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ANNEX 4: GUARDIAN ON-LINE ARTICLE

Is Paul Dacre's press accreditation plan really 
credible?
Mail editor comes to Leveson inquiry with surprising proposals -  from anyone else, they 
would not have been taken seriously
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Historic example of future Paul Dacre backed system. Photograph: Richard Jones/Sinopix

Paul D acre  cam e  to  the  Leveson  in q u iry  w ith  ideas. S om e o f w h ich  w e  go t to 
hear, a lthoug h  R obe rt Ja y  had th ree  hou rs  o f ques tion ing  to  ge t th rough . A nd  if 
a n yb o d y  e lse  had p roposed  them , th e y  w ou ld  have  been ... w e ll, d ism issed  
a lm o s t im m ed ia te ly . B u t th is  is Paul D acre, and if the  M ail e d ito r- in -ch ie f has an 
idea, w e  all ough t, a t least, to take  him  se rious ly . W ho  know s, w e  m igh t ag ree  
a fte r all.

He p roposed , in e ffect, the  in d u s try  licens ing  o f " firs t c lass" jo u rn a lis ts  fo r  w a n t o f 
a be tte r descrip tion . T h e re  are , a ppa ren tly , 17 bod ies  p roduc ing  p ress  ca rds , 
w hen  m any o f us fo r  the  NUJ ca rd  th a t is recogn ised  b y  the  cops  w as  qu ite  
enoughs B u t D acre  su g g e s ts  th a t ow n e rs  (no t the  un ion ) shou ld  re g is te r th e ir
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re po rte rs  fo r  a cen tra lised  indus try -run  acc re d ita tio n  schem e  fo r "k item arked " 
jo u rn a lis ts  and pub lishe rs .

T he  perks  he sugges te d  w ou ld  be th a t k item arked  hacks w ou ld  ga in  b eh ind -th e - 
sce n e s  access  to  any th ing  from  g o ve rn m e n t b rie fings  to in te rv iew s  w ith  
fo o tb a lle rs  a fte r the  m atch. O ne  p lus -  dea ling  w ith  the  s ta te  licens ing  issue  -  is 
th a t it w ou ld  be an indus try -run  schem e. A  second  is th a t it cou ld  dea l w ith  
Johann  H ari-like  p rob lem s, m ak ing  it easy  fo r a jo u rn a lis t to be s tru ck  off, o r 
ra th e r barred  from  fu tu re  e m p lo ym e n t from  p a rtic ipa ting  new spapers . D acre  
h im se lf even  used a co m pa rison  w ith  the  G enera l M ed ica l C ouncil.

Y e t, w h ile  the  "D a cre ca rd " schem e  is an idea th a t sh o u ld n 't be re jec ted  a t the  firs t 
tim e  o f ask ing , it d o e sn 't ta ke  m uch th in k in g  to com e up w ith  ob jec tion s . W ou ld  
th ird  pa rties  p a rtic ip a te ?  C o u ld  a hosp ita l o r  the  D ep a rtm e n t o f H ea lth , say, ho ld  
a p ress  b rie fing  d o s e d  to  "a cc re d ite d " re po rte rs  on ly?  S ure ty  th e ir  du ty  is to 
co m m u n ica te  to  th e  pub lic . W ill the  likes  o f  the  P re m ie r L eagu e  o r M a n ch e s te r 
U n ited , q u ite  lite ra lly  p lay  ba il, w h e n  th e y  tike to ch o se  w h o  ge ts  to  tu rn  up to 
p ress  b rie fings  o r in te rv ie w  S ir A lex.

T hen  th e re 's  the  ques tion  as to how  to  dea l w ith  b logge rs . T h e y  m ay th rive  on 
be ing  m arg ina l, bu t th is  risks  push ing  righ t to the  fr in g e s  o f the  system . 
M eanw h ile , w h e re  w ou ld  fo re ig n  m ed ia , w ith  th e ir  ow n ru les , fit in? N o r is it 
ce rta in  th a t a D acreca rd  sys tem  w o u ld  be e ffec tive . W h ils t som e  o f the  reporting  
c losed  shops, m o s t o b v io u s ly  the  po litica l lobby, co n fe r bene fits , be ing  ou ts ide  it 
does  no t h a m p e r qu a lity  po litica l jo u rn a lism , it cou ld  be su rp ris in g ly  easy  to m ake  
a m o cke ry  o f the  D acreca rd  sys tem .

T he  deba te , though , is w o rth  hav ing , if  new sp a p e rs  w a n te d  to g e t beh ind  a 
schem e, and even p rom o te  it, it cou ld  have  som e m erit in d e a lin g s  w ith  the 
pub lic . C a rds  cou ld  be  linked to  an  easy  a cce ss  d a ta b a se  -  a t leas t a llow ing  
peop le  to  ve rify  a repo rte rs  bona  fid e s  if  th a t w e re  dee m e d  necessa ry . B u t 
w h o e ve r ran it w o u ld  ha ve  to  be not ju s t in d e p e n d e n t o f gove rn m e n t, th e y  w ou ld  
have  to  be in d e p e n d e n t o f any  one  o w n e r o r g roup  o f  ow ners .

Leveson  has a lso  heard  repea ted  co m p la in ts  a b o u t the  co n d u c t o f "papa razz i" 
pho tog ra phe rs , chas ing  S ienna  M ille r dow n the  s tree t, s tak ing  ou t JK  R ow ling  
end less ly . T h e y  too  cou ld  be to ld  to ho ld  D acreca rds , w h ich  has som e 
a ttrac tions . C ou ld  the  schem e  be en fo rced  in an e ra  w hen  an iP hone  p ic tu re  is 
good  as any th ing  m os t ca m e ra s  can m anage?  M em bers  o f the  pub lic  shou ld  be 
e xe m p t from  the card  re q u ire m e n t -  w h ile  p ic tu re  desks  ou g h t to no tice  if the  
sam e  Joe  Patel w ith  the  sam e bank  d e ta ils  kep t tu rn ing  up w ith  snaps  o f 
p re g n a n t ce le b ritie s  d a y  a fte r day.

Paul C aere 's  p lan m ay no t su rv ive  sus ta ined  co n ta c t w ith  the  rea l w o rld  o ve r the 
com ing  days. B u t it w ou ld  be unw ise  to  re jec t it s tra ig h t a w a y  w hen  all the  p ress  
has -  like  it o r no t -  so m e th ing  o f an im age prob lem .

[ends]
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