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®  PRESS COMPLAINTS C O M M IS S IO N

From the Chairman
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W h a t p r ic e  p r iv a c y ?

I am  w r itin g  b e c a u se  y o u  w a n ted  a  form al r e sp o n se  from  u s to  y o u r  rep ort What 
p rice  p riva cy?  b y  th e  e n d  o f  S ep tem b er, a lth o u g h  fo r  o n e  or tw o  rea so n s se t ou t 
b e lo w  a  c o m p le te  r e sp o n se  fro m  th e n ew sp a p er  an d  m a g a z in e  in d u stry  m ig h t b e  
la ter th an  th is.

O n th e  g en era l is su e , o u r  p o s itio n  is  u n a m b ig u o u s. I re itera ted  p u b lic ly  la s t m on th  
th at ‘o ffe r in g  m o n e y  fo r  c o n fid e n tia l in fo rm a tio n , e ith er  d ir e c tly  or th rou gh  third  

. p a rties, m a y  b e  ille g a l an d  th a t jo u r n a lists  m u st h a v e  regard  to  th e term s o f  th e  A c t’.

T u rn in g to  y o u r  rep ort a n d  w h a t th e n e x t ste p s  m i^ t  b e , y o u  w ill rem em b er that 
d uring o u r  m e e tin g  o n  J u ly  13*** w e  d isc u sse d  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  a m en d in g  th e  C od e  
o f  P ra ctice  to  in c lu d e  a  b a n  o n  p a y in g  fo r  certa in  ty p e s o f  in fo rm a tio n . W e o u tlin ed  
th e m e c h a n ic s  in v o lv e d  in  ch a n g in g  th e  C o d e , and  s p e c if ic a lly  h ig h lig h te d  th e  ro le  
o f  th e C od e o f  P r a c tic e  c o m m itte e , w h ic h  is  a  sep ara te  b o d y  from  th e C o m m issio n . 
I u n d erstan d  th at y o u  are m e e tin g  th e  secreta ry  o f  th e C o d e C o m m ittee  sh o rtly . W e  
a lso  d isc u sse d  w h eth er  th e  C o m m issio n  c o u ld  in tro d u ce  so m e ‘p la in  E n g lish ’ 
gu id a n ce . T h e C o m m iss io n ’s  G u id a n ce N o te s  g e n e r a lly  ex p a n d  o n  th e  p ro v isio n s  
o f  th e C o d e, so  it  m a k e s  s e n s e  fo r  th e  C o m m issio n  to  a w a it th e o u tco m e  o f  the  
O ctob er m e e tin g  o f  th e  C o d e  C o m m ittee . O f  c o u rse , it  m ig h t b e  th at th e  C om m ittee  
it s e lf  w a n ts to  p u b lish  g u id a n c e  o n  th e  su b je c t

A n y  r e sp o n se  to  y o u r  rep o rt is  a lso  c o m p lic a te d  b y  th e  D C A ’s co n su lta tio n  o n  
in crea sin g  p e n a ltie s  fo r  b r e a c h e s  o f  th e A c t  I f  th e  p e n a ltie s  are in crea sed  it  m ig h t 
m ak e e n fo r c in g  m le s  d u p lic a te d  in  th e  C o d e m o re d if f ic u lt  B u t w e  are o f  cou rse  
y e t to  se e  h o w  th e  D C A  w ill  ta k e  d iin g s  forw ard .
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