTURE SELECT COMMITTEE -  he did step down 
as editor. STUDID INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FDRMER SUNDAY TIMES EDITDR -  
the use o f hacking into mobile phones was on a mass scale. STUDID INTERVIEW: 
PETER WILBY, FDRMER EDITDR, THE INDEPENDENT DN SUNDAY -  the Press

 ̂ j Complaints Commission was supposed to  have looked into this whole matter.
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Subject: NS News

if you cannot see this HTML newsletter piease click here.
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C o v e r in g  NS a n d  In d u s t r y  Is s u e s 9  J u ly  2 0 0 9

M e w s  h i g h l i g h t s

NS G ive s  E v id e n c e  to  C o m m o n s  C o m in it te e  on 
F u tu re  f o r  L o ca l M ed ia

The Newspaper Society gave evidence th is week to 
the  C u ltu re, Media and S port C om m ittee chaired by 
John W h ittingda le  as part o f th e ir inqu iry  in to  the  
Future fo r Local and Regional Media. NS d ire c to r 
David Neweil was jo ined  by Michael Pelosi 
(N o rthc iiffe  M edia), Geraldine Ailinson (Kent 
M essenger G roup) and Ed Curran {B e lfast 
Telegraph) fo r the panel session a t W estm inster on 
Tuesday. A Press Association panel also gave 
evidence.
>> Futt story

B u rn l ia m : M o re  G o v e rn m e n t Ad S pend  fo r  
N e w s  S o u rc e s

Health S ecretary Andy Burnham  believes the re  is a 
s ign ifican t public bene fit in governm ent 
depa rtm ents  p u ttin g  m ore ad spend into local 
m edia. >> fuii story

N e w  C o u n c il N e w s p a p e r  C o s ts  B a rk in g  and  
D a g e n h a m  P o s t £ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0

The Barking and  Dagenham  Post is bracing itse lf fo r 
a £250,000  fa il in annual advertis ing  revenue 
fo llow ing  the launch o f Barking and Dagenham  
Council's fo r tn ig h tly  freesheet The News >> fuii story

NS F ocuses  o n  N e w  DCMS M in is te r ia l T e a m

H ave  y o u r  
sa y

Send us vour 
views on any 
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stories
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The NS has been arranging m eetings w ith  the 
D epartm en t fo r Culture Media and Sport m in isteria l 
team  including new culture secretary Ben 
Bradshaw. Meetings are also to be held th is m onth 
w ith  bodies including the Press Com plaints 
C om m iss ion . ABC, ASA, and Buckingham Palace 
o ffic ia ls .
>> Full activity report

MEN F a c a b o o k  E xc lu s ive s  M ake  N a tio n a i N e w s

The M anchester Evening News has revealed th a t 
prison inm ates are flouting  bans on the use o f 
socia l netw ork ing  sites and m obile phones in ja il 
th rou g h  a series o f exclusives sparked by an 
anonym ous t ip -o ff and research conducted online.
>> Futi story

P la y  E n g la n d  L a u n ch e s  L oca l M ed ia  PR 
C a m p a ig n

Play England has launched a local media PR 
cam paign th rough Featurelink prom oting  its annual 
Pfayday cam paign which sees hundreds o f events 
fo r  kids take place across the UK. >> Fuit story

I n  B r ie f

Chronicle  Shows PM How O ldham is W inning Battle 
A ga ins t Recession

ABC

ASA

cm

DA notice 
committee

DCF

ENPA

fflMA

Media
Emergency
Forum

NCTl

NMA

PCC

SoE

WAN

If you would like a colleague to be added to our mailing list to receive NS News please dick here 
& provide the e-mail address you wish to be added to the mailing list.

If you would like to unsubscribe from our mailing list please click here

NS, 8th Floor, St Andrew's House, 18-20 St Andrew Street, London EC4A SAY 
Tel : 020 7632 7400 Fax: 020 7632 7401 www.newspapersQc.Qrq.uk

Th is  em ail has been scanned by the MessageLabs E m ail Security System. 
Fo r m ore in fo rm a tion  please v is it h ttp ;//www.m essagelabs.coni/email
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1 . N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :  '

P H O N E  T A P P I N G  C L A I M S  F R I D A Y

Three inquiries into hacking 
claims as new victims emerge

# M P s  s u m m o n  

' M u r d o c h  c h i e f s  

o v e r  d i r t y  t r i c k s

•  T a r g e t e d  p u b l i c  

f i g u r e s  c o n s i d e r  

s u i n g  t a b l o i d

•  S c o t l a n d  Y a r d  

r e f u s e s  t o  r e o p e n  

t a p p i n g  p r o b e

James Bobinson
News International was last night feeing 
three fresh inep-iries into the conduct of 
its journalists and executives following 
the Guardian’s disclosures that Rupert 
Murdoch’s newspaper empire paid £lm to 
keep secret the use of criminal methods 
to get stories.

The director of public prosecutions, 
Keir Staimer, announced he was intending 
to launch an lugent review of the evidence 
relatingto phonehadcingmthecaseoftlie 
News of the World reporter Give Good­
man, who was Jailed for obtaining infor­
mation illegally.

His intervention came after a powerful 
Commons select committee said it would 
be calling senior managers from News 
International to give evidence as early as 
nextweektockrifywhatthey knew about 
malpractice by journalists at the News of 
the World. Andy Coulson, the former edi­
tor ofthe paper and nowthe Conservative 
party’s director of communications, will 
be asked to appear. He has always denied 
he knew reporters working for him had 
hacked into the mobile phones of politi­
cians and celebrities.

announced it was conducting an inquiry.
At Westminster, senior Labour figures 

contimiedto caEfor Coulson to resign and 
the prime minister said that there were 
“serious questions” to answer,

Gordon Brown was respondingafterthe 
Guardian revealed that News Group, the 
publishers of the News of the World, had 
made the £lni payout to secure secrecy 
over out-of-court settlements in three 
cases that threatened to expose evidence 
of journalists using private investigators
to illegally hack into the mobile phone 
messages of numerous public figures. It 
is also alleged journalists gained unlaw- 
fiii access to confidential personal data, 
including taxrecords, socialseairity ffles, 
bank statements and phone bills. Targets 
included John Prescott and Tessa Jowell,

The chief executive of the Professional 
Footbaflers’ Assodatioo, Gordon Taylor, 
was one victim and last year he received 
£700,000 from News International in 
compensation and legal costs. He agreed 
not to discuss the case as part of the deal.

However, hundreds of other pubfic fig­
ures may also have been targeted. Yester­

day, some of those thought to have been 
caught up in the affair said they were 
seeking legal advice. Among them were 
the celebrity pibBcist Max Clifford and TV 
presenter Yanessa Feltz.

Lawyers told the Guardian that News 
International could fece a series of expen- 
sivelegal actions provedthat report­
ers working for the group were engaged in 
behaviour that breached p rivacy.

The Metis assistant commissioner John 
Yates said yesterday that Scotland Yard 
would not be reopening its files on the 
case because no new evidence had come 
to light and the original inquiry had con-
cludedphonetappinghadocained inonly 
a minority of cases. “I therefore consider 
no further investigation is reqaired.”

Legal experts made it clear that the 
Yard’s decision would not affect the abilty 
of alleged hacking victiins to sue the News 
of the World for breach of privacy.

The parliamentaiyinquiry wiilfocuson 
executives at News International, includ­
ing Rebefcah Wade, the outgoing Sun edi­
tor who has been promoted to News Inter­
national chief« — ,™™- ... •
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h a ck in g  cla im s
« continaed from page i

ing editor; Colin Myler, the current News 
of the World editor; and Les Hinton, the 
former chairmcin of News IntemationaL 

John Whittingdale, the chairman of the 
committee, said he was particularly keen 
to question Hinton, who told a previous 
hearing Goodman had been acting alone.

The Conservative leader, David Cam­
eron, was forced to defend Coulson fol- 
lovring calls that he should be sacked.

Cameron told reporters outside his 
home in London: “It’s wrong for news­
papers to breach people’s privacy with no 
justification. That is why Andy Coulson 
resignedaseditoroftheNewsofthe World 
two and a half years ago.

“Of course I knew about that resigna­
tion before offering him the job. But I 
believe in giving people a second chance. 
As director of communications for the 
Conservatives he does an excellent job in 
a proper, upright way at all times.'’

The Tories also pointed to Scotland 
Yard’s decision not to reopen its inquiry.

Nevertheless, the DPP said he was set­
ting up a team to review the evidence

and the decision taken over the material 
discovered during the police inquiry into 
Goodman and Glenn Mulcaire, a private 
investigator who was also jailed.

“In the li^ t of the fresh allegations... I 
have now ordered an urgent examination 
of the material supplied to the CPS by the 
police,” he said.

He was taking this action “to satisfy 
myself and assure the public that the 
appropriate actions were taken in rela­
tion to that material”. He said the evi­
dence was extensive and complex, “but 
it has all been located and a small team is 
rapidly working through it... It will neces­
sarily take sometime. I am only too aware 
of the need for urgency.”

News International broke itssilence last 
night. But the company did not address 
any ofthe specific allegciions made by the 
Guardian, saying; “News International is 
prevented by confidentiality obhgations 
from discussing certain allegations made 
in the Guardian newspaper today.” It said 
its journalists hadcompHedwithrelevant 
legislation and codes of conduct since 
February 2007, after the Goodman case 
and Coulson’s resignation.

Alan Rusbridger, the editor in chief of 
the Guardian, said: “We note that News 
International has not contested any part 
of the Guardian coverage - including the 
central assertion that the company had 
paid a record £lm to ensure secrecy over 
damages paid to victims of illegal phone­
hacking.”
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T IM E S O N L IN E
From The Times 

July 11,2009

N ew s o f the W o rld  in ve stiga tio n  w as no h a lf­
h earted  a ffa ir
Andy Hayman

The allegations about News of the Worfd journalists employing private investigators to hack into 
celebrities’ mobile phones have put the spotlight on the original Metropolitan Police investigations into 
these claims, which I headed.

In the original inquiry, my heart sank when I was told the accusations came from the Palace. This was 
not the time for a half-hearted investigation —  we put our best detectives on the case and left no stone 
unturned as officials breathed down our neck.

The Guardian has said it understands that the police file shows that between 2,000 and 3,000 
individuals had their mobile phones hacked into, far more than was ever officially admitted during the 
investigation and prosecution of Clive Goodman. Yet, my recollection is different. As I recall the list of 
those targeted, which was put together from records kept by Glen Mulcaire, ran to several hundred 
names. Of these, there was a small number — perhaps a handful —  where there was evidence that the 
phones had actually been tampered with.

Had there been evidence of tampering in the other cases, that would have been investigated as would 
the slightest hint that others were involved.

As is so often the case, in the storm of allegation and denial the facts get lost. Well-known figures such 
as John Prescott are said to have been victims of the hacking without any clear evidence that their 
phones were, in fact, hacked.

The promise by the authorities to clarify any ambiguity surrounding the original inquiry should be 
reasonably straightforward providing the police are allowed to focus on the criminal matters and are not 
distracted by the plethora of parliamentary and watchdog probes. There is a danger the two could get 
entwined.

The obvious way of getting to the bottom of whether more could have been done by the police is to 
conduct a review, as suggested by the CPS. This route will bring closure by either endorsing the original 
investigation or demanding further work be completed. In retrospect, the speed with which the Met 
came out and said it would not be reopening its files might have been a mistake. Ultimately, it will be the 
CPS that decides whether there is a need for a further inquiry or not.

The present clamour for more information and clarity is forcing many other bodies to become involved. 
On Friday, in the space of a couple of hours, several parliamentary committees and other press 
watchdogs announced their own inquiries. Undoubtedly, all these interested parties will want to examine 
the same witnesses and test the same evidence. This could be a recipe for disaster.

The police and CPS objective is to ascertain whether any criminal activity has been left unchecked.
That is significantly different from the purposes of the other inquiries. They must not be confused. The 
police and CPS must be left to conduct their own review and not be prematurely pulled into servicing 
the other interested parties otherwise the waters could become muddier.

Andy Hayman is a former Assistant Commissioner in the Metropolitan Police

C ontact our advertis ing  team  for advertising and sponsorship in T im es  O nline. T h e  T im es  and T h e  S unday T im es, or place  
your advertisem ent.
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From The Sunday Times 

July 12,2009

H a ck e d  O ff: A lle g a tio n s o f p h o n e -h ack in g  
u n p ick e d
The all^ atio iis o f  ph one-liaddi^ l^  a tabloid that have sbakrai both d ie media and the 
pt^idcal world are unpidfied

Jon Ungoed-Thomas

Sitting in his office in the home counties last week, a private investigator leant across his desk and 
spoke about one of his skills: the art of obtaining private information on celebrities and other public 
figures. From an ex-directory phone number to banking files and health records, they were, he 
explained, all readily available from the right person at the end of the phone, whether they worked at BT 
or the NHS. “ It’s about assessing the psychology of the person you are speaking to and then convincing 
them to give you the information,” he said.

“You have to know the terminology of the organisation you are targeting and know which people might 
legitimately be able to ask for the information you are after. Then you pose as them. You need to be 
confident and personable.”

The investigator admitted he has sold such information to newspapers, but this business was an 
increasingly risky trade. He said he had been investigated and subsequently charged by the Information 
Commissioner for alleged breaches of data protection laws and was no longer willing to work for the 
media.

His main clients now are insurance companies, for which discovering evidence of a criminal record can 
be a quick and easy way to reject a claim.

This weekend, the work of such investigators faces scrutiny after The Guardian claimed that the News 
of the World, which is published by News International, the owner of The Sunday Times, had used 
private investigators to hack illegally into mobile phone voicemails. The Guardian said there were 
“thousands” of victims but produced no evidence for its extravagant claims.

Part of this was old news. In January 2007 Clive Goodman, the News of the World’s former royal 
reporter, and Glen Mulcaire, a private investigator, were convicted and jailed for hacking into hundreds 
of mobile phone messages, including those of aides to the royal family.

The scandal also cost Andy Coulson his job as editor of News of the World. He is now the director of 
communications for the Conservative party under David Cameron.

The new claims, however, suggested that such practices were not just the province of one rogue 
reporter, but a systematic operation that had targeted thousands o f phones. John Prescott, the former 
deputy prime minister, Tessa Jowell, the Olympics minister, and Gwyneth Paltrow, the actress, were 
said to be among the victims. But again no evidence was produced to show that they had been on 
anything but a wish list.

On Friday evening, News International issued a strong rebuttal. It described some of the most serious 
allegations as “irresponsible”, “unsubstantiated” and “false”.

Specifically, it denied that police had uncovered evidence of News of the World staff, or private 
investigators commissioned by them, hacking into thousands of phones. News of the World executives 
also deny sanctioning payments for illegal phone intercepts.

John Yates, the assistant commissioner of the Metropolitan police who reviewed the Goodman case 
files last week, had already announced that he had found nothing that warranted further investigations 
or charges.
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Andy Hayman, the former Met assistant commissioner, who led the original inquiry, said yesterday there 
was only evidence that a handful of phones had been tampered with and “we put our best detectives on 
the case and left no stone unturned”.

By now, however, a hue and cry was gathering pace across Westminster and the BBC. There were 
calls for Cameron to sack Coulson, for newspaper executives to be hauled before committees of MPs 
and for police investigations to be reopened.

For some politicians there was a delicious taste of schadenfreude after Fleet Street exposed their 
fiddling of parliamentary expenses. Now the biter was being bitten.

On Friday, Tom Watson, the former Labour minister, reflected the mood, bowling up to a journalist from 
a national newspaper and tugging at the reporter's House of Commons pass. “You won’t be needing 
this much longer,” he grinned.

First it was bankers, then MPs and maybe now it is the turn of the press. In a recession we all love 
someone to blame.

In the late 1990s, the rather dishevelled figure of Benjamin Pell, a former trainee lawyer, could often be 
spotted around London’s Chancery Lane, scooping up bags of rubbish from outside law firms. Inside 
was pay-dirt for national newspapers.

Pell, it later emerged, was one of the most successful story-getters of those years. He obtained papers 
relating to the libel case between Neil Hamilton, the former Tory MP, and the Harrods owner Mohamed 
al-Fayed; documents showing how Jonathan Aitken, the former Tory minister, had been involved in 
setting up arms deals in Saudi Arabia and even Sir Elton John’s enormous bill for flowers. Every story 
came out of the bins.

David Leigh, the investigations editor at The Guardian, is reported to have offered Pell -  known as 
“Benji the Binman” - £100 on one occasion and put him in touch with a freelance journalist who could 
help Pell find markets for future stories.

At the time none of the journalists, including some from The Sunday Times, appeared unduly concerned 
about Pell's bin raids.

“The real issue is: should journalists use information from unsavoury sources?” said Leigh in a letter to 
Press Gazette, the trade magazine, in April 2005, when details of Pell’s activities were exposed. “The 
answer is, ‘Yes, if it's true and in the public interest; no, if it's merely tittle-tattle acquired with a 
chequebook'.”

This justification was of scant help to Pell, who was subsequently convicted on five counts o f theft from 
bins.

It was not just rifling through rubbish that was landing the scoops, however. Many reporters would use 
private detectives, who could obtain a wealth of information on an individual, much of which would be 
considered confidential. While these private detectives were sometimes being used for legitimate 
investigations in the public interest, they were also used by the tabloids to trawl for stories on 
celebrities.

In 2006 Richard Thomas, then the information commissioner, published a report on the unlawful trade in 
private information. What Price Privacy?. It included a tariff for various categories of information. For 
example, obtaining an ex-directory telephone number cost £75, while a car number-plate check to 
match it to an address cost £150.

Six months later Thomas provided more details of one of his team's cases. Operation Motorman, which 
had targeted the private investigator Stephen Whittamore. In a raid on Whittamore's Hampshire home, 
details of 305 journalists who had used the investigator’s services between April 2001 and March 2003 
were found.

According to the report, more than 50 Daily Mail journalists had bought material from Whittamore on 
952 occasions. Other newspapers on the list included the Daily Mirror (681 transactions) the News of 
the World (228), The Observer (103) and The Sunday Times (4).

While Thomas suggested that the evidence bolstered his case that those convicted of trading unlawfully
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in personal information should be punished with a two-year jail term, his report was fundamentally 
flawed.

He did not identify which of the transactions might be considered unlawful and which newspapers had 
public interest defences or were requesting publicly available information, such as electoral roll checks. 
Thomas’s report ended as a damp squib and he later had to apologise to The Sunday Times for 
publishing misleading information about the paper.

There was more meat on the Goodman and Mulcaire case the following year. The pair admitted hacking 
into more than 600 messages on the mobile phones of royal family aides.

Mulcaire, who ran his company from Sutton, south London, also admitted intercepting voicemail 
messages intended for Max Clifford, the publicist; Sky Andrew, agent of Sol Campbell, the England 
footballer; Gordon Taylor, chairman of the Professional Footballers' Association; Simon Hughes, the 
Liberal Democrat MP; and Elle Macpherson, the model.

Coulson resigned as editor of the News of the World. His successor, Colin Myler, conducted an internal 
inquiry and subsequently told the Press Complaints Commission that Goodman had deceived News 
International to pay Mulcaire, had concealed the sourcing on royal stories, and that nobody else knew 
Goodman and Mulcaire were tapping phone messages for stories.

On Thursday, The Guardian contradicted News International's account of the affair but produced scant 
evidence for its claims.

The story was picked up with glee by the BBC, which led its bulletins with it. It provided a useful 
diversion from its own woes, since the BBC has faced sustained and heavy criticism from the press 
since it released the details of the lavish salaries and expenses paid to some of its senior executives. 
Those disclosures showed that 27 of the BBC’s top 50 executives were paid more than the prime 
minister.

Prescott, who believed he might have been a victim, exploded in a bluster on the BBC news. In a letter 
to Cameron, he wrote; “The claim that up to 3,000 people, including myself, had their mobile phones 
‘hacked’ on the instruction of the News of the World while being edited by your director of 
communications, Andy Coulson, must be thoroughly investigated."

Yet the suggestion that there might be thousands of crimes that had never been properly investigated 
was almost immediately dismissed by John Yates in his review of the Goodman files. Prescott’s phone 
had never in fact been hacked. Yates said that while there may have been hundreds of potential 
targets, only a small number had had their phone messages compromised. All those people had been 
contacted.

A senior source with good knowledge of the case said that police had categorised those targeted by 
Mulcaire into three lists. On the first list, which was fewer than 20 people, were those whose phones 
had been illegally hacked. This list is thought to include Boris Johnson, now the London mayor, a senior 
executive at the BBC, and the individuals named in the Goodman court case.

On a second list were 40-50 people. Mulcaire had obtained the mobile numbers of these individuals, but 
there was no evidence their phones had been unlawfully tapped. Jowell and Sir Ian Blair, the former 
Met commissioner, are believed to have been on this list.

On the final list were about 400-500 people who were possible targets, but Mulcaire had not even 
obtained their phone numbers. This list, referred to as the “C” list, is believed to have included Prescott.

This account was backed up by Andy Hayman yesterday; he said the inquiry he headed had uncovered 
“several hundred names” that had been targeted by Mulcaire. “Of these, there was a small number - 
perhaps a handful - where there was evidence that the phones had actually been tampered with,” he 
said.

The source of the confusion about the story may lie in a case that Taylor launched after Goodman was 
convicted to seek damages for breaches of the Data Protection Act.

News International initially resisted the claim, so Taylor’s lawyers subpoenaed two collections of files - 
one relating to the police case against Goodman and Mulcaire; the second relating to journalists in the 
What Price Privacy? report.
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Taylor’s claim was settled when new evidence emerged out of the police files that another News of the 
World reporter knew how Mulcaire was obtaining some of his information. That reporter has since left 
the paper and there is no evidence he committed any offence.

News International executives are not aware of any other evidence in the police files that show any 
other News of the World journalist was involved in commissioning Mulcaire to hack phones.

So it appears The Guardian may have conflated the Goodman case files with the alleged 
misdemeanours from the information commissioner’s files, which detailed a huge number of contacts of 
journalists with private investigators, even if it did not outline any specific offences. Did a tip about 500 
names on the Met files become thousands by some extrapolation based on the information 
commissioner’s report? The Guardian has still not provided any documentary evidence for its 
allegations.

While News of the World executives are angry about what they consider unfair reporting, the 
disclosures have touched a nerve with the public. As MPs have discovered with their expenses, the 
defence that activities were within the law or common practice is not always regarded as satisfactory.

Newspapers will have to mount a robust defence if the current system of self-regulation is not overtaken 
by a privacy law. Those committed to serious investigations will argue that they always act in the public 
interest when using subterfuge.

Recent cases include the exposure of MPs’ expenses - which technically breached their right to have 
their data protected - and The Sunday Times’s exposure of peers accepting cash-fbr-amendments in 
which reporters posed as businessmen to gain proof of wrongdoing.

Standing more directly in the firing line is Coulson, even if no proof emerges of further phone hacking by 
reporters under his editorship. Labour MPs - and some Tories - have a whiff of blood in their nostrils.

When the scandal first broke Cameron’s spokesman declared that the Tory leader was “relaxed" about 
the position of Coulson. But on Thursday an operation was put in place to build a wall around 
Cameron’s communications chief. “In any political scandal the first 24 hours normally determines 
whether someone survives or has to be thrown to the wolves,” said a party insider.

The disaffected right wing of the party is restless. There is a feeling that there is one rule for MPs 
accused o f expenses fiddling whom Cameron regards as “expendable” and another rule for members of 
the inner circle. “David Cameron talks about giving Coulson a ‘second chance’,” said one MP. “Where 
were the second chances for people like Peter Viggers [the MP who tried to claim for the duck island]?”

Labour are, meanwhile, determined to enjoy the Tory discomfort.

“Initially I was disappointed that the police decided not to investigate,” said a special adviser to a cabinet 
minister. “But then I slept on it and thought that if the police had gone in, Coulson would have been out 
within 24 hours. Now we can drag this out for months. Each day the Tories will be damaged just a little 
more.”

Additional reporting: Jonathan Oliver

How to hack mobile phones and what the law says

Hacking into a mobile phone does not necessarily require any advanced technical knowledge.

Those who do it rely on the fact that many phone users do not bother to change the default pin codes 
that allow remote access to their voicemail message boxes.

Alternatively, if they do alter the four-digit number they often use a number associated with a femily 
member’s birthdate or an anniversary.

Armed with the pin code the hacker then dials the target phone at a time when it is off, or engaged, in 
order to be diverted to the message box. If the pin number matches, he has access to any new or saved 
messages.

Listening in on mobile phone messages in this way is an offence under the Regulation of Investigatory 
Powers Act 2000, legislation which was brought in to give various government agencies the power to 
carry out surveillance.
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Intercepting telephone communications legally requires the consent of a member of the cabinet. 
Transgressors face up to two years in jail.

However, since the act stipulates that the offence occurs if a communication is intercepted “in the 
course of its transmission”, hacking into someone’s old messages may not constitute a crime.

Listening into a mobile phone user’s conversations while they take place is a far more complicated 
undertaking. It would usually necessitate either the cooperation of someone working for the relevant 
phone company or the placing of some kind of bug in the target’s handset.

Confidential details such as phone records, bank details and medical records are obtained by private 
investigators who con their way into the confidence of the data keepers. This is an offence under the 
Data Protection Act and punishable by a fine of up to £5,000. However, significantly, such activities may 
be permissible in serious investigations if there is a public interest defence.

Contact our advertising team for advertising and sponsorship in Times Online, The Times and The Sunday Times, or place 
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CULTURE MEDIA AND SPORT COMMITTEE
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 7 MILLBANK, LONDON SW1P 3JA 

Tel 020 7219 5739 Fax 020 7219 2031 
E-mail; recardoj@parliament.uk

BY EMAIL

Tim Toulmin, Director, Press Complaints Commission 

Sent to: tim .toulm in@ pcc.org.uk

■0

V IS IT O R  O N C O M M IT T E E  BUSINESS -  PLEASE ASSIST W IT H  FAST 
T R A C K  ACCESS ON TU ESD AY 14 J U L Y  2009

O ra l Evidence: Press standards, p riva cy  and lib e l
13 July 2009

I am writing on behalf of the Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee to confirm 
that you are invited to give oral evidence in public on the morning of Tuesday 14 July 
at 10.45 a.m in connection with the Conunittee's inquiry into P re ss  stan dards, p r iv a c y  
a n d  lib e l. Thank you for your willingness to attend.

The session will take place in Committee Room 8, in the Palace of Westminster. 
Please note that the meeting will be transmitted live via the Internet, and may also be 
recorded for future use by broadcasters.

Please come to the Cromwell Cjreen Entrance, which is the main visitor entrance for 
the Palace of Westminster. This is opposite Westminster Abbey and visitors will be 
directed down a ramp where you will be shown dirough airport style security checks 
and directed to the appropriate Committee Room. Please bring this letter/email with 
you and show it to the security staff and Visitor Assistants. There will be priority 
access for those with appointments relating to the business of either House (such as 
select committees).

Committee staff will meet you outside the meeting room. Please note that at busy 
times it can take up to twenty minutes to pass th rou^ the security check. For maps of 
the Estate and details of how to get to Westminster, please go to this page of the 
parliamentary website: http://www.parliament.uk/visiting/maps.cfin

Two panels will be given evidence as follows:

10.45 a.m. Tim Toulmin, Director, Press Complaints Commission

11.30 a.m. Paul Johnson, Deputy Editor, Guardian News & Media, and
Nick Davies, The Guardian

Further guidance can be foimd in on Parliament’s website: 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentarv committees/witness.cfin
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Committee staff have been authorised by the Committee to give witnesses an 
informal, oral, indication of some likely areas of questioning. We will do this in 
advance of the meeting.

Oral evidence and written evidence already received as part of this inquiry are 
available on the Committee website:
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentarv committees/culture media and sport.cfin

You should also be aware that we have issued a press notice listing the witnesses for 
the session.

A transcript of the session will be taken. An uncorrected version of this will be put 
on the Committee's website early the following week. A copy will be sent to you. 
This provides an opportunity for you to suggest any corrections of inaccuracies in the 
recording of your words and also serves as a reminder in case, during the course of 
the meeting, you promised to send the Committee any further written papers. 
Corrected transcripts should be returned within five working days. If corrections are 
not received by this date or you do not have any corrections to make, the evidence 
will be published in its original form. Further information on this process will be sent 
out with the transcript.

If you would like any further information about the meeting or you have any special 
requirements, then please do not hesitate to contact me on 020 7219 5739. If you wish 
to claim for any expenses you should discuss these with the committee secretariat in 
advance of your appearance before a committee. The secretariat will provide you with 
a claim form and agree which expenses will be covered by the committee.

If you need to contact me on the actual meeting day - my mobile number is 07775 
506346. It would be helpful if you could let me know that you have received this 
email.

J  R e c a rd o

Jackie Recardo 
Senior Committee Assistant

V IS IT O R  O N C O M M IT T E E  BUSINESS -  PLE A S E  ASSIST W IT H  FAST 
T R A C K  ACCESS O N TU E S D A Y  14 J U L Y  2009
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1. ALLEGATIO NS OF PHONE TAPPING
A) GUARDIAN COVERAGE

H o m e  O f f ic e  s e e k s  
p o lic e  b r ie f in g  o n  
p h o n e  h a c ld n g
Met chief asked to clarify 
refusal to reopen inquiry

Commons committee to 
call in Murdoch executives
Nicholas Watt
Chief political correspondent

The Home office is pressing Scotland Yard 
for a comprehensive briefing on what 

M jk  it knows about the News of the World
j phone-hacking allegations, as well as files

'{ ' )  on any other cases where journalists have
^  been suspected of breaking data protec­

tion laws.
The department's most seniorcivilserv- 

ant. Sir David Nornungton, has written to 
the Met’s assistant commissioner John 
Yates, asking for clarification on a number 
of points not dealt with when he ruled out 
reopening the police investigation.

It is understood the Home Office is keen 
to know what is in the Yard’s files on cases 
other than that involving the News of the 
World’s former royal reporter, Clive Good­
man, who was jailed for four months in 
January 2007 for hacldng into the voice­
mail messages of Prince Charles’s staff.

Alan Joh^n, the home secretary, and 
Nonuiî on are expected tobe questioned 
about the allegations when they appear 
before the Commons home alfeirs select 
committee on Tuesday during a general 
session on the work of the Home Office.

Senior executives within Murdoch’s 
empire, including Rebekah Wade, are 
also likely to be called, as well as Andy 
Coulson, the ex-News of the World editor

who is currently the Tory party’s director 
ofcommunications.

Two other key figures at the heart of 
Rupert Murdoch's media empire will also 
be questioned as part of the Commons 
investigation into the hacking of phones 
on behSf of the News of the World.

Les Hinton, the chief executive of Dow 
Jones, and Stuart Kuttner, the outgoing 
managing editor oftheNewsofthe World, 
are to be challenged about News Interna­
tional’s relations with private investiga­
tors who hack into phones.

IBnton is to be asked whether he misled 
the Commons culttue select committee 
when he gave acategorical assurance that 
Goodman wastheonlypersononthe paper 
guiltyofsuch conduct. Kuttner, who in an 
uncormected move resigned la^ week, is 
to be asked a b o u t b is  ro le  in approving 
payments to private investigators who, it

turned out, had hacted into phones.
A letter from News Irrtemational to 

the Commons committee two years ago 
made clear that Kuttner was ultimat^ 
responsible for such payments. News 
International have always maintained 
that these were legitimate payments.

The culture select committee has 
decided to extend its investigation 
into press standards after the Guardian
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reported th is  w eek tiia t News In tern a­
tional has pai d out over £ im  to settle legal 
cases w here phones were hacked into.

The cases w ere brought aft er Goodman 
was jailed  in January 2007 for hacking into 
the phones o f three royal staff. Glen M ul- 
o ire , a private investigator who worked 
fo r Murdoch’s News Group, was also jailed  
after hacking into liv e  phones.

P h ilp  Davies, a Conservative member 
ofthe o iltu re  com m ittee, said: “You could 
understand the argument that Clive Good­
m an was doing th is s tu ff and we didn’t 
know about w hat was going on. The stu ff 
in  the Guardian raises doubts about that. 
Rather than him .being a rogue it  suggests 
this was systematic and culturaL The idea 
that th e chap was a one-off is harder to  
swallow.”

M em bers o f the com m ittee w ant to 
challenge H inton, the form er News In ter­
n a tio n a l chairm an, over evidence he 
gave to  them  in  2007 when he said he was 
“absolutely convinced” Goodman wasthe 
only person who knew  about the phone 
hacking at the paper.

Paul Farrefly, a Labour m em ber o f the 
com m ittee, said: “We have decided to  
in v ite  Les H inton back because there is 
a feeling th at parlam ent m ay have been 
m isled by News International’s evidence 
in  our last inquiry. We w ant to give M m  a 
chance to address th at issue.”

The com m ittee also believes that Kutt- 
ner is a key figure. A  letter from  News Inter­
national to  th e com m ittee in  June 2007, 
w hidi-outlined an e ig b t-^ in t “protocol” 
fijr approving cash payments to “confiden­
tia l sources”, said Knttner had responsibil­
ity  for approving all such payments.

The letter says: “A  memo detailing the 
reason for making the payment to a Con­
fidential Source has to be provided to the 
Managing Editor’s office. Every cash pay­
m ent request must be signed o ff by the 
relevant Departm ent head.” The protocol 
was amended after Goodman, though the 
procedures authorising contracts w ith  
confidential sources remained the same.

The focus on K uttner may re ie ve  some 
o f th e pressure on Andy Coulson, the  
Tories’ director o f comm unications, who 
rraigned as editor o fthe News o f the World 
afte r th e ja ilin g  o f Goodman. Coulson, 
w ho is to  be summoned, before the select 
CO m m ittee at a later date, insists he has no 
imowledge that phones were hacked.

Some Tories have argued that Coulson 
ran adassic Fleet Street operation in  which 
he, as editor, did not ask too m any ques­

tions about the provenance o f stories.

The News In tern atio n al le tte r says 
paym ents to  private investigators were 
approved by departm ent heads and the 
managing editor - w ith  no m ention o f the 
editor. The decision to  call Coiibon may 
raise questions about S ir Christopher 
Meyer, the form er chainnan o fth e  Press 
Complaints Commissipn. who conducted 
an inquirym tothephonehacM ngwithout 
sum m oninghim . M eyertold thecom m it- 
tee in M arch his investigation had been 
conducted “very deeply and very foren- 
sically” . Asked w hether he had made a 
m istake in oot calling Coulson, M eyer 
said: “It  w ould be pointless at that precise 
moment, even if  we had the authority, to 
call an ex-editor.”

P o ly  Toynbee, page 29 »  
Leader comment, page 30 »

. '■ A l l l i i e a t F o x

■A transcript from New s ■
Corp GEO:Rapert:MuT- 
doch's m te m e w w ith  
Fox Busmess’s Stuart 
Varney, which aired 
yesterday: ,
¥ a in ^ ; The story that  ̂ _
is really buzzing all around , ‘ ’
the cotintry and certainly here in  New  
York, is that th e News o f th e W orid, a  
New's Corporation newspaper in B rit­
ain , lised . _ ‘
Bterdocli. I  m  not talking about that 
issue at all today, Tm sony.
¥atm ef. OK No wornes, M r Chauman. 
That's fine w ilx im e .

W o x

' ' 'N E W S

^  a  n  n  M' a

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA [newspapers], CLA [magazines] or other copyright owner. No further copying [including 
printing of digital cuttlngsl digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner. 2 1 1

B8715-2
127105716 - ADAKAF - 25446892

Peck Page 42 of 55 Article Page 2 of 4

MODI 00046449



For Distribution to CPs

Source;
Edition:
Country;
Date:
Page:
Area;

G u a r d i a n ,  T h e  ( M a in )

UK
Saturday 11, July 2009 
B,9
1112 sq. cm 

Circulation: ABC 335615 Daily 
BRAD info: page rate £11,400.00, see rate £42.00 
Phone: 020 3353 2000
Keyword:

> d u r r a n t s

P r e s s  C o m p l a i n t s  C o m m i s s i o n

( )

C o m m o n s  in q u ir y  
s t r ik e s  c lo s e  t o  h e a r t  
o f  M u r d o c h  e m p ir e
In te re s t fo c u s e s  o n  N o W  
a n d  D o w  J o n e s  c h ie fs

C u ltu re  c o m m itte e  to  
w id e n  in ¥ e s tig a tio n

M icholas W a tt
C M e f p o H tic a l c o rre s p o iid e iit

Two fe y  figures at the heart o f Rupert M ur­
doch's m edia em pire axe to  be the m ain  
focus o f a House o f Commons investiga- 
tion.into the hacking o f phones on behalf 
o f the News o f the W orld.

Les H inton, the ch ief exeoitiye o f Dow  
Jones, and Stuart Kuttner, the outgoing 
managing editor o f the News o f the Wo rid, 
are to be challenged about News Interna- 
tionabs relations w ith  private investiga­
tors who hack into phones.

HintoD is to be asked whether he misled 
the Commons cu lture select com m ittee 
when he ̂ v e  a categorical assurance that 
CKve Goodman, the News o f the W orld’s 
fo m er royal correspondent who was Jailed 
for phone hacking, wastheonlypersonon  
the paper guilty o fsu d i conduct. Kuttner, 
who annoiuiced his resignation on the eve 
o f the Guardian’s disclosures this week, 
is to  be asked about Ms role in approving 
painments to private investigatois who, it 
turned out, had hacked into phones.

A le tte r from  News In tern atio n al to 
the Commons com m ittee tw o years ago 
made clear that K uttner was u ltim ately  
responsible for such payments.

The cu ltu re  select com m ittee has

decided to  extend  its  in vestig atio n  
into  press standards after the Guardian 
reported this week that Murdoch’s News 
International has paid out more than £lm  
to  settle legal cases w here phones were 
hacked into.

The cases were brought after Goodman 
was jailed in  January 2007 for hacking into 
thephones o f three royal staff. Glenn M iil- 
caire, a private investigator who worked 
for Murdoch’s News Group, wasalso jailed  
after hacking into five phones.

M em bers o f the com m ittee w ant to  
challenge H inton, th e form er News In ter­
national chaiim an, over evidence he gave 
to them  in 2007 when he said he was “abso­
lu te ly  convinced” Goodman was the only 
person who knew about the phone hack- 
ingat the paper. H inton, who is now based 
in  New  York, has been invited  to appear 
before the com m ittee on Tuesday.

Paul Faxrelly, a Labour member o f the  
com in ittee, said: “W e have decided to 
in v ite  Les H in ton  back because there is 
a fee in g  th at parliam ent m ay have been 
misled by News International’s evidence 
in our last inquiry. We want to give him  a 
chance to  address that issue.”

The com m ittee also beBeves that Kutt- 
ner is a key figure. A letter from  News later- 
national to the com m ittee in  June 2007, 
which outlined an eight-point procedure 
for approving contracts w ith  private inves-
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tigators, said K uttner appio¥ed all such 
payments. Thelettersays: “Amemo detail­
ing the reason for m aking the payment to 
a Confidential Source has to  be provided 
to  the Managing Editor's office. Every cash 
payment request must be signed ofFby the 
relevant Departm ent head,”

P M ip  Davies, a Conservative member 
o f the cu lture com m ittee, said: “Stuart 
K uttner has resigned. As someone who 
does not believe in coincidences it b  fax- 
fetched to say his resignation had nothing 
to  do w ith  it  [the Guardian revelations], 

“You could understand th e  argument 
that Clive Goodman was doing this stuff 
andwe didn’t  knowabout-What was going 
on. The stu ff in the Guardian' raises doubts 
about that. Ratherthanhim beingarogue  
it  suggests this was system atic and cul­
tural. The idea that the chap was a one-off 
is harder to  swallow.”

The focus on K attner m ay relieve some 
o f the pressure on Andy Coulson, the  
Tories’ director o f communical-ions, who 
resigned as editor o f the News o f the World 
afte r th e ja ilin g  o f Goodman, Conlson, 
who is to  be summoned before the select 
com m ittee at a later date, insists he has no 
knowledge that phones w ere hacked.

Some Tories have argued that Coulson 
ran a classic Fleet Street operation in which 
he, as editor, did not ask too many ques­
tions about the provenance o f stories. The 
News International memo says pajrments 
to  private investigat ors were approved by 
departm ent heads and the managing edi­
to r -  w ith  no m ention o f the editor.

0 M aik  Stephens: T ie  Mews o f the 
W orld BOW potem tially faces a 
long lis t o f lawsuits
guardian.co.Bk/cotmnentisfree

M i l l i e  a t  F o x

A transcript fo m  News '
Corp CEO R u p A  M ur 
doclTs in tervtew w ith  
Fox Busin&s's Stuari;
Vamey, which aired , 
yesterclay:
¥ a n ie f: The s to iy  that _
IS really huzzmg a ll around '
th e  country and certainly here in  New  
York, IS m at th e  News o f the W orld, a 
News Corporation newspaper in B rit- 
ain.^usea , .
M a rv e ll; I’m  not talking about that 
issue at afi today I  m  sorry.
V am ef; OK. Wo w om es. M r Chairman. 
-That's fine w ith  m e.

/ / f o x

The decision to call Coulson m ay raise 
questions about Sir Christopher M eyer, 
the form er chairm an o f the Eiess CODl- 
phin ts Commission, -who conducted an 
inquiry into the phone hacking w ithout 
summoning him . M eyer told the com m it­
tee in M arch that his investigation had 
been conducted “very deeply and very  
forensicaEy” . Asked whether he had made 
a m istake in not calHng Coulson, M eyer 
said: ‘I t  would be pointless at that precise 
moment, even if  we had the authority, to  
c a l an ex-editor.”

Some com m ittee m em bers believe  
Coulson’s resignation meant he avoided 
questioning. They want to m a le  sure this 
does not happen w ith  Kuttner.

Polly Top ibee, page 29 »
Leader com ineat, page 30 »

Comment is free
les  IB nton is to g ive w id e iK e  to  MPs
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T h e f e a c t io n

N e w s  In te rn a tio n a l a tta c k s  h a c k in g  
c la im s  as 's e le c tiv e  a n d  m is le a d in g '

S tep h en  Broofc

News In tern atio n al last night strongly 
denied the Guardian^ story about w ide­
spread phone hacking at the News o f the 
W orld.

It  attacked th e  Guardian for being  
“selective and m isleading” in  its cover­
age. It  also criticised reporting by other 
news outlets including IT N  and th e BBC 
and Sky News^ w hich is part owned by 
News InternationaFs parent com pany 
News Corporation.

Inaw idenngingstatem ent. News Inter­
national denied that poEce had evidence 
o f widespread hacking into voicemails o f 
celebrities and poMticians, including John 
Prescott, or that News o f the W orld execu­
tives knowingly sanctioned payment for 
ilegalphone intercepts.

News International said it  could state 
“w ith  confidence” th a t th ere was no 
phone hacfcmgat the paper apart from  the 
incidents that led to the jailing o f private 
investigator Glean M ulcaire and its royal 
reporter Clive Goodman, and the accessing 
o f voicemails that led to litigation involv­
ing Gordon Taylor, the chief executive o f 
the Profosional Footballers' Association.

This is the first tim e News International 
has public ly acknowledged the Taylor 
litig ation . The Guardian reported earlier 
th is week tiia t the Murdoch company paid 
more than Elm  in  costs and damages to  
settle th e case w ith  Taylor and tw o other 
associated cases.

News In ternational said “w ith  confi­
dence” there was no other evidence to  
support allegations that any other News 
o f the W orld journalists had accessed the 
voicemails o f any individual, or instructed 
others to do so.

“It  goes w ith o ut saying that had the  
polce uncovered such evidence, charges 
w ould have been brought against other 
News o f the W orld pemorm el. Not only 
have there been no such charges, but the 
police have not considered it necessary 
to  arrest or question any other member

o f News o fthe World staff.”
In  response, Guardian News & M edia 

said: “We are pleased that News Interna­
tio n a l has, for the first tim e, confirm ed 
its out-o f-co iiit settlem ent w ith  Gordon 
Taylor over the fllegai interception o f his 
phone messages.

“We note that the company claims to

have known about theTaylor phone hack­
ing since A pril 2008. It  is surprising that 
-  having assured parliam ent, the Press

S-taait E uttner has no connection w hat­
soever w ith  the events referred to above. 
The Guardian was inform ed o f th is posi­
tion from  the outset and chose to  misfead 
the British p tib lc .”

3 ia t]a3edroyalrepo rter Clive Goodman 
was an “aberration” and a one-off, the  
company chose to conceal this discovery, 
w hich involved other joumaJists, rather 
than put the record straight.”

News International invited the Guard­
ian to supply the M etropolitan poEce w ith  
any new evidence.

GNM said in  reply that News In te r­
nation al should release m ateria l they  
requested be sealed in the Taylor case and 
the tw o associated legal actions. It  called 
upon News International to askScotland 
Yard to release all the dooim ents and evi­
dence obtained during and after the inves­
tigation into Goodman and Mulcaire.

The Guardian also said News Interna­
tion al should make available for public

questioning its form er ch ief executive, 
Les Hinton. News International said that 
w hen H inton gave evidence to  the House 
o f Commons select com m ittee in  March 
2007, he had no knowledge o f th e ev i­
dence that emerged during the Gordon 
Taylor Btigation in April 2008.

It  added; “Since February 2007, News 
International has continued to w ork w ith  
its journalists and its industry partners to 
ensure that its journalists fo lly  com ply 
w ith  both the relevant legislation and the 
rigorous requirements o f the PCC's Code 
o f Conduct.”

Finally, w e would like to  make it clear 
that despite the Guardian suggesting oth­
erwise, the departure o f managing editor
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T h e  la w

P a y o u t s ,  p r i v a c y  a n d  le g a l  o b s t a c le s  t o  a n  i n q u i r y

Could the £700 ,000 paym eBt to  Gordon 
Taylor by Mews In tern ation al set new  
levels for breach o f privacy claims? 
ITnlikely. The £400,000 damages 
involved dwarfe the £60,000 paid by 
the News o f the World to M ax M osley 
for film ing the m otor-racing boss w ith  
prostitutes. But the paym ent is not 
really about compensating Taylor fo r the 
breach o f privacy but the price o f buying 
his silence about the case. Payments for 
gagging clauses in some recent em ploy­
m ent cases have topped the fu n  m ark. 
The other £300,000 paid to Taylor was 
to  cover Ms legal costs.

Can l ie  files a t th e M gh court regarding  
th is case be unsealed?
Yes, but it w ould be highly unusual. 
News Group persuaded the court to 
seal the file  in Taylor's case to pre­
vent all public access even though 
it m ay contain prim a facie evidence 
o f crim inal activity. Lawyers say 
there is a c iv il process which  
allows documents from  
court records to be sup­
plied to someone who is 
not party to  the case.
However, this only 
applies to the state­
m ent o f case - known 
as the p lead ing  - and; 
not to any docu­
ments filed w ith  
or attached to the 
pleadings. The rules 
do allow  someone 
not connected to 
the case to obtain 
a copy o f any other 
document filed by ; 
those involved but 
only if  the court gives 
its permission.

Can the Commons m edia select com­
m ittee com pel ScollaBd Yard to  release 
files on the Goodman case?
No. The MPs do have the power to 
“snirunon people and. papers" but that 
does not extend to requiring the police 
to reveal details o f their inquiries in 
that way. MPs did cross-examine senior 
police officers on their inqu iry into Dam­
ian Green, the Conservative im m igra­
tion  spokesman, but that involved a MP 
and questions over w hether parliam en­
tary privilege had been breached. How­
ever individuals who beHeve they were 
targeted by the News o f the W orld could 
make data access requests to Scotland 
Yard.

■ Could t ie  com m ittee ask to  see_'tlie 
I  private investigator em plofed  l y  
I  the Mews o f the W orld, G len M id- 
f  caire, and th e  paper’s form er royal 
“ eporter. G iv e  Goodman? j

Ihey could, but i f  they are asked 
' ' mspected serious j

rngdoing a conflict 
may arise between] 
th e pubfic interest 

and their ind i­
vidual privilege 
not to incrim inate 
themselves. This 
problem  arose | 
w hen the M ax^efl 
brothers, Kevin 
and Ian , refused 
first to  attend and 
then to answer! 
key questions on 
the M axw efl pen­

sion fund scand^ 
before the Comn|ons 

social se a irity  select 
com m ittee in the early 
990s. 1

Could the Press Com plaiiits CMUBIS- 
sioin ask fo r files from  Scotland Yard or 
from  the inform ation comniissioiier? 
The PGG is an independent self-regula­
tory body and has no statutory powers 
to  demand that ffles be handed over.

Is  it  against the law  to get hold o f coafi- 
d eatia l personal details b f  deception? 
Yes. Section 55 o f the Data Protection 
Act 1998 makes it a crim inal offence to 
obtain, disclose or procure the disclo­
sure o f personal inform ation knowingly 
or recklessly, w ithout the consent o f the 
organisation holding the inform aiion.
It  carries an unKmited fine and there 
is public interest exemption to  protect 
serious journalism . This offence covers 
most forms o f “bbgging”  under which 
private detectives or journalists raid 
data banks in search o f inform ation  
about w ell-know n people’s private lives.

W lia t about tlie  liacM ug into m obile 
phone voicem ails tlia t is at the centre o f 
tM s w eek’s alegatio iis? ■
Intercepting voicemail messages is 
ile g a l under the le ^ la tio n  o f Investi­
gatory Powers Act 2000. Goodman and 
M ulcaire were Jafled under this law. 
There is no public interest defence.

S« w %  hasn’t  the Data Protectioa Act 
pmt a stop to  this?
In  the fim t six years o f operation from  
March 2000, the inform ation commis­
sioner received some 1,000 breach o f 
privacy complaints but they only led 
to  22 convictions w ith  low level fines 
imposed. The government has since 
changed the law to bring in prison 
sentences o f up to  tw o years. But after 
lobbying by News International and the 
D aily M ail m inisters agreed not to bring 
it  into force.
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PC C  d id  a c t o v e r p h o n e -ta p p in g
In  the coverage about the phone message 
tapping allegations, the significant action 
the pen has already taken to elim inate 
this deplorable practice seems to  have 
been overlooked. The 2007 convictions 
o f CHve Goodman, and Glenn M uicaire 
sparked a wave o f activity to help raise 
standards and repair public confidence 
in  investigative joumalism . Our inquiry 
across the whole o f the Britisb press 
resulted in  six recommendations to 
newspaper managements to help ensure 
there would be no repetition. The press 
code o f practice was changed in  August 
2007 to make It more difficult to justify  
“accessing digitafly held infonm tion  
w ithout consent” , and fiirther guidance 
was published in the editors' codebook.

We conducted seven tw o-hour tra in ­
ing semioais at the News o f th e  W orld, 
at which attendance was m andatory for 
a ll th eir staff, and two seminars io  Lon­
don and Glasgow w ith  the Inform ation  
Commissioner's Office for other national 
newspaper joum alists, to train  them  in  
the correct use o f undercover n ew s^ th - 
ering m ethods. Additionally, th e  indus­
try  as a whole -  also in conjunction w ith  
the inform ation commissioner -  issued 
practical guidance to joumaHsts on the  
appfication o f the Data Protection Act.

This reconi o f activity shows that the 
PCC took the matter extremely seriously, 
and was determined to ensure that bad 
practice would not be repeated. We pub­
licised our activity at every stage so there 
was absolute transparency - and did not 
act, in Simon Jenidiis's random criticism  
(Comment, 10 M y ), “behind the scenes”.

Your revelations are extrem ely con­
cerning about the situation as it was 
before a ll this action was taken. Clearly 
there are separate roles for the police and 
for non-staftitory bodies like the 
wMch have a specific and more lim ited

rem it. But if  there are any complaints that 
phone messages have been tapped since 
2007 we w ill deal w ith  them  immediately. 
We are also urgently looking at w h^h er 
the pen was deliberately mfeled at any

point during its inquiries two years ago. 
timtoabmm.
Director, Ptpsk Complaxnts Commission

the chihuahua o F r ti^ S S a  regulatory 
w orld, is back on the case (Watchdog to  
exam ine if  News o f W orld executives 
to ld  the tru th , 10 July). The News o f the 
W orld should be afraid, very afraid. 
CeoUxey R ider 
Ripon, North Yorkshire

•  Nick Davies (Report, 9 M y ) has high­
lighted the need for poMce investigations 
to be handed to  complaints organisations 
so disciplinary sanctions can be consid­
ered. A fter the Crown Prosecution Serv­
ice decided it had insufficient evidence to

prosecute, the ffles should have been sent 
to the E lfisa  Complaints Commission. The 
law should b ecta ig e3so  police files can 
be disclosed to any member o f the Brit­
ish and Irish Ombudsman Association, hi 
this instance, don't blame the E X . 
B icliard  O ffer 
Croydon, Surrey

«  “Scandal m et w ith  silence” says the  
headline on your leader (10 July). Not 
quite. Jeremy H unt, shadow m inister for 
culture, m edia and sport, was eloquent, 
on, BBC’s Question T im e, in his defence 
o f Andy Coulson and his adm iration for 
the News o f th e W orld. Take this w ith  
David Cameron’s eager recruitm ent o f 
M r Colilson and now his robust defence 
o f M m  and we begin to  see what type o f 
government we can expect i f  the Con­
servatives w in  the next election. 
B ilE « ln io iid  
Edinburgh

»  John Yates must be David Cameron’s 
favourite policeman. Yates spent two 
years and m illions o f pounds o f taxpay­
ers’ money in a fruitless attem pt to  
prove o im in a l activity in  the “Cash for 
honours” fiasco. Yet when aflegations 
emerge about one o f the Tory leader’s 
inner circle, M r Yates dismisses the
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option o f a further crim inal inyestigation 
in  less than 24 hours (Report, 10 M y ).
Dr G era rf Jones 
Fleets Hampshire

*  In  the light o f tiie  Guardian's revela- 
•tioDS, the original prosecutions seem to 
have been a token gesture. One could be 
forgiven fbr speculating about what inffar- 
mation the N ew sof the World holds on 
senior fig jies  at the MetropoBtan pofice. 
RayTwigg  
Matlock, Derbyshire
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Commeitt is f x e e ... 
Hacking scandal
Peter Burden
It looks unlikely that 
Coulson wiU ding on
There has been an orgy o f speculation 
over the involvement o f the former 
News o f the World editor Andy Coul­
son -  David Cameron’s chief spiimer 
-  a ltho u ^  it is clear to most that no 
tangible trail w ill ever emerge about his 
knowledge of what was going on.

The private investigator Glenn Mul- 
caire was paid a weekly retainer o f £500 
in cash for seeking royal stories ftom  
the Clarence House voicemails. That the 
then managing editor, Stuart iCuttner, 
signed a chit for that cash every week 
for Goodman (the News o f the World 
royal editor jailed for four months in 
2007), without ever asking what it was 
for, seems at best unlikely, at worst 
utterly unbelievable -  as does Coulson’s 
ignorance of what was goii^ on.

After the event, the culture, media 
and sport committee held an inquiry 
into the aiiair, but it didn’t invite Coul­
son - because, it said, he was no longer 
in charge, having alrrady resigned. The 
most obvious, if  cynical, sqplanation 
for this could simply be fear o f Murdoch 
and fear o f reprisal from Newre Intem a- 
tional’s powerful stable o f titles, which 
makes up nearly 40% of the British 
national newspaper market.

Now the committee chairman, John 
, Whittingdale, has announced th ^  he 
w ill reopen the inquiry, and Coulson is 
very likely to be called this tim e -  at last 
a show of teeth, to make up for the soft 
wet gums of the Press Complaints Com­
mission. It  seems unlikely tiiat Coulson 
w ill ever be chalged in  connection w ith  
the illegal phone-hacking carried out 
by his staff, but it's unlikely too that he 
can stay in Cameron’s office, or, as some 
were p red ic tii^  return to Wapping in  
triumph to edit the Sun.

Peter Burden is the author of News of the 
World? Fake Sheikhs and Royed Trap­
pings. Read the fu ll blogs and Join the 
debate atguordicm.co.idc/conmientisjree
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ardian
Press freedom

W hen the spotlight is the story
The newspaper world is not so very different 
&om other professions or bodies. We are bad 
at seeing ourselves as others see us. We have 
a tendency to close ranks when attacked or 
intenogated too intently. We passionately 
believe in the efficacy of self-regulation. We 
reject external interventions and regulation. 
One way or another, we quite like the status 
quo. So when - as this week - someone arrives 
bearing bad news about that status quo it is 
entirely predictable that many would prefer to 
ignore it; and that the motives of themessenger 
are questioned.

Somejoumallsts-perhapsmorethanafew- 
disapproveofacontiiniedlî tbeingshoneon 
the actions c£colleagues who systematically, 
and for many years, intruded <mi the privacy of 
others. Sudr coverage, they warn, will lead to
stricter regulation or someformof privacy law. 
The argument is und̂ tandable, but perverse. 
The threat to press freedoms in this country 
comes not from the exposure of rogue behav­
iour. tt comes from the rogue behaviour.

Try this scenario: a prominent private com­
pany or public agency - say, the police, or secu­
rity services - has paid a seven-figure sum to 
hush up evidence of its own criminal activities, 
fr hasfurthermorepersuaded a judge to seal the 
court papers so that the deal will never see the

light of day. Is there an editor in Britain who 
would iK)t seizeonthat story and pursue itwith 
a righteous vengeance? Of course not. How, as 
an industry, could we command any public 
respect if we suppressed such a story when it 
related to our own trade?

To be clear: this nevrepaper believes in effec­
tive self-regulation. R does not want a privacy 
law.ltdoesnotwantfurtherrestrictionsonour 
freedom toreportonmattersofpublic concern, 
tt does recĉ nise that there are occasions when 
the public interest pushes editors to commit 
acts which ate deeply questionable, if not ille­
gal. (The recent receipt of, payment for and 
publication of presumably stolen informatimi 
relating to MBs' expensesby the Telegraph was 
such a case.) tt believes our libel laws chill free- 
domof expression. It would like a more worka­
ble and open freedom of information regime, tt 
further recognises that all these freedoms are, 
to some extent, dependent on each other. The 
libel laws will never be relaxed imless the press 
can offer some reassurance on privacy, and so 
otL So there is a direct link betweoi rogue jour­
nalists who bring down the threat of greater 
regulation and the work of decent journalists 
- some of them car the same newspapers, or in 
the same cennpanies - who pursue an honour­
able course in the genuine public interest.

The press cannot expect to be immune from 
a widê eadand growingpublicconcemabout 
access to databases and personal infcuination, 
whether it be CCTV, medical records, ID cards, 
emails or mobile phones. In a world in which 
editmsplead total ignorance of industrial-scale 
data-burglary under their noses it can hardly be 
surprtog that wider questicaisarebeing asked 
about accountability and regulation.

WereportonpageisasuggestionbySir David 
Omand, adî inguished former securicrat, as to 
how intelligence agencies might operate by an 
ethical code fc» intrusions into privacy in the 
public interest. In a recent IPPR paper he sug­
gested that such acts (̂ intrusion should pass 
a number of tests, incliiding: 1) There must be 
integrity of motive; 2) The methods used must 
be in proportion to theseriousnessofthebusi- 
ness in hand; 3) There must be proper author­
ity; 4) Hecourse to such methods of intrusion 
must be a last, not a first, recourse. They arenot 
bad guidelines for editors.

Decent journalism has never been more 
necessary, or more threatened by political, 
economic, technological and legal forces. 
Finding an effective form of self-regulation is 
an urgent requirement to enable the press to 
hold the public confidence it deserves and so 
badly needs.

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers], CLA (magazines] or other copyright owner. No further copying (including 
printing of digital cuttings], digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under iicence from the copyright owner.

B871S-2
127086212 - ADAKAF - 25435559

Pack Page 55 of 55 Articia Page 1 of 1

MODI 00046457



For Distribution to CPs

Source:
Edition:
Country;
□ate;
Page:
Area;

Guardian, The (Main)

UK
Monday 13, July 2009 
2
358 sq. cm 

Circulation: ABC 335615 Daily 
BRAD info; page rate El 1,400.00, see rate E42.00 
Phone: 020 3353 2000
Keyword; PRIVACY & PRIVACY LAWS

> d u r r a n t s

m
(

V ;

N e w  ta rg e ts  o f  ta b lo id  
p h o n e  h a c k in g  c la im e d
Top BBC executive was 
affected, says newspaper
Police have begun to 
contact alleged victims

Stephen Brook, James Robinson 
and Oliver Lufl

A top BBC executive and the form er 
M etropolitan police commissioner Sir 
Ian Blair were targeted by the News o f the 
World’s phone hacking operation, it was 
claimed yesterday.

Blair was named in a report in the Sun­
day Times, part of Rupert Mxirdoch’s News 
International, which also owns the News 
o f the World. However, last night police 
sources denied his name was on the list.

The names emerged as the Met said it 
had begun to contact people who alleg­
edly had been the subjects o f hacking by 
the tabloid newspaper, but warned that 
the process could take some time to com­
plete. “We ate not discussing who we are 
contactingat all,” a spokeswoman said.

BBC sources said that the corporation 
did not know which o f its executives had 
been affected by the scam at the paper, 
which led to Clive Goodman, then News 
of the World royal correspondent, and the 
private investigator Glenn Mulcaire, going 
to ja il in  2007.

Andy Coulson, former editor o f the tab­
loid and now director o f communications 
for the Conservative party, subsequently 
resigned from the paper saying he did not 
know about the hacking.

Late on Friday the police confirmed 
they had started to contact people after 
the Guardian revealedlast week that News 
International had paid Elm to settle pri­
vacy actions brought by Gordon Taylor, 
chief executive o f the Professional Foot­
ballers’ Association, and two others who 
took action after Mulcaire hacked into 
their mobile phone messages.

“The process o f contacting people is 
under way and we expect this to take some

time to complete,” the police said.
Yesterday the Met refused to divulge 

how many people it was contacting.
The Sunday Times reported that the 

police investigation into Goodman and 
Mulcaire uncovered a list o f “fewer than 
20 people”; it included Boris Johnson, 
now the London mayor, and a senior 
executive at the BBC, whose phones were 
illegally accessed.

This list includes those named in the 
2006 court action against Goodman and 
Mulcaire -  besides Taylor, the model EUe 
Maepherson, the Liberal Democrat MP 
Simon Hughes, the publicist Max Clifford, 
and football agent Sky Andrew.

Maepherson’s publicist said in a state­
ment: “File is obviously very concerned 
that her private telephone conversations 
and those o f other people may haye been 
intmded upon by reputable newspapers. 
She is aware t h i  the director o f public 
prosecutions (DPP) and the information 
commissioner have fileson the issue. “Miss 
Macpheison is confident in the ability and 
the determination o f the DPP, the police 
and information commissioner to ensure 
that appropriate and proportionate action 
is taken to prevent any further abuse.”

The DPP is reviewing police evidence 
and could recommend further charges.

Asecond, larger, list o f about 50 people,
contained the names M ulcaire had 
obtained mobile phone details for, but 
which police had no evidence had been 
successfully hacked. The Sunday Times 
reported that Blair and the former culture 
minister Tessa Jowell were on this list.

The third list, according to the Sunday 
Times, reportedly included the former 
deputy prime minister John Prescott and 
held between 400 and 500 names that 
Mulcaire wamted to target but for which
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he had no numbers.
This week the Gultuxe, m edia and sport 

com m ittee, w hich has reopened its 2007 
phone hacking inqu iry in th e Bght o f the 
Guardian’s revelations, w ill hear evidence 
from  the Guardian.

The foBowing week, the News Interna­
tion al law yer Tom Crone, and News o f the 
W orld editor Co Bn M yler (appointed after 
Coulson’s resignation), w ill go before the 
MPs. The com m ittee hopes to  hear evi- 
dencefrom theform erexecutivechainiian  
o f News International Les H inton, who at 
the orig inal inq u iry  said Goodman had 
been acting alone w ithout the knowledge 
o f News o f the World ex ecu tive . H inton  
has yet to  confirm  his attendance.

P ublic figures and ce leb rities  who  
fear they w ere the subjects o f th e phone 
hacking have been contacting law yers. 
The Bethnal Green and Bow MP George 
Galloway said he was seeing i f  any action

couldbe taken. The politician had clashed 
w ith  th e paper in 2006 when its investiga­
tions editor, Mahzer Mahmood, attempted 
to  “sting” him  at a hotel and impBcate him  
in  ille ^ lp o B tic a l fraiding.

Rod Christ ie-M iller, partner at the spe­
cialist m edia law  firm  Schillings, said: 
“Clients are going to  w ant to  see w hat 
comes out. Sooner or later there is going 
to  be m ore concrete evidence about who 
has been targeted.”

C hristie-M iller said-his firm  was already 
sus-picious that phone hacking could have 
been used against h ig h -p ro file  clients 
before the story broke,

“It  is som ething we were concerned 
m ay have been happening,” he added. 
“ We have advised clients to  change set­
tings on phones and turn o ff b luetooth.” 

One law yer to ld  m ediaguardianxo.uk 
he had advised clients to  “hold th e ir 
horses* to see w hat details emerged over 
th e com ing days but added th at legal 
claims w ere “im m inent”.

The report in  the Sunday Times, sister 
paper o f th e News o f the W orld, shed fur­
ther light on the Gordon Taylor case.

The paper stated: “Taylor’s claim  was 
settled w hen new evidence emerged out 
o f the poEce ffles that another News o f the 
W orld reporter knew  how  M ulcaire was 
obtaining some o f his inform ation,

“That reporter has since le ft the paper 
and there is no evidence he com m itted  
any offence. News In tern ation al execu­
tives are not aw are o f any o th er ev i­
dence in  the police files th a t show any 
other News o f the W orld Journalist was

involved in com m issioning M ulcaire to  
hack phones.”

T im  M ontgom erie, page 23 »

I A  1st that suggests 
them odelEHe 

i M acpliersom ,Ieft,
I suffered‘inUrnder’ 
i interest ia  her 
I phone calls is 
t being investigated
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P r e s s  C o m p l a i n t s  C o m m i s s i o n

C r it ic s  o f  s e l f - r e g u la t io n  h a v e  b e e n  h a n d e d  a  lo a d e d  g u n

J a n e  M a r t in s o n

r " " )

A m o n g  t h e  

b r o a d c a s te r s ,  t h e r e  is  

b a r e ly  d is g u is e d  g le e  

a t  t h e  m e s s  t h e  p re s s  

h a s  g o t  i t s e l f  in t o

uch was the force o f Nick 
Davies’s story on phone 
hacking h st week that 
it  pushed Jokti Prescott 
into articulacy. “It  didn’t 
work in  the banks, it didn’t 
work in  the Commons, 
and ftankiy it doesn’t work 

for the press,” said the form er deputy- 
prim e m inister.

W hatever else, the story im m ediately 
dabbed M urdodigate by the tw itte ra ti 
has handed critics o f the system o f self­
regulation a loaded gun. Although the 
Press Complaints Commission, moved 
to reopen an investigation almost as fast 
as David Cameron backed his director o f 
communications, And-y Coulson, its role 
and lack o f b ite have b^o m e a focus for 
political ire. Many MPs are, o f course, 
m otivated by their upset at new regula­
tions brought in as a direct result o f a 
campaign largely waged by a newspaper 
group. But leaving aside the righteous 
anger o f poBticians at ha-ving th eir dry­
cleaning bills scrutinised, is anyone

prepared to publicly back the ££C  for its 
role in this saga?

The commission may argue that two 
men went to ja il after breaking the law- 
fa crim inal m atter and therefore best le ft 
to  the police), w hile Coulson, then editor 
o f the News o f the W orld, resigned. But 
the subsequent b ek o f a M l inquiry 
now looks particukriy flawed. As Roy 
Greenslade disclosed last -week (h ttp ;// 
bit.ly/isoD aE), the PCC’s claims that its

investigations prompted Coulson’s res­
ignation simply imderKne its reputation  
for behind-the-scenes manoeu-vring.

To be fair, the PCC admits that it is 
already operating outside its rem it, 
which is sim ply to handle complaints. It 
has no right to subpoena any o f the still 
rich and pow eriul ne-ws organisations 
it m onitors, and so has to  re ly on data 
from  the inform ation commissioner, 
whose investigation first exposed the 
phone hacking, and from  this newspa­
per. Nor can it yet ask Scotland Yard for 
access to its-database. I f  we tn ily  believe 
in self-regulation, surely the ECC should 
have ra.ore power to do its job.

There is a honor w ithin the media at 
the sort o f dirty-linen washing they feel 
is practised by MediaGuaxdian. T-wo o f 
the most pow erful figures in the indus­
try, Paul Dacre and Rebekah Wade, have 
used rare -public o u tin g  in the past year 
to criticise this paper. Even last week, 
as the extent o f the £im  payout -was 
digested by News International’s rivals, 
many said that the only thing that would

come o f it -was tighter privacy laws.
There is no appetite among news­

papers, including this one, for laws 
that make holding wrongdoers to  
account even harder. Yet m any are also 
uncom fortable that the pubMc interest 
privileges we enjoy are being used to  
dig up d irt on th e postnatal depression 
o f an actor or the liaisons o f a football 
manager. Fm  as interested as the next 
woman in the contents o f Gwyneth 
Paltrow’s fridge, but I -wouldn’t w ant to 
break the law  to reveal them .

It is such an own goal. Fishing for 
salacious details gives am m unition to a ll 
those who say the press is an incestuous 
industry, governed b y  a pow erful cabal 
w ith  vested interests in  m aintaining the 
status quo.

Among broadcasters, there .is barely 
disguised glee at the mess the press has 
got itself into w ithout the sort o f burden­
some regulation the poor loves straggle 
■with. On h raring the news, the senior 
press officer at Channel 4  tweeted, 
“Surely final nail in  coffin for press self­
regulation. I f  Ofeom -was this lacklustre 
press outcry -wo-uld be deafening,”

Historicatty, the axgunierit for to-ugher 
regulation for televisiQn has been that 
it enjoys lim ited  bandw idth and there­
fore the barriers to entry are great. The 
press, w ith its im iltip ic ity  o f voices and 
ram pant competitiveness, never needed 
such restrictions. It  could reflect lio-w it 
sa-w the -world and expect that someone 
else w ould see it  differently.

The irony is that as the voices calling 
for greater regulation o f the industry 
get louder, they are becoming dro-wned 
out by a digital m edia that is even more 
opinionated. W hat’s m ore, the online 
w orld  in which news organisations now  
com pete is both interactive and im m edi­
ate -  unlike the PCC. I f  we -wait too long 
to  get our own house in  order, there 
w ill be nothing le ft to  protect. For if  we 
th in k regulation o f the press is impossi­
ble, just th in k o f w hat ft’s Ik e  online,

Jane yartinson is the editor of 
MediaGuardian . . . ..
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T h e  f a lo t i t  T h e  P ress C o m p la in ts  C a m n is s ia tt

This calls fo r an inqu iry  - bu t not by the PCC
A few Hioaths the Media-Standards., 
TrastpaHished a report raising coa- . : 
.ceius that the.press was ttotaccomt-,-.. 
Able'enougk, Its finding were-notv-« 
accepted bythe then chairman, of the ■

■ ' .............. V'Sir'-A:
GhristophetMeyar. Bat the Guard-. .;
ian's.reveiations-aboat the-News of- - ■ ■ 
the Worid-’s use of private investiga- .
tors to hade into voicemails, i f  proved, 
would appear oot jast to confkm these 
coficems'but to reinforee-tbeHi. ■.

The current system of press seif- , 
regulation- --as-GonstitutecI-is not.able ■ 
to investigate or resolve issues.su.ch as 
those-uncovered by. the Guardian, the -. 

-.M-ST report said.'.The ECG-is’set up, as 
defined by its articles of association, to 

. mediate and conciliate complaints. It 
..is not an investigative body. K..does.noi 
have the powets, resources.-:or-person- 

, nei to hold-the type of detailed-and . .
. lengthy inquiry that would be required 
.' to examine such claims.
.-- . -Ttiis-is not acritiGism of .the job done- 
by-the E££- Those at the coiniaissioa 
worfc-extremeiyhard, with-ielatiyely- - 
..'iittie fiinding;to respond lo  caiiiptaHits 
-niadeby the public. But it is not real- 
-'isticto expect a body with-a .budget,of.. ■ 
less than £2m a year (the Advertisiog • 
Standards Authority, for instance, , ,- 
a budget of aK)und'-£8m), and a-temit 

■ to'ded'witli'tbe public’s-eoinplamts,to 
laiirich large-scale-investigations. ' ■ '1  
' The' ECC’s 2007 iriquky into -..

- subterfu^ and fiewsgailteiiiig -is a . ...
gooddicaiHple'bfthis.Followingtbe

- conviction of CliveGoodman, and evi-
deace of extensive phooe-hackiBg and- 
“fistiin^'.expeditioas 'Dy-many different 
newspapers (aot just .the Hofjtf), the 
PCn-annOtiHcedari inqniCT-Tet'tliis- -. 
inqulrywas imdermined-'eveii'before- ■■ 
'it had’began wliea Aadf eoulsdn ' ,
.resigned as ttietabloid's-leditor. As a .

-result, - Coulson feil-outside-thfi HE’S 
jtinsdicaon.“Tlie commission bad , 
aanotinced- that, it-would make-specific. .. 
inquiries of the editor of the newspaper,-' - 
tjutas EGoiilsonj has eow resigned,--fliis ; 
is Do-longer appropriate,-”. said-.'Meyet.....-. 
-. .Oesmprisin^y.theElEdidnot- •.. ,1 
discover anything.aew frota .Goulson’s ( 
SHceessor.-GoKn-Mf ler, who had been. - - 
editing a paper in-Kew York. .More -wor- - -■ 
■lymg was the fact that.the-eommission . 

i found Q ut little mots' from Ees Hinton, 
other than that Gocxlman had been act­
ing-alone: .without the knowledge of . 
others at .aewspaper. Nobody else.at the 
■MotW' “knew, ttot Messrs .Goodmaii.aiid 
Miicaire were tapping phone mesŝ HS 
for stories”, condaded'the EE’s report.-­
. But.if the practice of phone tapping 

was -widely -fcnowii-abou-t and.aoiepted,-.. 
as the Guardian’s revelations suggest, ,
eontradicting these findings, there ..... 
dearly o-ught to be a proper mvestiga- 
tion into the collection of personal infot- 
mation-b-y- newspapers.- paiticulariy tbej. 
use.ofiphone tapping. .The question is. .. i 
-who should do’t' ' ■

A  q u e s tio n  o f sca le

£ 1 . 8 m
The fe e s  
aamiallm^^

Gommissifitfs

45
.Formal-adjiiiiicalitKis issued-t»y, the E£C 
1«  jeai, 'after a-total 4,698 complaiiits '

- The ECC>>» reopening its inquiry, but 
igiven that its first investigation failed 
' to uncover -wrongdoing, there is no rea­
son to believe that a second will be any 

-----moresticcessfiil. Moreover, as abeady 
notrfj.fee E£C’s artides .ofasodation. , 
.-eonstrain-lts.freedom to act ahd-it-has . 
limited money and personnel. '
' Any disproportionate action by pai'- 

' liameBt or the police, tneanwHe, would 
. -i-raise understandable .--and Justifirfile -..
‘ concerns about the freedom of the 
press and a jou-rmlist’s r i^ t to prot«:t

- the anonymity of his or her- sources. -.-.
The press should, therefore, appoint 

a genuinely, indepeadent figure-with .- 
---' wide-tanging-powees to condocta ■ - 
'-tengthf and-deta-iled-investigation...- . 
.'Xbera-.is-pracedeftt for this -within -the 

.-:media..In:thewaicea£theCrowngate - 
-affait,-.fot example,.the BBC appointed

- - jWSlI- Wyatt to look into .the -matter. - .- -.
-- -.-Wyattthen-pablisheda.repoEt.that.was
"highiycrjtical-ofthe-corpotstion - -­

By appointing an independent figme 
along those lines, the presswodd be 

. able tc achieve two things: prove to 
critics of self-regulation, that tne sys

- - teiH can hold - the press to accouat; ana 
..vhelp-.tq-feaew publfc-Goofideoce. Tbe.- .

results of a YotiGov poll last February 
'showed that 70% ofthe pubiic.believe 
-- tbat-there are .“far. too.many-ifistaaces- 
of people's privacy- being invaded by 

--..newspaper journalists”: The Guardian’s 
scoop will only confiim this impres- 

'-stofu-An independent.lnvestigation
- couid-,bothdemonsttate.wheth.er.tliat
: -impression is imspiided, and-provide a 
basis from which action can be taken.

.-Martin Moore IS director.ofthe.Media. . -.
-.--Standards-Trust--' " .-- - . . . ----

PCC-itfUndicstiaas analysis; . .. - 
;gnardiaH.co.iili/iiatalJlog» . - . ;
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f a f lo o t  E e g a la t io ii

#h'en culture secretary Davia Mellor 
accepted,the Idea o f the self-regutaticn 
of newspapers, he famously warned 
that the press were "dnnking in the 

^last-chance saloon), in exposing his affair 
*w itlrfhe actor Antiriia de Sancha some 
Jtirne later, journalists used a loophole m ■ 
itile  iaw to listen in on phone conversa­
tions b etw «n  the two.

' The gaps exBosed by such cases ,n the 
old la w - the Interception of'Camijiunica- 
tions Act t9S5 -  were supposed to have 
been closed by the Regulation of investi­
gatory Powers Act 20 00 , which prohibits 
unlaw fiil interception of communications 
by post or phone
T The act'also specifically prohibits hack­

ing into m A ik  phone systems -  including 
voicemail, which “in transmission" 
as far as the act is corkrerned, and thus 
covered by i t -  which is punishable by a 
fine or pp to two years m jail.
_ ,What is jjo t clear after the exposu re 

o f the w rtd^read hacldng of pho>Te 
messages is why, if this evidence was 
available,'no fijitner prosecutions were 
brought. It may Be that the Crown Pros- 
ecutiort Service fe lt that underthe law 
as It stands, there was no likelihood of a 
conviction, one of the tests they apply

to the evidence amassed by police when 
deciding whetherto prosecute. If so, it 
is possible that legislators may want to ' 
revisit this area of law '

Many journalists without access to, 
orthe desire to use, the t^hniques 
allegedly used by the News o f the World 
w ill not worry much about 3 strength- ’ 
ened RtP&. But parliament's appetite foi 
reform may not stop there. This is only 
the latest example o f mvasionsof privacy, 
which the courts have karted fkihish-' 
ing more kverely in cases such as Max 
Mosley's. With the |Jtes of John P rekott 
deairibmg the PCf. response to ’phone 
hacking as "useless", could the issue of 
self-regulation be on the agenda'again? 
MPs have Been told they cannot self- 
regulate, and Prescott, who has a lot o f 
backbench support, .s now very vocally 
wonderiog why the press should be al- 
bw edto. , ’ ' '

!f the result is a regulator w ith teeth 
-  an Ofcom for the press -  then perhaps 
Meltorwas nghtand now it is Iasi oroers 
in the last-charce saloon.
Oavid Banks
The ivrteris the co-author of McNa'/s 
Essential Lem for Journalists (20th ed), 
published 30 July
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(....)

T h e  f a l t o i i t  t t i e  h a c k e d

B o d y b lo w
O n e  u n lik e ly  c a s u a lty  o f 
th e  h a c k e rs  w a s  E le  
M a c p h e rs o n 's  a d v is e r

S tephen  Brook and Leigh Holm w ood

M aiy-E llen  F ield  once enjoyed a success­
fu l and lucrati¥e career working w ith  Elle 
Macpherson. Mow, she says, she is “collat­
eral damage” from  the News o fthe World 
phone hacking scandal.

F ield , who advised th e supermodei on 
in te lectu a l property and licensing agree­
m ents from  M arch 2003, says she lost 
her job w hen Macpheison accused her o f 
leaking stories to  the press. “She fired me 
on 9 January 2005 and said she couldn't 
trust me any m ore,” says Field. “She was 
convinced, and in  a w ay you can't blame 
her. W here w ere these stories coming 
from?”

In  the second h a lf o f2005, more stories 
appeared. “A fte r August, some stories 
started to appear in  the press ...Theyw ere  
annoying things that were an infringement 
o f her privacy. As I  knew  everything, I  was 
absolutely flabbergasted at w here these 
stories w ere com ing fro m .” F ield  says 
she advised caution and suggested the 
superm odel get a pay-as-you-go phone. 
Macpherson even had her house swept for 
bugs, she says, but nothing was found.

Field doubts going to  the police would 
achieve anything - and says she cannot 
afford to  take l^ a l action against the News 
o f th e W orld . Suspicion had fa llen  on 
people who worked for the celebrities, she 
says: “It  was the people Kke m e, just doing 
th eir norm al job, w ho were affected

M acpherson d id  not w ish to  com ­
m ent.

Video in terv iew  w ith  M ary -E lcn  Field: 
HtediaguardiaB.co.ok »

'Where 
were these 

stones awn­
ing ffoni?' ... 
■ a rf-E le n  
Field, a fom ier 
adviser to  Elle 
Macpherson
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T h e  f a f lo a t  P iiw a c f

D e fe n d in g  th e  in d e fe n s ib le

l ig h t  to  k n o w  m e e ts  th e  
in d iv id u a l r ig h t  to  p r iv a c y  is  

" M u ire d  -  b u t  fo r  h o w  lo n g?

G lenda Cooper and S tephen  W h ittle

Two years ago. News In ternationaFs  
fo rm er chairm an Les H in to n , the Tel­
egraph Grotip^s ch ief executive, Murdoch 
M acLennan, and th e D aily M ail’s editor, 
Paul Dacre, put pressure on Gordon Brown 
to w ithdraw  th e th reat o f ja il tem is for 
joum alists seeking to obtain private data 
illic itly . W hat did they know at the time?

There is ctraen tly  a battle around the  
point at w hich freedom  o f expression 
and the p u b ic  interest m eet the right to 
privacy. That debate is made aU the more 
difficult by th e fact neither “privacy” nor 
“pubHc interest” are im m utable. There 
have been significant changes in how  
both have been perceived and defined  
over tim e.

. There is no doubt, however, that intm -
/  Sion by th ird parties such as the media or 

the state has to  be justified by a significant 
public interest that outweighs any normal 
expectation o f privacy. I f  News Interna­
tional, or private investigators acting on 
its behalf, w anted to  access personal data 
or voicemails, it must have been able to  
demonstrate th at it was serving an over­
rid ing interest such as the detection o f 
crime, or the preventio n o f terrorism . That 
is what is required by the PCC code.

IntheGoodm ancasefrhe tria l judgewas 
clear that he was not ruling on a journal­
istic investigation or seeking to lim it the 
freedom o f th e press, but dealing w ith  a 
straightforw ard breach o f the ciim inal 
law. That is w hy Goodman and M ulcaire 
w a'e Jailed. It  is also w hy the inform atioii 
commissioner sought an addition to the 
law to make it clear that where journalists 
attem pted to  access personal inform ation 
w ithout a public interest defence, a ja il 
sentence was appropriate. News In te r­
national and other newspaper interests

resisted such powers. As a result o f their 
intervention, t ie  power was le ft insuspen­
sion. It  could yet be activated.

N orm ally, journalists cite  hypocrisy 
or a public figure’s “ro le m odel” status 
in order to  validate invasions o f privacy 
and call that public interest. They have 
strong com m ercial reasons for not want­
ing a m ore narrow  interpretation . But it 
raises th e question: w hat is the public 
interest?

In  our investigation into  privacy and 
the public interest for th e Reuters In s ti­
tu te  for the Study o f Journalism at Oxford 
University, we conclude that the public 
interest has tw o m ain characteristics.

First, citizens in  a democracy have an 
interest in having access to  inform ation  
aboutthe government, its institutions and 
its officials, both elected and appointed. 
This interest also extends to  private cor­
porations and to voluntary organisations 
that requ irethe public’s trust.

Second, individuals holding office in 
public or private institu tions should be 
judged fo r th e ir public acts, not private  
ones. “Private” should mean issues to do 
w ith  personal relations, personal com- 
iniinicatioEs, befiefs and past affiliations -

W h a t  is  f o r b id d e n  t o  

t h e  s ta te  s h o u ld  n o t  

b e  a  jo u r n a l i s t i c  

d e f a u l t  d e s ig n e d  t o  

m a k e  m o n e y

always assuming these are w ith in  the law  
- however much these appear to  others to  
be deviant, or im m oral, or bizarre.

The test is always public actions.
There is no trace o f th at in  th e News

International case or the other examples 
raised by N ick Davies in his reports. W hat 
m o tivated  Goodm an and others was 
obtaining w hatever titb its  o f gossip they 
could turn  into some kind ofstory. Good­
man was not a genuine investigation into 
a m atter o f public im portance that m ight 
ju s tify  some degree o f intrusion.

A d m itted ly , a tougher approach to  
public interest may m n  the risk o f miss- 
ingscandals that could bear on pubHcIife. 
But to argue from  this that all potentially  
a>m prom isingprivaterelatioiiships must 
thereforebe investigated is unreasonable. 
It  smacks o f the kind o f inqu is itive sur- 
veihance society that journalists would  
be the first to condemn. W hat is forbidden 
to th e state should not be a journalistic  
default designed to  make money. There 
is greater public interest in  protecting  
private Ife .

AU media organisations should follow  
the same approach to  in trusion . There 
is no evidence from  our experience  
th a t broadcasters, who operate under 
a tougher regim e, have been unable to 
investigate m atters o f public interest that 
involve secret recording and intrusion.

There are tw o choices: more respon­
sible m edia, or a privacy law  passed by 
parliam ent. Given th e current level o f 
p o litica l interest in  irresponsible Jour­
nalism , news organisations should take 
heed o f w hat the then chair o f the ££ £ , 
Sir C hristopher M eyer, said last year; 
“Beware o f w hat you w ish fo r.”

Glenda Cooper and Stephen Whittle are 
the authors of the report Privacy, Probity 
and Public interest, published today
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P h o n e  h a c k i n s :  t h e  f a l l o u

Febniary 2005 
Private detective 
GtennMufcaire 
right} - engaged 
by Hews'ot the 
WortdlBurnalisfs 
at the time - facies 
into'the phoiteof. :
Gordon Taylot, thief 
aretiitiveofthe 
Profess* oral Foot- 
tettersfAssoaaton

j
|-■Bfo¥elllber̂ 2005
 ̂̂ ews of the Wor Id's ■ /

V./-

r'.Goodman, com̂
ATnissiOBSiJtoiie- 
' callmtefcejptsuf 
I staffs! St James's
I palace., fwo . ^
;• ston̂ iiwoiving 
..PrinceWllliani " 

r teadio aispicioos 
of phone hacking

April-May^ooS 
Mulcoiie Racks into , 
phopesof John Pres­

' eott^Bons'Johnson, ■ i 
Tessa Joweil, Gwyn 
ethiPaitrow, G^rge 
Michad, Van^ss 
Fdtz.(n#r) and jade 

■ Goody. ■ *

August 2006 
Anti-terror police 
afTest Goodman

sâ’pici:̂
' of iUegaUy Irterc t̂- 
, mgphonêcalts.Mui,- 
, 'cas?e is also arrested 
•’ afto member of) 
royal hoieseliold omu 
ptam rfieir mobile 

’ phonesnsve been 
' Into

' Mo¥eiiioer20o6 
: Goodman admits • :
conspiracy to 
Intefĉ iphone- ■ ■
- calls ■‘̂ without lawful
- 3uthra:fty-®.-Mulcafr€ . 
ptends guilty to the ' ' 
same office. The • 
News of yie World's: ■ 
editor, Anciy, Coulson,

,-apologises to the •' . 
P̂nnceof Wales.

Deceoiber 2006 
Irr formation

• Gsmincssiof? • •
' pybiisĥ .tabie
orwfio used ' 
one particular-

■ -private invesaga- 
■-tor-Nê 'ofithe. r*.
• ,Worid:iTiaae22S ;
■ -reduests'for.mfomia: 
Uon h-om 23 foyrnal
'StS r '

Jasuary , ^
s materesDonsiliiiity®,:: 
' and 1$ replsct̂  3t the

J paô l̂  Colin Myler
months

jaiMui- ^
regetS'Sfx ^

i?:eoalsofi t -'
 ̂ <y  ̂r

; saym§ he had "uto-

s

M arch 2007 
Hews international’s 

_executi¥c chair­
man (artefEiX 
code of prac­
tice committee 
chairman), Les 
Hinton, teils 
MPs Goodman 
acted alone and 
warnsagainst 
o¥er-reaction

■?r*

1

June 2007  
The Conservative 
•leader, David Cam­
eron, makes Coutson 

; his director of com-') 
• municatioris. ■■ ).

July 2007
Gordon_Taylor (left) 
sues News of the 
World for its in- 

'volvement in illegal 
irterception of mes- 

, sages on he phone 
The high court later 
seats Tayior's file and 
NotW Days him more 
than£4OO,0OO'dti' ''7 
damages. ■ '
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T h e  b ig g e s t  m e d ia  
s t o r y  i n  y e a r s  -  s o  
w h y  t h e  s ile n c e ?
H o w  a r e  N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  i t s  t o p  e x e c u t iv e s  l i k e l y  t o  

e m e r g e  f r o m  t h e  p h o n e - h a c k in g  s c a n d a l?  R e la t i v e l y  u n s c a t h e d ,  

i t  s e e m s  -  t h a n t e  t o  t h e  d o g - n ip - d o g  w o r l d  o f  F le e t  S t r e e t

P e t e r  W i b f  

T h e  p r e s s

The BBC was io no doubt. As soon as the  
Guardian revealed on Wednesday night 
how Rupert Murdoch’s News Group, owo- 
eis o f the N ews o f the W orld, secretly paid 
more than Elm to victim s ofphone hacking 
by its journalists, the story w ent to  the top 
ofthe BBC’s bulletins and website. Andrew  
Neil, form er editor o f the Sunday Tim es, 
another Murdoch paper, called it the most 
im portant media story in m any yeais. The 
form er deputy prim e m inister had had his 
m obile hacked into; a senior adviser to 
the man everybody expects to be the next 
PM was aflegedly im plicated in systemic 
crim inal activity; MPs had been m isled; 
the police and courts were accused o f con­
niving in a cover-up; and press regulation 
had been found w anting. It  doesrft, you 
may th ink, get much bigger than that.

Yet most newspapers didn’t  apparently 
see it that way. They didn’t  clear their front 
pages for their later editions on Thursday 
morning. On Friday, as the row grew over 
the role o f David Cameron’s adviser, the  
form er News o f the W orld ed itor Andy 
Coulson, the story remained ontheinside 
pages o f most national papers, and w ell 
down their websites.

W hen Tim es Newspapers (in  the pre- 
M urdoch era) was em broiled in  b itte r 
disputes w ith  its printers during the late  
1970s, Harold Evans, then Sunday Times 
editor, toid his journalists that i f  readers 
couldn’t  tru st them  to report th e ir own 
paper’s affairs, they w ouldn’t trust them  
on anything. Few papers could now meet 
Evans’s exactir^ standards, and certainly 
not those in  the Murdoch stable. The Sun 
confined itse lf to the infonnation that the 
police had ruled out fu ither investigations 
and Cameron had pronounced Coulsoifs 
job “safe” . The Tim es did a double-page 
spread, w hich helpfu lly identified , w ith  
pictures, “who’s who in  the controversy”, 
including Coulson and C live Goodman, 
the NotW  royal editor who was Jailed after 
working w ith  a private detective to hack 
into royal aides’ mobiles. But the gallery 
didn’t include Murdoch or Rebekah Wade, 
who becomes News International’s ch ief
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ejcecutive in  September, and d id irt men­
tion that Les Hinton, “the form a: News 
International chairman” who assured 
MPs the Goodman case was a one-off, still 
works for Murdoch at Dow Jones.

Who will cast the first stone?
other papers were almost as reticent 
and few  pressed the outrage button. 
“The press must not be cowed,” stated 
a leader in the Independent, a paper that 
is rarely slow to set its flag on the moral 
high ground. The truth is that good jour­
nalism —by whichim eanjoum alism that

E d i t o r s  w h o  s a y  t h e y  

w o u ld  n e v e r  p r i n t  a  

s e n s i t iv e  s t o r y  w i t h o u t  

k n o w in g  w h e r e  i t  

c a m e  f r o m  a re  p e r h a p s  

b e in g  d is in g e n u o u s

isn't lim ited to rewriting press releases 
and accepting steers from  spin doctors 
— frequently flirts w ith the boundaries o f 
ethical and legal conduct. The most obvi­
ous example is the Telegraph's exposure 
o f MPs' expenses, where the paper could 
have been charged w ith handling stolen 
goods.

One o f the strengths o f British law is 
that it allows the police and public prose­
cutors discretion as to when to apply it. In  
some cases—environmental protests, for 
erample — juries w ill acquit even where 
thelaw has been broken. Press activity lies 
in this grey area. Phone hacking is always 
illegal except, in certain instances, for 
the security services. There is no public 
interest defence. Yet cases may not teach 
the courts and, even i f  they do, juries 
may refuse to convict. I wrote at the tim e 
of Goodman's conviction that, if  he had 
discovered something more interesting 
than that Prince W iliam  had injured his 
knee and called his girlfiiend Babyldns — 
that he was in regular contact w ith lead­
ers o f the British National Party, say—the 
NotW reporter might have got away w ith  
his crime. Similarly, people would nowbe 
less horrified at the idea o f Sir Alex Fer­
guson's phone being backed into i f  it had 
been revealed that the Manchester United 
manager was taking bungs.

Moreover, those editors who say they 
would never prirrt a sensitive story, pos­
sibly subject to legal action, w ithout 
knowing where it came from, are perhaps 
being disingenuous. There is a distinc­
tion between wanting assurances that a 
story is reliably sourced and demanding 
to know precisely how it was obtained. 
Since the late 1980s, private investiga­
tors have become a significant industry, 
available to journalists as well as jealous 
lovers. AU editors know they exist, but in 
the same sense that some spouses know 
their partners' lovers exist.

When Ignorance is a defence
As Peter Burden puts it in  News o f the 
World: Fake Sheikhs and Royal Trappings: 
“A tadt agreement prevailed that those at 
the top o f a paper's management didn't 
needtoknowhowtheirreportersobtained 
information.” That was why, when Good­
man was jailed, Coulsoncoulddeny knowl­
edge. He knewbut he didn’t know. And the 
samecould be said, not just o f most senior 
executives in the Murdoch empire, but of 
many other newspaper bigw^s.

So the long and not very honourable 
Fleet Street tradition o f dc^ givitig dog an 
occasional nip, but not exactly biting, is 
likely to continue. The NotW, it is alleged, 
wasguiltyofaseriesoffishingexpeditions, 
often w ith no more important aim than to 
find out what an actor thought about her 
new baby. That threatens a tightening o f 
privacy law that could affect legitimate 
investigative journalism which, in my 
view, includes how the PR-crafted images 
of celebrities and politicians do not always 
accord with reality. It also threatens News 
International with a dass action from vic­
tims o f phone-hacking that could cost it 
many more millions o f pounds. But w ill 
we hear a chorus o f condeirmation from  
other newspapers? W ill Murdoch’s execu­
tives become pariahs, find ii^  that politi­
cal leaders no tongs accept iiwitations to 
their wedding? Forget it.

I f  y o u 'r e  t a lk m g  a b o u t  

i l le g a l  t a p p in g  b y  a

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers], CLA (magazines] or other copyright owner. No further copying (including 
printing of digltai cuttings], digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

B8715-2
127168734 - ADAKAF - 25481B98

Pack Page 35 of 39 Article Page 2 of 5
2 2 9

MODI 00046467



For Distribution to CPs

Source:
Edition:
Country:
Date:
Page:
Area:

Guardian, The (Media)

UK
Monday 13, July 2009 
2,3
1774 sq. cm 

Circulation: ABC 335615 Daily 
BRAD info: page rate £11,400.00, see rate £42.00 
Phone: 020 3353 2000
Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

>durrants

p r iv a t e  in v e s t ig a t o r ,  

t h a t  is  n o t  p a r t  o f  o u r  

c u l t u r e  a n 3r w h e r e  i n  

t h e  w o r ld ,  le a s t  o f  a l l  

i n  B r i t a in

Ru|»srt Myrdksch. Feb 07

I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  C liv e  

G o o d m a n  w a s  t h e  

o n ly  p e r s o n  w h o  k n e w  

w h a t  w a s  g o in g  o n  

Les Hiiiton. March 07

I  t o o k  f u l l  

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  a t  

t h e  t im e  f o r  w h a t  
h a p p e n e d  b u t  w i t h o u t  

m y  k n o w le d g e  a n d  

r e s ig n e d

Andy Coulson. July 09

O f  c o u r s e  I  k n e w  a b o u t  

[C o u ls o n 's l r e s ig n a t io n  

b e fo r e  o f f e r in g  h im  

t h e  jo b .  B u t  I  b e l ie v e  i n  

g iv in g  p e o p le  a  s e c o n d  

c h a n c e

David Cameron, July 09

Y o u  [C a m e r o n ]  

a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h e  o n ly  

p e r s o n  s a t is f ie d  w i t h  

M r  C o u ls o n 's  r o le  
w h i l s t  e v e r y  o t h e r

r e le v a n t  a u t h o r i t y  

is  in v e s t ig a t in g  t h e  

c la im s

John Prescott. July 09

I f  N I  d id  n o t  h a v e  a n y  

k n o w le d g e  o f  th e s e  

p r a c t ic e s ,  i t  b e g s  th e  
q u e s t io n  a s  t o  w h y  t h e y  

p a id  m o r e  t h a n  E lm  

John Whfttnigdafe. July 09

I  w o u ld  b e  t h in k in g :  

h o w  o n  e a r th  c o u ld  

a n y o n e  h a v e  p o s s ib ly  

k n o w n  I  w a s  g o in g  t o  

b e  th e r e ?

Vanessa Feltz, July 09
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B )  O T H E R  N E W S P A P E R  C O V E R A G E

V

Sir Alex and Shearer were 
part of phone tap scandal

Justin Davenport
Crime correspondent

TELH’HONE calls finm  Sir Atex Fergu­
son and Alan Shearer were among 
those bugged tqr tte  New® ofthe Worid, 
it  was claimed today.

The Manchester United manager and 
the former E n ^ n d  striker and New- 
casde United manager had messages 
intercepted by a private investigator 
who passed details on to reporters.

They are said to have both left mes­
sages on die mobile phone o f Gordon

Taylor, the chief executive o f die Pro­
fessional Footballers' Assodaticxi, who 
sued die newspaper last year.

The latest revelations came as it 
emerged that celebrities and public 
figures whose phones are claimed to 
have been haedeed are considering 
suing die News o f die World.

Lawyers said ttey  had been contacted 
by various individuals, induding poli- 
ticnans, seeking tegal advice.

T te  Guardian has claimed that the 
Sunday tabloid paid £ 1 million to setde 
l^ a l cases w tu ^  threatened to reveal 
die extent o f die ill^ a l methods used 
to get stories.

The nevispaper also said the tabloid 
used private investigators to haede into 
“diousatids” o f mobile phones. The 
paper paid M r Taylor m ore than  
£700,000 in damages and costs to set­
de without a public hearing.

ScodaiKl Yaniassistant commissioner 
John Yates said last night that police 
had seen no additional evidence since 
its last investigation, which ended with 
the jailing o f News o f die World rcyal 
reporter Clive Goodman in 2007 for 
tapping the phones o f the royals, and 
ruled out a ftirther inquiry.

The claims have led to calls for the 
News o f the World’s form er editor 
Andy Coubon to resign as Tory com­
munications chief

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA Cnewspapers), CLA Cmagazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying [including 
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The victims o f the phone tappii^ are 
said to have included former deputy 
prime minister John Presaitt, PR agent 
Max d ifib id . Mayor Boris Johnson and 
actress Gwyneth Paltrow.

Other messages collected firom Tay­
lor's phone are believed to have 
referred to the Arsenal manager, 
Arsene Wenger, medical bills incurred 
by tile form er England player Paul 
Gascoigne, the former England mid­
fielder Jamie Redknapp and a pronu- 
nent Premier League player who had 
a cocaine problem.

Crown prosecutors are carrying out 
an “urgent” review today o f evidence 
presented by police in the Goodman 
inquiry.

tfeir Starmer QC, Director o f Public 
Prosecutions, said he wanted to reas­
sure h im self and the public that 
“appropriate acticais” were taken over 
material provided by the police three 
years ago.

Editorial Com m ent Page 14

Bi^ed: former 
England striker 
Alan Shearer
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■ r")

Evening
Standard
E s ta b lis h e d  1827

Journalism ’s best
THE contrast between a video journalist who helped 
expose the human-rights abuses o f the Burmese regime 
and the antics o f a few B ritM i journalists could not be 
more striking. As we report today, the man known only as 
Joshua risked imprisonment and torture to shoot footage 
o f Buddhist monks being slaughtered by Burmese 
securityforces during tte  protests o f2007. He w ill be 
die guest o f honour at a screening o f his film  in  London 
next week. Many other Burmese journalists are now in  
prisoner in h id ii^  but they hope that d ieir work w ill help 
topple the repressive regime.

This is journalism at its best and most vital to 
democracy, work which is truly In the public interest. By 
contrast, the defence o f diose at die News of the World 
who now defend illegal mobile-phone tapping o f various 
politicians and celebrities on the grounds that such 
investigations were in the public interest looks very thin  
indeed. Free societies need journalism to hold the 
powerful to account; when journalists abuse that role, we 
all lose.
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SHEARER AND FERGUSON’S MESSAGES ALLEGEDLY TAPPED

Celebs could sue amid 
* phone-hacking storm

)

for Prince 
Qiaries’s aides.

Assistant com­
missioner lebn 

Yates said yester- 
investigation 

wouH O0tbe feopmed.
But lawyer MarkSt^hens, 

o f Finers Stephens [nnocent, 
claim ed director o f public 
prosecutions Keir Scarmer

could force police to reopen 
the investigation or release 
civil court documents.

The original police investi­
gation led to the jailing-of 
journaliscClive Goodman 
and private detective Glen 
Muicaire for phone tapping 
in|anuaiy2007.

The paper’s editor Andy 
Coulson (inset) quit because 
oftbe conviedons. He is now 
conmiunications director of 
the Ganservative Party.

IMOGEN ULLYWHITE 
for thelonijonpaper
A SEMES o f public figures 
aleged tofave been targtfed 
fcyphoneliackErsworidngfor 
tbeî moftheVi/brMcmddsue 
the newspaper

In  its latest revela:ions, the 
Guardkm names Manchester 
U nited  m anager Sir Alex 
Ferguson and ex-England 
captainAlan Shearer among 
those whose m essa^  were

a li^ d ly  stolen from footbal 
union chief Gordon Taylor’s 
phone More than a dozen 
stars involved in  the hacking 
row are considering a niulti- 
n iillio n  pound, group legal 
action a^ inst the paper.

Three inqu iries have 
already been.launched ly  the 
director o f public prosecu­
tions, the Pres.s Complaints 
CamsmmaaSOxmaons 
select com m ittee. Actress 
G w yneth Paltrow , super­

m odel Elle 
Maephetsonand 
London Mayor 
Boris Johnson 
are among 
celebs and politi­
cians reported to 
have been targeted.

The M et Police has 
aiieadyconductalaii frwesti- 
gationinto phonehackingby 
journalists at the News of the 
Wadd, owned by tfielondonpa- 
peris parent company News

Intemational, 
centring  on 
messages left
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Tory leader’s 
backing for 
form er editor

Eva G reen  
wdnew^eepp.co.uk

D avid Cameron offered Ms 
strong s iip p jrt for Tory 
communications chief 
Andy Couison last night 

■as the form er tabloid a ilto r came 
under intense pressure over al­
leged phone baching by News of 
the WhrM journalists.

Form er deputy prim e im nister 
John Prescott led Labour calls for 
M r Coulsoii to be fired after it  was 
reported that-News Group, which 
owns his form er Sunday paper, 
spent more than £1 m illion  on 

'. out-of-court settlements relating 
./to  the claims.

M r Cameron's endorsemfiiits 
came as Scotland Yard announced

the M etropolitan Police w ill not 
conduct a new Investigation into 
claims thousands of public figures 
had their phones hacked by the 
News of the World.

But fast night it was announced 
that prosecutors are to look again 
at the claim s of alleged phone 
hacking.

K eir S tar m er QC, the director of 
public prosecutions, said he had 
ordfired an “urgent exam ination” 
0 f m aterial provided by the police 
three years ago.

Speaking earlier yesterday, As­
sistant Commissioaer John Yates 
said the police had seen no ad­
ditional evidence since its last 
investigation.

M r Yates also said detwjtives 
had found no evidence that M r

Prescott’s phone was 
tapped.

But he said police would 
now inform  any potential

victim s that their phone 
may have been hacked 
where there was any sus­
picion.

M r Cameron indicated he 
had no Intention of losing 
Ms director of conttiuinlc- 
ations, who resigned from  
the News of the World ln'2007 
after one o f its reporters was 
ja iled  for hacking Into  
phone messt^es of royal

The latest claims, to The 
Guardian, suggest that the 
practice was mucli w ider 
than previously thought.

Speaking outside Ms west 
London home, M r Gartieron 
said: “Ifs  wrong for news­
papers to breach people's 
privacy w ith no justifica­
tion.

“That Is why Andy 
CoulsoE resigned as editor 
o f the News of the World 
two-and-a-half years ago.

“O f course I  knew about 
that re s i^ a tio n  before of­
fering him  the job. But I 
believe in  giving people a 
second chance.

“As director of communic­
ations & r the Conservatives, 
he does an excellent job in a 
proper, upright way at a ll 
times.”

MPs from a l  three 
parties. Including M r 
Prescott and Cabinet m in­
ister Ibssa Jowell were 
among the targets of the al­
leged phone t^ s .

The Guardian quoted 
sources saying police of­
ficers found evidence of 
News Group staff using

private Investigators who 
hacked into “thousands” of

mobile phones.
M r Prescott said: “If  these 

allegations are to be be­
lieved, the enorm ity of it is 
unbelievable.

‘T am actually staggered 
that M r Cameron, who em­
ployed M r Coulson, who was 
the editor at the time 
torough all these allega­
tions, says he’s quite relaxed 
about these allegations.”

Former home saretary  
Chaiies Clarke described 
the alleged practices as “out­
rageous”.

“I  tM nk thatDavid Camer­
on has to sack AH%  Coulson 
because Ms deniM is very 
narrow in  the extreme,” he 
said.

“I  th ink David Cameron 
him self has to be much 
clearer about the sitoiation,

“I  tM nk that the Home 
Secretary should be asking 
the Chief Inspector of Con­
stabulary for a flill report 
about the police behaviour 
in this whole incident.”

The original phone hack­
ing Investigation resultsd in  
News of̂  dm World royal ed­
ito r Clive Goodman and 
private investigator Glen 
M ulcaire being Jailed for 
four and six months respect­
ively in January 2007.

The Press Complaints 
Commisaion ( E ^ - S H T t  
would investigate any sug­
gestions of ‘flirth e r trans­
gressions’ since Its 2007 m- 
quiry.

Last It igM  the publisher of 
the News q f the World de­
fended its journalists and

said it  would not “shirkfrom  
vigorously defending our 
rig ht and proper role to ex­
pose wrongdoing".

In  a statement Ne-ws In­
ternational said it was pre­
vented by “coiifidenfiality 
obligations from  discussing 
certain allegations made In. 
The Guardian newspaper 
today”. But the statement 
stressed Its staff had been 
told clearly they must op­
erate w ithin the law and the 
industry’s code of conduct

Support: Former News of the 
W orld editor Andy Coulson
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M P s  d e m a n d  p o lic e  in q u ir y  as N ew s 
G ro u p  fa c e  fu r y  o v e r phone ta p  scanda l
B y  M a c e r  H a l l  
P o l i t i c a l  E d i t o r

T H E  in te g rity  of R u p ert M u rd o c li’s 
f  )  new spaper em pire was in  question  
' la s t o lg M  am id  dem ands fo r a police  

m vestigation  in to  aflegations th a t his  
jo u rn a lis ts  ro u tin e ly  tapped  p riva te  
phone calls o f pub lic  figures.

S cotland  Y ard  has ind icated  th a t 
thousands of people -  includ ing  
senior p o litic ians , ce lebrities and  
sports stars ~ w ere targets in  th e  
scandal, despite executives a t News 
G roup claim ing  to  ta io w  n oth ing  
ab o ut th e  fllegal ac tiv ity .

A ssistant Com m issioner John  
Y ates, th e  officer in  charge of exam ta- 
tng allegations o f crim in a l conduct, 
said  on T liiirs d a y  th a t he w ould  n o t 
reopen an  o ffic ia l inquiry.

B u t las t n ig h t law yers and fo rm er 
police officers dem anded a fresh  
inq u iry , w hile leading  p o litic ians said  
th e  revelations called  in to  question  
th e  “in te g rity  and veracity” o f M r  
M u rd o ch ’s business and said som e of 
h is senior executives had u rg en t ques- 

^  tions to  answer.
■  New s G roup is facing th ree sepa- 

■' ra te  tnvestigations in to  claim s th a t 
; ') th ey  ta m e d  a b lin d  eye to  reporters

and private detectives breaM ng th e  
law .

T h e D ire c to r o f Public Prosecutions 
K e ir S tarm er has ordered a review  of 
previous allegations w hile th e Ereas 
C om plaints Cnm m iaaiQn. and th e  
C o n iin o n F cu ltu re , m edia and sports  
select com m ittee are also p lann ing  
inqu iries.

T h ere  was m ounting  anger last 
n ig h t over S cotland  Y a rd ’s decision  
n o t to  reopen th e ir investigation , 
w M ch was M unched in  2007 w hen the  
New s o f the W orld ’s royal ed ito r C live 
G oodm an and p riva te  investig ato r 
G lenn  M u lcatre w ere Jailed for H steii- 
ing  in to  p riva te  phone calls in vo M n g  
m em bers of th e R oyal household.

E xecutives insisted th a t G oodm an  
h ad  been actin g  alone and  prom ised  
to  ensure th a t th e  illeg a l ac tiv ity  never 
occurred again.

B u t it  has em erged th a t News 
G roup p aid  o th e r ta i^ e ts  in  th e  scan­
d a l m ore th an  film flllo n  to  keep th em  
q u iet. O ne o f them , G ordon T ay lo r,

th e  cM ef executive o f the Professional 
Footballers’ Association, was p aid  
£700,000 in  dam ages and costs.

M P s from  a ll parties voiced deep  
concern over the statement from M r  
Y ates th a t no ad d itio na l evidence had  
com e to  lig h t and so no fresh investi­
gation  could be jus tified .

S is p e is is ^

L ib era l D em ocrat m edia spokes­
m an Chris H uhne said he was so con­
cerned about th e lack of police action  
th a t he had referred  th e m a tte r to  the  
w atchdog body th e Independent 
Police C om plaints Com m ission.

H e said: “John Y ates’s statem ent 
leaves open as m any questions as it  
answers, n ot least because he says he 
has only been asked to  look in to  the  
facts around the inqu iry in to  Clive 
G oodm an and G lenn  M u lcaire , and  
n o t w hether any fu rth er investiga­
tions in to  o ther journalists or investi- 
g ato is  should have been undertaken .

“T h is  was a suspiciously quick  
review  o f w hat M r Y ates describes as a 
com plex ease.

“W here th ere is a p o ten tia l neglect 
of d u ty  by a police force, surely 
an o ther poUce force or the Independ­
en t Police C om plaints Conum ssion  
should look in to  the m atter.

“In s tead , we m erely have assur­
ances from  th e sam e dep artm en t th a t 
conducted th e  orig inal investigation  
th a t it  d id  so w ell and thoroughly.

“M r Y ates says th a t in  the m ajo rity  
of cases there was tasufQ cient evi­
dence to  show  tap p in g  had been  
achieved, b u t the standard  o f evi­
dence was clearly h igh  enough in  the  
case o f G ordon T ay lo r to  secure a very  
su b stan tia l out of court se ttlem en t.”

F orm er L ab ou r D epu ty P rim e M in ­
is te r John P rescott -  one o f th e p o liti­
cians allegedly ta p p ed -a lso  expressed 
d isap po in tm en t over M r Y ates’ 
am ou n cem en t.

“H e has defined  in  a very narrow  
w ay w hat he is gomg to look a t, and  
th e n  gives a rep o rt th a t everything is  
O K ," be said.

B ria n  PaddicM  form er D epu ty  
A ssM tant Com m issioner of th e M et, 
said: “John Y ates is in  charge o f th e  
d ep artm en t th a t d id  the in itia l inves­
tig a tio n , so n o t only have we th e

police tnvestigatlng them selves, b u t 
th e departm ent th a t investigated It  
investigating them selves.”

Last n igh t News M tem atio n ai, pub­
lisher o f th e News of the W o rl4  said in  
a s ta tem en t th a t loaow ing an in te m al 
investigation  it  was confident there  
had been no fresh cases of its jo u rn a l­
ists ta p p ii^  people’s phones.

I t  also denied th a t the paper or its  
sta ff h ad  instructed  p rivate investiga­
to rs  to  access voice m ails or th a t there  
had been “system ic corporate illeg ali­
ty ” to suppress evidence.

“I t  goes w ith o ut saying th a t had th e  
police uneovered such evidence, 
ctmrges w ould have been, brought 
against other News of the W orld per­
sonnel,” News In te rn atio n a l said.

“N o t only have there been no such 
charges, b u t the police have not 
considered it  necessary to  arrest or 
question any o ther m em ber of News 
o f the W orld sta ff.”

Chris Huhne w ants new inquiry
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B ro w n  goes s o ft on snoops
Q U E S T IO N S  Were raised yesterday 
over tlie  ro le o f News In te rn a tio n a l in  
tile  G overnm ent’s decision to  scrap 
plans fo r ja ilm g' phone snoops and  
com puter hackers.

■M ioisteis had  planned to  introduce  
prison sentences for breaches o f 
d ata-p ro tec tio n  laws tw o years ago, 
b u t ditched th e  proposal a fte r a  
lobb3?ing cam paign-spearheaded by 
senior figures fcom  News 
In te rn a tio n a l, th e  publishers -of the

New'S of th e  W orld. l ib  -Bern M P  
R ichard  Younger-R oss yesterday  
vow ed to  press D ow ning S tree t into- 
revealing-the full d etails  o f G ordon  
Brow n’s discussion w ith  th e  
new spaper executives.

T h e  l ib  D em  spokesm an on m edia  
issues has su b m itted  a series of 
Freedom  o f In fo rm atio n  requests.

In fo rm atio n  Com m issioner E ichard  
Thom as yesterday repeated  M s call 
fo r ja il term s.
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M urdoch ’s aides fig h t fo r th e ir jobs
R tJPEET M urdoch’s closest le u - 
tenants were fighting fo r th eir 
careers iast n ight as th e  pbone- 
hacfciiig scandal threatened to  
engulf Ms newspaper em pire.

News Group Newspapers is 
now facing three separate inves- 

 ̂ tigations into claim s th a t senior 
executiyes knew th a t iHegai actiy- 

) ity  was being conducted by its  
, /  journalists but turned  a blind eye. 
" The group was effectiyely cleared

of any wrong-doing foHowing rev- 
elrtions in  2007 th a t News of the 
W orld royal ed itor Clive Good- 
m art had hacked into  private te l­
ephone calls concerning Prince 
Hhrry.

However doubts have now been 
raised after it  emerged th a t 
R upert M urdoch’s business sub­
sequently paid more th an  £lm a- 
lion to  other feidM duals targeted  
by its JoumaMsts. The D irecto r of

PubUc Prosecutions E e ir Starm er 
has announced a m qjor review  
into the evidence collected dur­
ing the 2007 case.

The Press Com plaitits Com­
mission is to  T S u ii5r"i5 ’  urgent 
investigation and MPs are to  cafi 
witnesses, expected to  include 
senior executive Les H inton, cur­
rent News of the W orid editor 
Colin M yler and Rebekah Wade, 
editor of The Sum Mewsman Gfwdtnan
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Established 1855

A privacy law would be 
petty and dangerous
P arliament’s response to the MPs’ expenses

scandal is a bad one: it is proposing, th rong  the 
Parliamentary Standards Bill, to surrender its 

responsibility to regulate itself. This is a badly drafted 
piece of l^islation conceived in a spirit of panic. Now, 
following the accusations that staff of the N ew s o f 6ie 
W orld aogaged in and bought information acquired by 
phone-tapping, we face the possible threat of politicians 
depriving the press of its power of self-regulation. The 
ostensible aim of such legislation would probably be a 
statutory right to privacy. But one of the real motives, 
we suspect, would be revenge.

The tapping of mobile phones by newspapers is 
illegal. In the case of reporters at the N ew s c f  Sie W orld,

the Metropolitan

IN V E S T IG A T IO N

T H E
E X P E N S E S  
R L E S

Police say that “in 
the ireist majority of 
cases” there is 
insufficient evidence 
to show that such 
tapping took place. 
Therefore, a number 
of celdbritira, who 
were the alleged

targets, are considering a multi-miUion-pound ̂ oup 
action against the newspaper. But the crucial point is 
that criminal and civil sanc^ns are already in place 
against ill^al investi^tions by journalists: when Clive 
Goodman, the N ew s ^ d ie  WoAcPs royal editor, was 
acxnised of plotting to hack into telephone messages 
belonging to palac» aides, he was charged, tried, found 
guilty and sent to jail.

We shall have to see what firm evidence ranerges of a 
wider conspiracy to uncover stories by ill^a l means. 
D^ending on the evidence, the consequences cx)uld be

dramatic. But to repeat: there are laws to punish rogue 
journalists. And, in addition, there is also a voluntary 
watchdog, the Press Complaints Commission. Bs code 
of practice has sucx^srfuUy demanded far higher 
stsmdards of journalists than those set by its 
predecessor, the Press Councal: witness the protection 
afforded Princes William and Harry during their 
formative years. The watchdog is a£so accessible to the 
public in a way that the Press Councal was not It cen 
make Ufe very difficult for newspapers that breach its 
code. But, of course, it cannot prevent all such 
breaches. That is not possible in a country with a press 
as free and vigorous as Britain's.

This week’s all^ations sent Labour MPs into a self­
righteous frenzy. They seized on the fac:t that Ancfy 
Coulson, the editor who resigned over the Goodman 
scandal, is David Cameron’s commimications chief. 
This was predictable, ̂ ven the Tories’ gloating when 
the Govemmenfs “black operations” were brought to 
light by the Damian McBride affair. But at the back of 
many MPs’ minds is something more fundam ^al: the 
chance to get even with a press, one of whose organs -  
this one -  (hanged the political landscape forever by 
exposing the sleazy, di^onest and routine abuse of the 
expenses systan ly  scores of politicians.

The Parliamentary .Standards ffiH aims to prevent 
future scandals by cheating an outside regulator, 
instead of d^nanding that otu suprrane law-making 
body reforms itself. As we said yesterday, goverrunent 
reejuires good people achng honourably. The same 
applies to the media. If the press is subjected to new 
controls, it will lose the inquisitive vitality that -  despite 
misjudgments and scandals — is the hallmark of British 
newspapers. It will move closer to the state, within easy 
reach of vengeful politicians.

A privacy 1 ^  could well have stopped the Tdegraph 
exposing h e  full estent of the expenses scandal MPs 
embarrassed our revelations are aware o f th is  fa c t 
Let us bear it in mind as we listai to
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N e w s p a p e r  g r o u p  
d e n ie s  h a c k in g  
in t o  s ta r s ’ p h o n e s
B y K i r s t y  W a l k e r
Politica l C o rresponden t

T H E  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  
N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r ld  l a s t  
n i g h t  r o b u s t l y  d e n i e d  
c la im s  t h a t  i t s  r e p o r t e r s  
h a d  h a c k e d  i n t o  t h e  
m o b i l e  p h o n e s  o f  ‘t h o u ­
s a n d s ’ o f  p u b h c  f ig u r e s .

T h e  p a p e r  h a s  b e e n  
a c c u s e d  o f  p asrin g E lm illio n  
t o  k e e p  s e c r e t  th r e e  c a s e s  

)  t h a t  th r e a te n e d  t o  e x p o s e  
i t s  J o u r n a lis t s  a c c e s s in g  
v o ic e m a ils .

It is then alleged that they 
gained unlawful access to per­
sonal records, including bank 
statements and phone bills.

But in a statement last night, 
News International said it was 
confident there were no fresh 
cases of its journalists access­
ing the voicemails of individu­
als, including sports stars, 
celebrities and politicians.

It also denied claims made in 
The Guardian newspaper that 
there had been ‘sirstemic cor­
porate illegality’ to suppress 
evidence.

Instead, the statement 
accused The Guardian of being 
‘selective and misleading’ in its 
coverage.

It said the only evidence con­
necting its reporters to the 
accessing of voicemails was
the case of the paper’s former 
royal correspondent Clive 
Goodman, who was jailed in

2007 for hacking into the 
mobiles of staff from the royal 
household.

That evidence emerged after 
a case brought by Gordon 
Thylor, the chief executive of 
the Professional Footballers’ 
Association, in which Mr Tay­
lor received £700,000 in com­
pensation and legal costs and 
agreed not to discuss the case.
After Goodman was jailed, 

the News of the World editor 
at the time, Andy Coulson, 
resigned.

Mr Coulson is now director of 
communications at the Tory 
Party and the Guardian allega­
tions have put pressure on 
Tory leader David Cameron, 
who insists that he now does a 
■proper job in an upright way’.
News International said last 

night: ‘It goes without saying 
that had the police imcovered 
evidence, ch£ages would have 
been brought against other 
News of the World persormeL

■Not only have there been no 
such charges, but the police 
have not considered it neces­
sary to arrest or question any
other member of News of the 
World staff.’

On Wednesday ’The Guardian 
reported that the paper had 
accessed the voicemails of 
hundreds of public figures, 
including former deputy prime 
minister John Prescott, Lon­
don Mayor Boris Johnson and 
actress Gwyneth Paltrow.

News International said that 
when its then chairman Les 
Hinton had told the Commons 
Culture Committee in 2007
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that he was only aware of Mr 
Goodman being involved in 
phone hacking he had not

*Put the record 
straight’

known of the details which 
emerged during Mr Taylor’s 
case.

However; it said that it was 
‘imtrue’ that police had found 
evidence that News Interna­
tional staff had either them­
selves, or using investigators, 
hacked into ‘thousands’ of 
mobile phones or accessed 
individuals’ voicemails.

It said also that it was 
‘imtrue’ that its reporters had 
hacked into the voicemails of 
various footballers, celebrities
and politicians named in this 
week’s reports -  including Mr 
Prescott -  or that News of the 
World executives had know­
ingly sanctioned payments for 
lUe^ phone intercepts.

'The Guardian responded by 
saying it was about to reveal 
the Identity of a second person 
with whom it claims News 
International made an out-of­
court settlement over tapping 
allegations.

Its statement said: ‘We note 
that News International 
claims to have known about 
the Taylor phone hacking 
since April 2008.

‘It is surprising that -  having 
assured Parliament, the Press 
Complaints Commi.sslon and 
the public- that Mr Goodman 
was an ‘aberration’ and a one- 
off, the company chose to con­
ceal this discovery, which 
Involved other Journalists, 
rather than put the record 
stra^ht.

‘News International’s state­
ment contains many denials of 
allegations which have not 
been made by the Guardian.’

A Commons select commit­
tee is to quiz senior managers 
of News International over the 
affair and the Press Com­
plaints Commission has said it 
was laimching an inquiry.
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l i b  D e m s  c a l l  
f o r  i n q u i r y  
i n t o  M e t ’s  
a c t i o n s  o n  
p h o n e  t a p s
ANGUS HOWARTH

widd, with former deputy 
prime minister John Prescott 
and London mayor Boris John­
son among the victims.

The Commons culture, media 
and sport committee and the 
Press Complainls rommissinn 
have armounce3~that they will 
will hold fresh inquiries.

Alfegations that police offi­
cers found evidence that the 
N ew s o ftih e  W o rld  hacked into 
thousands of mobile phones 
were untrue,News International 
said last n i^ t

"The Met cannot act 
as judge and jury in 
its own trial"
C h ris fb ih n e

THE independent police watch­
dog was tetni^tfecing calls to 
investigate Scotland 1&rd’s deci­
sion not to reopen the inquiry 
into alleged phone hacking ly  
tabloid journalists.

liberal Donocrat home affairs 
spokesman Chris Huhne submit- 

a formal request to the Inde­
pendent Police Complaints Com- 
misaon (IPCC) for an inquiry.

It follows the announcement 
yesterday by assistant commis­
sioner John 'Yates that the Met 
would not be investigating fresh 
claims by the G u a rd ia n  that 
hundreds of public %ures had 
had their phones hacked.

Mr Huhne said the police re­
view of the files by Mr Yates left 
open as many questions as it 
answered.

“The Metropolitan Police can­
not act as judge and jury in its 
own triaL Only an independent

inquiry can properly consider 
any possible neg ĉt of duty.

“These allegations have seri­
ous implications for privacy 
laws andfreedom of the press in 
this country,and as such must be 
investigated thoroughly.”

A spokesman for me IPCC 
confirmed that it had received 
Mr Huhne’s letter.

In his statement, Mr Yates said 
police hadseen no additional ev­
idence since its last investiga- 
tictn, which emled with the jail­
ing of N ew s o f  the W o rld  rojtal 
reporter Clive Goodman and 
private investigator Glenn Mul- 
caire in 2007 for hacking into 
Prince William’s mobik ptone.

The G u a rd ia n  has alleged that 
the phone hacking went far
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Privacy law would not 
be in the public interest

Ian Bell
T H E  S A T U R D A Y  
E S S A Y

T h e r e  is an  old s ^ -  
in g  in th e new spaper 
industry, on e journalists 
som etim es u se to  con ­
so le , explain  or excuse 

them selves. It goes lik e this: new s 
is a  story th at som eon e in pow er 
d oesn ’t w ant to see  w ritten or told. 
Y ou cou ld  call it  th e W atergate 
paradigm , b ut it  applies as easily  
to  M Ps’ expenses, a  w ar in Ireiq, 
footb all transfers or a council 
planning com m ittee.

In n o particular order, there are 
a  few  oth er things you  could  add  
as to the in creasingly elastic idea  
o f print journalism . O ne is  that 
investigative reporting is hellish ly  
exp en sive. It takes a  lo t o f tim e, 
m oney and  hum an resources. A s 
often  as n o t, it  leads now here.

Equally, th e p eop le w ho sign  
th e  ch eq u es in sist, alw ays, on  
having th e expenditure justified. 
T h is is n o t petty cash. Even a 
slush  fund can't b e hidden forever. 
O nly in th e m ovies is  “a hunch" 
accep ted  as su fficien t reason to  
put a h o le in  th e profits.

A  third p oin t is sim ple com m on  
sense: ed itors w ant to know  
w here their stories are com ing 
from . T hey have to  protect their 
reputations, obviously enough.

b ut thqr also bear a legal respon­
sib ility  for th e th in ^  they e lec t to 
p rin t O nly th e foo lish , the naive 
and th e purblind foil to ask sim ple  
q uestions.

T hen there is  th e fact th at good , 
exclu sive stories are gold in  a busi­
n ess that is, m ust be, com petitive. 
H ow  yo u  d efine “good" is  another 
m atter. B ut if a certain sp ecies  
o f ta le  is your paper’s  stock  in  
trade, and if authentically original 
ta les are alw ays rare, and if your 
job  dep en ds on  it: w hat follow s?  
D og eats dog, evrai -  som etim es 
esp ecia lly  -  w hen  b oth  b easts are 
h ou sed  in  th e sam e k ennel.

A  final point; readers are

h yjw crites. T here m ay b e general 
in d ignation  over the N ew s o f the 
W orld, over hacking, b i^ g p g , 
blagging, tracking, overprivaqr, 
over form er ed itor A ndy C o u l^ n 's  
serv ices to  the T oiy  party, over 
ch eq u e b ook s and private in ves­
tigators, over self-regu lation , over 
th e  n o n sen se m ade o f the public 
in terest, over R upert M urdoch’s 
in flu en ce, over the in d o len ce o f 
p olice , prosecu tors and courts: 
th e justification  rem ains. P eop le, 
m ilfion s o f  them , buy th e papers.

If there w as real m oney to  b e

had in stories about environm en­
tal sc ien ce , the N ew s o f th e W orld 
w ould have a green m asthead.
Its journalists w ould  n o t stand  
accused  o f hacking th e m obile 
accou n ts o f various p oliticians 
and celebrities, or o f em ploy­
in g s e e ^  individuals to  obtain  
con fid en tia l records by deception , 
or -  though w h o can fa il to  sm ile?
-  o f com prom ising th e privacy 
o f a sen ior colleagu e, R ebekah  
W ade, ed itor o f the elevated  Sun.

A notherunansw erable ques­
tion , as o ld  as th e press; do 
new spapers create th e appetite for 
sen sation , “celebrity’’sensation  in 
particular, or m erely reflect and  
serve squalid  voyeurism ? On this, 
I’m  e ^ o s t ic . 1 su spect that the 
relationship  is sym biotic. But I

do n ot a ccep t that the n eed  to  see  
secrets revealed  is alw i^ s m align.
I can se e  w h ere this aS hiris head­
ing, n evertheless.

C ontrast and com pare. The 
D aily  Telegraph has just given us 
a peak in to th e private lives and  
presum ptuous attitudes o f M Ps. 
M any o f  the parliam entarians
-  n o te on ly  th e ink expended  
on “redactions” -  b elieved  that 
their privacy w as breached out-
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rageously. Som e, if  yo u  p ore over 
fe e  revek tion s, w ere right. F ew  
doubt, m eanw hile, fe a t fe e  m ate­
rial w as obtained  in  a m anner 
fea t w as, prim a facie, illega l. A ll 
assum e th at m oney, a great deal o f  
it, ch an ged  hands.

Y et Scotland  Yard d id  n o t 
b oth er to  b e ^  to  investigate.
T he “pubhc in terest d efen ce” w as 
deem ed im pregnable. H en ce a 
paradox or tw o. First, journalists 
m ay break all sorts o f law s if they  
can con vin ce a cou rt fe a t they  
served  a higher duly.

It is  axiom atic, for exam ple, 
fea t you  do n ot reveal sou rces 
as and w hen  fe e  sta te dem ands. 
Shou ld  you  a lso  happen to breach  
privacy, data p rotection  leg isla ­
tion , th e O fficial Secrets A ct or 
w hatever to  prove fe a t p o litician  
X is  p lottin g a m ilitary cou p  fe e  
pubUc w ill, w ith  luck , applaud. Its

in terest has just b een  defended. 
But if yo u  are em ploying pre­
cisely  fe e  sam e m ethod s sim p ly to 
traw l through fee  private lives o f 
public figures on  fe e  off-ch ance, 
your subterfuge, as fe e  co d es o f 
con d uct describe it, w ill lan d  you  
beyon d  the pale, deep  in  N ew s 
o f the W orld territory. S o w h at 
w ould  w e b e saying n ow  if that 
n ew spaper had stum bled  across 
p olitician  X w h ile lurking in  the 
digital sh adow s? Sam e m ethods; 
sam e law s; sam e outcom e; differ­
in g in te n t T herefore?

You can  guarantee, n everth e­
less, fea t som e o f fe e  p olitician s, 
bruised and a ^ riev ed  by th e  
Telegraph revelations, w ill n ow  
u se th e N ew s o f th e W orld scan ­
dal to dem and a privacy law . T hey  
w ill say -  and they w ill b e right 
-  fea t industry self-regu lation  as 
exh ib ited  by fe e  Pres.s C om plaints 
CnTTiTnis.sion is a joke. That body  
exists -  for let's n ot b e  coy  -  to  
keep leg isla tion  or an in depend ­
ent regulator at bay. W hen fee  
hacking scan d al first broke, the  
ECC thought a quick resign a­
tion  from  Mr C oulson apology  
enough. N ow  fee  p o litician s w ill 
have their chance.

W here m ight fea t lead ?
A nyone “turned over” by a tabloid  
w ife  unaccountable p ofitica l

pow er w ould  w ant to  see th e pack  
reined in. A  handftil o f fe e  super­
rich can play fe e  rich m an's gam e 
feat is English lib el law. T im e and  
again, fe e  rest succum b to  w hat 
is, in  effect, threats and m enaces. 
But if th e W apping C apers give 
excuse to exp h eit privaqr leg isla ­
tion  joum alisra, good  and bad, 
w ill b e  dead.

There is  a difference, sim p le 
and clear, betw een  fe e  pubfic 
in terest and anything fea t m ight 
in terest fe e  public. There is  a 
dispute, too , overw hat is m eant 
by privacy: are you  still a private

citizen  if  you  have so ld  your 
w edding to H ello! If n ot, d oes 
feat truly m ake yo u  fair gam e for 
th e hackers in  th e N ew s o f the  
W orld new sroom ? Everything is 
private xmtil it b ecom es public, 
and it b ecom es public w h en , right 
orw rong, it h its fe e  papers. So 
d efine “right” and “wrong".

A  privacy law  w ould  derive, in  
any case, from  a sta te fea t displays 
a fast-decreasing interest in  th e  
con cep t. T he M Ps appalled by fe e  
N ew s o f th e W orld attem pted to  
debase freedom  o f inform ation  
leg islation  just to protect them ­
selves. The governm ent exem pts 
itse lf from  data protection  law, 
m eanw hile, fe e  better to harvest 
and “sh are” private details. The 
n ation al id en tity  register, th e  
R egulation o f  Investigatory Pow ­
ers A ct, fe e  secu rity serv ices and  
a rash o f oth er databases craw l 
all over lives. Privacy as a hum an  
right has b ecom e n o tio n a l

Y ou cotdd ask w hy tabloid  
journalists can  get away w ith  
flagrant, routine, breaches o f 
fe e  law . Y ou m ight also ask w hy 
h on est reporters often  have no  
ch o ice but to  lap se in to  illegality, 
and w hy w histleb low ers o f h onest 
in ten t still face dism issal and ja il 
A  privacy law  w ould  be n oth ing  
less than a perm anent g a t in g  
order. Ideal, obviously, for som e.

T he u p sh ot, in  otherw ords, 
is that real stories w ould  b e  
chloroform ed along w ith fe e  
risib le. Perhaps it is  b lackly  
com ic that papers face fe e  ch o ice  
only thanks to  th e N ew s o f the 
C ounter-Sunk F ixing D ev ice and

its c r ^ o n  version  o f th e hum an 
com edy, but there you  are: reap­
in g and sow ing.

Nfy advice w ould  n o t carry feir 
in  W apping.T hey and fe e  M Ps 
can have Bob D ylan, on ce again, 
instead: “If y o u  live ou tside fe e  
law , yo u  m ust b e h onest.”
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M e t  ‘ n e g l e c t ’ o v e r  h a c k i n g  c l a i m s

H u h n e  d e m a n d s  i n q u i r y  i n t o  r e f u s a l  t o  r e o p e n  c a s e

THE independent police wateh- 
' |dog was last night facing calls to 

investigate Scotland Yard’s deci­
sion not to reopen the inquiry 
into alleged phone hacking by 
News of Ae IferMjotirnalists.

Liberal Democrat home affairs 
spokesman Chris Huhne sub­
mitted a formal request to the 
Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) to mount an 
inquiry, saying there had been a 
potential "neglect of duty" by the 
Metropolitan Police.

It follows the announcement 
on Thursday by Assistant Com- 
missiorier John Yates that the 
Met would not be investigating
fresh claims by The Guardian 
that hundreds of public figures 
had their phones hacked.

The Director of Public Prosecu­
tions, Keir Stariner, however, said

► that the Crown Prosecution Ser- 
' vice was carrying out an "urgent 

examination" of the police flies 
y relating to the case to check they

.. were properly dealt with at the
time.

Mr Huhne said the police 
review of the files by Mr Yates 
had been conducted "too 
quickly" and left open as many 
questions as it answered.

"The Metropolitan Police can­
not act as judge and Jury in its 
own trial,” he said.

"Only an independent inquiry 
can properly consider any possi­
ble neglect of duty by the Spe­
cialist Operations Department 
into the original investigation.

“Given the scale and scope of 
the allegations, the possibility 
that other journalists and inves­
tigators were involved must now 
be seriousfy considered.

' "The review by the Director of 
Public Prosecutions is a tacit 
admission that the review by 
Assistant Commissioner Yates 
was rushed, and supports the

case for a fu ll, independent 
inquiry by the IPCC into the 
original police {nvestl^tion.

"These allegations have serious 
implications for privacy laws and 
freedom of the Press in this 
country, and as such must be 
investigated thoroughly"

A spokesman for the IPCC con­
firmed that it had received Mr 
Huhne’s letter.

“ In accordance with the 
requirements of the Police 
Reform Act, we will need to for­
ward it to the appropriate 
authority -  in this case the MPS 
(Metropolitan, Police Service) -
for their consideration,” the 
spokesman said.

In his statement, Mr Yates said 
police had seen no additional evi­
dence since its last investigation, 
which ended with the jailing of 
News of the World royal reporter 
Give Goodman and private inves­
tigator Glenn Mulcaire in 2007. 
The case related to a complaint by 
the royal household that Prince 
William's mobile phone voicemail 
may have been hacked into.

However The Guardian has 
alleged that the phone hacking 
went far wider, w ith former 
deputy prime minister John
Prescott, PR agent Max Clifford, 
London Mayor Boris Johnson 
and actress Gwyneth Paltrow 
said to be among the victims.

Telephone messages tom  foot­
ball manager Sir Alex Ferguson 
and player Alan Shearer were also 
said to have been intercepted.

The Commons Culture, Media 
and Sport Committee and the 
&£55 Complaints Cjimiiiisaimi 
are toTiHaffeifrinquiries into 
the latest allegations.

Tory leader David Cameron, 
yesterday again rejected calls to 
sack his communications direc­
tor, .Andy Coulson. who was edi­
tor of the Mews of the World at

the time alleged phone hacking 
took place.

files conducted 'too quickly'.
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T h e  a lle g a t io n s  

o f  p h o n e - h a d d n g  

b y  a  t a b lo id  

t h a t  h a v e  s h a k e n  

b o t h  th e  m e d ia  

a n d  t h e  p o l i t ic a l  

w o r ld  a re  

u n p ic k e d  b y  J o n  

U n g o e d - T h o m a s

S ittin g in  h is office in  
th e hom e cou n ties 
last w eek, a private 
in vestiga tor lea n t 
across M s desk and  

spoke about one o f M s sk ills: 
th e art o f ob tain in g private 
rafonnation on celebrities and

•  other public figures. From an 
)  ̂ ex-directory phone number to 

1. j  banking files and health 
records, they were, he ex­
plained, all readily available 
from the right person at the 
end of the phone, whether they 
worked at BT or lire NHS.

“Tt's about assessing the psy­
chology of the person you are 
speaking to and then convinc­
ing them to give you the infor­
mation," he said.

"You have to know the termi- 
nol(^ of the organisation you 
are targeting and know which 
people might legitimately be 
able to ask for the information 
you are after. Then you pose as 
them. You need to be co^dent 
and personable."

TM investigator admitted he 
has sold such information to 
newspapers, but this business 
was an increasingly risky trade. 
He said he had been investi­
gated and subsequently 
charged by the Information

Commissioner for alleged 
breaches of data protection 
laws and was no longs'willing 
to work for the media.

His main clients now are 
insurance companies, for 
wM ch discovering evidence of 
a criminal record can be a quick 
and easy way to reject a daim.

TMs weekend, the work of 
such investigators faces scrati- 
ny after The Guardian daimed 
t^ t the News of the World, 
wMch is published by News 
International, the owner <rf The 
Sunday Times, had used private 
investigators to hack illegally 
into m^ile phone voicernails. 
The Guardian said there were 
"thousands" of victims but pro­
duced no evidence for its extra­
vagant claims.

Part of tMs was old news. In 
January 2007 Clive Goodman, 
the News of the World’s former 
royal reporter, and Glenn 
Mulcaire, a private investiga­
tor, were convicted and jailed 
for hacking into hundreds of 
mobile phone messages, in­
cluding those of aides to the 
royal family.

The scandal also cost Andy 
Coulson his job as editor of 
News of the World. He is now 
the director of communica­

tions for the Conservative party 
under David Cameron.

The new claims, however, 
suggested that such practices 
were not just the province of 
one rogue reporter, but a sys­
tematic operation that had tar­
geted thousands of phones. 
John Prescott, the former 
deputy prime minister, Tessa 
Jowell, the Olympics mimster, 
and Gwyneth Paltrow, the 
actress, were said to be amor̂  
the victims. But again no evi­
dence was produced to show 
that they had been on anything 
butawishhsL

On Friday evening. News 
IntematimiM issued a strong 
rebuttaL It described some of 
the most serious allegations as 
“irresponsible", “unsubstan­
tiated" and “false”.

Specifically, it demed that 
police had uncovered evidence 
of News of the World staff, or 
private investigators commis­
sioned by them, hacking into 
thousands of phones. News of 
the World executives also deny 
sanctioning payments for ille­
gal phone intercepts.

John Yates, ^e assistant 
commissioner of the Metro­
politan police who reviewed 
the Goodman case files last

w eek, had already armounced 
that he had found ruXMng that 
warranted further investiga­
tions or charges.

Andy Hayman, the former 
Met assistant commissioner, 
who led the original inquiry, 
said yesterday there was only 
evidence that a handful of 
phones had been tampered 
with and “we put our best detec­
tives on the case and left no 
stone unturned".

By now, however, a hue and 
cry was gathering pace across

Westminster and the BBC. 
There were calls for Cameron to 
sack Coulson, for newspaper 
executives to be hauled before 
committees of MPs and for 
police investigations to be re­
opened.

For some politicians there 
was a deheious taste of schaden­
freude after Fleet Street 
exposed their fiddling of parlia­
mentary expenses. Now the 
biter was being bitterL 

On Friday, Tcan Watsmi, the 
fi:xmer Labour minister, reflect­
ed the mood, bowling up to a 
journalist from a natio^ news­
paper and tugging at the report­
er's House of Commons pass. 
“You won't

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA [magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying [including 
printing of digitai cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

88715-2 Pack Page 22 of 55 Artide Page 1 of 5
127131341 - ADAKAF - 25468172

MODI 00046483



For Distribution to CPs

Source;
Edition:
Country:
Date;
Page:
Area;

Sunday Times (Main)

UK
Sunday 12, July 2009 
11
1830 sq. cm 

Circulation: ABC 1194485 Weeldy 
BRAD info: page rate £60,690.00, see rate £144.00 
Phone: 020 7782 4000
Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

>durrants

much lo^er" he grinned.
First it was bankers, then 

B4Ps and maybe now it is the 
turn of the pre .̂ In a recession 
we all love someone to blame.
IN THE late 19908, the rather 
dishevelled figure c£ Benjamin 
Pell, a former trainee lawyer, 
could often be spotted around 
London’s Chancery Lane, scoop­
ing up bags erf rabbish out­
side law firms. Inside was pay­
dirt for national newspapers.

Pell, it later emerged, was 
one of the most successful 
story-otters of those years. He 
obtained papers relating to the 
libel case between NeO Hamil­
ton, the former Tory MP, and 
the Harrods owner Mohamed 
al-Fayed; documents showing 
how Jonathan Aitken, the 
fcomer Tory minister, had been 
involved in setting up arms 
deals in Saudi Arabia and even 
Sir Elton John’s enormous bill 
for flowers. Every story came 
out of the bins.

David Leî i, the investiga­
tions editor at The Guardian, is 
reportai to have offered Pell — 
known as “Benji the Binman” 
—£100 on one occaaon and put 
him in touch with a freelance 
journalist who could help Pell 
find markets for future stories.

At the time none of the jour­
nalists, including some from 
The Sunday Times, appeared 
unduly concerned about Pell's 
bm raids.

“The real issue is: should jour­
nalists use information from 
unsavoury sources?" said Le:^ 
in a letter to Press Gazette, the 
trade magazine, in ^ ril 20(S, 
when details of Pell's activities 
were exposecL "The answer is, 
*Yes, if it's true and in the pub­
lic interest; no, if it’s merely 
tittle-tattle acquired with a 
chequebook’.”

This justification was of 
scant help to Pell, who was sub­
sequently convicted on five 
counts of theft from bins.

It was not just rifling 
through rubbish that waf, 
landing the scoops, however. 
Many reporters would use pr 
vate detectives, who could

obtain a wealth of information 
on an individual, much of 
which would be cxairideted con- 
fidetirial. While these private 
detectives were sometimes 
being used far legitimate inves­
tigations in the public interrat, 
they were also used by the 
tabloids to ttawl for stories on 
celebrities.

In 2006 Richard Thomas, 
then the informatkm ccunmis- 
sioner, published a report on 
the unlawful trade in private 
information. What Price 
Privacy?. It included a tariff for 
various categories of informa­
tion. For example, d)taining an 
ex-directory telephone numbar 
cost £75, while a car number-

RRST IT WAS 
BANKERS, THEN 

MPS. MAYBE NOW 
IT IS THE TURN 
iff THE PRESS

plate check to match it to an 
address cost £150.

Six months later Thomas pro­
vided more details of one of his 
team’s cases, Operation Motor- 
man, which had targeted the 
private investigator Stephen 
Whittamore. In a raid on Whit- 
tamore's Hampshire home, 
details of 305 journalists who 
had used the investigator’s serv­
ices between April 2001 and 
March 2003 were found.

According to the report, 
more than 50 Daily Mail journal­
ists had bought material from 
Whittamore on 952 occasions. 
Other newspapers on the list
included the Daily Mirror (681 
transactions) the News of the 
World (228), The Observer (103) 
and The Sunday Times (4).

While Thomas suggested 
that the evidence bolste^ his 
case that those convicted of 
trading unlawftilly in persmial 
information should be 
punished with a two-year jail 
term, his report was fundamen­
tally flawed.

He did not identify which of 
the transuaions mi^t be con­
sidered unlawful and which 
newspapers had public interest 
defences or were requesting 
publidy available information, 
such as electoral roll checks. 
Thomas’s report ended as a 
damp squib a ^  he later had to 
apologise to The Sunday Times 
fOT publishing misleading infor­
mation about the paper.

There was more meat on the 
Goodman and Mulcaire case 
the following year. The pair 
admitted hacking into more 
than 600 messages on the 
mobile phones of royal femily 
aides.

Mulcaire, who ran his emn- 
pany from Sutton, south Lon­
don, also admitted intercepting 
voicemail messages intended 
for Max Clifford, the publicist; 
Sky Andrew, agent of Sol Camp­
bell, the England footballer; 
Gordon Taylor, chairman of the 
Frofossionk FOotbaDeis' Associ­
ation; Simon Hughes, the 
Liberal Democrat MP; arid 31e 
Maepherson, the modeL

Coulson resigned as editor of 
the News of the World. His suc­
cessor, Colin Myler, amducted 
an internal inquiry and subse­
quently told the Pres.s Com-

inanhad deceived News Inter­
national to pay Mulcaire, had 
concealed the sourcing on royal 
stories, and that nobody else 
knew Goodman and Mulcaire 
were tapping phone messages 
for stories.

On Thursday, The Guardian 
amtcadicted News Internation­
al’s account of the affoir but 
produced scant evidence for 
its claims.

The story was picked up with

useful diversion from its own 
woes, since the BBC has faced 
sustained and heavy criticism 
from the press since it released 
the details of the lavish salaries 
and expenses paid to some of 
its senior executives. Those 
disclosures showed that 27 of 
the BBC’s top 50 executives 
were paid mme than the prime 
minister.

Prescott, who believed he 
might have been a victim, 
exploded in a bluster on the 
BBC news. In a letter to Cam­
eron, he wrote: “The claim that 
up to 3,000 people, including 
myself, had their mobile 
phones Tiacked’ on the instruc­
tion of the News of the World 
while being edited by your 
director of conununications, 
Andy Coulson, must be thor­
oughly investigated.”

Yet the suggestion that there 
might be thousands of crimes 
that had never been properly 
investigated was almost imme­
diately dismissed by John Yates 
in his review of the Goodman 
files. Prescott’s phone had nev­
er in fact been hacked. Yates 
said that while there may have 
been hundreds of potential 
targets, only a small number 
had had their phone messages 
compromised. All those people 
had been ojntacted.

A senior source with good 
knowledge of the case said that 
police had categorised those 
targeted by Mulcaire into three 
lists. On the first list, which 
was fewer than 20 people, were 
those whose phones had been 
illegally hacked. This list is 
thought to include Boris John­
son, now the London mayor, a 
senior executive at the BBC, 
and the individuals named in 
the Goodman court case.

On a second list were 40-50 
people. Mulcaire had efotained 
the mobile numbers of these 
individuals, but there was no 
evidence thdr phones had been 
unlawfully tapped. Jowell and 
Sir Ian Blair, Ae former Met

^ e  by the BBC, which led its commissioner, are believed to 
bulletins with it. It provided a
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have been on this list.
On the final list were about 

400-500 people who were possi­
ble targets, but Mulcaire had 
not even obtained their phone 
numbers. This list, referred to 
as the “C” list, is believed to 
have included Prescott.

This account was backed up 
by Andy Hayman yesterdaiy; he 
said the inquiry he heatfed had 
uncovered “several hundred 
names” that had been targeted 
by Mulcaire. “Of these, there 
was a small number — perhaps 
a handful — where there was 
evidence that the phones had 
actually been tampered with,” 
he said.

The source of the confusion 
about the story may lie in a case 
that Tâ dor launched after Good­
man was convicted to seek 
damages for breaches of the 
Data Protection Act.

News International initially 
resisted the claim, so Taylor’s 
lawyers subpoenaed two collec­
tions of files — one relating to 
the police case against Good­
man and Mulcaire; the second 
relating to joumtilists in the 
What Price Privacy? reporL

Taylor’s claim was settled 
when new evidence emerged 
out of the poHce files that anoth­
er News of the World reporter 
knew how Mulcaire was (Stain­
ing some of his information. 
That reporter has since left the 
paper and there is no evidence 
he committed any offence.

News International execu­
tives are not aware of any other 
evidence in the police files that 
show any other News of the 
World journalist was involved 
in commissioning Mulcaire to 
hack phones.

So it appears The Guardian 
may have conflated the Good­
man case files with the alleged 
misdemeanours finm the infor­
mation commissioner’s files, 
which detailed a huge number 
of contacts of journalists with 
private investigators, even if it 
did not outline any specific 
offences. Did a tip about 500 
names on the Met files become

thousands by some extrapola­
tion based on the information 
commissioner’s report? The 
Guardian has stiH not provided 
any documentary evit^ce fa r 
its allegations.

While News of the World 
executives are angry about 
what they consider unfair 
reporting, the disclosures have 
touched a nerve with the 
public. As MPs have discovered 
with their expenses, the 
defence that activities were 
within the law or common 
practice is not always regarded 
as satisftictory.

Newspapers will have to 
mount a robust defence if the 
current system of self-regula­
tion is not overtaken by a 
privacy law. Those conunitted 
to serious investigations will 
argue that they always act in 
the public interest when using 
subterfuge.

Kecent cases include the 
exposure of MPs’ expenses — 
which technically breached 
their rigjht to have their data 
protected — and The Sunday 
Times’s exposure of peers 
accepting cash-for-amend- 
ments in which reporters posed 
as businessmen to gain proof of 
wrongttoing.
STANDING more directly in the 
firing line is Coulson, even if no 
proof emerges of further phone 
hacldng by reporters under his 
editorship. Labour MPs — and 
some Tories — have a whiff of 
blood in their nostrils.

When the scandal first broke 
Cameron’s ̂ kesman declared 
that the Tory leader was 
“relaxed” about the position of 
Coulson. But on Thursday an 
operation was put in place to 
build a wall around Cameron’s 
communications chief “In any 
political scandal the first 24 
hours normally determines 
whether someone survives or 
has to be thrown to the 
wolves,” said a party insider.

The disaffected rigjht wing of 
the party is restless. There is a 
feel^ that there is one rule for 
MPs accused of expenses

fiddling whom Cameron 
regards as “expendable” and 
another rule for members of 
the inner circle. “David Cam­
eron talks about giving Coulson 
a ‘second chance’,” said one 
MP. “Where were the second 
chances for people like Peter 
Viggeis [the MP who tried to 
claitiri for the duck island]?”

Labour are, meanwhile, 
determined to enjoy the Tory 
discomforL

“Initially I was disappointed 
that the police decided not to 
investigate,” ̂ id a special advis­
er to a cabinet minister. “But 
then I slept on it and thought 
that if the police had gone in, 
Coulson would have been out 
within 24 hours. Now we can 
drag this out for months. Each 
day the Tories will be damaged 
just a little more.”

Add itional reporting: 
Jonathan O liver
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when he ĥ teid phoney

i' M Hie mit' purst@ aU„;pato!ilMsli»-gsS'̂ ^̂ News' 
•.'otiheW«rkl|mimall̂  • ■- >..
News l?ilBrnati@iiM.’s 
iBspsns®

hodman, {ps!«̂J'ŝ fe?srs-fourol 
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Sasyrtnietliat mrdrn̂  lmmM.lstsr Osed prtetê -,
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M E  S U N D A Y  T IM E S

R 6 ? E N G E  S H O U L D  M O T

m m ."

.U'T'-r-C'tC' ,xVi; ■% It;.,..

/ '  T <<> i f ' f  >\ '  
“ Ms was a week for w est rereD^Sffie, 
'■ "story that theiiews of the World had 

-T p a ii nearly film  to silence three 
'/  people stting it  over interceptions of 

, the ir mobile phone messages tias 
imleashed a torrent of v itno l across West- 
miastd:..MPs hayebeeah'amng a lenribk tin e  
recendy thanks to revelations in. The Daily 
Tele^apli about their expenses — reyeiations 
acqnkaifor cash and through dubibus means 
Parhamentarians dared not retaliate against 
that oewspaper, h®we¥er, because ¥/hat it  
pu6fisliedwasiiithepab|iciiitererf;. Mowthey 
have a chance to ha¥e a go a** the press rc 
geiierd, and they have seized it  w ith re*jsh 

(There was rhrmge, tno, for those in labcar 
who have not forgiven the Tories for ousting 
the Mo 10 aideDaiuianMcBridefor underhand 
tactics. Here Was a chance to attack David 
Cameron’s spin dpctoi, Andy Cwulson, the 
News ot the WorH'editor when the intercepts 
were said to to te  taken place B f attacking 
h in ij they tyfuM attack the Tory leader.

Then there was the rekso w ith which the 
BBC cowAedtbe story. The corporation has tal - 
ea a pouridiag for executives' Moated saiaries, 
fat expense accounts generous paisions and 
all round orofligacyf It  joined m the kicking of 
the presskthou^ it  is known it  hdS used ques- 
tionaMe.i'oiiriiaEstic'techiilaiies in  *'he past 

-Despite the scbadmfreude'md meirimeiit.
there are serious issues at stake. MPs are 
nmttermg about a pr’vacy law th«t they say 
would protect individuals b iit we believe 
would curb press freedom. We know they tried 
to flout the Freedom of Informatioc Act by 
redactuag GontrovCTsiai pA s of their expens­
es 'Had we relied on the authorised version, 
there would have been no expenses scandal 

The Telegraph paid for that information and 
was right to do so.’Many years ago The Sundhy 
Times paid.Jot. dootJiieAts essential for the 

....................... ...........  " " " ’ Icon-

doaeiD c^hactogpid certainly not^dectron- 
ic 'fehihg expsAtioiistJn search nf 

We AqtJd be dear about tw d 'th ih^ fidyev- 
er Self regulation hA  wbrkai. The Press Com­
plaints CommissjQ.a.proviJs rapid r^e ss  for 
those who believe they have been wronged. 
Without recourse to expensive legal action. 
Journalists and editors Mke it  seaomly:^ 

Furthermore curhi|ig iegitunate inTOstiga- 
tive journalism woiiH'behugSf lamaging. M  
least the govefmient has abandon.^ proposed 
prison sentences for joum ali^s’ iin iier the 
Data Protection Act, providing, there is'a 
public interest defence. I t  is fight that when 
joamallsts overstep the mark they shoidd be 
held accoitntabie, bat if  this fre n ^  leads to 
further restncaons on tae prks, wewM aflbe 
the poorer, knowing aren less* about those 
who seek to govern our lives,  ̂ '
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A free p ress n eed s  
n o  n ew  gu ard ian s

I
A  frow n of deep conce.rn 

furrowed the cabinet minis­
ter’s brow as he stared into my 
eyes and told me that the free- 
doin of the press was dear to 

his heart. But what if the wrongdoings 
of the fourth estate, the buggings and 
the phone-taps of politicians and celebri­
ties, proved to be systemic? In that case 
the gowmment might find it impossi­
ble to restrain the righteotis anger of the 
House of Commons. Statutory regula­
tion of the press could swiftly follow.

His concern for us folks “cirinking" in  
what David Mellor once called “the last 
chance saioon” of newspaper vice may 
have been gemiine. Yet out of nowhere 
some lines about the fate of the oysters 
in  Lewis Carroll's Walrus and the 
Carpenter came into my head; “ T weep 
for you/ the Walrus said; ‘I deeply sym­
pathize.’ W ith sobs and tears he sorted 
out those of the largest size.”

Not a lot of love is lost between politi­
cians and the press these days. All sides 
of the House are s till seething at the 
newspaper revelations about their 
expenses, which have brought down 
upon their heads the wrath of voters 
and angry constituents. Some have lost 
their jobs. Westminster is thirsting for

revenge. The government, which the 
pubic blames for failing to clear up this 
mess long ago, is also at odds with news­
papers which think its time is np.

For many Labour MPs, The Guardi­
an's allegations against Andy Goulson, 
the Tory communications chief and 
fonner News of the World editor, there­
fore came as welcome relief. Coulson is a 
liglitning rod for a series of discontents. 
His scalp, so precious to the Conserva­
tive leader, David Cameron, would be 
quite a trophy for Labour. It would also 
be a How to their most-hated enemy, 
George Osborne, the shadow chancelor, 
who recommended Coulson for the job 
despite being the victim of a lurid story 
himself in the News of the World.

Lazy comparisons are made between 
Cameron’s man and Tony Blair's spin- 
doctor, Alastair Campbell, as both were 
I'oumalists. But Coulson was an ambi­
tions executive; Campbell a tribally 
Labour columnist with strongly defined 
politics. Although Conservative by 
instinct, Coulson is less interested in pol­
icy than giving technical advice. He w ill 
typically offer the Tory leader sugges­
tions about the soundbite that w ill 
catch the attention of the 10 o’clock tele­
vision news. As an. Essex man and a 
state school boy, Coulson also helps 
Cameron keep in touch w ith the non­
metropolitan voters beyond Netting 
H ill But that's about as fax as it  goes.

The Conservative leader values Coul- 
son for Ms professional competence. 
“Campbell's temperament was Celtic, 
prone to extremes of emotion,’’ says a 
shadow cabinet meraber, “Andy is a cool­
er customer whether the press is good or 
bad.” He is part of a team, not a lone star. 
Steve Hilton develops Tory strategy — 
the brand, as it is called — through 
rhetoric and policy wMle Ed Llewellyn, 
an old. Etonian chum of Cameron, is 
chief of staff.

Co-ulson has chopped no shadow 
cabinet minister off at the knees, yet, 
and he is disappointingly respectable,

whereas Campbell once wrote porno­
graphy. But that is the way of Fleet 
Street. When I started out in  this 
business, the wife-swappers could be 
found at the arch-Conservative broad­
sheet, The Daily Telegraph.

Still smartiiig from the loss of Gordon 
Brown’s press adviser, Damian 
McBride, after the exposure of Ms “black 
ops”. No 10 wants to take Goafeon out. 
Peter Mandels-on, John Prescott and 
Campbell himself went premattirely for 
the jugular before waiting to see how 
the story ran. The Tories have stuck to 
two lines that have held: Coulson 
resigned his editorship after wrongdo­
ing occurred on his watch but he has 
subsequently committed no sins of omis­
sion or commisaon.

That said, the Tories should mind 
their language. Cameron should not

■TO L IS T E N  T O  S O M E , 

Y O U ’D  T H IN K  T H E  

V IR G IN IT Y  O F  T H E  

P R E S S  H A O  J U S T  

B E E N  V IO L A T E D ’

have said he was “relaxed” about the alle­
gations — that sounds like vintage Man- 
delson and Blair, circa 1995-97. The 
public is not relaxed about unreasonable 
breaches of privacy in  the lives of celebri­
ties and ordinary folk. The Conservative 
leader has to take the conduct of Ms 
inner circle most seriously: the voters 
are understandably tired of slimy cabals 
and spin. A ll presi ’

B
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Bernard Ingham “span” for Margaret 
Thatcher have attracted odium. Coulson 
will have to work doubly hard to avoid 
their fete. He knows he can't afford to be 
“the story” for long.

MPs will be watching carefully. Are 
the press in general vulnerable? Bed top 
intrusions into the private lives of celet 
rities have never been popular. Juries in 
libel actions used to award eye-watering 
damages until the tabloids started clean­
ing up their act. But recent polling 
evidence shows that the stock of broad­
sheet papers, like this one, is high — 
higher than that of the BBC.

The Sunday Times — whose parent 
company is News International, also 
owners of the News of the World — has 
long specialised in stories expoang polit­
ical corruption. The Daily Telegraph’s 
gamble on publishing the records of 
MPs, grained by underhand means, has 
also vindicated the role of a hard-nosed 
press. Ultimately that paper was relying 
on public sentiment for protection. If 
juries think reporters have exposed 
wrongdoing, they may forgive the news­
paper the means by which it exposed it. 
But it's a fine line.

The vices of newspapers are more 
akin to those of bankers than of MPs. 
Ferocious competition, a desire to sell 
more papers through scoops, drives us 
on. As with the City, some absurd risks 
have been taken. At one time it seemed 
that every investigative reporter was try­
ing to break into Buckingham Palace to 
prove that security there needed tighten­
ing. Yet it would be wrong to impose 
more restraints on British newspapers 
already shackled by some of the inost 
ferocious libel laws in  the free world.

To listen to some commentators you 
would also think the virginity of the 
press had just been violated. Back in the 
1970s it wasn’t just the prurient press 
that relied on odd methods. The prig 
press, too, were in receipt of the stolen 
goods of politically motivated burglaries. 
My own fether's office — he was a tough 
free enterprise campaigner—was turned 
over a couple of times and they weren’t 
after the petty cash. Yet not so long ago, 
the youthful privacy of Princes Willimn 
and Harry was respected by all papers.

The state, too, was formerly more out­
rageous in its illegal activities. Then it 
was malign, now it is usually bungling. 
Peter Wright of MIS admitted “bugging 
and burglaiing his way across London”.

This made some people very paranoid. I 
remember my father having conversa­
tions with Colonel David Stirling, found­
er of the SAS, who had plans to keep the 
power stations running in the event of a 
general strike. He suspected the govern­
ment was tapping his phone. When 
clicks on the line occurred, my mischie­
vous fether would intone Mlamily: “Suc­
cess is assured. Tony Wedgwood Berm is 
with us in the plot”

There is a curious symmetry between 
the plight of backbench MPs and journal­
ists. The government is seeking to 
impose stiff bureaucratic regulation on 
the Commons through its proposed 
Independent Parhamentary Standards 
Authority. Yet most of the poUticians’ 
worst abuses can be corrected by the 
proper appUcation of the Freedom of 
Information Act As long as we know for 
what MPs are claiming, we can be 
satisfied that the system is clean. And as 
long as the voters know how MPs get 
extra income, they can make up their 
own minds on their conduct.

Our legislators should not be gov­
erned by new laws and commissions 
that curtail their freedoms: like newspa­
pers, they have to observe the old ones. 
Frarik Field, the most upright man in 
parliament, resists this supervision; his 
colleague Denis MacShane dubs such a 
body an Iranian-style “Council of Guardi­
ans”. A Coimcil of Guardians for newspa­
pers, too, would be a step back for 
freedom. One Guardian is enough.
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P e t e r  P r e s t o n  
P r e s s  a n d  B r o a d c a s t in g

It's bad... but the 
watchdog has

T his is “one of the most signifi­
cant media stories of modem 
times", says Andrew Neil, 
once a Murdoch henchman 

but now best beloved by the brothers 
Barclay. Shame on the House of Rupert! 
And look, here’s the most significant 
political story of modem times, featur­
ing MPs and their sleazy expenses, as 
ecposed by the Barclay  ̂T deg raph . 
Press beh^our horror and a triumph 
of investigatory zeal -  with one hell of a 
grey area in between.

Why did the T im e s and the S a n  both 
turn down the shadowy middleman 
who offered them an illicit computer 
disc of Parliament's darkest secrets for 
a mere £300,000? Nobody involved 
has ever explained directly, but let’s say 
lawyers talking theft, privacy and data 
protection Avere loud in the decision­
making process. Let's also say that, after 
the hammering News International 
took when Andy Coulson resigned as 
editor of the N e w s o fth e  W o rld , Wap- 
ping was being super-carefuL 

That turned out a bad call; the 
public interest in what the disc 
revealed proved so great that nobody 
-  bar Speaker Martin for about five 
benighted seconds -  thought of calling 
in the Yard. But now, wdth hundred^

goingon supposed thousands, of hack- 
ingtelephone calls and similar stunts to 
consider, the boot is on a different foot.

MPs have a chance to vent spleen -  
and go to it with a will. Labour ftiithfiil 
anxious to knock some away some of 
David Cameron's saintly aura have his 
spinmeister Coulson in their si^ts. 
Critics of the Press Complaints Com- 
misuon see their target clear again. 
Murdoch foes across the Atlantic are 
hinging themselves at the prospect of 
his Dow Jones CEO, Les Hinton, hav­
ing to troop back to Westminster and 
explain why he didn’t mention a mil­
lion or so in secret payments to some 
of those who were bugged. Celebrities 
summon eager solicitors. It's a six-ring 
circus of wrath, calculation and axe­
grinding gaining portent as it goes.

But should newspapers -  or anyone 
-  employ seedy private eyes to hack out 
information that rigfady belongs to us 
alone? Of course not Forget PCC codes, 
telephone hacking has been illegal for 
almost a decade. Clive Goodman of the 
N ew s o f  th e  W o rld  and the dodgy detec­
tive who fed him royal titbits both went 
to prison. There’s no reason why future 
transgressors shouldn't hear heavy 
doors slam behind them, too.
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what isn’t quite clear enough yet, 
though, is the timing of transgressions 
past as they affect Coulson when he 
was deputy editor of the N ew s o fth e  
W o rld  (to Rebekah Wade), then editor 
-  appointments stretchiiig from2003 
to January 2007. If (as Nick Davies in 
his pm^ent G u a rd ia n  exclusive claims) 
hacking was commonplace in the 
newsroom of the time, with Goodman 
far from an isolated case, thar Coulson 
seems either a fool or a knave; and Hin­
ton, who vowed Goodman was a soli­
tary case, is in much the same plight.

Yet something’s missing here. It isn’t
news that Fleet Street fished in murky 
electronic waters. On 10 May 2006, 
Richard Thomas, the Information 
Commissioner, published a thunder­
ous report called “What Price Privacy 
Now?” where he warned of gross 
media intrusions. Six months later, he 
followed through with a second report 
that provided the ntunber of transac­
tions with private eye intermediaries 
“positively identified” by his office.

Score 952 for th e  D a ily  M a il,  8 0 2  for 
the S u n d ay  Peop le , 681 for the D a ily

M ir r o r , 266 for the M a il on  S u n d ay  
and only 182 for Coulson’s N e w s o f  the  
W o rld  (a mere 19 reporters initially 
identified, as opposed to 58 on the 
M a il) . But don’t forget, either, that the 
O bse rve r, S u n d ay  T im es and many more 
titles, including W om an 's O w n , were 
also in the frame

There are crucial details here The 
Regulation of Investigatory Powers 
Act 2000 has no possible public inter­
est defence appended, while the Data 
Protection Act -  covering hacking into
a computer, for instance, as well as gen­
erally “blagging” information by deceit 
-  has a public interest element that can 
be pleaded in court There’s a practi­
cal difference, too, between blagging 
the telephone ntunber of someone a 
reporter needs to interview for defined 
investigatory purpose and recording 
calls to a celebrity's mobile as part of a 
general trawL

Some Scotland Yard somces

who talked to the G u a rd ia n  about 
“thousands” of this or that may have 
been mixing their hacks and blags 
(which would be different cases under 
different acts). Some transactions 
featuring Glenn Mulcaire, the inves­
tigator who went to jail, must have 
fallen in both categories, too. And since 
Mulcaire, like others in his line of busi­
ness, took orders for and wide, some 
of the other papers on the information 
commissioner’s listwere probably 
ordering hacks as well

So this isn’t just pain for News Inter­
national, and you’d have thought the 
select committee and the PCC would 
have realised as much as they heard 
those reassurances from Hinton and 
Coulson. They need to ask why they 
themselves se^ed oblivious to the 
Information Commission’s evidence.

But when the PCC issued its 
amplified warning after Goodman, it 
did succeed in scrapping the hacki 
Self-regulation worked. Scotland Yard, 
which gathered the evidence that 
convicted Goodman and Mulcaire, 
does not seem inclined to ptish further. 
Unlike the hnost significant politi­
cal story of modem times”, acts were 
mostly cleaned up after an awful warn­
ing, rather than too late.

Don’t sell the shabby dealings and 
evasions of aU this short -  but don’t 
rock with melodramatic horror, either.
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THE OKBW ER PMJFILE by James Robinson

R e b e k a h  W a d e  

R e d -to p  s tu n n e r  

p la y s  a  b lin d e r
N e v e r  o n e  t o  b a c k  d o w n  f r o m  a  c h a U e n g e ^  t h e  S u n  e d i t o r  ̂ e s  h e r  b ig g e s t  

t e s t  y e t  -  t a k in g  t h e  h e lm  o f  N e w s  I n te r n a t io n a l a m id  a lle g a t io n s  o f  

p h o n e - t e p p n g  I n v o lv in g  t h e  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r ld ,  w h ic h  s h e  o n c e  e d ite d

S ay what you like about Sun edi­
tor Reb^ah Wade (and many 
people do), but she cannot be 
accused of lacking front On 
Wednesday night Wade, 41, who 

wili become chief estecutive of the paper's 
parent company News International in 
Sqjtemboi had just read revelations that 
may yet provoke one of the biggest crises 
of her Ottering career. The G u a rd ia n  
disclosed that the company had secretly 
paid £lm to several prominent figures, 
including PFA chairman Gordon Taylor, 
who had been victims of a phone-tapping 
s t in g  at the N ew s o f  the  W orld , the paper 
she edited before her boss Rupert Mur­
doch handed her the Sun  job in2003.

If Wade was worried, Imwever, guests 
at the Victoria & Albert museum, where 
publisher HarperCollins, also part of 
the Murdoch empire was throwing its 
amiual summer party, could not discern

it “She was ebull tent;" said one attendee, 
who watched Wade power-network her 
way arotmd the atrium of the museum, 
deffly steeriî  her fun-loving husband 
Charlie Brooks, whom she married last 
month, away from inquiring journalists. 
“You would not dream that there had 
been a crisis going on two hours earlier.” 

The G u a rd ia n  story has placed the 
methods used by tabloid journalists in 
general, and N o W  reporters in particular, 
under die sort of scrutiny the Murdoch 
press usually resaves for others. Wade 
has achieved a long-held ambition by 
being appointed to run News Interna­
tiona which also owns the T im e s and 
its Sunday sister title, a promotion tiiat 
confirmed her status as one of Murdoch’s 
favourites. But it will now fall to her to 
ensure the group is not damaged by the 
controversy, which has already prompted

committee of MPs to reopen investiga-
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tions into the way the N o W operates.

T he signs are that Wade will carry 
out the task with relish, employing 
the j^ressive, in-your-fece tac­

tics that have kept the Sun the country's 
biggest-seUing daily paper, witha circula­
tion of 3m. Afer days of silence fix»m NI, 
Wade wrote to John Whittingdale, the 
Conservative MP who chairs the Com­
mons culture and sport select committee, 
respondingto his demand that Ml execu­
tives attend a hearing this week that will 
investigate the Guanfian's claims. “The 
G u a rd ia n  coverage, we believe, has sub­
stantially and likely deliberatdy misled 
die British public," she declared. The 
G u a rd ia n  said it was pleased the com­
pany had confirmed its out-of-court 
settlement with Taylor

The allegations of journalistic mal­
practice had emerged previously, how­
ever. In 2007 former N o W  royal editor 
Clive Goodman was jailed for illegally 
obtaininginformation, as was Glenn Mul- 
caire, a private investigator who worked 
for him and was on the paper's payroll. 
Its editor, Andy Coulson, installed in 
the top job when Wade left the N o W , 
resigned immediately and the company 
drew a line imder the afiair. It has always 
insisted Goodman was acting alone and 
without the knowledge of executives.

The fresh revelations suggested that 
the illegal procurementof data was more 
widespread than originally believed, 
and threatened to blow the whole a ffa ir 
open again as Wade prepares to take up 
her new role. Worst of all, it was claimed 
that journalists were engaged in illegal 
activity while Wade was N o W  editor. 
While she may have dî uised it well at 
lastweeks party, Wade was aggrieved by 
the suggestion that her inexorable rise 
throu^ the company was in jeopardy. 
“This is ridiculous," she is said to have 
told a colleague. Staff at the Sun reported 
her to be “finious”.

Whatever happens, few doubt that 
Wade will still be in situ. “News Inter­
national will go down before Rebekah 
does," says a friend. Since deciding to 
become a journalist at the age of 14, Wade 
has sin^e-mindedly pursued that ambi­
tion, worldnginlocalpapersand, briefly, 
at a French magazine in Paris, before

landing a job as a secretary at the N o  W . 
She joined the paper's features desk and 
impressed Colleagues and bosses with 
her flair and work ethic.

In 1997, Wade went to the House of 
Commons to see Tory MP Jerry Hayes 
and tellhimtheJVoWwasaboutto inform 
its readers he was twO-timing his wife 
with an 18-year-old gay lofvec She deliv­
ered the news in such a straî tforward, 
sympathetic manner that Hayes later 
phoned the newspaper to thank her for 
the way in which ̂ e had handled it

In the decade or so since, she has lost 
none of her people skills, t̂hough she 
now tends to use them on figures who 
wield far more power than baclhaich 
Tory MPs. The Sun may not be as influ­
ential as it once was, but its editors are

still feted by politicians and celebrities. 
Wade is a regular visitor to Chequers, the 
prime minister's country retreat, and has 
befiiendal Sarah Brown. At ha- wedding 
to Brooks, a small private ceremony at St 
Bride’s -  the “journalists’ church" -  on 
London’s Fleet Street, followed by a star- 
studded party in the Cotswold% there were 
more contacts than friends, according to 
guests, althou^ there appears to be little 
distinction between the two. Flower girls 
and bridesmaids at her weddingwere said 
to include Jeremy Clarkson’s daughters 
and ElisabethMindoch’syouî girls.

Wade’s most powerful contact of 
all, her boss Rupert Murdoch, is said 
to regard her as a surrogate daughter. 
The pair are even said to go for morn­
ing swims together when Murdoch is in 
London. And when Wade was arrested in 
2005 for alleged assault following a row 
withher then-hu^and Boss Kemp, Mur- 
do ch reputedly sent a designer suit to the 
police station so that Wade would look 
her best were she to be hauled before a 
judge. No charges were brought

Mimdoch’safection for W^e seems to 
run deep. He once teacaed to news that a 
semop had been landed by the D a ify  M ir ­
ro r , the Sun's bi^est rival, by phonii^ 
Les Hinton, the former News Interna­
tional (fliairman, and asking “Is she all 
right?” Others might have bear hauled 
before management; but then no one can 
cjuestion Wade’s Icjyalty to die company, 
and that is a quality Murdocdi is known 
to respect “Why on earth did you leave
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News Intemationai?” Wade once adeed a 
Jonmaiist in amazement, as if  life outside 
Wapping'was inconceivable.

Wade’s fury and despair at missing a 
story can be keenly felt by stal^ a trait that 
Murdoch mayalso admire. She once air­
ily recalled coming into work and throw­
ing a heavy object, possibly an ashtray.at 
thenewsdeskwhen the M irror published 
a particularly impressive exclusive. That 
singularity of purpose, allied to her thinly 

" disguised ambition, means'Aat Wade has 
not always endeared herself to employ­
ees. Her liftstyle, which includes flyingto 
Monaco for dinner, accordingto a recent 
interview given by her new husband to 
Tader, may help to explain that

One former San reporter recalls that 
she was rarely on the newsroom floor, 
and could walk from one end to the other 
without acknowledging stafli He makes 
more serious aflegations about her habit 
o f toning down stories w ritten about 
celebrity friends, although that cannot 
be proven and other editors sometimes 
act to protect cherished contacts.

In  her new role, Wade is effectively 
replacing Hinton, who ran Murdoch’s 
newspaper arm for a decade, although 
she w ill not take on all his duties. Mur­
doch's youngest son, James, has been 
raiming the titles since December 2007,

,, when Hinton left, in add ition to his duties 
J as chairman and chief executive of News 

'' Corporation in Europe and Asia. Hinton 
is now ensconced in a different part of the 
Murdoch empire, running Dow Jones, 
which owns the Wall Street Journal, but 
his presence has been missed in London. 
Some claim that the fallout from theiVo W 
Max Mosley episode, which resulted in 
an unprecedented privacy victory for the 
Fommla One boss, may have been han­
dled better had Hinton been around.

A s chief executive, Wade w ill be 
faced with, some tough decisions 
and may need to be cosseted dur­

ing her first few months in charge. News­
papers are facing an imcertain fiiture, and 
executives, including Murdoch himself, 
are txjmgto work out how to make papers 
pay at a time when readers are migrating 
to the intemeL There is talk about asking 
readers to pay for content currently avail­
able for free online, but few dues about

how they m i^ t be persuaded to do so.
Wade w ill not chair the regular com­

mercial meetings each title  holds, at 
which key strategic decision are taken, 
and M'urdoch Jr has been at pains to 
point out that he w ill remain a “very 
hands-on.” chairman. She -will also be 
required to referee spats between the 
papers’ commerdal and editorial depart- 
menls, and resolve altercations between 
titles, but it is the ambassadorial role at 
which she is likeiy to'excel Like Hinton, 
she w ill be expected to smooth the feath­
ers of the rich and powerful whenever 
they are atthe wrong end of a story.

As if  to underline her metamorpho­
sis from journalist to executive, Wade 
w ill assume her married name when 
she takes up her executive role on 1 Sep­
tember and is in the process of chang­
ing her driving licence and passport to 
become Mrs Brooks, Her reaction to the 
crisis engulfing the ne-wspaper empire 
of ■which she has been placed in charge, 
however, reflects a simple truth. She may 
have a new name and a new job, but she 
is still the same old Rebekab.

TH E  W ADE 
LOW DO W N
-I L f ' ’>' , r
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' A a ttfi^^ 'S h e 'sg o o e ia t  ̂
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the government changed the <aw.
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■charge .^de.laterdisrnissed the inddent 
as an argument that got out of handl ■ ’

■Wfatshesajs . ■ ■ , ,
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W e  h a v e  d e b a s e d  t h e  c r a f t  o f  j o u r n a l i s m  a n d  n o w  i t ’s  u p  t o  u s

t o  s o r t  o u t  t h e  m e s s
THE CTHICS 
m J«H1 LLOYD 
BIRECT®! OF M U m A L t^

T alk  to any tabloid 
reporter prepared 
to be frank about 
Ms trade -  as I did 
before writing this 
piece -  and he or she 
w ill tell, you this: tliat 

it was and is cominon for journal­
ists on these papers to pay officiab, 
poli.ee and civE servants for Inforina- 
tion; that culling private information 
from phone records, DHSS files and
police data banks was routine; that 
“blagging" informadon on the phone 
by pretending to be the person about 
whom you wished to get info rmation, 
and “hacking" into mobile networks 
to eavesdrop on conversations, 
was increasingly part of the reper­
toire; that private detective agencies 
would have tariffs of what informa­
tion was worth -  Mgh for celebrities, 
low (relatively) for nobodies.

Ask them if the senior executives, 
indading the editor, didn't know, 
and you invite ridicule. The former 
tabloid reporter I spoke to, who had 

\  freelanced on the News of the Worid 
J  and worked on the staff of another

tabloid, said that if you didn’t use these 
techniques, you were regarded as inef­
fectual by the bosses. Not to do so 
meant loss of status -  even of the job. 
My acquaintance said it was ro mine, it 
was accepted, it was just what we did.

What we do, some of us journal­
ists, is to pay (bribe is more accurate) 
people to release to us information 
with wMcIi they have been entrusted 
which is no t, an.d in many cases sho uld 
never be, in the public arena. What we 
do k to use this informa don to paint 
a picture of an individual, often to Ms 
or her discredit, with information they 
had thought private and which they 
did not know was being accessed.

We journalists make the case for 
our trade on tMs basis: that we hold 
power to account. That we both 
cover the routines of democratic life 
“  from parish councils to Downing 
Street -  and that we investigate what 
seems to be wrong; chief among that,

breaches of human rights.
Yetwhatwe do -what Nick Davies's 

revelations in the Guardian tells us 
members of our trade do, routinely 
-  is to breach human and. civil rights 
in  the most basic fasMon. We have 
done the opposite of holding power 
to account. We have used our power 
to invade privacy. In so doing, our 
craft has been debased.

We have a pubttc.interest defence, 
practically enshrined in  law. Under 
that defence, the bending or break­
ing of the law may be winked at if, as 
a result of investigation or revelation, 
a pubfic good is done. The contempo­
rary case is that of the disk bought by 
the Daily Telegraph which contaiD.ed 
details of MPs’ expenses. Common 
sense tells us that the disk was stolen 
at some point, an.d that to trade in it 
was a felony. But no enquiries will be 
made. It’s a kind of ro u ^  justice: the 
civiian equivalent of “a fair cop”.

But most of these investigations, 
we may be sure, had no such defence. 
The people on whom the enquir­
ies focused were largely sports stars 
or celebrities. Th.e politicians whose 
phones may have been bugged were 
in the reporters’ sights because of 
personal scandals.

The News of the World and News 
International had, two years ago, 
sought to contain this issue: it declared 
that phone hacking was confined to 
one reporter and one private inves­
tigator -  rogues, working without th.e 
knowledge of the executives or the 
editor. That, it appears, was Mse.

We have seen a partly-vemi House 
of Co,iiiiiions being given a roast­
ing -  and taking steps to reform. The 
Journalists’ trade must have its roast­
ing too -  and must reform. That is the 
responsibility, in thefirstplace, ofjour- 
naHsts themselves. We miKt develop, 
perhaps through a reformed Press 
Compiainte CommissiQD. a proactive 
institution wMchboth protects an.d 
raises the standard of the necessary 
trade of joumafism. For, like MPs, we 
axe necessary to a free society. And 
when we pollute that freedom., we 
have to clean up the mess.
John Uoyd is a contributing editor to

the Financial Times, and director of 
pumalism at the Reuters Institute for 
the Study ofjoumalism. He has also 
been editor of the New Statesman
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Tapping into hypocrisy
M m i  m m

( )

m

S o HE lews of fc  World tnaf 
have been. inyolYed in  the 
widespread tapping of 
celebrities’phones. Wei, I 
suppose that’s shocking 

in a way. Hacking into people’s 
voicemail to listen to their private 

’ communicatioiis is pretty shoddy - 
if  not ilegal. But so is breaking into 

jthe ir hotel rooms and hiding in 
.'th e ir wardrobes, in the hope you 

w ill catch them in flagrante. Or act­
ively encouraging them to commit 
an illegal act so you can expose 
their cfiminalily.

We afl know tabloid jonmaliste 
use dubious tactics to get their ex­
clusives, don’t  we? When a news­
paper expises a priest as a cocaine- 
snorting, cross-dressing fether-of- 
tliree, we don’t imagine he rang 
lliem up and told them because he 
wanted to get it off Ms chest We 
know they staked out his house, 
peered through his window or 
raked through Ms rubbish, So why 
are we now aJl throwing np our 
hands in horror?

The issue of phone-tapping isn’t 
new We had it with Camilagate 
and Squidgygate In the early 
1990s (both of these were recorded 
by tMrd parties and then passed on 
to newspapers). Back then, the

EifiSfi Complaints CamiaMsimi 
made it  clear the transcripts 
shouldn’t  have been published, but 
it  .did nothing to stop it  happening 
again.

Nor is the feet joumaliste ferm 
out flie ir dirty work to private in­
vestigators exactly a revelation: 
more than a year before Mo Wroyal 
reporter Clive Goodman was jailed 
for hacking into mobile phones 
used by royal aides, private invest­
igator Stephen WMttamore was 
charged in connection with the sale 
of confidential mfermation about 
celebrities to newspapers. During 
the course of their inquiries, de­
tectives found records of13,000 re­
quests & r information from 20 na­
tional newspapers. The process is a 
bit like Britain outsourcing its tor­
ture: it  giv« journalists access to 
the information they need, while 
aflo wing them to turn a bind eye to 
the methods used to extract i t

No, the most shockiiig aspect of 
the story is not the alleged wide­
spread tapping of phones, but the 
hypocrisy it  has exposed on the part 
of almost everyone involved. First 
up against the wafl is, of course, the 
JVb W, which, it  Is alleged, tried to 
cover up its own transgressions by 
buying its victims’ silence with 
large out-of-court settlements, 
wMe contmuing to dte the need 
tor transparency as justification for 
its own vicious exposes.

Then there are the journalists 
and politicians who axe behaving 
like ingeimes even though they are 
ah wel acquainted with the sleazy 
compromises and petty trade-offs 
on which their worlds turn.

The celebrities are more or less 
blame-flree -  the likes of Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Nigella Lawson have 
every right to feel aggrieved if  their 
phones were being tapped for no 
other reason than that one of them 
has a cMld and the other cooks

while sucHng herfingeis in a sug­
gestive m aimer. But there are other 
celebrities, and even the odd royal, 
who have used journalism’s pen­
chant for leaks to shore up their 
own reputations or damage other 
people’s. And there is something 
distasteful about the sight of Max 
Clifibrd, splnmeister and orches- 
trator of many a tabloid spread, 
taking centre stage to complain 
about having Ms privacy invaded.

I’m sure the Metropolitan Police 
have a bona fide reason for not pur­
suing the phone-tapping allega­
tions, but it  is not unknown ifor po­
lice officers themselves to be 
involved in passing on in&nnation 
from the Police National Computer 
thus helpfully eliminatiiig the need 
for a private investigator. And the 
general pubBc isn’t  entirely inno­
cent either, since its outrage to­
wards seedy journalistic practices 
s«ms to increase in direct propor- 
tio ii to its appetite for the kind of 
stories such practices produce.

Even The Guardian is being 
sightly disingenoons. While I ’m 
sure the newspaper is not being hy­
pocritical in the most obvious sense 
(I doubt it has ever gone on a fish­
ing expedition that involves hack­
ing into celebrities’ voicemails), it 
seems like^f it has a poMcal as well 
as an etMcal axe to grind. TMs 
story, after all, is not really about a 
bimdi of hacks conforming to type; 
it’s about the future of No W editor 
turned Tory spin doctor Andy 
Coulson, and what Ms potential 
downfall might mean for David 
Cameron.

Whatever its motives, I think The 
Guardian ought to tMnk very care­
fully about the consequences of its 
story for the ftiture of its particular 
brand of writing. Already there 
have been calls tor legislation to
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bring in prison sentences for re­
porters found guilty of obtaining 
information illegally: a move 
which would kill investigative 
journalism stone dead.

The truth is that -  since few 
people come out and admit to cor­
ruption -  a d^ee of subterfuge is 
vital in uncovering wrongdoing. 
The kind of crackdowns being 
called for by some parliamentari­
ans would have put paid to UieMPs’ 
expenses story (as die information 
came from stolen documents) and 
many other important exdusives.

What we need, if we want journ­
alism to improve, is not a blanket 
ban on particular investigative 
techniques, but more discussion of 
what is and what absolutely isn’t in
the public interest Although Tm 
not personally sure phone-tapping 
could ever be justified, tiie real 
question is not so much “Should 
reporters be jailed for it?” but “Is 
the story they are working on im­
portant enough to warrant push­
ing the ethical boundaries?” If it 
involves the prime minister of a 
European country cavorting with a 
harem of teenage girls when he 
should be attending a G8 summit 
then the answer might well be yes. 
If  on the other hand, it involves 
a dizzy socialite, a botched Botox 
job and a dalliance with an 
Arabian prince, then it is a very 
definite no.

danigaraveffi ®  scotlandonsund^.com

i i
The truth is, a 
degree of 
subterfuge is vital 
in uncovering 
wrongdoing

9 9
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P re s s  Com plaints Com m ission

‘A burning indignation towards 
peopie who abuse power’

With his story on bugs in high places, Nick Davies picks a fight with the big boys. By Matthew Bell

T  h e b i^ p st stories o f recent 
tim e s h a v e a ll m ad e th e  
sam e d is p ir it^  revelation  
-  those w e think o f  as m oral 
figureh ead s are n ot q u ite  

asw di-intentioned as w e thougjit 
First it w as bankers, thenM Ps, 
and now , w ith  alm ost Sw iss 
tim h ^ , th e press.

It's not the first tim e the 
Fourth E state has com e  
u n d er su ch  scru tin y  -  
o n ly  la s t  y ea r  N ick  
D a v ie s  p u b lish ed  h is  
b o o k  Flat Earth News, 
w h ich  lev ied  a barrage 
o f  criticism  c^painst m o ^  
am new spaperjoum ai- 
ism , claim ing it w as in­
stitu tio n a lly  corru pt,

; self-p rotectin g and rid­
’ d ied  w ith  “feIsehood,dis-

') tortion  and propaganda”.
So it w as no surprise to  find  
D a v ie s’s b y lin e  o v er  The 
Guar<£an’s story, on  b u g g ii^  
at N ew s In tern ation al, as it 
b rok e on  th eir w eb site  o n  
W ednesday evening.

A ninvest^ tivejoxjm al- 
is t w ith  m ore th an  30  
years’ ex p erien ce, 
and n o w  56,
Davieshas
f., 1 .
filled  an am bition to  b ecom e an inves­
tigative reporto' first kindled w h a i he 
h eard  o f  N ix o n ’s resig n a tio n  at th e  
hands ofW oodward and Bernstein. H e 
w a s th en  w ork in g as a stab le-h an d , 
shortly after graduating firom O xfcrd  
w ith  a PPE degree in 1974.

But h is d esire to bring to  ju stice  
th ose w ho ab use their p o sitio n s  

began m uch earlier. A s a ch ild

D avies w as en ergetic and talk­
ative, and, as a con seq u en ce, 
h e says, w as h it a lo t by adults 
at h om e and at sc h o o l “It le ft 
m e w ith  a b u rn in g in d ign a­
tion towards p eop le w ho have 

pow er and abuse it,” h e says. 
“A s it turns ou t I have a job that 
in v o lv es ex p o sin g  p eo p le  in  
power."

H edidn’t like school, and says 
h e “z ig z a ^ e d  b etw een  sta te  
andprivate sch ool in  the south­
ea st o f  E n glan d ._. T h e k id s at 
th e  sta te  sch o o ls th ou gh t you  

w ere  p o sh  and  a t th e p rivate  
sch ools tiieyth ough tyou  w ere an  

oik”. B ut e v a i th is had  its u psid e, 
as h e says h e now  fe d s  ccanfortable 
talking to  anybody.

H is journalistic career began  
w ith  a p la ce o n  th e M irror’s 

hrim ^  schem e in Plymouth.
Tw o years later h e m soval 

to L on don  to  jo in  the 
Sunday Pec^, then  
a h eavyw eigh t in­
v e s t it iv e  n ew ^ a - 

per, but d ie  tabloid  cul­
ture, w h ich  D avies re­
calls as “bullying”, did­
n’t su it him, ard h e fled  
to the Evening Stan­
dard, and th e  Lon­
doner’s  D iary gos­
sip  co lu m a A year 

k tei; diary editor 
P eter C ole le ft  
to  b eco m e  

new s ed itor  
at The 
Guardian 

and D a v ies  
w en t to o , ar­
riv in g in  July

1979, o n  th e  
sa m e day as 
A lanR u^rid- 
ger, n o w  th e  
paper’s  editor- 

in -ch ief. H e stayed  as a rep orter for 
fiv e  years, b u t le ft after a fe llin g  ou t 
w ith  then  ed itor Peter P re sto a  “I fd t  
they w ere b ein g w eak-kneed and they  
fe lt I w as b olsh y  and d ifficu lt,” h e ex ­
p la in s. H e th en  jo in ed  The Observer 
for a tw o-year stin t as hom e aflfeurs cor­
resp on d en t T h e m a n r iig  ed itor w as 
M agnus L in k la tet w h o to o k  h im  to  
R obertM axw eil’sIon d on D oifyN cw s 
inl986^ m akinghim  ch ief feature w ritet 
W hen that fo ld ed  a year la ter h e  le ft 
for A m erica w ith  h is p a rtn et w h ere  
h e  w rote h is first book, WhiteLies, th e  
s t o y  o f  the wrcaig ccaivicticxi o f  a black 
janitor for a w h ite  girl’s  m urder  

In 1989 h e returned to  E n ^ and  and 
sign ed  a fireelance con tract w ith  The 
Guardian, to  w rite 18 stories per year 
“or th e equivalent in  tim e and effort”.

1 felt they were being 
weak-kneed, they felt I 
was being bolshy’

A lthou gh  h e  n ever h as to  com e in to  
th e office; D avies says The Guardian 
is  a c iv ilised  p lace to  w ork. “N obod y  
interferes, p eo p le  dcxi’t sh o u t at you, 
it’s  all tCTribly c iv ilised . A t oth er pa­
p ers there is  this in ten se p ressu re to  
get exclusive stories. TheSundoyT&nes 
and th e Daily Mail led  th e  w ay w ith  
the u se o f  dark arts. But The Guardian

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapersj. CLA (magazinssl or other copyright owner. No further copying (including 
printing of digital cuttings), digital raproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licance from the copyright owner.

B8715-a
127129275 - ADAKAF ■

Pack Page 3 of ̂ Artide Page 1 of 3
25467714

MODI 00046500



For Distribution to CPs

Pnaa Compl4li>t« Commimtian

Source: Independent on Sunday, The (Main)
Edition:
Country: UK
□ate: Sunday 12, July 2009
Page: 80
Area: 768 sq. cm
Circulation: ABC 167456 Weekly
BRAD info: page rate £8,570.00, see rate £42.00
Phone: 020 7005 2000
Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

>durrants

(

is  a sortofw ell-m annered gentlem an.”
D avies is universally described as a 

m an w ho p lo u g h  h is ow n furrow, hap­
p iest away from  Ihepack. H e has plenty  
o f  c r itic s  -  so m e d escr ib e  h im  as 
arregant odiers as an  ̂ t i s t  Such crit­
ic ism  is  n o d oub t in  part b ecau se o f  
FlatEarthNews, and in  part out o f jeal­
ou sy  o f  h is h igh ly  en viab le con tract 
w ith  The Guardian. T he arrangem ent 
couldn’t su it h im  better, allow ir^  him  
freedom  to chase stexies in  great depth  
from  his hom e in Lew es, Sussex, w here 
h e is part o f  a grow ing socia l scen e o f  
jou n ia lists and w riters.

H e recen tly  sp en t n in e m onths in­
vestigating the tax affidrs ofH ans Raus- 
ing, a luxury m ost reporters can  only  
dream  o f  In h is spare tim e h e rides a 
friend’s horse, som etim es cuttinga so li­
tary figu re across th e d ow n s, and is  
k een  on  cricket and supports ArsenaL

T h e co m ity  w eek s prom ise to sh ed  
m ore light cai d ie nitty-gritty ofD avies’s 
story, as th e C om m ons S elect C om ­
m ittee for C ulture, M edia and Sport 
investigates his claim s. Rebdcah W ade, 
incom ing ch ie f execu tive o fN ew s In­
tern a tio n a l, h a s a lread y w ritten  to  
com m ittee chairm an John W hitting- 
dale, accusing The Guardian o f  “sub­
stantially” m & eadin g th e p u b lic  The 
Guardiank standingby D avies’s story, 
and D avies h im self says “not a s i i^ e  
w ord o f  our original story is incorrect”.

D avies has picked a f i^ t  w ith N ew s 
fritem ational, D avid  Cam eron’s h i^  
com m and, and p oten tia lly  the p o lice  
and th e PCC. But if  anyone is  up to  th e  
challenge, it’s D avies.
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N E W S  O F  W O R L D  R E P O R T E R S  

A C C U S E D  O F  H A C K I N G  I N T O  V O I C E  

M A I L S

Programme: Drivetime
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 17:05:00
Presenter: Colin Bloomfield
Item Start: 17:11:34
Duration: 4:23

The Metropolitan Police are looking into those allegations and the paper's former 
editor Andy Coulson [PHONETIC] who now works for the Conservative Party as 
director of communications, he's in the spotlight today. STUDIO INTERVIEW: MATT 
PRESLAND [PHONETIC], CORRESPONDENT, AT WESTMINSTER -  you may recall all 
the hoo har when the News of the World's Royal Editor, Clive Goodman went to  
prison for hacking into the phone m essages o f Royal sta ff. Today's Guardian claims 
th at private detectives were used to  hack Into the mobile phone m essages of 
celebrities and politicians, including Gwyneth Paltrow, Max Clifford, Tessa Jowell 
[PHONETIC], and even John Prescott. INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT, FORMER 
DEPUTY PM - what does concern me and I shall be writing to  the Police is why we 
were not told that we're being tapped. Reporter -  David Cameron hired Andy 
Coulson. INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL [PHONETIC], BBC PRESENTER, USED TO WORK 
FOR NEWS INTERNATIONAL - I think it had become common knowledge that the 
news room of the News of the World had become overly dependent on the use of 
private investigators. Presenter - News International said th at it would be 
inappropriate to  comment. Gordon Brown weighed into the affair. There were 
pretty tough laws brought in in 2000, RIPA, the Regulation o f Investigatory Powers 
Act. The Press Complaints Commission has today says it's seriously concerned 
about th eses allegations.
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A L L E G A T I O N S  I N T O  N E W S  O F  T H E  

W O R L D  H A C K I N G

Programme: Drivetime
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 18:00:00
Presenter: Elly Fiorentini
Item Start: 18:04:20
Duration; 2:14

Andy Coulson now works for the Conservative Party, he denies knowing about the 
claims. STUDIO INTERVIEW; MATT PRESSLAND, CORRESPONDENT - the Guardian 
reckons the paper hacked into the phone m essages o f up to  3,000 celebrities and 
politicians. Including Gwyneth Paltrow, Max Clifford and John Prescott. INTERVIEW: 
JOHN PRESCOTT, FORMER DEPUTY PM -  what concerns me is why we were not told 
we were being tapped. Then a prosecution could have taken place. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: PRESSLAND - the police have said they see  no need to  reopen an 
investigation. Assistant Commissioner John Yates said he sees  no further reason 
to  investigate th ese claims. The Press Complaints Commission is looking into these  
allegations, as is the Department for Culture and Media a t the House of Commons.

A
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  A C C U S E D  O F  

H A C K I N G  M O B I L E  P H O N E S

Programme: Newsnight
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 22:30:00
Presenter. Gavin Esier
Item Start; 22:34:19
Duration; 21:09
Reporter Richard Watson

This is tomorrow morning's Guardian front page. That's Sir Alex Ferguson there, of 
Manchester United, and Alan Shearer calls were hacked. That's m essages they left 
on the phone of Graham Taylor of the Professional Footballers Association. We'll 
the consider the fa te  o f the former News of the World editor Andy Coulson, now a 
key adviser to  David Cameron. INTERVIEW: DR SIMON BRANSFIELD-GARTH, 
CELLCRYPT - they really have no impact on somebody who's more organised. 
Reporter - in 2007 the News o f the World's royal correspondent Clive Goodman 
was convicted. Along with private investigator Glen Mulcair. GRAPHIC VISUAL: John 
Prescott MP/Tessa Jowell MP/Simon Hughes MP/Max Clifford/Elle MacPherson 
W: ASST COMM JOHN YATES, METROPOLITAN POLICE -  there was insufficient 
evidence. INTERVIEW: VANESSA FELTZ, BROADCASTER - I believe my tex t  
m essages to  have been roundly investigated. INTERVIEW: MATTHEW NICKLIN, 
MEDIA BARRISTER - I think they should have been told. CLIP: 2007 testimony to  
Culture, Media and Sports Committee by Les Hinton, Former News International 
Executive. INTERVIEW: RON SUTTON, PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR -  we use little tricks. 
Reporter -  an investigation from the Information Commissioner's Office concluded 
that 305 named journalists had made more than 13,000 requests for confidential 
information. This was the going rate; vehicle check with the DVLA £150-200, 
criminal records £500. A supposedly thorough inquiry by the Press Complaints 
Cnmmis.qion failed to  uncover major wrongdoing. STUDIO INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIES, 
JOURNALIST, THE GUARDIAN -  what we're looking a t is all the other reporters on 
the paper. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT MP, FORMER DEPUTY PM -  Mr
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Yates did ring me about two minutes before he made his statem ent. The same 
evidence is being further reviewed by the Crown Prosecution officer. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: BRIAN PADDICK, FORMER MET DEPUTY ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER - 
it's a very narrow thing th at he's looked at. This investigation was given to  
Specialist Operations Department. A member of the royal family was involved. 
STUDIO INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, PUBLICIST -  I was told by my mobile phone 
provider. I'd fallen out with Andy Coulson. We had a dispute over Kerry Katona. The 
Beckham allegations and Jeffrey Archer, they were all my stories. Presenter -  Jade 
Goody was mentioned, may have had her phone tapped. STUDIO INTERVIEW: 
PRESCOTT -  it's exactly the problem we had in the House o f Commons that we're a 
self-regulatory body. STUDIO INTERVIEW: PADDICK -  it could be that there is a 
mass of civil actions.

\  ,/
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M E T R O P O L I T A N  P O L I C E  L O O K I N G  

I N T O  N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  P H O N E  

T A P  A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: Manchester Now 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 16:59:27 
Presenter: Steve Saul 
Item Start: 17:30:16 
Duration: 3:03

Andy Coulson now works for the Conservative party. STUDIO INTERVIEW: MATT 
PRESSLAND, CORRESPONDENT -  Clive Goodman was jailed for hacking into the 
mobile phone m essages of Royal sta ff. Coulson resigned over the affair. The 
Guardian alleged the NOTW hacked into the m essages o f 3,000 celebs and 
politicians including Gwyneth Paltrow, Max Clifford and Tessa Jowell. INTERVIEW: 
JOHN PRESCOTT MP, FORMER DEPUTY PM -  what does concern me is why we were 
not told. STUDIO INTERVIEW: PRESSLAND -  police will not be investigating the 
matter further. INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, EMPLOYEE, NEWS INTERNATIONAL - 
the newsroom o f the NOTW has become overly dependent on the use o f private 
investigators in general. STUDIO INTERVIEW: PRESSLAND -  Gordon Brown this 
afternoon, he weighed into the matter. There will be separate investigation carried 
out by the Department o f Media and the Press Complaints Commission.
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  H A C K I N G

Programme: Sky News 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 16:00:00 
Presenter: Steve Dixon and Paula Middlehurst 
Item Start: 16:32:42
Duration: 6:38 ,

Claims the News o f the World hacked into the mobile phones o f politicians and 
celebrities. Gordon Brown says it raises questions that need to  be answered. There 
are calls for David Cameron to  sack his Director o f Communications, Andy Coulson. 
INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER EDITOR, SUNDAY TIMES -  one o f the first 
questions you ask is where did you get the story? If your newsroom, as the 
Guardian claims, was awash with this kind o f stuff. Presenter -  Alistair Campbell 
had a spell in the newsrooms at the Mirror. STUDIO INTERVIEW: ALISTAIR 
CAMPBELL, TONY BLAIR'S FORMER SPIN DOCTOR - any editor when they get a 
good story wants to  know where it came from. Clive Goodman went to jail. John 
Prescott has been raising. There are big questions for the PCC, the police and 
David Cameron. Presenter -  Andy Coulson says he knew nothing o f the Gordon 
Taylor settlem ent. I‘m glad John Whittingdale, the Tory chairman o f the select 
committee is investigating it. Presenter - why do you think the Metropolitan police 
didn't tell him what was going on?
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  H A C K I N G

Programme: Sky News
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 16:00:00
Presenter: Steve Dixon and Paula Middlehurst
Item Start: 16:42:05
Duration: 2:24

r

Claims that News of the World journalists hacked into the mobile phone m essages 
o f thousands of politicians and celebrities. Clive Goodman was jailed. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: CHRISTINA MICHALOS, PRIVACY LAWYER - it is an invasion o f privacy 
to  intercept someone's mobile phone calls. It is an offence under RIPA. It allows the 
security services and police to apply for an interception warrant. The Press 
Complaints Commission condemned this practice.

s /

X , ;
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P H O N E  H A C K IN G  P R O B E

Programme: Sky News
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 16:00:00
Presenter Steve Dixon and Paula Middlehurst
Item Start: 16:01:03
Duration: 10:12

n

Gordon Brown says there are serious questions to be answered over new claims 
that News of the World journalists hacked into the mobile phone messages of 
thousands of politicians and celebrities. Scotland Yard is to make a statement. W: 
GORDON BROWN, BRITISH PM - there is a police investigation underway. I know 
what the chairman of the Culture, Sports and Arts Committee of the House of 
Commons said. W; SIR PAUL STEPHENSON, MET POLICE COMMISSIONER - this 
relates to the investigation the Metropolitan Police Service undertook in 2006. 
That was undertaken by the Special Operational Directorate. I have asked Asst 
Commissioner John Yates to look into the detail. Presenter - amongst the high . 
profile figures targeted included Gwyneth Paltrow, Nigella Lawson, Tessa Jowell, 
John Prescott and Boris Johnson. Newsgroup Newspapers paid the chief executive 
of the Professional Footballers Association, Gordon Taylor more than Elm in 
out-of-court settlements. Royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to three 
months in prison. Private investigator Glenn Mulcaire was jailed for six months. 
INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT, MP, FORMER DEPUTY PM - it's appalling we are not 
told about the contact. W; VANESSA FELTZ, BROADCASTER - the least they could 
have done is make one phone call and let us know. Presenter - David Cameron's 
Director of Communications, Andy Coulson, was editing the News of the World at 
the time. STATEMENT: ANDY COULSON - I have no knowledge whatsoever of any 
settlement with Gordon Taylor. The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by 
the police and the PCC. W: DAVID CAMERON, MP, TORY LEADER - it is wrong for 
newspapers to breach people's privacy without justification. W: CHRIS GRAYLING, 
MP, CONSERVATIVE - the story that appeared in this morning's paper raised

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
amail l-irnaricastadurrants.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle  one] of th is broadcast.

Signature_ 

Email

Print Name

Tran scrip ts s ta rt at £90

Phone Number

Recordings sta rt a t £153

Producsd by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers], CLA [magazinss] or other copyright owner. No further copying [including 
printing of digital cuttings], digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

B8715-2
12B356362 - CAMMCM . 6S3265

Pack Page 33 of 51 Articfe Paga 1 of 2 271

MODI 00046509



For Distribution to CPs

Source; S k y  New s
Date: Thursday 9, July 2009

> d u r r a n t s

Keyword: P re s s  Com p lain ts Com m ission

question. W: CHRIS HUHNE, MP, LIB DEM HOME AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN - Andy 
Coulson was responsible for a newspaper that was out of control. W: DENNIS 
SKINNER, MP, LABOUR - has the Minister noticed the relaxed attitude of the front 
bench opposite? Presenter - Adanri Boulton is at the G8 conference. Martin Brunt 
is at the ACPO conference. STUDIO INTERVIEW: ADAM BOULTON, 
CORRESPONDENT - this is a major political opportunity for the conservatives 
opponents. STUDIO INTERVIEW; MARTIN BRUNT, CORRESPONDENT - the 
allegations that are made in the Guardian aren’t  new. You have Gordon Brown 
talking, Alan Johnson talking, the Home Office Police Minister saying these are 
serious allegations.
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C L A I M S  O F  P H O N E  H A C K IN G  B Y  

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  T O  B E  

L O O K E D  IN T O  B Y  P O L IC E

Programme: Paul Jacobs
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 16:55:01
Presenter: Peter McDowell
Item Start: 17:06:21
Duration: 12:35
Reporter Phil Cooper

The News of The World hired private detectives to access the messages of 
thousands of people including Max Clifford and Gwyneth Paltrow. INTERVIEW: 
HELEN FOSTER CLARK, PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR - its incredibly easy. A land line you 
can attach a bug to the BT box on the outside of the house. If your going to tap a 
mobile, it will take expertise and equipment. Its not widespread. There are certain 
cases where it is legal, such as adultery cases going to the divorce court or 
harassment. It depends how far they are willing to go with it. Generally we work for 
private clients or private companies. Presenter - will Andy Coulson face a criminal 
investigation. INTERVIEW: FOSTER CLARK - he probably won't it will be the PI 
involved. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOSEPH WALSH, BRADNERS SOLICITOR - we are 
talking about celebrity phones being tappedjust for tittle tattle. The Press 
Complaints Commission has its own code of conduct saying the press should not 
obtain material by any listening devices. The PCC only have limited powers. 
Everyone has a right to a private life. In 2007, Royal Editor Clyde Goodman and PI 
Glen McCair were sentenced for conspiracy. The massive coverage the Telegraph 
had form MP expense scandal, each paper will try and out do each other.

If you wiah to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastadurrants.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tra n scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one} o f this broadcast.

Signature_  

Email

Print Name

T ran scrip ts s ta rt a t £90

Phone Number
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Keyword; Press Complaints Commission

M E T  P O L IC E  T O  P R O B E  M O B IL E  

P H O N E  H A C K IN G

Programme: Newsdrive 
Programme Start: 09/07/200917:00:00 
Presenter. Bill Whiteford and Nick Rougvie 
Item Start: 17:08:17 
Duration: 5:53

A senior Met police officer is to probe whether News of the World journalists 
intercepted mobile phone messages for politicians and celebrities. The Guardian 
says details emerged when the News of the World's Royal Editor was Jailed. W: 
ALAN JOHNSON, MP, HOME SECRETARY - Assistant Commissioner John Yates is 
looking at the detail. Presenter - Conservative leader David Cameron is coming 
under pressure to sack his Communications Director, Andy Coulson. INTERVIEW; 
MARTIN SALTER, MP, LABOUR - it is appalling Cameron has this person on his staff. 
INTERVIEW: GEORGE OSBORNE, MP, SHADOW CHANCELLOR - Andy Coulson 
resigned. INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER EDITOR, SUNDAY TIMES - if it is real 
story of national interest you can have a public interest defence. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: JOHN WHITTINGDALE, MP, CHAIR, CULTURE MEDIA AND SPORT SELECT 
COMMITTEE - we were given an assurance by News International that Clive 
Goodman was acting alone. The PCC also conducted an inquiry at that time.

If you wish to order a taps or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it  bade on 020 7674 0222 or 
email hm adcastSldurrants cQ.uk- or call 020 7874 0200 and ask to spaak to a member of the Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t of this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape / OVD / CO / CD ROM / Stream ing Audio or Video (circle  one) of this broadcast.

Signature_ 

Email

Print Name

Phone Number

Tran scrip ts sta rt at £90 Recordings sta rt at £153
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

I N V E S T I G A T I O N  IN T O  P H O N E  

H A C K IN G  C L A I M S

Programme: News
Programme Start; 09/07/2009 14:00:00 
Presenter Nicholas Owen 
Item Start; 14:49:13 
Duration: 5:11

It’s claimed private detectives working for journalists at the News of the World 
have hacked into mobile phones. The Press Complaints Commission are reopening 
an investigation. STUDIO INTERVIEW; JOHN KAMPFNER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, INDEX 
ON CENSORSHIP - the police have under responded on this. This sets back the 
cause of free expression in this country. News International will be worried this 
process has bjen rumbled. The Department for Culture, Media and Sport are 
looking at the Select Committee and press standards libel and privacy.

If you wish to order a t ^ a  or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcaat9durrants.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Tearn.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f th is broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  OVD / CO /  CD ROM / Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one) of this broadcast.

S ig n a tu re _  

Email

Prin t Name

Tran scripts s ta rt at £90

Phone Number

Recordings sta rt at £153
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

P H O N E  IN : R E P O R T E R S  H A C K IN G  

M O B I L E  P H O N E S

Programme: Radio Wales Phone-in 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 12:05:00 
Presenter: Jason Mohammad 
Item Start: 12:07:03 
Duration: 8:44

1̂ ) Politicians and celebrities alike are all said to have been targeted by mobile phone 
1 ^ hackers, private investigators who were working for News of the World reports. 

The former Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott says he will go to the Police to 
ask if his phone was hacked into. The Conservative Leader, David Cameron is under 
pressure, his Head of Communications Andy Colson resigned as News of the World 
editor when the story first broke. Does journalism need to be dirty to give us the 
headlines we want? STUDIO INTERVIEW: CHRIS HORRY, LECTURER AND AUTHOR ON 
THE TABLOIDS - this is the most extraordinary violation of the law that I can 
remember. If it is anything like the scale being alleged by the Guardian, we have had 
all the scandals about the Parliament, City. STUDIO INTERVIEW: ROB LYONS, 
DEPUTY EDITOR, SPIKED ONLINE - this is illegal. You mentioned the expenses 
scandal, there must have been a breach of confidentiality to get that story into 
the public domain. They are titillation and celebrity gossip. Presenter - what is the 
difference the News of the World and the Daily Telegraph obtaining a disc. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: CHRIS HORRY - completely utterly different. This is what is known in 
the trade as Trawling. Gwyneth Paltrow, lets get into her mobile phone. I have 

^  invaded privacy in order to bring out information that was being suppressed. When 
W) you do this on television, on World in Action, you have to make the whole case first 
( ) of all. It is set out in the Press Complaints Commission Code of Conduct. STUDIO

INTERVIEW: WILL GETTIS, SECURITIES SPECIALIST, ICP GROUP - it is a viciously 
competitive market. Presenter - the Mosley case, why was that in the public 
interest says Bill.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastiadurrant8.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t of this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape / DVD / CD / CD ROM / Stream ing Audio or Video [circle one] of this broadcast.
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Email

Print Name

Tran scrip ts s ta rt a t £90

Phone Number

Recordings sta rt at £153
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( )

P H O N E  IN :  R E P O R T E R S  H A C K IN G  

M O B I L E  P H O N E S

Programme: Radio Wales Phone-in 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 12:05:00 
Presenter Jason Mohammad 
Item Start: 12:26:09 
Duration: 6:11

Max Clifford, was one of the people who was targeted by News of the World 
reporters? STUDIO INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, PUBLIC RELATIONS EXPERT - the 
Police confirmed to me that I did have my phone tapped by the News of the World, 
by the Royal Correspondent, Clive Goodman wasn't it. According to the Guardian 
today, a lot of people were involved or knew what was going on. If the Police knew 
all of this, why didn't they inform people, particularly the Deputy Prime Minister. 
There has been a statement issued by the Commissioner of Police. What happened 
to the Press Complaints Commission? My mobile phone provider came to me. News 
of the World is part of News International, owned by Rupert Murdoch.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tap e  o r tra n s c rip t o f th is  broadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastiadurrants.co.uk or call 020 7674 0 2 0 0  and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CO /  CO ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video [circle one] o f this broadcast.

Signature_ 

Email

Print Name

T ra n s c rip ts  s ta r t  a t  £90

Phone Number
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

P H O N E  T A P P I N G  C L A I M S

Programme: Good Morning Ulster 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:05:00 
Presenter: Conner and Karen 
Item Start; 07:49:12 
Duration; 2:57

News International have said that it is inappropriate to comment on the claims 
made by The Guardian of alleged phone tapping. STUDiO INTERVIEW; TORIN 
DOUGLAS, BBC MEDIA CORRESPONDENT -  there are a lot of allegations here, that 

j have come out of a court case two years ago. Clive Goodman pleaded guilty to
phone tapping and he was jailed. It was claimed that the PFA's Gordon Taylor was 
tapped into. This is against the law is so many ways. It is even dodgy looks at 
records through the Vehicle Licence Records and tax records. Andy Coulson who 
works for David Cameron was the editor at the time. This is a very big news story. 
The Met Police, Press Complaints Commission, News international have got a lot of 
talking to do.

I f  you wish to  order a tap e  or tra n s c rip t o f th is broadcast, please fill in this fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222  or 
email hH-nadcastSdurrants-Co.ulf or call 020 7674 0200  and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Tearn.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one} o f th is broadcast.

Signature_ 

Email

Print Name
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

M E T  P R O B E S  N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  

P H O N E  H A C K IN G

Programme: News
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 14:30:00
Presenter Russell Hookey and Andre Morgan
Item Start: 14:35:18
Duration: 3:14
Reporter Eamonn Holmes

The Guardian claims hundreds of people had their voicemails targeted. Former 
deputy PM John Prescott and actress Gwyneth Paltrow are among those 
monitored. So was PR agent Max Clifford. He's been telling Sky News Eamonn 
Holmes how he feels. INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, PR AGENT -  I know my phone was 
tapped. The police came and told me. The Press Complaints Commission said they 
found nothing. My mobile phone provider told me. My relationship with the News of 
the World ran into problems over Kerry Katona.

I f  you wish to  o rder a ta p e  o r tra n s c rip t o f th is broadcast, please fill in this fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email bmadcBstOdmTants.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Team.

I I Please em ail m e a tra n s c r ip t  o f  th is b ro ad cast.

I I Please send m e a T a p e  /  OVD /  CO /  CO R O M  /  S tre a m in g  Audio o r  V ideo (c irc le  one) o f  th is  b ro ad cast.
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

C L A I M S  P U B L I C  F I G U R E S  H A D  

P H O N E S  T A P P E D  B Y  N E W S  D F  T H E  

W O R L D

Programme: Christian O'Connell 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 09:00:00 
Item Start: 09:01:15 
Duration: 0:40

The Guardian alleges News of the World secretly paid out of court settlements. 
Among those apparently monitored were PRH, Gwyneth Paltrow, John Prescott 
and Max Clifford. INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD - if this has come from the police, 
why didn't they reveal it at the time, and why did the press complaints commission 
find nothing?

I f  you wish to  o rder a tap e  o r tra n s crip t o f th is  tHroadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020  7674 0222 or 
email b roadca3t0durrant3.co.uk o r call 020 7674 0200  and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  B roadcast Tearn.

I I Please email me a tra n scrip t o f this broadcast.

r~ l Please send me a Tape /  DVD / CD /  CD ROM / Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one] o f th is broadcast.
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Email

Print Name

T ra n s c rip ts  s ta r t  a t  £9 0

Phone Number
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n

F O R M E R  D E P U T Y  P M  J O H N  

P R E S C O T  W I L L  C O N T A C T  

S C O T L A N D  Y A R D

Programme: Wake Up To Wogan 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 08:30:00 
Presenter Jonny Walker 
Item Start: 09:00:05 
Duration: 0:49

This is over claims his mobile phone messages were intercepted by private 
investigators hired by the News of the World. The Ouardian newspaper alleges that 
News International has secretly paid more than Elm in out of court settlements. 
INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER EDITOR, SUNDAY TIMES -  I am shocked by the 
scale of it. I am also shocked by the police or the courts or the Press Complaints 
Commission or anybody else.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tap e  o r tra n s c rip t o f th is  broadcast, please fill in th is fomn and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastSfdmTants.eo.uk or call 020 7674 0200  and ask to  speak to  a m em ber o f th e  B roadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f th is broadcast.

□  Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio o r Video (circle  one) of this broadcast.
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Email
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Keyword; Press Com plaints Commission

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  IS  A C C U S E D  

O F  U S IN G  P R IV A T E  D E T E C T I V E S

Programme; Jeremy Vine
Programme Start: 09/07/200913:00:00
Presenter. Jeremy Vine
Item Start: 13:09:09
Duration: 9:30

! This is to listen in on the phone messages of up to 3,000 politicians and celebrities.
 ̂ \  The Guardian newspaper is claiming high profile figures such as Gwyneth Paltrow, 

George Michael, London Mayor Boris Johnson, Former Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott were among those whose voicemail messages were spyed on. John 
Prescott says he is taking the allegations to Scotland Yard. He is calling fo r Andy 
Coulson, Former Editor to be sacked as Communications Director for the 
Conservative Party. STUDID INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FDRMER EDITDR, SUNDAY 
TIMES - it is a huge story. News International Executives testifted before 
Parliament. Presenter -  it leads to Andy Coulson who is David Cameron's right hand 
man. STUDID INTERVIEW: NEIL -  it leads to the Crown Prosecution Service. 
Presenter -  tell us how Gordon Taylor comes into this. STUDID INTERVIEW: TDRIN 
DDUGLAS, CDRRESPDNDENT - he himself has not said anything. The source for a 
lot of this is a source within the Metropolitan Police. We have heard John Prescott, 
Tessa Jowell and a few others. That was Clive Goodman and the investigator. 
STUDID INTERVIEW: JDHN PRESCDTT, FDRMER DEPUTY PM - I was appalled at the 
police action, the fact that the enquires by the Select Committee and the Press

: had bought the one o ff story.

I f  you wish to  order a tape or tra n s crip t o f th is broadcast, please fill in this fomn and fa x  i t  back on 020 7S74 0222 or 
amail broadcastiadurrants.co.uk or cedi 020  7574 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Tearn.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one] o f this broadcast.
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Keyword: P ress Com pla ints Commission

J O H N  P R E S C O T T  A L A R M E D  A T  

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  P H O N E  

T A P P I N G  A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: Scotland Live 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 12:00:00 
Item Start: 12:07:18 

H Duration: 7:20

( ) The Guardian alleges that their owners, News International, has hacked into the
mobiles of up to 3000 people. INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT MP -  I am writing to the 
Chief of Police to ask him at the Met authority 'did you know?' INTERVIEW: MAX 
CLIFFORD, PUBLICITY AGENT - if these allegations prove to be true then that's 
something a lot of people are going to be very unhappy about. Presenter -  the 
Metropolitan Police released a statement saying they'd look into the matter. This 
stems from a case in 2007 when a News of the World reporter, Clive Goodwin, and a 
private investigator Glen Mulcair [PHONETIC] were jailed after being found guilty of 
tapping into phones to find stories. INTERVIEW: JOHN WHITTINGDALE, CHAIRMAN 
OF CULTURE COMMITTEE - I'm extremely surprised if it is the case if a payment 
has been made by News International to people who have allegedly had their phones 
intercepted by an investigator. Presenter -  Andy Coulson resigned as editor of 
News of the World and is now working for David Cameron. STATEMENT: ANDY 
COULSON, PR, CONSERVATIVE PARTY - this story relates to an alleged payment 
made a fter I le ft the News of the World; I had no contact with Gordon Taylor. The 

^  Mulcair case was investigated by the police and the Press Complaints Commission. 
STUDIO INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIS, GUARDIAN -  I am not the onlyjournalist who has

( )  thought fo r some time that there was a great deal we have not been told about 
when Clive Goodman went to Jail. If  Andy Coulson did know what was going on, his 
job with David Cameron must be finished.

f f  you wish to  order a tap e  or tra n s c rip t o f th is broadcast, please fill in th is fomn and fa x  i t  bade on CEO 7674 0222 or 
email twoadcastiadurTanta.co.ulc o r call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  B roadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle  one] of this broadcast.
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  F A C E S  

A L L E G A T I O N S  O V E R  C E L E B R IT Y  

P H O N E  T A P P I N G

Programme: James O'Brien 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 10:00:00 
Presenter: James O'Brien 
Item Start: 10:00:26 
Duration; 0:44

The Guardian claims dozens of high profile politicians and celebrities have been paid 
off by the News of the World to keep quiet about phone tapping. It says hundreds 
of public figures, from John Prescott and Boris Johnson to Jude Law and Gwyneth 
Paltrow had their voice mail hacked. Scotland Yard is also facing questions about 
how much it knew. INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, PR CONSULTANT - the press 
complaints commission is meant to be the watchdog of the media.

f f  you wish to  o rd er a tape o r  tra n s crip t o f th is broadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  bade on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastiadurrants.co.ulc o r call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  B roadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tra n scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio o r Video [circle one} o f this broadcast.
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Keyword: Press Com pla ints Commission

N E W S P A P E R  R E V I E W

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:05:00
Presenter: Mark Cummings
Item Start: 07:52:14
Duration: 4:27

STUDIO INTERVIEW: VIV HARGREAVES, EDITOR, FORESTER NEWSPAPER - Jack 
. Straw will have to call the election. The Guardian is revealing that Murdoch to hide
* ) these dirty tricks although the Press Complaints Commission says they have failed 
f  ^  to find any evidence of illegal activity. STUDIO INTERVIEW: VIV HARGREAVES - the 

elixir of life has been found on Easter Island. The dog stealing story comes and 
goes.

I f  you wish to  o rder a tap s  o r tra n s crip t of th is broadcast, please fill in this fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastlSdurrant3.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Teem.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one] of th is broadcast.
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Keyword; Press Com plaints Commission

P R IC E  O F  A  F R E E  P R E S S  IS  E X C E S S

Programme: Today
Programme Start; 09/07/2009 08:00:00 
Presenter: Sarah Montague, Evan Davis 
Item Start: 08:10:03 
Duration: 9:35

When News of the World journalist Clive Goodman was jailed In 2007 we did know 
. that other stories had occurred but the Guardian story today implies a far greater 
f  ) level of excess. STUDIO INTERVIEW: TORIN DOUGLAS, CORRESPONDENT - Clive 

Goodman was jailed for four months and Glen Marcale [PHONETIC], the private 
investigator he had been working with was jailed for six months. Andy Colson 
[phonetic] the editor of the paper at the time resigned. They hacked into 
messages left by Max Clifford, Gordon Taylor, the CEO of the PFA, Elle Macpherson 
and Simon Hughes and that was known at that time. News International say it 
would be inappropriate to comment. Presenter - what about the PCC and the 
Police and the case they have or don't have to answer? STUDIO INTERVIEW; 
DOUGLAS - the Press Complaints Commission were meant to investigate. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER EDITOR, SUNDAY TIMES - I am shocked by the 
scale of it and by the allegations and evidence that they have presented. Presenter 
- he was getting all sorts of information, the Observer, the Daily Mail and the 
Mirror group. STUDIO INTERVIEW; NEIL - the Information Commissioner is not 
making everything public. Presenter - we've seen it with the Telegraph and the 
expenses row. STUDIO INTERVIEW: NEIL - why is attempting to get into the 
voicemail of Gwyneth Paltrow public interest. I can't see why the Sun using this

• kind of investigative technique, there is no public interest in it at all.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tape o r tra n s crip t o f this broadcast, please fill in this fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
amail hrnfldcastfldurrants.co.uk or call 020 7674 02 00  and ask to  speak to  a member o f the Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast,

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video [circle one] o f th is broadcast.
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Pf«a> f BiliUlwt* Con—l««>ow

Keyword; Press C om pla in ts Commission

N E W S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  N O T  

C O M M E N T I N G  O N  G U A R D I A N  

A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: 5 Live Breakfast 
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:00:00 
Presenter: Nicky Campbell, Rachel Burden 
Item Start: 07:05:39 
Duration: 7:42

The Guardian said the News of the World owner hacked into mobile phones of 
people like Lenny Henry, George Michael, Gwyneth Paltrow and Nigella Lawson. 
INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT, FORMER DEPUTY PM - a lot of the stories are 
coming from private information. INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER EDITOR, 
SUNDAY TIMES - why did they not inform the Deputy PM that his mobile phone had 
been compromised? STUDIO INTERVIEW: ROY GREENSLADE, FORMER EDITOR, 
DAILY MIRROR /  ASSISTANT EDITOR, THE SUN - I think they were surprised it 
didn't come out in 2006 when Clive Goodman was arrested along with the private 
investigator. Using mobile phones in this way is relatively new. When I was editing 
the Daily Mirror I had trust that James Whittaker had proper contacts. Presenter 
- does the Press Complaints Commission have any powers to act?

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tap e  o r tra n s c r ip t of th is  broadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastStflurrants.co.uk o r call 020 7874 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f the Broadcast Team.

I I Plaase email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one] o f th is broadcast.
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iCeyword; Press Com pla ints Commission

f ' )

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  F A C E  L E G A L  

A C T I O N

Programme: News
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:00:00 
Presenter Matthew Schofield 
Item Start: 08:00:25 
Duration: 0:45

The dozens suspected victims of News of the World phone tapping are in talk with 
their lawyers about taking legal action. They are now facing three inquires from the 
Department of Media Sport and Culture, the DPP and the ECC. INTERVIEW: CHRIS 
HUHNE MP. LIBERAL DEMOCRAT HOME AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN - the ECC is a 
toothless watchdog.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tap e  o r transcrip t o f th is  tM-oadcast, please fill in this fo rm  and fa x  i t  bade on 020  7674 0222 o r  
email broadcastQ durrant-t .co.uk or call 020 7674 0200  and ask to  speak to  a m em ber o f th e  Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD / CD /  CD ROM / Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one] o f this broadcast.
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Keyword: Press Com plaints Commission

U R G E N T  R E V I E W  O F  E V ID E N C E  

R E L A T E D  T O  P H O N E  T A P P I N G  B Y  

T H E  N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  C A R R IE D  

O U T

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:00:00
Presenter: Charlie Stayt, Kate Silverton
Item Start: 07:02:26
Duration: 1:59
Reporter Ben Wright

This is by the Crown Prosecution Service. Reporter - today the Guardian alleges 
Manchester United Manager Alex Ferguson was one of the voices on one of the 
phones which was tapped. John Yates, Metropolitan Police said no new evidence 
had cropped up. The Crown Prosecution service is going to look into the case, and 
the Press Complaints Commission will also have an enquiry. The heat isn't quite off 
Andy Coulson. INTERVIEW: JEREMY HUNT MP„ SHADOW CULTURE SECRETARY - he 
did it because he was taking responsibility for something he didn't know about. 
Reporter - he has had strong backing from David Cameron.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tape o r tra n s c rip t o f th is broadcast, please fill in this fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020  7674 0222 or 
email b roadcastadurrants.co.uk o r call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Team.

I I Please em ail m e a t ra n s c r ip t  o f  th is  b ro ad cast.

I I Please send m e a T a p e  /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM  /  S tre a m in g  Audio o r  V ideo (c irc le  one) o f  th is  b ro ad cast.
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Keyword: Press C om pla in ts Commission

N U M B E R  O F  P R O M I N E N T  P E O P L E  

C O N S I D E R I N G  L E G A L  A G A I N S T  

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D

Programme: Today
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:00:00 
Presenter Edward Stourton, Evan Davis 
Item Start: 08:00:30 
Duration: 2:21 
Reporter: Torin Douglas

Their phones were allegedly hacked into by the investigators hired by the paper. 
Reporter - some of the immediate pressure has been lifted by the decision of the 
Assistant Commissioner John Yates. There are claims that he just reviewed the 
case of Clive Goodman. Several law firms are considering suing News International. 
The Guardian named Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer among those whose 
messages were allegedly recorded. Enquiries by the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, the Press Complaints Commission and the Culture, Media and Sport 
Committee will also maintain pressure on News of the World and Andy Coulson. 
INTERVIEW: MARK STEPHENS, HEAD OF MEDIA LAW, FINNER STEPHENS INNOCENT 
[phonetic] - John Yates statement seems not to address the possibility of a 
criminal attempt or conspiracy. That is what Keir Starmer [PHONETIC] has 
understood.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tap e  o r tra n s crip t o f  th is broadcast, please fill in th is  fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastiadurrants.co.uk o r call 020 7674 0200  and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Team.

I [ Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one] o f th is broadcast.
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Keyword: P ress C om pla ints Commission

P O L I C E  N O T  T O  I N V E S T I G A T E  N E W S  

O F  T H E  W O R L D

Programme; Breakfast 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:00:00 
Presenter; Alfie Joy, Charlie Charlton 
Item Start: 07:31:54 
Duration: 0:39

 ̂ ) The guardian says that Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were among those whose 
f  ) messages were allegedly intercepted. INTERVIEW: TORIN DOUGLAS,

CORRESPONDENT - there are three other inquires going on, the DPP is reviewing 
the case as is the PCC and the Culture Media and Sport select committee.

{  J

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tape o r tra n s crip t o f th is  broadcast, please fill in th is  fo rm  and fa x  i t  bade on 020 7674 0222 o r  
email hm adcastadurrants.co .uk o r call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Tearn.

□  Please email me a tran scrip t o f th is broadcast.

□  Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one] o f th is broadcast.
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> d u r r a n t s

tCeyword: Press C om pla in ts Commission

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  F A C IN G  

T H R E E  I N Q U I R I E S

Programme: GMTV
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:00:00 
Presenter: Andrew Castle, Emma Crosby 
Item Start: 07:00:55 
Duration: 1:50 
Reporter: Emma Pyne

Our reporter at News International. STUDIO INTERVIEW: EMMA PYNE, 
CORRESPONDENT, EAST LONDON - Scotland Yard may not investigate but bosses 
face tough questions. More high proftle names. VISUAL THE GUARDIAN. Reporter - 
former Newcastle boss Alan Shearer and Manchester United boss Sir Alex 
Ferguson among those allegedly targeted. Max Clifford and Vanessa Feltz among 
those considering legal action after reports that Rupert murdoch's company paid 
compensation to stop the story getting out. Met Police believe there is no fresh 
evidence from case that saw Clive Goodman jailed. Former N1 boss Les Hinton had 
said case was a one off. Former editor Andy Coulson, who now works for David 
Cameron will be called to give evidence. DPP calls for review and Press Complaints 
Commission to carry out inquiry.

V ;

I f  you wish to  o rder a tap e  o r tra n s crip t o f th is t»-oadcast, please fill in th is  fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastQdurrants.eo.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Tearn.

□  Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.
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S C O T L A N D  Y A R D  C R I T I C I S E D  F O R  

N O T  I N V E S T I G A T I N G  N E W  C L A I M S

Programme: Good Morning Scotland 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:30:00 
Presenter: Aasmah Mir, Gary Robertson 
Item Start: 07:32:06 
Duration: 0:42

These are claims that private detectives working for the News of the World hacked 
into the phone messages of hundreds of people. The Guardian newspaper says Sir 
Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were among those whose messages were allegedly 
intercepted. The Metropolitan Police say there's not enough evidence. INTERVIEW: 
TORIN DOUGLAS, CORRESPONDENT - there are also these three other inquiries 
that are still going on. The Director of Public Prosecutions is reviewing the 
evidence again. The Press Complaints Commission is looking at it again and the 
Culture, Media and Sports Select Committee.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tape o r tra n s c r ip t o f  th is  broadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email bm adca3t0durrants.co .uk o r call 020 7674 0200  and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Team.

I 1 Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.

I I Please send me a Tape /  DVD /  CD /  CD ROM /  Stream ing Audio or Video (circle one] o f th is broadcast.
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Keyword: Press Com pla ints Commission

P H O N E  T A P P I N G  A L L E G A T IO N S

Programme: 5 Live Breakfast 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:00:00 
Presenter. Nicky Campbell, Rachel Burden 
Item Start: 07:17:37 
Duration: 4:19

It is being claimed that phone messages from Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer 
were recorded by private detectives working for The News of the World. The 
allegations come from The Guardian Newspaper. The Director of Public 
Prosecutions Ken Stamer says he is going to look again at the claims of hacking. 
The Metropolitan Police doesn't want to start another inquiry. STUDIO INTERVIEW: 
PETER BURDEN, WRITER, PUBLISHED A BOOK ON UNDERCOVER WORLD OF 
TABLOID JOURNALISM - I think I would like to see more evidence from The 
Guardian. It was an activity that was very easy for journalists to engage in. The 
Information Commissioner found 307Journalists who used that particular firm. The 
News of the World stories aren't public interest stories. Presenter - Andy Colson, 
Editor of the Times has denied all knowledge. STUDIO INTERVIEW: PETER - I have 
asked Andy Colson directly. Presenter - The Press Complaints Commission are 
going to look into it and there will be a Commons Committee Inquiry as well.
STUDIO INTERVIEW: PETER - if the names exist they should tell the individuals. 
Criminal prosecutions would be a waste of time.

I f  you wish to  ordar a tape o r tra n s c rip t o f  th is  broadcast, please fill in this fo rm  and fa x  i t  bade on 020 7674 0222 or 
email brnadcaBt0durrant3.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200  and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Team.

□  Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.
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Keyword: Press C om pla ints Commission

P H O N E  T A P P I N G  A L L E G A T IO N S

Programme; 5 Live Breakfast 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:00:00 
Presenter: Nicky Campbell, Rachel Burden 
Item Start; 07:01:37 
Duration: 0:46

Scotland Yard is facing criticism over its decision not to investigate new claims 
I  that the phone messages of thousands of people were hacked into by private 
" I detectives hired by The News of the World. In its latest revelations The Guardian 
( ^ says Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were among those whose messages were 

allegedly intercepted. The Metropolitan Police said there was not enough evidence 
for them to look into the fresh allegations. Reporter - the Director of Public 
Prosecutions is reviewing the evidence. The Press Complaints Commission is 
looking at it again and so is the Culture, Media and Sports Select Committee.

}

I f  you wt8h to  o rder a tap e  o r tra n s c rip t o f  th is broadcast, pleasa fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
amail bmadcastiadLirrBnts.co.uk o r call 020 7674 0200 and aak to spaak to a m ember o f th e  Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.
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Keyword: Press Com pla ints Commission

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  P H O N E  

H A C K IN G  A L L E G A T IO N S

Programme: GMTV
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:30:00 
Presenter Emma Crosby, Andrew Castle 
Item Start: 07:30:58 
Duration: 1:29 
Reporter: Emma Pine

Reporter - Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer are said to be amongst thousands 
of high profile figures. VISUAL Times, Sunday Times, News International. Reporter 
- some celebrities, including Max Clifford and Vanessa Feltz, are considering 
taking legal advice. INTERVIEW: BRIAN PADDICK, FORMER MET POLICE 
COMMANDER - Scotland Yard don't seem to have the appetite to take this any 
further. Reporter - the Press Complaints Commission will also carry out an inquiry.

I f  you wish to  o rder a tap e  o r tra n s c rip t o f th is broadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  bade on 020 7674 0222 or 
email b roadcastadurrants.co.uk or call 020 7874 0200  and ask to  speak to  a member o f the Broadcast Team.

□  Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.
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Keyword: P ress Com pla ints Commission

A  N U M B E R  O F  P E O P L E  W H O S E  

M O B I L E  P H O N E  C A L L S  W E R E  

H A C K E D  IN T O  C O N S I D E R  L E G A L  

A C T I O N

Programme: Today
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:00:00 
Presenter. John Humphrys, Evan 

)  Item Start: 07:00:27 
Duration: 1‘23 
Reporter: Torin Douglas

This was by investigators working for the News of the World. Reporter - some of 
the immediate pressure has been lifted by the decision of the Assistant 
Commissioner John Yates. There are claims he took too narrow a view, simply 
reviewing the case of the News of the World Royal Editor, Clive Goodman. The 
Guardian names Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer among those whose phone 
messages were allegedly recorded. Enquiries by Director of Public Prosecutions 
Press Complaints Commission and the Culture, Media and Sports Select 
Committee will also maintain pressure on the News of the World and on Andy 
Couison, Conservative Communications Director.
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C P S  C A R R Y  O U T  P H O N E  T A P P I N G  

E V ID E N C E  R E V I E W

Programme; Breakfast
Programme Start; 10/07/2009 06;00;00
Presenter; Charlie Stayt, Kate Silverton
Item Start: 06:03:31
Duration: 2:08
Reporter; Ben Wright

Reporter - today the Guardian alleges that the Manchester United manager Alex 
Ferguson was one of the voices on a phone that was tapped by a private detective 
for the News Of The World. Yesterday John Yates from the Metropolitan Police 
said no new evidence had cropped up. The Press Complaints Commission is to have 
an inquiry, so the heat isn't off Andy Coulson. INTERVIEW: JEREMY HUNT MP, 
SHADOW CULTURE SECRETARY.SPEAKING ON QUESTION TIME - Andy Coulson 
stepped down from the News of the World because he was taking responsibility for 
something he didn't know about. Reporter - Andy Coulson has been backed by 
David Cameron.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tape or tra n a crip t o f th is broadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  bade on 020 7674 0222 or 
amail broadcastadmTBnt3.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and aslcto speak to  a member o f the B roadcast Team,
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  F A C E S  

I N Q U I R I E S  O V E R  P H O N E  T A P P I N G

Programme: GMTV Newshour 
Programme Start; 10/07/2009 06:00:00 
Presenter: Penny Smith and Andrew Castle 
Item Start; 06:30:42 
Duration: 1:54

The inquiries are into claims that its journalists tapped into phones of thousands 
of celebrities and politicians including the Manchester United boss Sir Alex 
Ferguson. STUDIO INTERVIEW: EMMA PYNE, CORRESPONDENT - Scotland Yard may 
not be taking fresh investigation into these allegations but bosses here at the New 
International Group will still come under serious pressure. They'll be called by the 
Commons. Reporter - Sir Alex Ferguson and former Newcastle manager Alan 
Shearer are said to be among the high profile figures who have allegedly had their 
private telephone messages recorded. After reading newspaper reports that 
Rupert Murdoch's company paid Elm in damages to stop paying the story getting 
out. Max Clifford and Vanessa Feltz are now taking legal advice. The Met Police 
believe there's no fresh evidence from the investigation that saw Clive Goodman 
jailed for phone taping two years ago. They'll re-open their 2007 inquiry to hear 
evidence from Les Hinton. Andy Coulson who now works for David Cameron will also 
be called in to give evidence. The Director of Public Prosecution has called for an 
urgent review and the Press Complaints Commission will also carry out an inquiry.
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  F A C E S  

I N Q U I R I E S  O V E R  P H O N E  T A P P I N G

Programme: GMTV Newshour 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 06:00:00 
Presenter Penny Smith and Andrew Castle 
Item Start: 06:00:48 
Duration: 2:00

 ̂ I The inquiries are into claims that its journalists tapped into phones of thousands 
( ) of celebrities and politicians including the Manchester United boss Sir Alex

Ferguson. STUDIO INTERVIEW: EMMA PYNE, CORRESPONDENT - Scotland Yard may 
not be taking fresh investigation into these allegations but bosses here at the New 
International Group will still come under serious pressure. They'll be called by the 
Commons. Reporter - Sir Alex Ferguson and former Newcastle manager Alan 
Shearer are said to be among the high profile figures who have allegedly had their 
private telephone messages recorded. After reading newspaper reports that 
Rupert Murdoch's company paid Elm in damages to stop paying the story getting 
out. Max Clifford and Vanessa Feltz are now taking legal advice. The Met Police 
believe there's no fresh evidence from the investigation that saw Clive Goodman 
jailed for phone taping two years ago. They'll re-open their 2007 inquiry to hear 
evidence from Les Hinton. Andy Coulson who now works for David Cameron will also 
be called in to give evidence. The Director of Public Prosecution has called for an 
urgent review and the Press Complaints Commission will also carry out an inquiry.

I f  you wish to  o rd er e tap e  or tra n s crip t o f  th is broadcast, please fill in th is fa rm  and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email bm adcastQdurrants-co.ulc o r call 020 7674 0200  and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  B roadcast Tearn.
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N U M B E R  O F  P R O M I N E N T  P E O P L E  

S A I D  T O  B E  C O N S I D E R I N G  L E G A L  

A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  N E W S  O F  T H E  

W O R L D

Programme; Today
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 06:00:00 

f U Presenter Evan Davis, Ed Stourton 
( ) Item Start; 06:00:40 

Duration: 1:02 
Reporter: Torin Douglas

Their mobile phone calls were allegedly hacked into by investigators working for the 
News of the World. Reporter - some of the immediate pressure has been lifted by 
the decision of Assistant Commissioner John Yates not to open a new police 
inquiry. The Guardian named Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer among those 
whose phone conversations were allegedly recorded. Inquiries by the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, the Press Complaints Commission and the Culture Media and 
Sports Select Committee will also maintain pressure on the News of the World.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tap e  o r tra n s crip t o f th is  broadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  bade on 020 7674 0222 o r  
email broadcastStdurrants.co.ule o r call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f the Broadcast Team.
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M E T R O P O L I T A N  P O L IC E  IS  F A C IN G  

C R I T I C I S M

Programme; 5 Live Breakfast 
Programme Start; 10/07/2009 06:00;00 
Presenter Rachel Burden 
Item Start; 06;06;19 
Duration; 4;55

It is over it's decision not to re-investigate allegations made by the Guardian about 
the News of the World and phone messages they hacked into. The Guardian is 
claiming that messages from Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were hacked into. 
INTERVIEW; NICK DAVIS, GUARDIAN - it is a very weird performance by Mr Yates.
He dedicated his remarks to Clive Goodman. STUDIO INTERVIEW: TORIN DOUGLAS, 
CORRESPONDENT - I think the pressure was taken off quite a bit but there are 
still lots of other things that are putting pressure on News International. Various 
people will take legal action like Gordon Taylor. The Director of Public Prosecutions, 
The Press Complaints Commission and the Culture, Media and Sports Select 
Committee are still looking at the case.

I f  you wish to  o rd er a tap e  o r tra n s c rip t o f this broadcast, please fill in th is fo rm  and fa x  i t  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email hroadcastadurrants.co.uk o r call 020 7674 0200 and ask to  speak to  a member o f th e  Broadcast Team.

[ I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.
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P U B L I C  F I G U R E S  C O N S I D E R  L E G A L  

A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  N E W S  O F  T H E  

W O R L D

Programme: Good Morning Scotland 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 06:00:00 
Presenter: Gary Robertson, Aasmah Mir 
Item Start; 06:00:52 
Duration: 1:02 
Reporter; Torin Douglas

Lawyers have been contacted by people. The Police said they weren't planning 
investigations. Reporter -  some o f the pressure has been lifted by Assistant 
Commissioner John Yates. The Guardian named Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer 
among those whose messages were recorded. Inquiries by the Director o f the 
Public Prosecutions, the Press Complaints Commission and the Culture Media and 
Sport Select Committee will also maintain pressure.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it bade on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastiadurrants-co.ulc or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f th is broadcast.
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D A V I D  C A M E R O N  U N D E R  P H O N E  

H A C K I N G  F I R E

Programme; Drivetime 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 17:11'38 
Item Start: 17:27:45 
Duration; 4:39

There was alleged phone tapping a t the News o f The World. INTERVIEW: CHARLES 
CLARKE, NORWICH SOUTH -  it is very serious the allegations being made, the most 
important thing is to get answers from Andy Caulson and News International. 
INTERVIEW: DAVID CAMERON -  he took responsibility, he did the right thing. 
INTERVIEW: VANESSA FELTZ, BROADCASTER -  what really m atters is th a t such a 
thing should carry on. Reporter -  investigations are being carried out by the Press 
Complaints Commission and the Culture Media and Sports Select Committee. 
INTERVIEW: RICHARD BURDEN, WRITER -  I think they were both feeble.

f

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form  and fax it beck on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastadurrants.co.ulc or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.

I I Please email me a tran scrip t o f this broadcast.
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N E W S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  H A S  D E N I E D  

A L L E G A T I O N S  I T  H A C K E D  I N T O  

P E O P L E ' S  M O B I L E  P H O N E S

Programme: Sky News At Ten
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 22:00:00
Presenter. Steve Dixon
Item Start: 22:14:04
Duration: 3:04
Reporter: Martin Brunt

In a le tte r from the company's new Chief Executive Rebahak Wade accused The 
Guardian of having substantially misled the public. Reporter -  actors, politicians 
are thought to be considering suing the News of the World fo r hacking into their 
mobile phones. INTERVIEW: MARK STEPHENS, MEDIA LAWYER -  I think people are 
going to  be looking fo r settlements of a significant amount of money. We have 
seen with the Max Mosley case th a t invasions of privacy now are attracting  
significant amount of money in damages. Reporter -  Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan 
Shearer are the latest said to have been bugged in messages le ft with Gordon 
Taylor, the Players Union boss. News of the World's Royal Editor, Clive Goodman 
was jailed. The Director of Public Prosecutions is reviewing the Police evidence that 
didn't lead to charges against other s ta ff a t the paper. There are two new 
investigations by a MPs Committee and the Press Complaints Commission. Did 
Andy Coulson know, he quit, he is now the Tory Party's Chief Media Advisor. The 
Liberal Democrat's Chris Huhne accused Scotland Yard of neglect o f duty. He has 
asked the Independent Police Complaints Commission to investigate.

If you wish to order a taps or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7S74 0222 or 
email hrofldcastadurranta.co.uk or call 020 7574 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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F I G U R E S  C O N S I D E R I N G  M A S S  

L E G A L  A C T I O N  A F T E R  H A C K I N G  

C L A I M S

Programme: Sky News
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 18:00:00
Presenter: Andrew Wilson
Item Start: 18:12:50
Duration: 4:27

( '') Reporter: Martin Brunt

Lawyers say the News of the World could face individual pay outs of £100,000's. 
INTERVIEW: MARK STEPHENS, MEDIA LAWYER -  we've sen with the Max Mosley 
case th a t invasions of privacy now are attracting significant amounts of money. 
Reporter -  Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer are the latest said to have been 
bugged with messages le ft with Gordon Taylor, the Players' Union boss. Dozens 
more victims who sue successfully could cost the News International much more. 
INTERVIEW: JONATHAN PRICE, BARRISTER -  I would hate to put a figure on it. 
Reporter -  evidence of widespread hacking is said to have been uncovered during 
the case of the News of the Worlds Royal Editor, Clive Goodman. The Director of 
Public Prosecutions Kiestamer is reviewing the police evidence. There are two new 
investigations by an MPs Committee and the Press Complaints Commission. Did 
Andy Coulson Know, he is now the Tories chief media advisor. STUDIO INTERVIEW: 
MARTIN BRUNT, CORRESPONDENT -  the Lib Dems Chris Huhne has asked the IPCC 
to  launch a fourth investigation into the original police investigation. The Lib Dems 

11̂ are saying in the light of the Guardian's allegations there are clear suggestions 
( j  th a t other journalists a t the News of the World were using illegal methods. What 

they have done is pass it back to  Scotland Yard fo r its comments.
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Keyword: Press C om pla ints Commission

C H I L D  N E G L E C T  A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: Drivetime
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 16:59:44
Presenter: Ian Timms
Item Start: 17:13:12
Duration: 3:49

Yesterday it was reported th a t journalists from the News of the World hired 
private investigators to hack into the voicemail o f politicians and other public 
figures. A number o f the people whose phones were targeted are thought to be 
considering legal action. INTERVIEW: RICHARD BURDEN, WRITER -  i think the PCC 
and the Culture Media and Sport Select Committee were very feeble in their 
investigation o f the original bugging allegations. Presenter -  is bugging the phones 
of public figures ever acceptable? INTERVIEW: COLIN HARROW, FORMER GROUP 
EDITOR, THE MIRROR -  newspapers have to produce a paper th a t their readers 
want to  read.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax  it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broBdcasti9durrant3 co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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M O R E  F A L L  O U T  O V E R  P H O N E  

H A C K I N G  A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: BBC News 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 09:30:00 
Presenter. Tim Wilcox, Carrie Gracey 
Item Start: 09:36:27 
Duration: 2:55

What's being said a t News International's headquarters? STUDIO INTERVIEW: 
HELENA WILKINSON, CORRESPONDENT -  there could be legal implications fo r News 
International which owns the News of the World, we've heard Alan Shearer and 
Alex Ferguson have been named, Scotland Yard say there is no case. John Yates 
says there is no case a t all. The pressure on News International has lifted a little 
bit but there will be three different inquiries into this. There will be investigations 
by the CPS and

If you wish to order a tape or transcnpt of this broadcast, please fill in this form  and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcaBtadurrants.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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O

1 r

P H O N E  H A C K I N G  B Y  

I N V E S T I G A T O R S  A T  T H E  N E W S  O F  

T H E  W O R L D

Programme; Drivetime 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 16:00:00 
Presenter; Simon Horgan, Ann Lucas 
Item S tart: 16:06:35 
Duration: 4:09

Scotland Yard won't investigate the fresh allegations. Lawyers say they have been 
contacted by various figures seeking advice. STUDIO INTERVIEW: MATT PRESLAND, 
CORRESPONDENT -  the Guardian reckon th a t Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer 
may have had their mobile messages interception by investigators from the News 
of the World. The media lawyer Mark Stephens revealed he had been contacted by 
various high profile figures. INTERVIEW; MARK STEPHENS, MEDIA LAWYER -  I have 
had two clients. I have also been contacted by the private office of somebody who 
believes they are a likely target. STUDIO INTERVIEW; MATT PRESLAND -  a t 
Westminster, the Tory Party's Chief spin doctor, Andy Coulson had to resign as 
Editor from  the News of the World a fte r  his royal correspondent was jailed for 
hacking. The former Labour Home Secretary, Charles Clarke wrote to David 
Cameron and demanded th a t Mr Cameron put Mr Coulson on the spot. Today he 
issued another robust defence of the man. INTERVIEW: DAVID CAMERON MP, 
LEADER, CONSERVATIVE PARTY -  he resigned as Editor of News of the World two 
years ago. STUDIO INTERVIEW: MATT PRESLAND -  the Police say we have no 
evidence. The Crown Prosecution Service is undertaking an urgent review of 
evidence. The Press Complaints Commission are looking into allegations.
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L A W Y E R S  S A Y  F I G U R E S  T O  S U E  

T H E  N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  O V E R  

M O B I L E  P H O N E  T A P P I N G  

A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: Bob Walmsiey 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 13:00:00 
Item. Start: 13:02:19 
Duration: 0:41

Investigations are being carried out by the Press Complaints Commission and the 
Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee. INTERVIEW: RICHARD BURDEN, 
WRITER -  they were both very feeble about their investigation of the last crisis. 
The CMS committee didn't even have Andy Coulson in.
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  P H O N E  

H A C K I N G  A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: Worldwide Exchange
Programme Start; 10/07/2009 09:00:00
Presenter. Christine Tan, Ross Westgate B Scott Wapner
Item Start: 09:45:15
Duration: 3:16

The Guardian newspaper has been alleging th a t the News of the World was using 
private investigators to  tap the phones. The Director of Public Prosecutions, a 
parliamentary committee and the Press Complaints Commission have all indicated 
they are starting fresh inquiries. STUDIO INTERVIEW; MIMI TURNER, HOLLYWOOD 
REPDRTER -  it's a question about culture; we have ju s t had the MPs' expenses 
row. David Cameron is defending his aide.

Wj. 
K )
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  P H O N E  

T A P P I N G  S C A N D A L

Programme; Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:59:00
Presenter Andrew Peach
Item Start: 08:25:06
Duration: 5:31

I 1 Presenter -  The phone-tapping scandal with the News of the World, are we
( bothered about it? SALT -  Yes. It's their cleaner, their friends and relations. It's a 

gross invasion of privacy. And it's been done on a massive scale. I find it incredible 
th a t the police are not re-opening the Tiles yet the Press Complaints Commission 
are, the Director o f Public Prosecutions is, the Conservative led Culture, Media and 
Sport are going to summon News International executives along. And the Home 
Affairs Select Committee th a t i'm on will open an inquiry on it. Why should the 
public care? BENNION -  if my mobile phone was hacked into 1 would be furious and 
instructing solicitors. There are innocent bystanders in this. I'd like to get some 
probity back into journalism. SALT -  The evidence was not that Goodman was 
hacking into phones, it was th a t the hacking was going on on a large scale. Are we 
going to  allow the media to  destroy private lives? Coulson himself has said they 
paid police officers fo r information. That's illegal.
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P H O N E  T A P P I N G  A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: Norfolk Today 
Programme Start; 10/07/2009 07:05:00 
Presenter: Steven Bumfrey 
Item Start: 07;22;38 
Duration; 2:11

Several people whose mobile phone calls were hacked into by people working fo r  
The News of the World is said to be considering legal action against the paper.

 ̂ ) INTERVIEW: JOHN YATES, METROPOLITAN POLICE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER -  it 
f ^ is important to recognise th a t our inquiries had insignificant evidence. INTERVIEW: 

NICK DAVIES, GUARDIAN REPORTER -  we are talking about the activity of News of 
the World Journalists. INTERVIEW; BRIAN PADDICK, FORMER DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
COMMISSION FOR THE MET -  there must be some degree of independence of not 
The Independent Police Complaints Commission. Presenter -  investigations are 
being carried out by The Director of Public Prosecutions, The Press Complaints 
Commission and The Culture, Media and Sports Select Committee.
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R E B E C C A  W A D E  A L L E G E D  V I C T I M  

D F  P H O N E  H A C K I N G

Programme: Scotland Live 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 12:00:00 
Presenter. Kenneth Macdonald 
Item Start: 12:32:42 
Duration: 8:30

I ! STUDIO INTERVIEW: LORRAINE DAVIDSON, MEDIA COMMENTATOR -  politicians are
/  )  seeing this as the opportunity to get back a t the press who've been making their 

lives hell over their expenses. It's also Labour's opportunity to  cast Andy Coulson 
as the Damian McBride of the Tories. There's the issue of whether this is going to  
change the way we do journalism in the future. The phone tapping came to  the fore  
when Clive Goodman was jailed and the laws were tightened up. STUDIO INTERVIEW: 
STUART COSGROVE, MEDIA COMMENTATOR -  this story will and run because there 
are so many dimensions and it touches on something about the nature of the way 
different branches of the media are regulated. In television, the regulations don't 
permit you to  go on fishing expeditions fo r information. Presenter -  any politician 
will talk about tightening the laws on the press; we get by in the electronic medias 
quite well. Thn PrR.gs Complaints Commission isn't too hot. STUDIO INTERVIEW: 
DAVIDSON -  if people had faith in it, it would avoid the number of lengthy court 
battles. STUDIO INTERVIEW: COSGROVE -  Tommy Sheridan was in the Guardian's 
list of people to whom they assume it had happened. Andrew Neil said the News of 
the World was out of control.

 ̂ )
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C E L E B R I T I E S  A N D  P O L I T I C I A N S  

C O U L D  S U E  O V E R  P H O N E  T A P P I N G  

S C A M

Programme; News A t One 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 13:00:00 
Presenter; Michael Bradley 
Item Start: 13:27:13 
Duration: 3:21

PCC are carrying out investigations. STUDIO INTERVIEW: ROY GREENSLADE, 
FORMER DAILY MIRROR EDITOR -  a number o f s ta ff  a t NOTW were using private 
investigators to  obtain voicemail form many people.
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A L L E G A T I O N S  T H E  N E W S  O F  T H E  

W O R L D  H A C K E D  I N T O  M O B I L E  

P H O N E S

Programme: Riddoch Questions 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 13:15:00 
Presenter: Derek Pitman 
Item Start: 13:17:27 
Duration: 11:51

The News of the World bugging phones. STUDIO INTERVIEW: DAVID MCLETCHIE, 
MSP, EDINBURGH PENTLANDS, CHIEF WHIP/CONSERVATIVE, BUSINESS 
MANAGER/ HOLYROOD, SOLICITOR -  the reporter who tapped into the Royal Family 
went to prison and the way forward with this is th a t if there is any wrong doing 
then they should be bought to trial. The issue now is that the form er editor who 
resigned from The News of the World is now working as Director of 
Communications fo r David Cameron. There was an out of court civil action settled 
with Gordon Taylor involved with the Professional FA. STUDIO INTERVIEW: HENRY 
MCLEISH, FORMER FIRST MINISTER, POLITICIAN, AUTHOR, ACADEMIC - there's a 
party political issue in terms of Coulson and Cameron. The CPS and the Media 
Committee o f the House of Commons and Press Complaints Commission are all 
now active on this. Sir Alex Ferguson is also one. Are we so obsessed with Cristiano 
Ronaldo transfer to Real Madrid th a t we have to bug his telephone? No there is 
something deeper than this. STUDIO INTERVIEW: MIKE DAILEY, PRINCIPLE 
SOLICITOR, GAVIN LAW & MEDIATION CENTER -  we got allegations of over 3000 
people having their phones tapped and the Met has ruled out a fresh inquiry. We've 
got allegations th a t the private detectors were on the payroll fo r News 
International that must of been a lot o f money. The form er editor Andy Coulson 
said he didn't know about it, but he would know the payroll. Remember the Mosley 
case, now the court says the people have a right fo r privacy and the media don't 
like that. INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT, MOBILE PHONE ALLEGEDLY TAPPED - I'm 
writing to  the Chief of Police. I want to know if he told the Public Prosecutor.
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W H O S E  B E E N  T A P P I N G  I N T O  M Y  

P H O N E ?

Programme: Breakfast 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:00:00 
Presenter: Gordon Swindlehurst 
Item S ta r t  08:06:34 
Duration: 6:02

I  ) A number o f prominent people including Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer are said to
Y ^  be considering legal action against the News of the World. Investigations into the 

claims is bing carried out by the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Pr^Rs 
Complaints Commission and the Culture, Media and Sports Select Committee. W ; 
UNNAMED -  the technical challenges posed by the service providers to establish 
they had in fa c t been interception, were very significant. INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIS, 
JDURNALIST, GUARDIAN -  those are very weird performances by Mr Yates. He 
focused on Clive Goodman. STUDID INTERVIEW: GREG KELLY, ULTIMATE SECURITY 
AND INVESTIGATIDNS LTD -  I came into the business six years ago. It is referring to  
the Human Rights Act. The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act on how to  
breach the rights act and how to do it properly. The Interception of 
Communications Act talks about the interception of communications.
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P H O N E  T A P P I N G  A L L E G A T I O N S

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:05:00
Presenter: Shane O'Connor
Item Start: 07:47:24
Duration: 4:09

A number o f people whose mobile phones were hacked into by people working fo r  
The News of the World are said to be considering group legal action against the 

^  paper. STUDIO INTERVIEW: TORIN DOUGLAS, MEDIA CORRESPONDENT -  people 
( j  were surprised when the police decided not to investigate. Today we know of 

several legal firms th a t have been contacted by their clients. If  people do club 
together it  makes much more sense. The Guardian has made allegations. Today 
they have got Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer as two of those who have had 
messages on their mobile phone by Gordon Taylor. The Director o f Public 
Prosecutions is reviewing the evidence, as is The Press Complaints Cnmmi.ssinn and 
perhaps most importantly. The Culture and Media Sports Select Committee of 
MPs. It maybe the pressure on the police is renewed.
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P U B L I C  F I G U R E S  C O N S I D E R  L E G A L  

A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  N E W S  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

Programme: Daily Politics
Programme Start; 10/07/200912:00:00
Presenter: Anita Anand
Item S tart: 12:09:15
Duration: 6:54

Revelations of phone tapping by investigators working fo r the News of the World in 
The guardian. Further pressure on company as Press Complaints Commission, the 
DPP Keir Starm er and Commons Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee may 
launch investigations. Conservatives' Director of Communications Andy Coulson 
may be called. STUDID INTERVIEW: VANESSA FELTZ, BRDADCASTER -  it is not a 
nice feeling. My lawyer Graham Shear says th a t many have turned to the firm fo r  
advice. STUDID INTERVIEW: NEIL RAFFERTY, THE DAILY MASH -  outside the London 
bubble, peoplejust care about the stories. STUDID INTERVIEW: FELTZ -  I don't 
think people have much sympathy. Presenter -  people were happy about 
revelations about MPs in the Telegraph. STUDID INTERVIEW; FELTZ -  they do 
receive public money. That is different from Gwyneth Paltrow. Presenter -  we 
heard Rebekah Wade's phone may have been tapped. STUDID INTERVIEW: IAN 
CDLLINS, TALKSPDRT -  I can 't believe it will go beyond what John Yates said. 
STUDID INTERVIEW: RAFFERTY -  Labour MPs will call David Cameron's judgement 
into question.
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P E O P L E  C O N S I D E R I N G  L E G A L  

A C T I O N  O V E R  N E W S  O F  T H E  

W O R L D  P H O N E  H A C K I N G

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start; 10/07/2009 07;30;00
Presenter: Tony Livesey
Item Start: 07:53:45
Duration: 3:02

Lawyers have been contacted by politicians and celebrities. 'STUDIO INTERVIEW; 
TORIN DOUGLAS, CORRESPONDENT -  the names have been mentioned in The 
Guardian over the past couple of days. Gordon Taylor of the Professional 
Footballers Association sued them. We hear Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer 
had messages hacked into and also references to Paul Gascoigne and Jamie 
Redknapp. Vanessa Feltz has also had her privacy breached. Both the Guardian and 
Former Metropolitan Police officer Brian Paddick have said John Yates took a 
narrow view. The Press Complaints Commission produced a report and also MPs on 
the Culture, Media and Sport Committee.
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P H O N E  H A C K I N G

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:05:00
Presenter: Neil Pringle
Item Start: 07:21:36
Duration: 3:08

The number of prominent people whose mobile phone calls were allegedly hacked 
into by people working fo r the News of the World are said to  be considering legal 
action against the paper. Detectives investigated allegations of phone hacking 
back in 2006 which ended with the conviction of the journalist Clive Goodman and 
the private detective Glenn Mulcaire [PHDNETIC], Yesterday, the Metropolitan 
Police assistant commissioner John Yates said there ju s t wasn’t  enough evidence 
fo r any more people to be charged. W : JDHN YATES, ASSISTANT CDMMISSIDNER, 
METRDPDLITAN PDLICE -  the technical challenges posed to  the service providers 
to  establish that there had in fa c t been interception were very significant. 
INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIS, GUARDIAN -  it was a very weird performance by Mr Yates. 
INTERVIEW: BRIAN PADDICK, FDRMER DEPUTY ASSISTANT CDMMISSIDNER FDR 
THE MET -  John Yates said th a t he had a degree of independence because he 
wasn't involved in the initial investigation but he is now in charge of the 
department tha t did th a t initial investigation. There must be an outside force 
looking a t it, if not the IPCC. Presenter -  it's claimed th a t the phone messages of 
Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were recorded by private detectives and 
investigations of the allegations of phone tapping are being carried out by the 
director of public prosecutions and the press complaints commission and the 
Culture Media and Sports select committee.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastadurrants.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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Keyword: Press Com plaints Commission

N U M B E R  O F  P E O P L E  A L L E G E D  T O  

H A V E  B E E N  P H O N E  T A P P E D  M A Y  

S U E

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:30:00
Presenter: John Foster
Item Start: 07:39:28
Duration; 2:09

This was by the News of the World. It ended with the conviction of News of the 
World journalist Clive Goodman and Glen Mulcaire [PHONETIC], W : JOHN YATES, 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, METROPOLITAN POLICE -  the technical challenges 
posed by the service dividers to establish there had been interceptions were very 
significant. INTERVIEW; NICK DAVIS, REPORTER, GUARDIAN -  it is a very weird 
performance by Mr Yates. INTERVIEW: BRIAN PADDICK, FORMER DEPUTY 
COMMISSIONER, MET -  John Yates said th a t he'had a degree of independence 
because he wasn't involved in the investigation. There must be a t least an outside 
force looking a t it, if not the Independent Police Complaints Commission. Presenter 
-  it has been claimed phone messages from Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were 
recorded. Investigations into the allegations of phone tapping are being carried 
out by the Director of Public Prosecution, the Press Complaints Commission and 
the Culture, Media and Sports Select Committee.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcastadurranta.co-uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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C E L E B R I T I E S  C O N S I D E R  S U I N G  T H E  

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D

Programme: BBC News
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 09:00:00
Item Start: 09:01:17
Duration: 7:14
R eporter Ben Wright

This is following allegations the paper hired private investigators to  hack into the 
phones of high profile people. Reporter -  The Guardian alleges Sir Alex Ferguson's 
phone was tapped by a private detective working fo r the NOTW. John Yates from  
the M et Police said no new evidence had cropped up. The CPS is going to look into 
the case and the Press Complaints Commission will also have an inquiry so the heat 
isn't quite o ff Andy Coulson who is the Tory's media chief. W : JEREMY HUNT MP, 
SHADOW CULTURE SECRETARY -  he has behaved totally honourably. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: BRIAN PADDICK, FORMER DEPUTY ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, MET 
POLICE -  John Yates said he had reviewed the Goodman case. STUDIO INTERVIEW: 
MARK STEPHENS, MEDIA LAWYER -  it appears th a t someone has told The 
Telegraph today that i have. I have two clients one who has been named publically. 
Presenter -  a lot depends on what Kir Starmer [PHONETIC], the DPP, decides in his 
review of evidence today.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadce8t0dufTant3.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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P H O N E  T A P P I N G  C L A I M S

Programme: Good Morning Ulster 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:05:00 
Presenter: Conner and Will 
Item Start: 07:04:32 
Duration: 2:53

Scotland Yard has said 'no' to a fresh investigation into phone tapping by the News 
of the World. STUDIO INTERVIEW: TORIN DOUGLAS, BBC MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

A n  -  around three or four legal firms are looking a t whether action can be taken, this 
is following information from The Guardian. Information Commission has been 
looking a t whether personal information from banks and the DVLA has been 
published. Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer had their phones tapped into. Gordon 
Taylor from the PFA was given £700,000 from the News of the World a fte r  he had 
his phone tapped into. Presenter -  John Yates said th a t there will be no 
investigation. INTERVIEW: DOUGLAS -  the Guardian has criticised this. The Press 
Complaints Commission and the Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee are 
going to investigate. News International say th a t they are constrained in what they 
can say.

If you wish to ordar a tape or transcript of this broadcast, pleaaa fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7574 0222 or 
email broadcaatadurranta.co.uk or call 020 7574 0200 and ask to apeak to a member of tha Broadcast Team.
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L E G A L  A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  N E W S  O F  

T H E  W O R L D  O V E R  P H O N E  H A C K I N G

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:00:00
Presenter Ray Clark
Item Start: 07:09:09
Duration: 2:15

Detectives investigated allegations of phone hacking in 2006 which ended with the 
conviction o f the News of the World journalist Clive Goodman and a private 
detective Glenn Mulcaire. Yesterday the Metropolitan Police Assistant 
Commissioner John Yates said there wasn't enough evidence fo r any more people 
to be charged. W : JOHN YATES, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, METROPOLITAN 
POLICE -  the technical challenges posing to the service providers to establish that 
they had in fa c t been intercepted were very significant. INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIES, 
REPORTER, GUARDIAN -  it's a very weird performance by Mr Yates. INTERVIEW: 
BRIAN PADDICK, FORMER ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, METROPOLITAN POLICE -  
there must be some degree of independence in this investigation, a t  least an 
outside force looking a t it if not the Independent Police Complaints Commission. 
Presenter -  it's being claimed phone messages fo r Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan 
Shearer were recorded by private detectives. Investigations into the allegations of 
phone tapping are being carried out by the Director of Public Prosecutions, the 
Prp..qs Complaints Commission and the Culture, Media and Sports Select 
Committee. I wonder if any tapping was going on when two MPs were talking about 
expenses.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email ba-oadca3tiadurrant3.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and aak to apeak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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T A B L O I D  P H O N E  T A P P I N G

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:00:00
Presenter: Nick Ferrari
Item Start: 08:00:26
Duration: 0:45

A dozen victims of phone hacking are in talks with their lawyers about taking legal 
action against the News Of The World. The paper is facing three separate 
investigations; by MPs, the director of public prosecutions and the Press 
Complaints Commission. A police investigation has been ruled out. INTERVIEW: 
CHRIS HUHNE MP, LIBERAL DEMOCRAT HOME AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN -  the Pres.g 
Complaints Commission is a toothless watchdog which is a self regulatory body of 
the newspaper industry and failed to get a grip on this issue in the firs t place. The 
select committee are not in the position to conduct the sort of investigation with 
the rigour we expect from a police force.

If you wish to order e tape or tranacript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it bade on 020 7674 02ffi or 
email broadcastiadurrants.co.ule or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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P H O N E  T A P P I N G  C L A I M

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:03:45
Presenter. Mark Murphy
Item Start: 07:08:00
Duration: 2:25

A number o f prominent people whose phone calls were allegedly hacked into by 
investigators working fo r the News o f the World are considering legal action 
against the paper. W : JOHN YATES, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, METROPOLITAN 
POLICE -  our inquiries show th a t in the vast majority of cases there was 
insufficient evidence. INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIES, GUARDIAN -  that was a very weird 
performance by Mr Yates -  he devoted all his remarks to one single journalist, Clive 
Goodman. INTERVIEW: BRIAN PADDICK, FORMER DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
COMMISSIONER, METROPOLITAN POLICE -  there must be some degree of 
independence involved here In this investigation such as the IPCC. Presenter -  it's 
been claimed phone messages from Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were 
recorded. Investigations into the allegations are being carried out by the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, the Press Complaints Commission and the Culture, Media 
and Sports Select Committee.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax  it back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broBdcastadurrants.eo.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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M E T  P O L I C E  W O N T  I N V E S T I G A T E  

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  H A C K I N G

Programme; Good Morning Wales 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 06:00:00 
Presenter: Treen Ywareth, Sarah Dickins 
Item Start: 06:07:32 
Duration: 4:55

Assistant Commissioner John Yates toid reporters the police had seen no 
additional evidence. INTERVIEW: DAVID BANKS, FORMER EDITOR, THE MIRROR -  the 
Mirror's been named, the Observer the Guardian's sister paper and the Daily Mail. 
STUDIO INTERVIEW: PETER PRESTON, FORMER EDITOR, GUARDIAN /  WRITER 
OBSERVER- I think it  is basically worse endemic across Fleet S treet. What David 
Banks is referring to is reports by the Information Commissioner, it lead to many 
things, including Press Complaints Commission's new guidelines. It is dealing with 
the time before Goodman was exposed. It relates to  whether News International 
executives told the truth. There are investigations underway, including by the CPS. 
Goodman and his chum Glen Mulcaire, both of who went to prison. Gordon Taylor, 
the Chief o f the Football Association, all o f that was there.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email hroadcastQdurrant8.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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M O B I L E  P H O N E S  H A C K I N G  

A L L E G E D L Y  B Y  T H E  N E W S  O F  T H E  

W O R L D  J O U R N A L I S T S

Programme: Breakfast 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:00:00 
Presenter: Been, Sarah Dickens 
Item Start: 08:07:16 
Duration: 5:27

The Metropolitan Police doesn't think an investigation into newspaper claims of 
mobile phone hacking by The News of the World is needed. This is despite fresh 
claims by The Guardian th a t The News of the World reporters intercepted the 
mobile phone messages of the great and good and that the announcement by the 
DPP Keir Starm er who said he'll look again a t those claims. A Met Police 
investigation three years ago did end with two convictions. INTERVIEW: JOHN 
YATES, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, METROPOLITAN POLICE -  our inquiries show 
th a t in the fa s t majority o f cases there was insufficient evidence to show that 
tapping had been achieved. STUDIO INTERVIEW: CHRIS HUME, HOME AFFAIRS 
SPOKESMAN, LIBERAL DEMOCRAT -  you didn't mention in his report that he 
started his statem ent saying he's been asked to  review by the Commissioner the 
case o f Glen Mulcaire and Clive Goodman. The issue people want to  know is how 
widespread this practice was. I intend to write the IPCC and the Chair Nick 
Hardwick to look a t this again. It's  all very well saying th a t the Commons Culture, 
Media and Sport Committee is going open its inquiry. Presenter -  a former editor 
of The Guardian said th a t he believes th a t these allegations date back before 
newspapers and the Press Complaints Commission tightened the regulations of 
which they run themselves. We know News International were prepared to pay an 
out o f court settlem ent with Gordon Taylor o f the Professional FA in order to  
provide him with the compensation fo r  the damage of intruding on his privacy.

If you wish to order a tape or tranecript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it bade on 020 7674 0222 or 
email hmadrasrtjadurrBnts.co.ulc or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  F A C E S  

I N Q U I R I E S  I N T O  P H O N E  T A P P I N G

Programme: GMTV
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:00:00 
Presenter. Andrew Castle and Emma Crosby 
Item Start: 08:01:12 
Duration: 1:59

STUDIO INTERVIEW: EMMA PYNE, CORRESPONDENT -  Scotland Yard may not be 
^  investigating these fresh allegations but bosses a t the News International Group 

will come under severe pressure. They'll be called in by the Commons. Reporter -  
the Manchester United boss Sir Alex Ferguson and former Newcastle manager 
Alan Shearer are said to  be among the thousands of high profile figures who have 
allegedly had their private telephone messages recorded. It is a fte r  reading 
newspaper reports th a t Rupert Murdoch's company paid Elm in damages to stop 
the story getting out. Some celebrities including Max Clifford and Vanessa Feltz 
are now considering legal advice themselves. The M et Police believe there is no 
fresh evidence from the investigation that saw Clive Goodman jailed fo r phone 
tapping. INTERVIEW: BRIAN PADDICK, FORMER DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
COMMISSIONER, MET POLICE -  Scotland Yard don't seem to have the appetite to  
take this any further. Reporter -  MPs will reopen their 2007 inquiry to  hear 
evidence from Les Hinton. It's expected Andy Coulson who now works fo r David 
Cameron will also be called in to give evidence. The Director of Public Prosecution 
has called fo r an urgent review and the Press Complaints Commission will also 
carry out an inquiry.
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S C O T L A N D  Y A R D  S A Y S  I T  W I L L  N O T  

I N V E S T I G A T E  M O B I L E  H A C K I N G

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:00:00
Presenter: Stephen Rhodes
Item Start: 08:00:35
Duration: 0:42

The Guardian alleges th a t Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were among those 
) targeted by the News of the World. INTERVIEW: DR ALEC CHARLES, SENIOR 

LECTURER IN MEDIA, UNIVERSITY OF BEDFORDSHIRE -  Press Complaints 
Commission is not doing a very good job.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email broadcasfciadurrants.co.ulf or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to apeak to a member of the Broadcast Tearn.
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S C O T L A N D  Y A R D  F A C E S  C R I T I C I S M  

O V E R  N O N  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  O F  

P H O N E  M E S S A G E S

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:30:00
Presenter Charlie Chartlon, Alfie Joey
Item Start; 08:31:05
Duration: 0:40
Reporter; Torin Douglas

The Guardian says Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer were among those whose 
messages were intercepted by the News o f The World. The Metropolitan Police 
says there is not enough evidence to  look into the allegations. Reporter -  there are 
three other inquiries ongoing. The Press Complaints Commission and the Culture, 
Media B Sport Select Committee are looking again.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it  back on 020 7674 0222 or 
email hroadcastadurranta.co.ulc or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Taam.
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T A B L O I D  P H O N E  T A P P I N G

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:05:00
Presenter. Steve Harris
Item Start: 07:17:22
Duration: 3:43

Prominent people who had their phones tapped by the News Of the World are said 
to  be considering legal action against the paper. Lawyers have been consulted by 
various celebrities and politicians. STUDIO INTERVIEW: TORRIN DOUGLAS, 
CORRESPONDENT -  three or four legal firms have been contacted by their clients 
who believe their private details were accessed. It has always been said th a t this 
sort o f thing goes on in journalism, the problem is proving it. The Guardian alleges 
that a t the News Of the World the practice is more widespread than the activities 
of their royal correspondent who was jailed fo r  phone tapping. The Director of 
Public Prosecutions is still investigating this case and the Culture, Media and Sport 
Committee o f the House o f Commons is also looking into it to see if they have been 
misled by News International. The Press Complaints Commission is also 
investigating. Today the Guardian says Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer had 
their phone messages hacked into on the phone of Gordon Taylor the head of the 
Professional Footballers Association.There were other cases involving the Arsenal 
manager, Paul Gascoigne and others. Gordon Taylor received £700,000 in costs and 
if others get th a t sum it could be very pricey fo r the News Of the World. Presenter 
-  For mre information on the tabloids, read 'Flat Earth News' by Nick Davis.
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N E W  C L A I M S  A B O U T  A L L E G E D  

P H O N E  H A C K I N G

Programme: Sunrise 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:00:00 
Presenter: Mark Longhurst, Gillian Joseph 
Item Start: 07:32:42 
Duration: 5:49

\ This is by reporters a t the News of the World. The Guardian claiming Sir Alex
^  Ferguson and Alan Shearer have been targeted. The Crown Prosecution Service 

carries out an urgent review. Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman called for 
an independent inquiry into the phone hacking claims. Further investigations by the 
Metropolitan Police. STUDID INTERVIEW: CHRIS HUHNE, MP, HDME AFFAIRS 
SPDKESMAN, LIBERAL DEMDCRATS -  it wouldn't have been the police who 
conducted the original inquiry. The Commissioner of the M et Police asked did you 
do a good job? What people wanted wad not a review of the evidence as Assistant 
Commissioner Kohn Yates said. In the case of Clive Goodman and Glen Mulcaire, the 
two men were convicted. I think It  would be appropriate fo r the IPCC to look a t it. 
The Press Complaints Commission is a toothless watchdog. It hasn't been denied 
by News International there was a substantial payment Gordon Taylor, the chief 
executive of the Football Association. Presenter -  is it the case MPs see a chacne 
to  kick back a t the media a fte r  the Telegraph and expenses row? STUDID 
INTERVIEW: HUHNE -  I spent 19 years a journalist, including a t the Independent, 
runningp investigations into things like Robert Maxwell.
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U R G E N T  R E V I E W  O F  E V I D E N C E  

R E L A T I N G  T O  A L L E G E D  P H O N E  

T A P P I N G  B Y  N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D

Programme: Breakfast 
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 08:00:00 
Presenter: Charlie Stayt, Kate Silverton 
Item Start; 08:03:16
Duration: 2:00 ,
Reporter. Ben Wright

This is being carried out by the Crown Prosecution Service. Reporter -  the 
Guardian alleges tha t Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson was one of the 
voices on one of the phones th a t was tapped by a private detective working fo r the 
News of the World. John Yates from the Metropolitan Police said no new evidence 
had cropped up. A committee of MPs will begin a hearing next week. The Crown 
Prosecution Service is going to look into the case. The Press Complaints 
Cnmmi.s.ciinn will also have an inquiry. The heat isn't quite o ff Andy Coulson 
[p h o n e t ic ], the form er News of the World editor who is now the Conservative 
Party's Media Chief. INTERVIEW: JEREMY HUNT MP, SHADOW CULTURE 
SECRETARY -  he did it because he was taking responsibility fo r something that he 
didn't know about. Reporter -  he's had strong backing from his boss David 
Cameron.

%
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L E G A L  A C T I O N  C O N S I D E R E D  B Y  

P E O P L E  W H O S E  P H O N E S  H A C K E D  

I N T D  B Y  P E D P L E  W O R K I N G  F O R  

N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:05:00
Presenter: Stephen Rhodes
Item Start: 07:08:06
Duration: 4:37

Stars including Nigella Lawson, Gwyneth Paltrow have reportedly been hacked and 
today the Guardian says Alex Ferguson and Alan Shearer have been hacked too. 
STUDIO INTERVIEW: DR ALEC CHARLES, SENIOR LECTURER IN MEDIA, UNIVERSITY 
OF BEDFORDSHIRE -  we are supposed to have the Press Complaints Commission 
to  regulate an ethical stance. Why a fte r New International had as the Guardian is 
to  believed paid out about a million to people and why was there no police 
investigation. It would appear if the allegations are true th a t the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act 2000 has been broken. Presenter -  take the Telegraph 
during the expenses scandal, they seemed to be hounding people in some cases. 
STUDIO INTERVIEW: CHARLES -  when Parliament were forced by Freedom of 
Information to publish the full details there was a great deal blacked out.
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P H O N E  T A P P I N G

Programme: Breakfast
Programme Start: 10/07/2009 07:05:00
Presenter: Allan Beswick
Item Start: 07:36:14
Duration: 2:36

What can you tell us about these new moves to sue the News o f the World? STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: TORIN DOUGLAS, MEDIA CORRESPONDENT -  we know of three or four 
legal firms th a t have been contacted by high profile clients to say have we got a 
case to sue the News of the World. That's what Gordon Taylor, the CEO of the PFA 
has done. Sir Alex Ferguson is one of those whose messages were allegedly hacked 
into on Gordon Taylor's mobile phone. Alan Shearer and various other high profile 
figures are there as well. Presenter -  the DPP, the Commons Select Committee 
and the Press Complaints Commission have said th a t they're going to have a look 
a t it.
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N E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  R E J E C T S  

P H O N E  T A P P I N G  C L A I M S

Programme; Today
Programme Start: 11/07/2009 08:00:00 
Item Start: 08:53:50 
Duration: 6:10

The Guardian says it's got proof. Some papers will go too fa r  to get a story as 
exclusive stories sell papers a fte r  all. STUDIO INTERVIEW: DONALD TRELFORD 
[PHONETIC], FORMER EDITOR, OBSERVER /  PROFESSOR OF JOURNALIST, 
SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY -  if you look a t a historic perspective, much investigative 

journalism has come from methods that were legal a t the time. The Sunday Times 
exposed a drug Firm by buying court papers which someone had access to. STUDIO 
INTERVIEW: CHRIS HORRY [PHONETIC], AUTHOR, TABLOID NATION -  the Press 
Cnmplaintis Commi.qsion Code makes it clear a Journalist should only obtain 
information by straight forward means unless there's an overwhelming case in the 
public interest. Max Clifford's phone has apparently been hacked into as well as 
Gwyneth Paltrow [PHONETIC]. STUDIO INTERVIEW: TRELFORD -  I think what we 
have here is a celebrity culture. It  reminds me of Nixon in the White House.
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2 DUNBLANE ADJUDICATION

T h e  ScottSli
E x p w *  fca* hem  c r ili-  

cbeA ̂  the CotapM nla

the p riw te  Iwes 
wfc® jprwiwed Ac

On I  M aeh i *  
pnbl&hed an artide . 
“Ajfflkrasaiy-'Shaiac eC Oiiabteie 
SBWiirws" #liieh elannei tiiatlie  
betevioBr'.of some of iiose who 
sHTVwel fee iDnnblane sh«*iiig 
iti:1596 - and who were Bow t̂wa- 
ing 18 - ^shaiiied* tie BMBory o f 
these‘w l» died.

TM s claim  was based on p c -  
twBS ,airi otter MotmalMi w hici 
the aew^japer had obtained finni 
social Hctwoiting websites.

Bi'e ■ parents o f two af those

n a iir f m  fee piece am i it was 
ifflfiosree o f fee newspaper to 
hayo idaitifed feen- eMlifceii as 
Donilaae suCTiviKs m i to have. 
pAlM ied ah«tt- fie ir
pivato lives* iiKlndiag-pictaiM.

T ie  SaM ish Suflilay E x p « s  
acknowfcd^d lia t iif i tone o f tie  
article Sad tem  fll-iw lged a a i 
pfeEste m  ̂ lo ^ ,  ’

It & i  poiflf Out, ’fc>wevei; ti*t 
A c ideatitics of fee airavefs had 
hem  p ibfish ei p w io a sly  and 
Ihat Sie infomalion. -about iw m  
had been dbtmMpi from pnbiciy- 
accessible websites.

Serious intnisten
T ie  CoBmissioB dii'aotacccpt 

ila t ia s  atpaneat ja stifirf w ik  
was a serious iataisiMi and .fee

apo.Iap; w iife ^ r .^ a t e ,  was 
not a i« » ly  to b r ^ li-
ing iirC o < fco f Practice.

It wes clear feat the boys in­
v o lv e  in in s  case were mat 
p ibfic £gtma in ally laeaBiflgfiil 
sense- and had done aotfiisg to 
warrant meefi-a aatitiay smee be­
ing c a u ^ l in  a oewswoitiiy 
event tliirt^iil.yeaft ago.

As a result, evea feoagli- the 
iiiwges and m&tmMien were 
svaSable freely- cmliae, “the way 
they were used -  when -fecre- was 
.ftopaiticalw t c ^ n  for fee Says 
to' fe  in fee news- — represent^ 
a fiindafl*BiaI & ilufc to rapect 
flidr p i« ie !»«.“

Tlie  CoimnissioB conclirfed 
tiiat ^ ife lcafio B  represented a 
serious error of judgement”'.
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Charlie Brooker
T h e  v e r y  f a b r i c  o f  s o c i e t y  i s  b r e a k i n g  d o w n  

• ,  a r o u n d  u s .  W h a t  t h e  h e l l  i s  t h e r e  l e f t  t o  b e l i e v e  i n ?
)

It’s all gone wrong.
Our belief in  e¥erything 
has been shattered by a 

; series o f shock revelations 
' that have shaken our core 
to its core. You can’t move 

for toppling institutions. Television, the economy, the 
police., the House of Commons, and, most recently, the 
p re ss. . .  a ll revealed to be jam-packed with liars and 
bastards and graspers and. bullies and turds.

And we knew. We knew. But we were deep in denial, 
like a cuckolded partner who knows the sorry truth but 
tries their best to ignore it. Over the last 18 months the 
spotlight o f truth has swung this way and that, and one 
institution after another was suddenly exposed as being 
precisely as rotten as we always thought it was. What’s 
that? Phone-in TV quizzes might a bit of con? The 
economic boom is-an u nsustain^Ie fantasy? Riot police 
can be a little “handy”? MPs aie greedy? The Hews of the 
W,orld might have used underhand tactics to get a story?

') What next? Oxygen is flavourless? Cows stink at water 
 ̂ polo? CM ldren are overrated? We knew all this stuff. We 

ju st didn’t have the details.
After all their histrionic shrieMng about standards in 

television, it was only a matter of time before the tabloids 
got it in  the neck. Last Monday even the ElfiSS Complaints 
rnuim ission.. w hich is generafly about as m uch use as a 
Disprin canoe, finally puffed up its chest and criticised  
the Scottish Sunday Express for its part in  the Dunblane 
survivors’ story scandal. You remember that, don’t you? 
Back in  March? When the Scottish Sunday Express ran a 
story about survivors of the Dunblane massacre who’d just 
turned 18? It fearlessly investigated their Facebook profiles

and discovered that some of 
them enjoyed going to pubs and 
getting off with other teenagers, 
then ran these startling revela­
tions on its front page, w ith the 
headline AKNIVERSARY SHAME 
OF DUNBLANE SURVIVORS.

“The Sunday Express can 
reveal how, on their social net­

working sites, some of them have 
boasted about alcoholcbinges 
and fights,” crowed the laper.
“For instance, [one of them] - 
who was hit by a single buhet 
and watched in horror as Ms 
classmates died - makes rude 
gestures in pictures he posted 
on his Bebo site, and boasts of 
drunken nights out.”

Nice, yeah?
As I’m  aire  you recall, there 

was an immediate outcry, which 
was covered at length in  all the 
papers. You remember their out­
raged front pages, right? A ll their 
cries of SICK and FOU L and V ILE  
in  huge black text? Remember 
that? No? Of course you don’t.
Because the papers largely kept mum about the whole 
thing. Instead, the outrage blew up online. Bloggers kicked 
up a stink; 11,000 people signed a petition and deivered it 
to the gCC- The paper printed a m ealy-m ouflied apology 
that apologised for the general tenor o f the article, while 
wM niag that they hadn’t printed anything that wasn’t pub- 
Mdy accessible online. A ll it had done was ̂ th e r it up and 
disseminate it in the most hum iliating and revolting way 
possible. Last Monday’s .PCC ruling'got next to zero cover­
age. Maybe if  it had happened after the News of the World 
phone-tapping story broke it would have gathered more.
Or maybe not. Either way, the spofflght of truth is, for now, 
pointing at the press.

But this is just one small part of the ongoing, alm ighty 
detox of everything. There’s been such an immense purge, 
such an exhaustive etMcal audit, no one’s come out dean. 
There’s  m uck round every arse. But if  the media’s rotten 
and the government’s rotten and the p o lce  are rotten and 
the city’s rotten and the church is rotten -  if  life as we know 
it really is fundamentally rotten - what the hefl is there left 
to believe in? Alton Towers? G reg^  the bakers? The WI?

The internet. Can we trust in  that? O f course not. Give 
it six  months and we’l  probably discover Kovm
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together by orphans in  sweatshops. Or that W i-Fi does 
som ething horrible to your braiii, like eating your fondest 
memories and replacing them w ith drawings of cross-eyed 
bats and a strong sm ell of puke. There's surely a great 
dystopian sci-fi novel yet to be written about a world in  
w hich it’s suddenly discovered that wireless broadband 
signals deaden the hinnaii brain, slowly robbing us of all 
emotion, until after lo  years of exposure we’re all either 
rutting in  stairw ells or Estiessly reversing oui cars over our 
own offspring w ith nary the merest glimmer of sympathy

or pain on our faces. It’ll be set in  Basingstoke and 
called, “Cuh, Typ icaL”

What about each other? Society? Can we trast 
us? Doubt it. We’re probably not even real, as was 
revealed in the popular documentaxy The Matrix.
That bloke next door? Made of pixels. Youi 
co-workers? Pixels. You? One pixel. One 
measly pixel. You haven’t even got shoes, for 
Christ’s sake.

As the very fabric of life breaks down around 
us, even language itse lf seems unreliable. These 
words don’t make sense. The vowels and conso­
nants you’re hearing in  your m ind’s  ear right now 
are being generated by mere squiggles on a page 
or screen. Pointless hieroglyphics. Shapes. You’re 
staring at shapes and hearing them in youx head.
When you see the word “trust”, can you even trust 
that? Why? It’s ju st shapes!

Sight now all our faith has poured out of the old 
institutions, and there’s nowhere left to put 
it. We need new institutions to believe in , and 
fast. Doesn’t matter what they’re made of. Knit 
them out of string, 
wool, anything.
Quickly, quickly.
Before we start
worshipping r
insects.

G iw eitsix
m oBtlis and
w e'H
pfobably
iiscow er
G o o s e 's
sewn
te g e tle rb y
© ip lM s im
sweatshops

^ n v o B S
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3. THE MEDIA & THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

P r e s s u r e  g r o u p  m u s t

r HE NEED forscnipu- 
foms m enitocing of 
coverage -of the core 
M idd le  East co n lict 
in  the British media 
haS'been evident 
since the o.eibreak 
of the second Inti­
fada in autunm

2000. Blit it was not until the second 
Israel-Lebanon war in the sum m er s f  
2006 that a gronp of pMianthropiSts 
and like-njinded. yoiing profession­
als decided to move into A e  vaeuam.

Hie neworganls«ion,iasf/oanKif- 
tsm, latmched amid some fanfare 
intliespring.of2008,lias.so ii^tto  
be different iio iii other m onitoring 
groups. Its alms (asTCCorded on J*s 
website) were to .measure co w ra^  
of the MicMle East to the tJK mecBa

a ^ 'to a  varioas-cod^ of conduct laid 
dowa.by A e  BBC Sfcoia, flie gfess 
^ in p la in ts GdmiMs^op and atfcer 
R S K s i iS g ’S e d a iB iB re se a rck  It 
wouM be la te ly  foeused on the Brit­
ish .nt«lia in a n tia srto  other groups

like M a a ti—wMch Ipdks at material 
emanaBng from Arab lands —and 
Honest SqjortlngWfiichmohttors 
media from acrass the globe.

It.has.also.of^Hised Middle last 
debates at Hampstead Town Hall 
indnding one earBer this year in  
which this-writei;JC editor Stephen 
Pollard a n ijo n  Sno wparticipafed. 
Reports from Jta v e -te n  thorough. It 
regards its roost recent study compar­
ing a le g e i war Criipes 1b Sri ian fa  
and Ga^a as-groand breaking,

■ But at times .it seems slow J  
argues that it is,not there to-provide 
“toeeferk" .responses. Vet the pace 
witfawMch. it works on issues—such 
as the Amnestyfaternaiional report 
on Gaza or the'Cinrcotslew of articles 
on settlements (in the Guardian and 
New Statesman ta  name two)— is not 
impressive. J  would seem to miss an 
early oppom inity to  fiaine the debate 
by poiiitiag out potential factual 
shortcom ing or kabalance.

This lack of alertness porentially 
stems ftom a  leaiersfiiD'M aiuitL In

.itS'Shoct life Jf bas already disposed of 
two'-cMef executives. H ie i i ^  A le l 
Darwisfi, was a veteran M3st
correspomdentwlmbM worfcdfor 
a Bum berrf UK papers and reported 
from the front line ia tile Midtfe East 
He left wifiiout atpianatioii although 
there « r e  reports of lieated-polcy 

difcencesw ith  
I j d n g  coleagues.

Nowwe learn 
WP CIIlci j||5 succej.

setB izateth

^ O b  W fife SS lienced public 
a&irsewcutiKe 

with HshbiMTi H.edges,.haS:aIso left to  
.post Losiog two.eliief:ettcati»es in 
short order tooks'cardess.

JJ reftBcd a}Biineiit,oii. her.aarly 
departure andsim p^ states that a

Boarf-willsooSbeaniioiaieed.
fay's tenure w s  aotwitfrotitcontro 

veisy. A.repott ori British media cover- 
age.of the Israeli elections-produired
a aegative response oa AeCm riHan’s, 
Comment is Free website from writer 
Sterif-NashasliibL He accused jay of 
betrafingj’s ortgiaal-prindples- in its 
“sdectiw ^ inaccuiacy .and eitaggeia- 
fion”. He disptoes, for insance^a in d - 
tag that the BriMsh mwiia were .too 
easy OB-Hamas after its electioii.

G ritiasia on-die Gam dim ’s site, 
which ftequently carries antHstael 
materia'l, & notsuipistag.W lM tiS 
more w snying it that the writer ikss- 
a.ble t»pickIioleS;iii tiie metlioiiotogy 
noting A a t j’s independence teokrf 
to have been.coMpromisecI by “sub­
jective judgements'.

Objectiw^ alw a^ is gotog to be a 
probleni in  coveifrig the M iddlelast 
a n d j has-generallf done a good job. 
Bttt-Wtli two-cMef ram ittves gone 
and tatemews just b erim in g for a 
tfiird it is tu be hoped tiiat its andis- 
closrf'backers do not feel th ^  have 
emtiarked Oman impossible task.

Mex Brummer is City Editor oftheSaify 
M ail
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1. NEWS OF THE WORLD: 
PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS

Revealed: Murdoch’s Elm 
b̂iU for hiding dirty tricks

p

T o r y  P R  c h i e f  

u n d e r  f i r e  o v e r  

t a b l o i d  h a c k i n g

•  P o l i t i c i a n s  

a n d  c e l e b r i t i e s  

a m o n g  A u c t i m s

Nick Davies

Rupert Murdoch's News Group newspa­
pers has paid out more thanfun to settle 
legal cases that threatened to reveal evi­
dence of his journalists' repeated involve­
ment in theuse of criminal methodsto get 
stories.

The payments secured secrecy over out- 
of-court settlanents in three cases that 
threatenedto expose evidence ofMuidoch 
joumalistsusirgpiivateinvestigatoiswho 
illegally hacked into the mobile phone 
messages of numerous public figures and 
to gain unlawful access to confidential 
personal data including tax records, social 
security files, bank statements and item­
ised phone bills. Cabinet ministers, MPs, 
actors and sports stars were all targets of 
the private investigators.

Today, the Guardian reveals details of 
the suppressed evidence which may open 
the door to hundreds more legal actions 
by victims of News Group, the Murdoch 
companythat pniblishes the News of the 
World and the Sun, as well as provok­
ing police inquiries into reporters who 
were involved and the senior ê recutives 
responsible for them. The evidence also 
poses difficult questions for: 
d Conservative leader David Cameron's 
director of communications, Andy Coul- 
son, who was deputy editor and then edi­

tor of the News of the World when, the 
suppressed evidence shows, journalists 
forwhomhewas responsiblewere engag­
ing in hundreds of apparently illegal acts 

Murdoch executives who, dbeit in good 
faith, have misled a parliamentary select 
committee, the Press Complaints Com- 
missioTi and the public 
»  The Metropohtan police, who did not 
alert all those whose phones were tar­
geted, and the Crown Prosecution Service, 
which didnot pursue allpossiblecharges 
against News Group personnel

The Press Complaints 
which claimed to have conducted an 
investigation but failed to uncover any 
evidence of illegal activity.

The suppressed legal cases are linked 
to the jailing in January 2007 ofNews of 
the World reporter Clive Goodman for 
hacking into the mobile phones of three 
royal staff, an offence under the Regula­
tion of Investigatory Powers Act. At the 
time. News International said it knew of 
no other journalist who was involved in 
hacking phones and that Goodman had 
been acting without their knowledge.

However, one senior source at the Met 
told the Guardian that during the Good-

maninquiry, officers had found evidence 
of Newre Group staff using private inves­
tigators who hacked into "thousands” 
of mobile phones. Another source with 
direct knowledge of the police findings 
put the figure at “two or three thousand” 
mobiles. They suggest that MPs from 
all three parties and cabinet ministers, 
including former deputy prime minister 
John Prescott and former culture secre- 
taryTe^a Jowell, were amongthetaigets. 
Newslmtetoationalhas always maintained 
that it has no knowledge of phone hacking 
by anybody acting on its behalf.

A private investigator who had been 
■working forNewsGroup, Glenn Mulcaire, 
was also jailed in January 2007- He admit­
ted hacking into the phones of five other 
targets, inchidmg Gordon Taylor, chief 
executive of the Professional Football­
ers’ Association. Among those phones he 
hacked into were the Lib Dem MP Simon 
Hughes, celebrity PR ]
Max Clifford, model Elle 
MaePherson amd ftsotbafl c' ’ 
agent Sky Andrew. News Group denied 
all knowledge of the hacking, but Taylor

Continued on
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last year sued them on the basis that they 
must have known about it.

In documents initially submitted to the 
high court. News Group executives said 
the company had not been involved in 
any way in Mulcaire’s hacking of Taylor's 
phone. They specifically denied keep­
ing any recording or notes of intercepted 
messa^ and claimed they had not even 
been aware of the hacking. However, at 
the request of Taylor’s lawyers, the court 
ordered the proiictiou of detailed evi­
dence from S cotland Yard’s in quiry in the 
Goodman case and also from a separate 
inquiry by thelnformation Commissioner 
into journalists who dishonestly obtain 
confidential personal records.

The Scotland Yard files included paper­
work which revealed that, contrary to 
News Group’s initial denial, Mulcaire had 
provided a recording of the messages on 
Taylor’s phone to a Newrs of the World 
journalist who had transcribed them and 
emailed them to a senior reporter; and 
that a News of the World executive had 
offered Mulcaire a substantial bonus pay­
ment for a story specifically related to the 
intercepted messages.

Several famous figures in football are 
amongthose whose messages were inter­
cepted. Coulson was editing the paper at 
this time.Hetoldthe Guardian thisweekhe 
knew nothing about Taylor’s legal action, 
which began after he left the paper.

The paperwork from the Information 
Commission revealed the names of31 jour­
nalists working for the News ofthe World 
and the Sim, together with the details of 
government agencies, banks, phonecom- 
panies and others who were conned into 
handing over confidential information on 
politicians, actors, sportsmen andwomen, 
musicians and television presenters, allof 
whomare named in the paperwork. This is

an offence under the Data Protection Act 
unless it is justified by public interest.

Senior editors are among those impU-

cated. This activity occurred before the 
mobile phone hacking, at a time when 
Coulson was deputy and the editor was 
Rebekah Wade, now due to become chief 
executive of News International. The 
extent of their personal knowledge, if 
any, is not clear.- the News of the World 
has always insist ed that it wouldnot break 
the law and iwould use subterfuge only if 
essential in the public interest.

Faced with this evidence. News Inter­
national changed their position, started 
offering huge cash payments to settle 
the case out of court, and finally paid out 
£700,000 in legal costs and damages on 
the condition that Taylor signed a gag^g 
clause to prevent him speaking about the 
case. The payment is believed to have 
indudedmore than £400,000 in damages. 
News Group then persuaded the court to 
seal the file on Taylor’s case to prevent all 
public access, even though it contained 
priina fade evidence of diminal activity.

The Scotland Yard paperwork also pro­
vided evidence theNews of the World had 
been involved with Mulcaire in his hack­
ing the mobile phones of at least two other 
football figures. They filed complaints, 
which were settled earlier this year 
when News International paid more than 
£300,000 in damages and costs on condi­
tion that they signed gagging clauses.

The Guar̂ an's understanding is that 
the paperwork disdosedby Scotland Yard 
isonlyaftaction ofthe totd material gath­
ered on News Group̂ s involvement with 
Mulcaire. And it is a matter of record that 
the Information-Gommission has refused 
to release paperwork which implicates 
national newspaper journalists in thou­
sands of apparently iUegal acts.

Taylor declined to make any conunent. 
Goodtmm, now out of ja il, said: “My 
comment is not even 'no corrunent’.” A 
spokesman for News International said: 
“Nevre International feels it is inappropri­
ate to comment at this time.” A spokes­
woman for Cameron said the Tory leader 
was "very relaxed about the story”.

Henry Porter, page 28 »
Leader comment, page 30 »
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T r a i l  o f  h a c k i n g  a n d  d e c e i t  u n d e r  n o s e  o f  T o r y  P R  c M e f

N ick  D avie s on how the
News of the World was 
involved in  illegal activity, 
from intercepting phone 
messages to buying 
confidential personal data

when the h i^  court last summer 
ordered the News of the World to pay 
damages to Max Mosley for secretly 
filming him with prostitutes, the paper 
was furious, hi an angry leato column, 
it insisted that public figures must main­
tain standards. “It is not for the pow- 
eifiil and the influential to run to the 
courts to gag newspapers from publish­
ing stories that are TRUE,” it said. “This 
is all about the public's right to know.” 

^  \ Even as those words were being pub- 
y  lished, lawyers and senior executives 

firom News International's subsidiary 
News Group were preparing to run to 
court to gag Gordon Taylor, the chief 
executive of the Professional Football­
ers’ Association, who was suing the 
News of the World for its undisclosed 
involvement in the illegal interception 
of messages left on his mobile phone.

By persuading the h i^  court to seal 
the file and by paying Taylor more than 
£400,000 damages in exchange fiar his 
silence. News Group prevented the 
public from knowing anything about the 
hundreds of pages of evidence which 
had been disclosed in Taylor  ̂case, 
revealing potentially criminal behaviour 
by journalists on its payroIL It also pro­
tected some powerfiil and influential 
people from the implications of that 
evidence. _

David Cameron's chief press adviser, 
Andy Coulson, is not named in any of 
the suppressed evidence. However, the 
paperwork shows that during the time 
•vriien he was editor of the News of the

World, and contrary to News Groupj’s 
earlier denials, editorial staff for whom 
he was responsible were involved with 
private investigators who engaged in 
fllegal phone-hacking: and that when 
Coulson was deputy editor, reporters 
and exH:utives were commissioning 
multiple purchases of confidential 
infonnation, which is illegal unless it 
is proved to be in the public interest. 
These purchases -were not secret within 
the News of the World ofifice: they were 
openly paid for by the accounts depart­
ment with invoices which itemised 
illegal acts. News Group has always 
maintained that it acts lawfully and in 
the public interest.

Tbe scale of the adivity is bound to 
provoke questions about whether Coul­
son knew of and sanctioned the activity. 
When he was asked by the Guardian 
whether he accepted that his journal­
ists had been hacking into phones and

illegally obtaining information, Coul­
son made no comment beyond saying 
he knew nothing about Taylor’s legal 
action. When he resigned, he said he 
had had no knowledge of his reporter 
CBve Goodmaif s involvement in hack­
ing the phones of royal staff.

The fiill picture onNews Group's 
involvemeDt in the hacking of mobile 
phones is still not cfear, lately because 
the Metropolitan Police took the contro­
versial decision not to inform the public 
figures whose phones had been targeted 
and the Crown Prosecution Service
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decided not to take News Group execu­
tives to court. Scotland Yard is likely to 
fece questions about wbether senior 
officers intervened to avoid alienating a 
powerful media group.

Scotland Yard ffisdosed only a lim­
ited amount of its evidence to Taylor.
The Guardian understands that the full 
police file shows that several thousand 
public figures were targeted by investi­
gators, including, during one month in 
2006: John Prescott, then deputy prime 
minister; Tessa Jovrell, then lesponsible 
for the media as secretary of state for 
culture; Boris Johnson, then the Con­
servative spokesman on higher educa­
tion; Gwyneth Paltrow, after she had 
^ven birth to her son; George Michael, 
who had been seen looking tired at the 
wheel of his car; and Jade Goody.

When Goodman, the News of the 
World's royal editor, was jailed for hack­
ing into the mobile phones of Palace 
staff. News International said he had 
been acting without their knowledge. 
One of the investigatom working for 
the paper, Glenn Mulcaire, was also 
charged writh hacking the phones of the 
Lib Dem MP Simon Hughes, celebrity 
PR Max Clifford, model Elle MaePherson 
and football agent Sky Andrew as well 
as Taylor. At the time, the News of the 
World claimed to know nothing about 
the hacking of these targets, but Taylor 
has now proved that to be untrue in his 
case. Others who are believed to have 
been posable targets include the Scot­
tish politician Tommy Sheridan, who 
has previously accused the News of the 
Worid of bugging his car; Jeffrey Archei, 
whose perjury was exposed by the 
paper; and Sven-Goran Eriksson, whose 
sex life became a tabloid obsession.

According to one source with direct 
knowledge of the Scotland Yard evi­
dence, News of the World journalists 
were systematically using private inves­
tigators who would break the law to 
obtain information, hacking into thou­
sands of mobile phones and supplying 
raw material which was then converted 
into stories that made no reference to 
their real source. Against that - and in 
apparmrt contradiction of the evidence 
supplied and suppressed in Taylor’s case 
- senior News International executives 
have publicly claimed that Goodman 
was the only person at the News of the 
World who was involvecfin hacking, and 
that he acted without their knowledge.

In evidence to the House of Commons 
select committee on culture, media and 
sport, on 5 March 2007, seven months 
after Goodman’s arrest, Les Hinton, 
chairman of News International, was 
asked if he had conducted "a full, rigor­

ous internal inquiry” and Whs “abso­
lutely convinced” that Goodman Was 
the only person who knew about the 
phone hiddng. Hinton replied; "Yes we 
have and I believe he was the only per­
son.” Hinton added that the investiga­
tion would continue under the new edi­
tor, Colin Myler, but Myler had already 
told the Press Complaints Commission 
12 days earlier that Goodman’s hackii® 
was “aberrational", “a rogue excepfion” 
and “an exceptional and unhappy event 
in the 163-year history of the News of 
the World, involving one journalist".
The same daim was made later by the 
News of the World’s mana^ng editor, 
Stuart Kuttner, who told Radio Four’s 
Today programme in February 2008 that

only one News of the World journalist 
had been involved in illegal phone hack­
ing: "It happened once at the News of 
the World. The reporter was fired; he 
vrent to prison. The editor resigned.”

These executives were not aware of 
the evidence disclosed by Taylor’s legal 
action at the time that they made these 
claims. In an unconnected move, Kut­
tner yesterday annotmeed that he was 
stepping down as managing editor of 
the News of the World.

The then chairman of the Press Com­
plaints Commis-sion. Sir Christopher 
Mejrer, promised to investigate “the 
entire newspaper and magazine indus­
try of the UK to establish what is their 
pracrice” but opted not to question 
Andy Coulson on the grounds that he 
had resigned, and not to question any 
other journalist or editorial executive on 
the paper, apart from Myler, who neces­
sarily had no direct knowledge of what 
had been going on before his arrival 
The pen’s subsequent report failed to 
uncover any evidence of any phone 
hacking by any media organisation 
beyond that revealed at Goodman’s trial.

Lq suppressing Taylor’s legal action. 
News Group buried not only the Scot­
land Yard evidence but also paperwork 
that had been s^ed by 
the Information Commis-

ffl
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siOD from a Hampshire 
private investigator,
Steve Whittamore, 
who had been running 
a network of sources 
who specialised in the 
illegal extraction of 
information from police 
computers, British 
Telecom, the DVLA,
Inland Revenue and 
others. WhittainoiB 
subsequently pleaded

guilty to criminal offences, although the 
newspapers who hired him were never 
prosecuted.

Althou^ the Information Commis­
sion has since said that almost all of this 
activity was “certainly or very prob­
ably” illegal under the Data Protection 
Act, the paperwork shows no sign of 
secrecy at aU as 27 different journalists 
ftom the News of the World and four 
from the Sun ordered more than a thou­
sand searches. One News of the World 
reporter made 130 requests. Another 
made US, One news executive is 
recorded as directly commissioning 90 
actions by Whittamore. This included 
23 illegal searches of the DVLA for the 
details behind car number plates; two 
illegal searches of police databases for 
criminal records; five illegal searches 
of phone company records to convert a 
mobile number into a private address; 
and three requests for illegal access to 
records of ex-diiectory phone numbers.

Another news executive is recorded 
commissioning 70 more actions inchid- 
ing nine illegal searches of British 
Tdecom records to convert landline 
phone numbers into addresses, 13 illegal 
searches at the DVLA and two illegal 
accesses to criminal records from police 
computers. A very senior executive of 
the paper is recorded directly coimrds- 
sionir  ̂illegal access to records from a 
mobile phone company.

Among those whose privacy 
apparently was illegally violated 
when British Telecom was conned 
into handing over their addresses 

and/or ex-directory numbers are 
Nigella Lawson (four times); Patsy 
Kensit; Jude Law and Sadie Frost; 
Lisa Snowdon (three times); Anne 

Robinson and her former partner; 
Carol Caplin; Lenny Henry; Vanessa 
Feltz; LordMormtbatten’s grandson;

and witnesses to the murder of Jill 
Dando, thus potentially interfering with 
the course of a live police inquiry.

When the actress Charlotte Coleman 
died after an asthma attack, the News of

the World paid for BT to be coimed into 
handing over the itemised Friends and 
Family list from her bereaved parents' 
phone bilL When the TV presenter Linda 
Barker moved house, they hired Whit­
tamore to get her new home address 
from the supposedly confidential social 
security database.

Working on instructions from the 
News of the World, Whittamore and 
his network also conned the criminal 
records database of the police, which is 
a specific criminal offence; the Inland 
Revenue, also a specific criminal 
offence; a cab company used by Ken 
Livingstone; a Paris hotel used by Jason 
Donovan; the awSors union. Equity, for 
the addreses of actors; Granada TV, 
for information on a Coronation Street 
actor; and on numerous occasions the 
DVLA for the home details of people 
whose car numbers they had spotted. 
The News of the World has insisted that 
its journalists use subterfuge only when 
justified in the public interest.

The Information Commissioner has 
resisted all requests to release the entire 
collection of paperwork seized from 
Whittamore, which covers a total of 
13,343 requests 6?̂  information from 305 
journalists not only from News Interna­
tional but also from the Mirror Group, 
the Observer and Associated Newspa­
pers. The Daily Mail alone made 985 
requests, more than any other paper.

After the conviction of Whittamore, 
the Information Commission, which 
is responsible for poHcing corifidential 
databases, urged the Prrss Complaints 
Commission to issue “a clear pubfic 
statement warning journalists and edi­
tors of the very real risks of committing 
criminal offences.” Documents released 
under the Freedom of Information Act 
show that the PCC, which is funded by 
newspapers, resisted doing this and 
finally produced guidance which the 
Information Commission has publicly 
described as “disappointing”.

Leader comment, page 30 »
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P h o n e  h a c l - c i n g ,  p r i v a t e  d a t a  ■ - 

a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  d e f e n c e

Tacking into in«Sag^ "bh'r 
moPilephoii^listdvefed- 

;'i bythe same wbidi ,i,' A
■'iiib'# regulates phprie tap- 
-.-'pingarid otMTfo'rms b f ;; 
iGoyeit information-gath--, 

^ermg, the fiegulation of Iiwestigstoiy r 
Powers.Act 200j3, known as Ripa. ■ -u. ■ ■ 
■■ii'Thismakes.lta.aimmal offence to ■ 
■ihtefcept 'gBpAe umess_ic;is done 
- by a ' d-
gente agexicies acting witH 'a .secretary,
 ̂of |tati?s. wi|a.iitc%iyci£"c|^ fe;:grantea 
ibhlyTdlprdtecf n ition iseq iiify i to pre-. 
:T/eiit.Sef ioiis 'enme'or to. safeguard, the 
. ecorioiMc wellbemgof tEehlcJ:'

It also roakes' it an' ofFeiiCe to 'gam 
■ accessto matenal which b  stored on, 
-■acominiiniGationsysteiii.vsiiGh as 
hvoice'inessage.'withoiit a search 
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P r e s s  a n d  p r i v a c y

•  ) S e c r e t  s p i e s
The world is waking up to the extent to which 
modern technologies can destroy privacy. Any 
citizen w ith  a rnohde phone, car or computer 
is open to  surveillance by a broad range of 
agencies. Newspapers have tafen the lead in  
fighting against state intrusions into privacy - 
resisting ID cards, databases and the mindless 
spread o f CCT¥. Editors inveigh against Google 
and its potential to intrude into our lives. ■ ■

More hidden is the way some o f the same 
newspapers have systematically pried into the 
fives o f people in  rather repelent ways. It has 
emerged that one o f Rupert Murdoch’s news 
organisations in  the UK has qu ie tly paid out 
huge sums to settle three cases, thereby sup­
pressing details which threatened to expose its 
involvement in  the use o f crim inal methods to 
get stories. In return for a secrecy agreement, 
they paid damages o f £400,000 or more to one 
v ic tiin - dwarfingthe previous record £60,000

breach o f privacy payment to the Formula One 
boss Max Mosley. The to ta l paid in  damages 
and costs tops £inn

Most o f the work was subcontracted to pri- 
vateinvestigatDrs.Aseiiior Metropolitan police 
officer claimed to have evidence that thousands 
o f people in  public life  had had the ir phones 
hacked by agents working on behalf o f papers. 
The victim s indtided MPs, cabinet ministers, 
m inor celebrities and sportsmen. The Scotland 
Yard files oiiiTorparallel evidence compiledby 
the io fo im atio ii commissioner, who uncovered 
thousands o f examples o f activity which was 
“certainly or very probably”  fllegal.

That detailed evidence has never been 
requested or seenby the Eiess Complaints Com- 
rnissinn. nor by the Commons media commit-

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA. [newspapers], CLA [magazines] or other copyright owner. Mo further copying [including 
printing of digital cuttings], digital reproductlon/forwardlng of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the capyright owner.

tee, currently investigatiiig press regulatioa. 
Bothbodieshave Mthertobeen contentw ith the 
reassurances ofNews Intem atioiial executives,

who claimed that CKve Goodman - the News of 
the World reporter jailed for hacMng in to royal 
phones - was a rogue operator.'The PCC never 
caled evidence from  the newspaper’s editor at 
thetin ie, Andy Cottbon, who is nowworMngas 
David Cameron’s director o f comnninicatioiis, 
nor demanded to see paperwork or invoices. 
Both the H X  and the coimnitteelookiiicTirioTls 
i f  not plain gufiible. It is awkward fo r Mr Cam­
eron to have at his side aman who, inaprevious 
life , was responsible for journalists who were 
breaching the privacy of MPs. ’

The Murdoch o rganisation is a powerful one, 
w ith  tentacles in to many areas o f public an-d 
po ltica l life . IndMduaI.s working fo r one o fits  
UK companies have demonstrated the ir abil­
ity  to jettison dvifised standards o f behaviour 
to attack targets. These allegations should be 
examined in  daylight, not dealt w ith  by means 
o f secret cash payments.

B871S.2
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1 . M E W S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :  

P H O N E  T A P P IN G  C L A I M S F R ID A Y

T h re e  in q u irie s  in to  h a ck in g  
c la im s as n ew  v ic tim s  em ers

M P s  s u m m o n  

M u r d o c h  c h i e f s  

o v e r  d i r t y  t r i c k s

•  T a r g e t e d  p u b i c

f i g u r e s  c o n s i d e r  

s u i n g  t a b l o i d .  .... .

•  S c o t l a n d  Y a r d  

r e f u s e s  t o  r e o p e n  

t a p p i n g  p r o b e

. James Robinson
'Wews International was last night facing 

'■ .Ah iee  fresh inquiries into the conduct of 
its Journalists and executives follow ing 
the Guardian's disclosures that Rupert 
Murdoch's newspaper empire paid £lm  to 
keep secret the use o f ciiin inal methods 
to get stories.

The director of public prosecutions, 
Keir Staimer, announced he was intending 
to bonch anuigent reviewoftheevidence 
relatingto phonehaddngin the case o f t±ie 
tlew s o f the World reporter G ive Good­
man, who was jailed for obtaining infor- 
matioB illegally.

His intervention came after a powerfiil 
Comm oiis select cominittee said it would 
be ca llin g senior managers from  Sew s 
Intem ationai to give evidence as early as 
next week to clarify what they knew atxjiit 
malpractice by Joum alsts at the News of 
the Worid. Andy Coiilson, the ffarmei edi­
tor of the paper and now the Conservative 
party’s director o f com munications, w ill 
be asked to appear. He has always denied 
he knew reporters w orking for him  had 
hacked into the mobOe phones of politi­
cians and celebrities.

announced it was conducting an inquiry.
At Westminster, senior Labour figures 

continued to call for Coulson to resign and 
the prime m inister said that there were 
“serious questions” to answer.

Gordon Brown was responding after the 
Guardian revealed that News Group, the 
publisheis of the News o f the World, had 
made the £lm  payout to secure secrecy 
over out-of-court settlem ents in  three 
cases that threatened to expose evidence 
o f journalists using private investigators

to illegally hack into the mobile phone 
messages of nirnierous public fig u re . It 
is  also alleged jotrm aljsts gained iinlaw- 
f iil access to confidential personal data, 
including taxrecords, sodalsecurity files, 
bank statements and phone bills. Targets 
indtided John Prescott and Tessa JowelL

The ̂ chief executive of the Professional 
Footballers’ Association, Gordon Taylor, 
was one victim  and last year he received 
£700,000 from  News International in  
compensation and legal costs. He agreed 
not to discuss the case as part of the deal.

However, hundreds of other pub Ec % - 
ures may also have been targeted. Yester­

day, some o f those thought to have been 
caught up in the affair said they were 
seeking legal advice. Among them were 
thecelebiity pubBcist Max Clifford and. TV  
presenter Vanessa Feitz.

Law yers told the Guardian that News 
International could la.ee a series of expen­
sive le ^ a ctio n sifit was proved that report­
ers working for tlie group were engaged in  
behaviour that hmadied privacy.

TheM et’sassistant commissioner John 
Yates said yesterday that Scotland Yard 
would not be reopening its files on the 
case because no new evidence had come 
to fight and the original inquiry had con-
dudedphone tappinghad occoired in only 
a m inoiity of cases. “I  therefore consider 
no fkrther-investigatioB is required.-’  

Le gal experts made it clear that the 
Yard’s decision wouM not alfect the ability 
ofaHegedhaciingvictiins tosuetheNe-ws 
of the World for breach o f piivacy-

The paxBamentaxyinqairywillfociison 
executives at News InternatioDal, includ­
ing Rebekah Wade, the outgoing Sun edi­
tor-who has been promoted to News Inter­
national ch ief exaca-f ~  f  '* Z.

t e l
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T h r e e  i n q u i r i e s  

l a u n c h e d  i n t o  

h a c k i n g  c l a i m s
« continued firom page i

ing editor; Colin Myler.the current Nevsfs 
of the World editor; and Les Hinton, the 
former chairman of News IntemationaL 

John Whittingdale, the chainnan of the 
committee, said he was particularly keen 
to question Hinton, who told a previous 
hearing Goodman had been acting alone.

The Conservative leader, David Cam­
eron, was forced to defend Cotilson fol­
lowing calls that he should be sacked.

Cameron told reporters outside his 
home in London; “It's wrong for news­
papers to breach people's privacy with no 
justification. That is why Andy Coubon 
resignedas editoroftheNews ofthe World 
two and a half years ago.

“Of course I knew about that resigna­
tion before offering him the job. But I 
believe in giving people a second chance. 
As director of communications for the 
Conservatives he does an excellent job in 
a proper, upright way at all times.”

The Tories also pointed to Scotland 
Yard's decision not to reopen its inquiry.

Nevertheless, the DPP said he was set­
ting up a team to review the evidence

and the decision taken over the material 
discovered during the police inquiry into 
Goodman and Glenn Mulcaire, a private 
investigator who was also jailed.

"In the li^ t of the fresh allegations... I 
have now ordered an urgent examination 
ofthe material supplied to the CPS by the 
police,” he said.

He was taking this action “to satisfy 
myself and assure the public that the 
appropriate actions were taken in rela­
tion to that material”. He said the evi­
dence was extensive and complex, “but 
it has all been located and a small team is 
rapidlyworldngthroughit... ItwiUneces- 
saiily take some time. I am only too aware 
ofthe need for urgency.”

News Intemationalbrokeitssilence last 
iright. But the company did not address 
any ofthe specific allegations made by the 
Guardian, saying: “News International is 
prevented by confidentiality obligations 
from discussing certain allegations made 
in the Guardian newspaper to day.” It said 
its journalists had complied with relevant 
legislation and codes of conduct since 
Febraary 2007, after the Goodman case 
and Coulson’s resignation.

Alan Rusbridger, the editor in chief of 
the Guardian, said: “We note that News 
International has not contested any part 
of the Guardian coverage - including the 
central assertion that the company had 
paid a record £lm to ensure secrecy over 
damages paid to victims of illegal phone- 
haddng.”
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N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  p h o n e  h a c k in g  m o r e  

w id e s p r e a d  t h a n  c la im e d ,  M P s  t o l d
G uardian presents  ev idence to  M Ps tha t con flic t w ith tablo id 's 

c la im s on ex ten t o f phone hacking

James Kobinson and Caroline Davies 
guardian.co.ak, Tuesday 14 Jvty 2009 1S.21 BST

The Guardian today produced evidence for MPs that shows the News of the World's 
practice of using private investigators to hack into phones was more widespread than its

The paper passed documents to the House of Commons culture, media and sport 
committee, which is investigating allegations of phone hacking at the paper, at a hearing 
today.

Guardian reporter Nick Davies showed MPs copies of an email written by a News of the 
World reporter on 29 June 2005, to Glenn Mulcaire, a private investigator who was on 
the paper's payroll, referring to another News of the World journalist -  understood to be 
its chief reporter, Neville Thurlbeck.

The email, sent by a junior reporter whom Davies would not publicly name, contained "a 
typed-up transcript of 35 messages which Mulcaire has hacked from the telephones of 
Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers' Association, and Jo 
Armstrong, a legal adviser at the PFA.".

"At the top it says 'Hello, this is a transcript for Neville'", Davies said. He told MPs this 
was Neville Thuribeck.

Davies also produced a second document he said was a contract issued “a couple of 
months before that email" and signed by the then assistant editor in charge of news,
Greg Miskiw. The contract is between Mulcaire and the News of the World "offering him 
a bonus of £7,000 if he will deliver the story they are after about Gordon Taylor," Davies 
said. But, rather than using Mulcaire's name, it used a false name of “Paul Williams".

Mulcaire was jailed in January 2007 after he admitted to hacking into voicemail 
message left on mobile phones belonging to three members of the hotisehold.

Mulcaire was used by the paper's former royal editor, Clive Goodman, who was also 
jailed along with Mulcaire. Executives at the NoWs owner, News International, have 
always maintained that Mukaire and Goodman were acting alone and without the 
knowledge of managers or executives at the paper.

Andy Coulson, who was editing the paper at the time, resigned when Goodman was 
jailed. He is now the Conservative party's director of communications.

Both documents produced by the Guardian today were seized by police during the 
Goodman case.

MPs were also shown a record of payments made by News International to private
, which

publishes NI's tabloid titles, the Sun and the News of the World, dating back to 1998.

The Guardian was called to give evidence to the committee after it revealed last week 
that the News of the World paid a total of £im to three people, induding Taylor and 
Armstrong, who had their phones hacked into after they sued on privacy grounds.

The actions were settled out of court last year but were not made public and documents
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relating to the case were subsequently sealed.

John Whittingdale, the Conservative MP who chairs the Commons committee, said the 
revelations, "raised questions" about the extent of phone hacking at the tabloid.

"When the committee saw these stories it did raise questions. It appeared there might be 
some contradiction between [them and] the evidence given by Les Hinton two years 
ago".
Hinton, the former chairman of News International, told a 2007 culture committee 
hearing into self-regulation of the press, that the paper had conducted an internal 
inqtiiry and was satisfied that Goodman was a rogue journalist

Whittingdale said he had received a letter from  Hinton saying he did not want to change 
the evidence he gave to the earlier inquiry, which also examined claims of phozie 
hacking at the News of the World.

Hinton wrote that the answers he gave in 2007 were "sincere" and "comprehensive” and 
that he declined to appear.

The Guardian's editor, Alan Rnsbridger, who was also giving evidence, said that Davies's 
original story "wasn't a campaign to oust anybody. It wasn't a campaign to reopen the 
police inquiry, or to call for prosecutions or to force anybody to resign. We have not 
called for any of those.”

"Fd like to emphasise as a paper we do believe in effective self-regulation and we don't 
want a privacy law. We have stated that. When it comes to effective self-r̂ ulation, it 
seems to me it can only work if newspaper groups are truthful and open with the 
regulators."

He added the Guardian rejected the claims by Rebekah Wade, who will become chief 
executive of News International in September, that the newspaper had “misled the 
public -  fer less deliberately [so]”.

“They [NT] are trying to position this as a spat between two newspapers."

Rusbridger said News International had claimed Clive Goodman was the “only person at 
the News of the World who knew what was going on”, and described that as a “bad 
apple" defence.

He said Nick Davies's story showed this was not the case.

“One or two groups, for example, [Daily Mail publisher] Associated Newspapers, have 
J  conceded past patterns of behaviour and put a stop to them. The question is whether 
■ News International has been so frank,” Rusbridger said.

“The three key questions are: whether self-regulation was effective in this case; whether 
the PCC had the fiill and accurate picture at the time they decided against rigorously 
investigating the Goodman/Mulcaire case themselves; and v̂ ether given the 
reassurances and as further facts came out, they, and perhaps you, should have been 
kept informed of those new facts."

Tim Toulmin, the director of the Press Complaints Commission, which has reopened a 
2007 inquiry into the use of subterfuge on Fleet Street, earlier told MPs the watchdog 
would be “writing to the paper [NoW] once we have as much information as we can 
possibly lay our hands on".

He said the bomd of the PCC, which meets next week, will ultimately decide whether 
further action should be taken. "If there is any evidence we have been misled, we will be 
straight on it."

Toulmin added: "People had raised q̂ brows that Andy Coulson did not know what was 
going on. I would say -  having been exposed as not knowing — he then redgned because 
he did not know what was going on. For that reason he resigned and paid a high price.”
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He said that the Guardian's revelations "gave us cause for concern. We're going to ask 
further questions [to discover] whether there was any evidence we were misled."

"The fact that Gordon Taylor had sued the paper and the suggestion that another 
reporter at the NoW knew about Mulcaire's activity -  I think that's new, and we will be 
chasing that with the Guardian."

Labour MP Paul Farrelly asked Toubnin what aspects of the case the PCC would 
investigate. He suggested the PCC should ask "how far up the chain of command a 
settlement of tiie Taylor case went? Did it go to the board of Nl?"

Farrelly also asked whether the PCC regretted its decision not to call former New® of the 
World editor Coulson during its 2007 investigation into the extent of phone hacking and 
“blagging -  the practice of obtaining infiarmation be deceit -  on Fleet Street".

Toulmin said "maybe it would have been better for the PCC to have done so".

"If Andy Coulson has any evidence ... he may come into it as a relevant party. That is a 
decision for the [PCC] board. We are going to test what they said to us two years ago 
wdth what [we] now know."

He added the PCC board will meet next week to decide which futher questions that 
 ̂ should be put to News of the World executives.

Toulmin added that he was convinced such practices were no longer commonplace on 
Fleet Street because of the amount of publicity they received in the wake of the 
Goodman trial and that piapers had cleaned up their acts.

The committee is due to hear evidence from Colin Myler, the current editor of the News 
of the World, and Tom Crone, the paper's lawyer, next week.

• To contact the MediaGuardian news desk email editor@mediaguardian.co.uk or phone 
020 3353 3857. For all other inquiries please call the main Guardian switchboard on 
020 3353 2000.

• If you are writing a comment for publication, please mark clearly "for publication".
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N e w s p a p e r  p h o n e  h a c k in g :  M P s  h a n d e d  

n e w  e v id e n c e
James Hobinson, Caroline Davies and Alan Travis 
guardian.co.uk, Tuesday 14 July 2009 21.51 BST

MPs investigating allegations of widespread use of private investigators by the News of 
the World to hack into phones were handed documents today revealing that more 
journalists were involved in the practice than the paper's owner. News International. 
has previously admitted.

During testimony to the Commons committee on culture, media and sport, the 
fbrardian investigative reporter Nick Davies produced previously unseen records which 
showed that two senior figures on the paper as well as a junior reporter had a role in 
obtaining the contents of private voicemail messages through a private investigator.

News International has previously insisted that only one of its journalists, the royal 
editor, Clive Goodman, had used this illegal method. He was jailed for four months in 
January 2007, along with a private investigator, Gleim Mulcaire.

Yesterday Davies handed over copies of an email from an uimamed junior News of the 
World reporter to Mulcaire that also referred to the paper’s chief reporter, Neville 
Thtnibeck. In the email, the reporter says; "Hello, this is the transcript for Neville." 
Davies told the committee that the email, dated 29 June 2005, contained "a typed-up 
transcript of 35 messages which Mulcaire had hacked from the telephones of Gordon 
Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association, and Jo Armstrong, a 
legal adviser at the PFA".

The second document handed to MPs was a contract dated February 2005 between the 
News of the World assistant editor Greg Miskiw and Mulcaire -  who was using an alias, 
Paul Williams. In the document, Miskiw promises Mulcaire a bonus of £7,000 if he 
delivers a specific story about Gordon Taylor.

The Guardian revealed last week that Taylor, Armstrong and a third person were paid a 
total of more than £im in costs and damages by the News of the World's parent 
company, News Group, to settle a lawsuit for breach of privacy and to keep it secret. 
Davies told the committee: "It is hard to resist the condiision that [News International] 
have consistently admitted only what has been dragged into the pubhc domain and is 
indisputable."

The Guardizm's editor, Alan Rusbridger. who was also giving evidence to MPs, said the 
Taylor story was significant "because it undermines the assurances given both to you 
and the PCC [Press Complaints Commission] about the sole reporter and the sole 
detective -  the so-called rotten apple defence". He continued: "News International have 
known about the involvement of other journalists, including at senior level, for at least a 
year. It is believed the case [Gordon Tayior] was settled last September. So that begs the 
question; why they did not tell the PCC, the regulators, or this committee, of the new 
fects that have come to light."

The Conservative party's director of communications, Andy Coulson, who was editing 
the News of the World at the time of the Goodman case, resigned when Goodman was 
convicted.

Both documents produced by the Guardian today had been seized by poKce during the 
Goodman case.

Rusbridger said the Guardian story was not "a campaign to oust anybody".

n n n o /;„ i /I d./npws-wnrld-nhone-hackine-evidence
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"It wasn't a campaign to reopen the police inquiry, or to call for prosecutions or to force 
anybody to resign. We have not called for any of those.

"As a paper we do believe in effective self-regulation and we don't want a privacy law. 
When it comes to effective self- regulation, it seems to me it can only work if newspaper 
groups are truthful and open with the regulators."

He suggested to MPs that a possible way forward for newspaper editors would be to 
draw on a defim'tion of the public interest proposed by the government's former security 
co-ordinator Sir David Omand.

John Whittingdale, who chairs the culture committee, said the Guardian's revelations 
"raised questions" about the extent of phone hacking at the tabloid. News of the World 
editor Colin Myler and Tom Crone, the paper's in-house lawyer, will give evidence to the 
MPs next week.

It also emerged today that the Home OfBce questioned the decision by Scotland Yard's 
assistant commissioner, John Yates, not to reopen the Met's phone-tapping 
investigation.

An ejffihange of letters placed in the House of Commons library discloses that Stephen 
Etimmer, the Home Office's director general of crime and policing, wrote to Yates last 
Friday asking what the Met was doing about the allegations about the involvement of 27 
other journalists and whether the police would be informing all those allegedly targeted.

Yates's reply, sent the same day, said that he had not conducted a review and said he 
had only been asked by the Met commissioner to establish the foots in the light of the 
Guardian's articles in connection with the 2005 police investigation.

Yates's confirmation that the original investigation did not cover any other journalists 
has fuelled demands at Westminster that Scotland Yard reopen-its investigation. Its 
understood the Commons home affairs select committee is also likely to open its own 
investigation into the police failure to look into the wider allegations unless it receives a 
satisfactory explanation by the end of this week.
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T a b l o i d  h a c k i n g  h e a r i n g

D o c u m e n t s ,  d e n i a l s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  

^  o n  d a y  o f  d r a m a  i n  C o m m i t t e e  R o o m  8

E v id e n c e  th a t  th re e  m o re  
jo u rn a lis ts  w e re  in v o lv e d

G u a rd ia n  e d ito r  c a lls  fo r  
c le a r p u b lic  in te re s t te s t

James Robinson 
Caroline Davies

There was standing room only in House 
of Commons committee room No 8 at 
midday yesterday, when the Guardian’s 
Nick Davies handed documents to MPs 
that revealed the extent to which tabloid 
journalists have used private investigators 
to obtain information by illegal means.

The oak-pannelled chamber was 
crowded with MPs, journalists and 
lawyers, who had gathered to hear the 
Culture select committee take evidence 
about allegatio ns o finvolvement inphone 
hacking by the News of the World.

When Davies presented previously 
unseen copies of an email and a contract 
naming senior News Of the World report­
ers to MPs, ahushdescendedonthe room. 
He produced three separate documents 
hesaidshowedhowthe News ofthe World 
had leant heavily on private investigators, 
and the suspect methods they employ.

The Guardian revealed last we^ that 
the News of the World had secretly paid 
£imto three people who had their phones 
hacked by private investigators working 
forthe paper. They included Gordon Tay­
lor, chief executive of the Professional 
Footballeis Association.

Earlier, Tim Tuleman, director of 
the Press Complaints Commission, in 
evidence to MPs, said: “The fact that 
Gordon Taylor had sued the paper and 
the suggestion that another reporter at 
theNoWknewabout [privateinvestigator 
Glenn] Mulcaire’s activity - 1 think that’s

new, and we will be chasing that with the 
Guardian.”

In additio ntotwodocumentsrelatingto 
phone hacking activities which involved 
three News of the World journalists, the 
Guardian handed over a third document, 
a copy of a record of payments made by 
News International to Steve Whittamore, 
another private investigator, for work car­
ried out datingbacktoiggs.Thepayments 
were for obtaininginformationrequested 
by 27 News ofthe World journalists and 
four Sun journalists.

Guardian editor Alan Rusbridger told 
the committee: “It is common ground 
that journalists on many newspapers and 
for many years have been making wide­
spread use of dubious methods. I think 
it is common groimd that in some cases 
where there is a high public interest, those 
methods may be justified."

He said a reasonable definition of public 
interest was “notoriously difficult to pin 
down”. A good checklist of guidelines, 
he said: “needs to take into account the 
potential harm this Intrusion can do, the 
intrasion should be proportionate, there 
should be no fishing expeditions and it 
needs to be overseen".

He said the three key questions were 
“whether self regulation was effective 
in this case; whether the PCC had the 
full and accurate jneture at the time they 
decided against rigorously investigating 
the Goodimn/Mulcaire case themselves; 
and whether given the reassurances and 
as further facts came out, they, and per- 
hapsyou, should have been kept informed
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o f those new facts” .
Davies said he had the names o f 31 Jour­

nalists from News Group who had used a 
private investigator, according to infor­
mation that is only in  the possession o f 
the Inform ation Commissioner. The list 

.. demonstratedothernewspapeishadafeo 
'̂ used the same services, he told MPS. Many 
' of those were requests that are perfectly 

legal, including searches of the electoral 
register and company director searches.

But "several hundred" were clearly  
requests for information from databases 
where there would be have been a breach

o f the Data Protection Act, said Davies.
Davies said he would not name the jour­

nalists, who have not been chaiged with 
any offence, many of whom may not even 
ioiow their names are on the list. But he 
revealed there were "a number of senior 
editorialexeoitives” listed. They inchide 
Greg Miskiw, who was assistant editor at 
the News of the World at the time o f the 
Goodman case.

“[He] is recorded  making 9Q requests, 
35 o f those directed at confidential data­
bases,” Davies told MPs. M iskiw is also 
named on a News International contract 
dating from early2006 between Mulcaire 
and the News o f the World, which offered 
Mm a £7,000 bonus for standing up a story 
about Taylor.

John Whittingdale, who chairs the com­
mittee said: “Tliere might be some con­
tradiction between [the Guardian stories] 
and the evidence given by Les Hinton two 
years ago,” he said.

ffinton, former diaiim an ofNews Inter­
national, told a 2007 Culture comiruttee 
hearing into self-regulation o f the press 
that the paper had conducted an internal 
inquiry into allegations that Joiim alists 
had used private investigators to hack 
into mobile phone messages. The inquiry 
concluded the practice was not w ide­
spread and Goodman had acted alone. 
W hittingdale said he had received a let­
ter from  Hinton saying he did not want to 
change the evidence he gave to the earlier 
investigation carried out by the Culture 
committee. He wrote that the answers he 
gave in 2007 were “sincere” and “compre­
hensive” and that he declined, to appear.
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