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THE DATA
PROTECTION

Using the law to protect your information

NEWS RELEASE

28th October 1997
--—‘

PRIVATE

Xibg LA
REGISTRAR | g
Witmslow
Cheshire SKS SAT
EYE GUILTY OF DECEIVING BT:

PRIVACY INVASION AGAINST THE DATA PROTECTION ACT

At Hamrow Magistrates’ Court on 23th October 1997, Rachel Barry, 2 former private investigator,

was convicted of 3 total of 12

information procured, in coptravention of sections 5(6) and 5(7) of the Data Protection Act 1984.

offences of procuring the disclosure of personal data and of selling the

Mrs Barry used deception to obtain information from BT, such as ex-directory numbers and itemised

bills, relating to people

in whom the media wete interested. Her ¢lients included the

proprietors of

The News Of The World, The People, The gunday ExXpress and The Mail On Sunday-

She pleaded guilty all 12 offeaces. She was

information and a total of £600 for the offence

pay costs of £300.

The offences

were miroduced by an

amendraent t0 the

fined a total of £600 for the offences of procuring the

s of selling the information. She was also ordered to

Data Pretection Act which ook effect in

February 1993, @ mest widespread cancern about the market in personal information. Commenting

on the case the

her Office:

users.

personal

w\When the amendment

privacy is unacceptable”.

We are now working with a aumber of them t© make clear that this kind of

She added that in this case she was. also particularty

Data Protection Registrac, Elizabeth France, praised the co-Operauon BT hed given
was introduced the concern aad the iateation of Parliament were

clear, but we said then that convictions would only b¢ secured with the co-operation of targeted data

invasion of

srateful for

the co-operation of the witnesses who had suffered as 3 cesult of these offences-

01625 545700
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