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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andy Coulson 
11 January 20 W t 3TZZ 
Guy Black
RE: [UNCLASSIFIED] [Non-Record]

Thanks Guy. I'll make sure message gets through. 

Good to see you.

Andy

I n: Guy Black [mailto 
Sent: 11 January 2011 11:09 
To: Andy Coulson 
Subject:

Dear Andy

Very many thanks for your time on Friday. It was good to talk.

The press release on Noilhern and Shell is going out later this morning, and a copy is attached for information.

All best

Guy

Lord Black of Brentwood 
Executive Director

For latest news and information from Downing Street visit: http:/Avww.number10.Qov.i]k
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PRESSBOF EXCLUDES NORTHERN &  SHELL PUBLICATIONS 
FROM THE PRESS INDUSTRY’S SELF REGULATORY SYSTEM

The Press Standards Board of Finanee (PressBoF) -  the newspaper 
and magazine industry body responsible for the finaneing of the Press 
Complaints Commission (PCC) and the industry’s eomplianee w ith  self 
regulation -  has moved to exelude the newspaper and magazine titles 
owned by the Northern 8s Shell Group from the system of industry self 
regulation. These titles include The Daily Express, Sunday Express, 
Daily Star, Star on Sunday and OK! magazine.

PressBoF’s move follows a decision by the publisher -  the second 
occasion on which this has happened since 2 0 0 8  - tha t it  no longer 
wishes to pay the voluntary industry levy to support the work of the 
PCC. Every effort was made by the PressBoF Board to reverse that 
decision before Northern & Shell’s membership of the system lapsed 
on 3 1 st December 2 0 1 0 .

This decision means that the Northern & Shell titles w ill now 
autom atically cease to be covered by the work of the PCC, which w ill 
as a resu lt of the publisher’s decision no longer deal w ith  complaints 
from members of the public about them, or of the Editors’ Code 
Committee.

The PCC w ill be issuing a press notice on how it  w ill handle any 
complaints tha t are received about Northern & Shell titles.

Lord Black of Brentwood, Chairman of PressBoF, said:

“This deeply regrettable decision to exclude Northern & Shell 
from the system was taken only as a last resort following the 
publisher’s decision not to pay the industry levy which funds 
the work of the PCC. Payment of this levy is a vita l sign not 
ju s t of a publisher’s commitment to the Code of Practice and 
the ethical standards contained in  it, bu t also of a 
commitment to the protection of the public, as it  is the levy 
which allows the PCC to deal w ith  complaints it  receives free of 
charge.
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“The rest of the industry -  eovering the overwhelming m ajority 
of the newspapers and magazines produeed in  the UK -  
remains totally eommitted to effeetive self regulation, to the 
Code of Praetiee, and to the work of the independent PCC 
under the Chairmanship of Baroness Buseombe. As a result, 
the PCC’s funding w ill be unaffeeted by the move, and the 
publie w ill eontinue to reeeive the exeeptionally high standards 
of serviee tha t have beeome the hallm ark of the Commission.”

NOTES

1. PressBoF, whose Board eomprises senior newspaper and 
magazine industry exeeutives, is responsible for setting the 
rem it of and funding arrangements for press self-regulation in  
the United Kingdom.

2 . The Press Complaints Commission (PCC) is an independently- 
run  body whieh enforees the terms of the Editors’ Code of 
Praetiee. It has a Board of 17 members -  seven editors and 10 
members of the publie (ineluding the Chairman).

3 . PressBoF raises the funding for the PCC through the payment of 
a levy -  also referred to as registration fees -  by national and 
regional newspaper and magazine publishers for eaeh title  they 
publish, substantially based on eireulation and frequeney of 
publieation. Although the levy is voluntary, eomplianee has 
always been extremely high.

4 . Sinee it  was established in  199 1 , the industry, through 
PressBoF, has invested £ 3 3  m illion in  the work of the PCC.

5 . This is the seeond time in  three years that Northern Shell has 
refused to pay the industry levy. In January 2 0 0 8 , after Express 
Group Newspapers was ejeeted from membership of the 
Newspaper Publishers Assoeiation following disagreements over 
unpaid fees, the eompany intim ated that it  would not pay the 
levy even though the grounds for its deeision were unrelated to 
the self-regulatory system. The eompany paid no levy from 1 
January 200 8  u n til 15 February 2 0 0 9  (amounting to nearly 
£2 0 0 ,0 0 0 ) when it  agreed to resume payment.

6 . The House of Commons Culture, Media and Sport Committee in  
its  report Press s ta n d a rd s , p r iv a c y  a n d  libe l, published in 
February 2 0 1 0 , was highly eritieal of Northern & Shell’s aetions 
when it  eoneluded: “ w e  be lieve  th a t the  fa c t  th a t the  E xp ress  
G roup  d id  n o t p a y  s u b sc rip tio n s  in to  the  s e lf-re g u la to ry  sys te m  
f o r  a  p ro lo n g ed  p e r io d  is  dep lo rab le , even th o u g h  the  PCC  
co n tin u e d  to issue  ju d g e m e n ts  on a rtic le s  in  E xp ress  G roup  
p a p e rs .”

7. For more information, please call Lord Black of Brentwood (Chaimian of 
PressBoF) on 0207 931 3806 or Jim Raeburn (Secretary of PressBoF) on 0131 
535 1064.
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