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Informacton Commlaslonar’s Offlae
P ro ir» o tir» tf p t ib i io  aucutvvi o f f ic ia t  in fo r- tn a c io n  

ar>d p r o te c t in g  you r- p r * r« o n f j l  in fo r m a t io n

P r e s s  R e le a s e  .

In fo r m a tio n  C o m m is s io n e r  e x p o s e s  le a g u e  ta b le  o f  m e d ia ’ s  t r a d e  in  p e r s o n a l
in fo r m a tio n

In a  new  report to  P arliam en t th e  Inform ation C om m issioner, R ichard  T h o m a s, to d ay  

n a m e s  so m e  of th e  UK’s  n e w s p a p e rs  a n d  m a g a z in e s  d isco v ered  to  h a v e  b o u g h t 

p e o p le ’s  p e rso n a l inform ation in s e a rc h  of a  story. T he  list is a  long o n e  a n d  inc ludes  

tabloids, b ro a d sh e e ts  and  m ag a z in e s , but not all m ed ia  o u tle ts  a p p e a r .

T he list w a s  a sse m b le d  following th e  O pera tion  M otorm an raid a t  p re m ise s  in 

H am psh ire  which led to p ro secu tio n s  of private investiga to rs . In th a t o pera tion , the  

Information C om m issio n er 's  staff u n co v e red  n u m ero u s  invoices a d d re s s e d  to 

n e w sp a p e rs  an d  m ag a z in e s  detailing  p rices for providing their jo u rn a lis ts  with p ie c e s  

of p e rso n a l inform ation. A ltogether, 305  jou rna lis ts  w ere  identified a s  rec ip ien ts  of a  

w ide ra n g e  of information.

R ichard  T hom as, Information C om m issioner, said : ‘I re p e a t m y call for a  two y e a r  jail 

term  to d e te r  th o se  convicted of trad ing  unlawfully in p e rso n a l inform ation a n d  I am  

very e n c o u ra g e d  tha t the  g o v e rn m en t h a s  consu lted  publicly on th is. T he  Identity 

C a rd s  Act 2006  provides th e  b lueprint with a  two y e a r  custodial s e n te n c e  for th o se  

unlawfully d isclosing inform ation. T h e  s a m e  d e te rre n t is n e e d e d  p ro tec t far m ore 

sensitive  inform ation such  a s  bank  acco u n ts , pho n e  bills an d  health  an d  crim inal 

reco rds.

‘P eo p le  c a re  a b o u t their pe rsona l privacy and  h av e  a  right to e x p e c t th a t their 

pe rsona l de ta ils  rem ain  confidential. W ho th ey  a re . w here  they  live, w ho their friends 

an d  family a re , how they run their lives: th e s e  a re  all private m atte rs . Individuals m ay  

c h o o se  to  divulge such  information to o th ers , but inform ation ab o u t them  held 

confidentially should  not be  availab le  to an y o n e  p rep a red  to  pay  the  right p rice .’
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T he Inform ation C om m issioner h a s  recen tly  p ro secu ted  S h aro n  and  S tev en  

A nderson , and  A nthony G erald  Clifford for unlawfully obtain ing p e rso n a l inform ation. 

W hilst th e  p ro secu tio n s  w ere  su c ce ss fu l, the  cou rts  w ere  only ab le  to im pose  low 

pena ltie s .

T o d ay 's  report, 'W hat Price Privacy N ow ?' s e ts  ou t th e  reac tions  from  the  m edia , th e  

security  industry, financial bod ies  an d  govern m en t to  th e  Information 

C o m m iss io n e r 's  initial report on this sub jec t, published in M ay 2006 . P ro g re s s  h a s  

b e e n  significant an d  encou rag ing . O verw helm ingly re s p o n s e s  ind ica te  su p p o rt for 

the  p ro p o sa ls  to  s tam p  out the  unlawful trad e . M any o rg an isa tio n s  h a v e  taken  s te p s  

of their own to  ra ise  a w a re n e s s  an d  tighten security  a s  well a s  m ore  genera lly  

condem ning  the  illegal trade . In particular, th e  C om m issioner w e lco m es the  

G o v ern m en t’s  consultation on in c re a se d  se n te n c e s .

R ichard T h o m as continued; 'This is nothing to do  with curtailing freedom  of sp e e c h .

It is every th ing  to  do  with resp o n sib le  behav iour within th e  existing law. It h a s  b een  

illegal s in ce  1994 for an y o n e  who, w h e th e r directly or through m idd lem en , ob ta in s 

p e rso n a l information from public or private se c to r  o rgan isa tions by bribery, 

im personation  and  similar m ea n s . T h e re  is a  c lear public in te rest d e fe n c e  in th e  D ata 

P rotection Act which m ea n s  that investigative Journalists and  o th e rs  exposing  public 

m alpractice  h av e  nothing to fear.

T he curren t low pena lties  h av e  failed to  d e te r  an  underw orld m arket which is so  

active tha t w e h av e  been  ab le  to  co n stru c t a  tariff for details of m obile pho n e  

reco rds, criminal records, bank  s ta te m e n ts  and  similar private inform ation. O peration 

M otorm an led only to conditional d isc h a rg es . A custodial se n te n c e  is n e e d e d  to d e te r  

p eo p le  from any involvem ent with this tra d e .’

ENDS

If you n e e d  m ore information, p le a se  con tac t the  Information C om m issioner’s  p re ss  

office on 020  7025 7580 or visit th e  w ebsite  at; ww w .ico.qov.uk
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Notes to Editors
1. The Information Commissioner promotes public access to official information and protects 

personal information. The ICO is an independent body with specific responsibilities set out in 
the Data Protection Act 1998. the Freedom of Information Act 2000, Environmental 
Information Regulations 2004 and Privacy and Electronic Communications Regulations 2003.

2. The report is presented to Parliament pursuant to Section 52(2) of the Data Protection Act 
1998.

3. The evidence is contained in invoices found by the Commissioner’s staff during a raid at 
private investigator’s premises in Hampshire in 2002. The Commissioner has decided to 
release the information following a Freedom of Information Act request.

4. The current maximum penalty at a magistrates’ court for convictions under Section 55 of the 
Data Protection Act is a £5000 fine..

5. Recent prosecutions have resulted in Sharon Anderson being fined a total of £4.200 and 
Steven Anderson being fined £3,300. Each was ordered to pay a contribution to prosecution 
costs of £3,694. Anthony Gerald Clifford will be sentenced on 12 December.

6. The following publications are listed in the report:
Daily Mail, Sunday People. Daily Mirror, Mail on Sunday. News of the World, Sunday Mirror, 
Best Magazine, Evening Standard. The Observer, Daily Sport, Sunday Times, The People, 
Daily Express, Weekend Magazine (Daily Mail), Sunday Express, The Sun, Closer Magazine, 
Sunday Sport. Night and Day (Mail on Sunday), Sunday Business News, Daily Record, 
Saturday (Express), Sunday Mirror Magazine. Real Magazine, Woman’s Own. Daily Mirror 
Magazine, Mail in Ireland, Daily Star, Marie Claire, Personal Magazine, Sunday World.

7. For more information about the Information Commissioner’s Office subscribe to our e- 
newsletter at www ico.gcv uk
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