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Statement by Lord Wakeham on new Clause 13 of the Human Rights Bill on freedom of expression

"E arlie r in the  year, I expressed concerns about the  po ten tia l im pact o f the  Human Rights Bill both 
on the  freedom  o f the  press and on th e  e ffective  system o f se lf regulation th a t has been bu ilt up by 
the  Pres Com plaints Commission over the  last fe w  years.

In February the  Home Secretary ind icated th a t the  G overnm ent intended to  amend the  Bill to  
respond to  these concerns. In pa rticu la r he stated th a t the  G overnm ent was concerned both to  
safeguard freedom  o f expression, and to  tackle the  prob lem  o f in te rlocu to ry  in junctions, which he 
said should only be granted ex parte in the  m ost exceptional circumstances; and he prom ised an 
am endm en t w h ich  w ou ld  be m ore com prehensive than provid ing an exem ption fo r  the  PCC.

The am endm ent being discussed in the  C om m ittee o f the  House today safeguards the  freedom  o f 
the  press and se lf-regu la tion . I w a rm ly  w elcom e it -  as I know  does the  newspaper industry -  and 
am gra te fu l fo r  th e  sk ilfu l w ay th e  G overnm ent has dea lt w ith  the  po ten tia l problems.

The result is a Bill w h ich h ighlights the  im portance o f freedom  o f expression and consequently the 
need fo r  se lf regu la tion and the  existing procedures under the  newspaper industry 's Code o f 
Practice.

Again, I am gra te fu l fo r  the  way in w hich the  G overnm ent has dealt w ith  the  m a tte r -  and fo r  its 
com m itm en t to  the  free  and quick service o ffe red  by the  PCC, w hich is o f considerable bene fit to  the  
o rd ina ry  people o f th is  coun try ."

ENDS
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